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Dear Saint John’s,

Pastor’s

It's back to school time again!
Kids are probably excited. Parents are excited…well, maybe not when we really think about
it. Some of us may be a little sad that summer is over, or that our kids are growing up too
fast. We may feel a little anxious about sending our kids back to school because of all the
new things they will encounter, leaving parents with lots of questions. Will she adjust to the
new teachers? Will he be able to keep up academically? Will she make new friends, and
will those friends be a good influence? “Back to School Jitters!” They don’t just affect the students.
In Matthew’s gospel, chapter 16:15-16 there is this exchange between Jesus and the disciples which resembles
a “back to school” moment. Jesus begins his lesson by asking his disciples a question. "Who do people say
that I am?" I imagine one of the disciples raising his hand like a school child trying to impress the new
teacher, "I know! I know!” Jesus calls on him, and he answers, “Some people say that you are John the
Baptist." Then another of the disciples raises his hand like a 2nd grader, "I know! I know! Some people say
you are Elijah." Then a third disciple chimes in, "Some people say that you are Jeremiah or one of the other
prophets." "Very good," Jesus responds, "that is what people are saying.”
Then, the good teacher pushes the students to dig a little
deeper. For the next question he asks them, “But who do
you say that I am?"
Peter, so excited that I imagine him forgetting to raise his
hand, blurts out, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living
God.” Jesus replies, “You are right, Peter.” Then Jesus
adds something poignant. He tells Peter, but means it for all
of them, “You didn't learn that from listening to other
people. It was taught to you by my Father in heaven.”
The lesson that the disciples learned that day is just as important today as it was then. Many of us try to learn
about Jesus from all sorts of sources without ever turning to the Bible or to prayer. So many claim to know
and even speak for what Jesus would say or do, but never participate in the work of Jesus’ church or care for
those whom Jesus’ loves. Peter comes to this deep expression of faith not by learning from those who tell
him what to believe, but by spending time within a relationship and ministry of Jesus.
As our kids return to school, consider returning to the places our church offers us to spend time within a
relationship and ministry of Jesus. The Care Team needs care givers. The Serve Team needs people to serve
others. The Learn Team needs people to teach and mentor young people. And, the Worship team needs
volunteers every Sunday. Look through this Newsletter and you’ll find many opportunities to try something
new. Don’t let the “Back to School Jitters” prevent you and your family from a deeper, more meaningful
relationship with Jesus.
See you in class…er, um…ministry.
As always,
In Jesus’ love,
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Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich

Letter from the Treasurer...
You may have noticed that a repair was made in the upper parking lot around
the storm drain. The brickwork above one of the large storm pipes had fallen
away allowing erosion of the fill around the pipes. A hole was opening under the
blacktop. This is an example of things that come up at a large facility like the
church that are unplanned expenses. Your maintenance and repair donations
are set aside for property repairs but in the near term the general fund will take
care of unexpected items like this sink hole. Please consider this in your giving
to help literally fill the gaps that can occur between the budget and reality. The
financial picture of the church remains at a healthy level through July. July is a month where due
to vacations and lower attendance, cash flow can be negative but July 2017 was positive. There
are some expected larger cash outlays coming up this fall like painting the lower level of the outside of the church estimated at $13,500. The support of everyone making the 2017 financial picture better than expected is so important as we soon begin developing a budget for 2018. I can’t
remember the last year where actual giving exceeded budgeted giving. Last year’s budget called
for the congregation to fill in a $20,000 gap in the budget. Thanks to a big headstart of $12,000
from one member, and thanks to regular giving exceeding budgeted giving, we are well on our
way to filling that gap. The Care, Serve, Learn, and Worship Teams have been in operation for a
full year now and have defined goals. The Teams’ momentum coupled with the excitement of
Children’s Chapel and the possibilities we are exploring with the Speidel bequest will make 2018
a most exciting year here at St. John’s.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail R. Hauseman, Treasurer
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Sunday School News
‘
There will be no Sunday School
classes held June 25 through
September 3 this summer.

September
Altar Flowers Sponsors
September 3 — Rudy & Annelies Visser
September 10 — Wendell & Gerry Datesman
September 17— Bill & Joyce Aukamp
September 24 — Anna Long
*Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.

‘Children's Chapel Time’
Continues!!!
Every Sunday at the
10:30 am service!

Bulletin Sponsors
September 3 — OPEN
September 10— Rudy & Annelies Visser
September 17—OPEN
September 24— OPEN
Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

Team Meetings are changed to the third
Tuesday of each month. The next meeting is
Tuesday, October 17th at 6:00 pm.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend.

