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Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 14, 2017
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Dear Saint John’s,

Pastor’s

One of the things I really appreciate about our church is that ours is one that still values the
tradition of bell ringing. First, we have a majestic steeple that rises above the Sinking Spring
landscape which is home to our bell. We ring this bell each Sunday in two ways. One, to
announce the start of worship, by signaling an invitation for all to come and receive the rich
blessings of God’s Word. Two, we ring this bell when we recite our Lord’s Prayer. The
Lord’s Prayer is, in and of itself, a source of rich blessing. By ringing our steeple bell while
reciting it, the message is that we are praying this prayer on behalf of all the people in our community. Think
about this the next time you pray the words, “Thy kingdom come. They will be done on earth as it is in
heaven”. ((Ring))
Second, we have a vibrant bell choir. Every month or so, they offer an interpretation of God’s Word with the
sounds of different sized bells rung by a choir in beautiful, melodious synchronization. It’s truly a blessing to
hear, but it is also a blessing to see. The rhythm of the choir, as they ring different bells united only by the
melody of a song, is a mesmerizing, visual illustration of God’s work binding us together as church.
This year a special thanks to Becky Ruth is due. For many years Teresa Kissling was our bell choir director.
Her retirement last Fall, coupled with budget constraints, threatened the future of the bell choir at Saint
John’s. Becky stepped in, volunteering her time and expertise, and has done a superb job. The bell choir is
still ringing, thanks to Becky. On Easter morning, the bell choir offered the first piece of music that they had
never done before. It was a piece that Becky picked out herself. Her parents, Robert and Diane, donated the
music in a special Easter dedication of support for Becky’s contribution to our church this past year. On
behalf of the whole congregation, “Thank you” to the Ruth family for their generous gifts of music and talent
with the bell choir.
I grew up in a neighborhood where every hour on the hour, the sound of a bell choir ringing a well-known
hymn would come from the steeple of my church. My house was a good mile away, and the automated
system could be heard at my house “clear as a bell”. My mother would set my curfew according to the church
bells and the street lights. “When the street lights come on, be home before the next church bells ring” was
the order given to me.
The sound of church bells can remind us of a time when bells were intertwined with the passage of time in
culture. Still today, bells can signal the sound of joy or sorrow shared by a community. How many of us
watched on TV the marriage of Kate and William at the Westminster church in England back in 2011? You
might remember the glorious sound of church bells as the newlywed prince and princess walked out of the
cathedral to greet the public. The sound of the bells was joyous and celebratory, announcing the marriage to
the whole world. And, who has paused for the tolling of a church bell to commemorate those who have died?
Church bells are a sound that we’ve heard so many times that we may have stopped listening. But, church
bells have a story, and it’s one worth hearing.
For about 1500 years church bells have been ringing. The story of Western culture’s intertwined relationship
with church bells dates back to the 5th century, to the patron saint of Ireland. There are many things that St.
Patrick is remembered for; banishing the snakes, using the shamrock to teach the Holy Trinity.
Continued on next page...
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But, a lesser known fact is that St. Patrick introduced bells to the church. Legend tells that while Patrick
walked from village to village in Ireland as a Christian missionary he would ring a bell as we walked. This
bell was a crude hand bell, imagine a cowbell. The one pictured is in the Saint Patrick Museum and is said
to be the actual bell of Saint Patrick. In time, this took on a kind of branding for Patrick’s ministry.
Villagers hearing the approaching sound of a bell would know that Saint Patrick is coming. Long before
the kind of noise pollution we have today, this bell would be heard for miles, giving the villagers time to
finish what they were doing, gather together and prepare to hear God’s Word from Father Patrick.
As Patrick left the village, the sound of the bell drifting over the meadows and farms was said to be like
God’s blessings going out over the land.
As Patrick raised up other missionaries to spread God’s Word, legend tells that he
would give them a gift. It was a leather bag containing the tools of Patrick’s
missionary work; a copy of the gospels and a bell. As Patrick raised up more
Christian missionaries, they continued to spread God’s Word village by village,
ringing their bell as Patrick did. Eventually, these Irish missionaries left the island
and spread God’s Word this way into England and further. It wasn’t long before
the ringing of a bell became intertwined with gathering together for worship or
prayer.
By the 10th century, Christians and their bells were congregating in communities like monasteries and
cloisters. There they would commit to praying for the salvation of the world at designated hours of the day.
Bells would ring to signal the start of each devotion. In many communities the bells would ring every three
hours, and was the first sound the monks would hear to start their day and the last sound they heard to end
their day. The villagers nearby would also hear the bells, and it became a way of marking the passage of
time. As a matter of fact, the Irish word for bell “clog” is the etymological root for our English word
“clock”.
By the time we get to the Renaissance period, bells had undergone a significant amount of improvements in
quality, size and technology. Bells were being put into towers, and crews of bell ringers were receiving
special training on bell ringing. Bell choirs and carillon bells are born, and bell ringing is no longer just a
way of signaling the start of worship or prayer, but now they are being played in a way that had rhythm and
message of their own.
Today, for the most part, clocks have taken over the role of marking the passage of time. And, the level of
noise pollution makes the sound of bells seem much harder to hear. This is all the more reason to take
advantage of listening to the bells at Saint John’s. Their sound tells a beautiful story of a time when
Christian spirituality and the daily passage of time were interwoven in a harmonious way that many of us
long for today.
As always,
In Jesus’ love,

Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich
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The Troop is gearing up for a busy Spring and Summer and started our outdoor
program for 2017 with a trip to Hawk Mountain Scout Reservation. In March
we welcomed eight new scouts who joined the Troop. April will have us at
Gifford Pinchot State Park north of York and doing some hiking locally here at
Nolde and Blue Marsh. We also had two Eagle Board of Reviews and have
another one scheduled so we will be adding three new names to our plaque in
the social hall. Speaking of the plaque we have entirely filled our first Eagle
plaque (72 names) and have a good start on the second one which will be hung
up soon.
Each month we do a fundraiser selling Giant Gift Cards. These cards can be
used for groceries or gas at. We purchase these in $50 increments. If you buy
$100 you get $100 in gift cards. Giant gives back 5% of the purchase to the
troop to keep our dues low, purchase new tents and equipment, and help pay
for other troop activities and awards. We also recently started to collect the
Redner’s Save-a-Tape as an additional fundraiser for the troop. To take part
in either fundraiser please email the Troop Committee Chairman, Steve
Drasher, at stevedrasher@comcast.net. We thank St John’s for your ongoing
support to our troop.
Bill Busher, Scoutmaster

dren’s art!

Genesis Preschool celebrated the Week of the
Young Child during the last week of April.
Monday was crazy hat day, Tuesday was School
T-shirt Day, Wednesday was mix match clothing
day, Thursday was stuffed animal day and Friday
was sports team day.
Our annual Art Show is May 4 from 6-8 PM in
the fellowship hall. Come join us to view the chil-

Sunday May 21 is Graduation. 35 Students will be graduating and heading off to
Kindergarten in the Fall!
We will have 2 camps over the Summer:
Bug Camp is June 5-9 and
Under the Sea camp is July 24-28.
Don’t forget to like us on Facebook to keep up to date with
all the happenings at Genesis!
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Welcome New Members to our St. John’s Family…
Here are our newest members! They were welcomed at the 10:30 AM service on Sunday,April 30th with a Pancake brunch following the service. If you see them, please give
welcome them to our Church family!

Patsy Pierce
Annaliese and Rudy Visser

Christina Heister

Shawn, Krystal, Jack and Aidan Yoder
Russ, Danielle, Lilah and Ainsley Stirling

Anna Johnson

Tim and Haley Fox
Not Pictured:
Danielle Williams and Travis Hale

5
5

Sunday School Classes
Sunday School classes meet every
Sunday morning at 9:15 AM.

May

Sunday School News

Altar Flowers Sponsors

Kid’s Church Schedule for May is:
May 14th – 10:30 am
May 28th – 10:30 am
for ages 3 through 4th grade
Sunday School classes are available each week for all
ages at 9:15 am:

May 7 — Mensch Family
May 14 — Sponsored
May 21 — Dale & Beverly Whitehead
May 28 — Rich & Pat Benz
*Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.

Whirl curriculum and DVD series is used for the
elementary grades. 7th, 8th & 9th graders meet in the
Community Room for Catechism Class instruction.

Bulletin Sponsors
May 7 — OPEN
May 14 — Janice & Larry Jones
May 21 — Kevin & Lisa Hollinger
May 28 — Rich & Pat Bentz

Breakfast Club for high school and college age
students meets in the youth room.
Small group adult classes are held as follows:

Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

Adult Bible Study explores stories of God’s divine
love with “God Loves Us” based on readings from
Psalms, Joel, Jonah, John, Romans, Ephesians,
1 Peter and 1 John.

Altar Guild — May-August

Faith Journey begins “Yes, Your Question” by Ravi
Zacharias which helps answer the most important
questions Christians and non-Christians ask about
Christianity.

Communion and Linens
Deb Dietrich (Ch),
Patty Lehr, Marcia Biehl

Women’s Enrichment Group continues a Beth Moore
study entitled “Fulfill your Ministry” based on 2
Timothy.

Flowers and Candles
Charlene Wessner (Ch),
Joyce Aukamp, Linda Yanchocik,
Heather Riegel

There is a Sunday School class for you and your family
at St. John’s.
Everyone is always welcome! Please join us!!

Paraments
Dona Ziska (Ch),
Vicki Stauffer, Peggy Columbus

MAY LEARN TEAM MEETING

MAY WORSHIP TEAM MEET-

LEARN
TUESDAY, MAY 2 @ 6PM

WORSHIP
TUESDAY, MAY 2ND@ 7PM
6

Audio/Video Techs are
needed to help out at
both services on
Sunday mornings.
If you are interested in helping, please
see Jacob Meinig, contact him at
ringerandtrumpeter11@gmail.com or call
the church office at
610-678-1088.
Thank you!

On Sunday, May 23, 2017
Dylan Rosenmerkel
Derek Witkowski
Nick Shockey
Sarah Riegel
will be confirmed during the
10:30 AM service.
Please come out and support them.

Training will be provided.

Kids Choir:
In March, Allen began singing with the kids in
Sunday School, and teaching them music for
worship. On May 14th, the Sunday School
kids will be offering their voices to enhance
our Mother’s Day Worship. If you would like
your son or daughter to sing, please bring
them to Sunday School so that they can learn
the songs. Please sign up.

Please note: the deadline
for the June Newsletter is
Wednesday, May 10th
If your article is not received
in the Church office by 2PM
on this day via email
(stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com) or received in
the office via mail or phone, it will not appear
in the June newsletter. I am sorry if this
causes you any inconvenience, but the
process from start to finish requires this
deadline to be kept or it throws off all work
needed to be done in this office and the
possibility of asking the Newsletter Volunteer
group to have to come another day, which in
turn then causes the newsletter to mailed out
late. I truly appreciate your help and