Altar Guild — Sept-Dec
Communion and Linens
Peggy Columbus (Ch),
Vicki Stauffer, Dona Ziska
Flowers and Candles
Joyce Aukamp (Ch),
Marcia Biehl,
Deb Dietrich
Paraments
Heather Riegel (Ch),
Charlene Wessner, Linda Yanchocik
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Audio/Video Techs are needed to help out at
both services on Sunday mornings.
If you are interested in helping, please see
Jacob Meinig, contact him at
ringerandtrumpeter11@gmail.com or call the
church office at 610-678-1088.
Thank you!

SIGN-UP in the Hallway, on the board, out
side of the Church Office
Life Line Screening, a leading provider of
community-based preventive health screenings, will offer their affordable, non-invasive
and painless health screenings at St. John's
Lutheran Church on 10/19/2017.

Training will be provided.

Five screenings will be offered that scan for
potential health problems related to:
blocked arteries which is a leading cause of
stroke; abdominal aortic aneurysms which
can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of
the arteries in the legs which is a strong predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or
irregular heart beat which is closely tied to
stroke risk; and a bone density screening,
for men and women, used to assess the risk
of osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness
Package which includes 4 vascular tests and
osteoporosis screening from $149 ($139
with our member discount).

Please note:
the deadline for the
October Newsletter is
Wednesday,
September 13th
If your article is not received
in the Church office by 2PM on this day via
email (stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com) or
received in the office via mail or phone, it will
not appear in the October newsletter. I am
sorry if this causes you any inconvenience,
but the process from start to finish requires
this deadline to be kept or it throws off all
work needed to be done in this office and the
possibility of asking the Newsletter Volunteer
group to have to come another day, which in
turn then causes the newsletter to mailed out
late. I truly appreciate your help and
understanding in this matter. This will remain
in effect from now on. Again I thank you very
much for your understanding.
Thank you-Jodi

All five screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete. In order to register for this event
and to receive a $10 discount off any package priced above $129, please call 1-888653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle or text the word circle to
797979.
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September Volunteers
AA Monitors
Sundays Evenings at 8 PM

Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA

September 3— Shawn Pauley
September 10—Dick Barnett
September 17— Joanne Conard
September 24— Barry Smith

On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.

Soup Kitchen Friday, September 15th
Evelyn Trexler, Sandy Myskowski,
Fran Himes, Barbara Terry

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.

Tina & Dan Royer, Dianne & Dave Lehatto and
Jennifer & Glenn Rohrbach

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.

September Envelope Designation:

Opportunity House
Saturday, September 23rd

We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John's and with the people we serve.
Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.
Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at
church.

Civil Rights training is required to work with the clients during distribution of the food. You can
review the civil rights training materials at http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Content/Files/
WAFPCivilRightsTraining.pdf . After reviewing the material, please sign the sheet indicating that
you have reviewed the training materials. (See John Goshert if you have any questions.) We
appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate.
This month the pantry is critically short of
Canned vegetables
Canned meats
Mac & cheese
Canned fruit
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need.
Next pantry setup date is Thursday, September 14th at 2 PM with food distribution on
Friday, September 15th at 2:30 PM.
9
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Returning for the 2017/2108
Season on
Friday, September 15th

“Little Friends Youth Group “
ages 3 thru Grade 6
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
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People Without Partners
Monthly Luncheon —
Wednesday, September 13th, 1 PM
If you, or someone you know, is
going through a tough time,
physically, mentally, or spiritually and would
like prayer, please call the church office and
we will make sure that they get on the
Prayer Chain List. Please ask them first if it’s
OK if we pray for them by their name.

For more information, or a ride to the
luncheon, please call Jeanette Minnich at
(610) 678-1740. Sign up sheet is located on the
bulletin board outside of the office.

Meals for Members
The Care Team
After an injury or a hospital
stay, our members may
have difficulty preparing
meals for a short time. The
Care Team is offering a
service to our members, temporarily while they
are healing, to prepare and deliver a meal to
them.

Do you have extra smiles to give away?
We have a wonderful opportunity for you to
visit our members "whose smiles we miss"
and are not able to attend church regularly.
A visit, a phone call, a personal note will
bring smiles to these members.
Please sign up to bring smiles to a member
on the member listing on
the bulletin board. Let's fill every name!
Doreen Moll, who is coordinating this
project, and Sandy Myskowski,
thank you for your kindness. Smile!

If you are interested in preparing a meal and
delivering it to a St John's member during their
recovery, please sign up on the
"Meals for Members"
sheet on the volunteer board.
Also, if you are recovering and need a meal,
please call the church office and we will arrange
for someone to prepare and deliver a meal to
you.
Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team
service. Thank you for your kindness and
compassion.
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The Serve Team wants to thank all the members who are continuing to
support the bingo ministry. In addition to candy we could also use small
packs of crackers, granola bars and/or cookies which will be used as
prizes. Again thanks for your continued support.
Thanks, Dale Whitehead

Bingo Ministry...
St. John’s supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month
volunteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing
bingo. The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game and of course
win. The volunteers have an opportunity share the word from the ‘outside’ and in
many cases the only outside contact. We are always looking for new volunteers to
assist. If interested please contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at
w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net. We are also in need of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes
consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples of personal care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not necessarily
new, used but nice for Wernersville), candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey Bars.
There is a collection station in the parlor for your contributions. Thank you!

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring your receipts
to the Church Office and St. John’s will receive 1% of each bill.
You need to use your Redner’s card in order for the church
to receive the 1%.
Thank you!

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in
your mobility once you are home? Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to
hear what equipment we have available. Currently here at the church we have
walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other
miscellaneous items.

9

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Phyllis Stetler

Sandra Lash

Jessica Fisher

Anne Klein
Terry Trout

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Lauran Weiler

Stephen
Worcheck

Dennis Stoner

Sharon Lehr

Julie McDonald

Tammy Bonargo

Mildred Webber

Richard Davis

Samuel Peiffer

Matthew Zerr

Mason Kline

Carmel Garipol

Nancy Marquette

Lindsey Hunter

Kaylyn Riegel

Jill Ninfo

Laura Frasso
Nicholas Stern
Romayne
Keener

Maia Hunter

Tamara Foreman
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11

12

13

14

15

Deb Franck

Steven Allen

Ingrid Rumbaugh

Dylan Bieber

Maxine
Hornberger

Elaine Schneck'

Corrinne Cook

Zackery
Parsons

Ryan Hoffman

Brenda Ray

Austin Chelius

Shana Hunter

Adam Kase

Julia May

Reiley May

Barbara Reddig

Steven Sawlsville

Betty Spotts

George
Dietrich

16

Bruce Wanner
Brady Wertz

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Ann Rockwood

Gregory Hall

Jennifer Rohrbach

Cleann Pauley

Donald
Schlegel

Alex Ruth

Karen Allen

Elizabeth
Hensley

Dylan
Rosenmerkel

Ava Long

Edward
Conners

William
Agentowicz

Denise Stine

Ruth Peiffer

Anna Long
Beverly
Whitehead

Mandy Roth

Ronald Foreman

Justin Siltzer
Suzanne
Hauck
24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Nancy Covach

Kara Velekei

Matthew Lillis

Larry Schneck

Charles Koch

Sandra
Kerchner

Scott Winkleman

Craig Dilks

Carol
Heckman

Janet
Muchoney

Michael J
Drobeck

Barton Glass

Mary Hiester

Morgan
Becker

Liliana Urbina

Adriann Kehl

Allison
McDennis

Gabriella
Urbina

Harvey Brown
Brad Bixler
David Pawling

Allison Jones

Sandy Maguire

Marge
Rumbaugh
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Sunday

3

Monday

4

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

6

Charles and
Linda Koch's

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

Keith and Linda
Angstadt's

Richard and
Debra Wanner's

7

8

9

Michael J and
Sandy Drobeck's

Patrick and
Meredith
Velekei's

Larry and Janice
Jones's

10

11

Joseph and
Daina Wurster's

Michael and
Adriane
Parese's

Robert and
Diane Ruth's

17

18

12

13

14

16

22

23

Wendell and
Geraldine
Datesman's

19

20

21

Robert and
Roberta
Kelchner's
24

15

25

26

27

William and
Anna Davis's

Steven and
Marilyn
Oxenreider's

Richard and
Carol Barnett's

Robert and Jan
Velekei's

28

Jerry and Evie
Stepp's

11

29

30

We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor
for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of
heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God’s Work with Our
Hands.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John’s...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director
Terry Pearson, Custodian
Greg Klein, Custodian
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Elaine Levkoff
Jessica Musser
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Stefanie Steffey
Kim Swartz
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright

Congregational Council:
Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative
Peter Bonargo, Serve Team Council Representative
Allen Fritz, Learn Team Council Representative
Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Jim Roth President
Cleann Pauley Vice-President
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer
Scott Winkleman, Secretary

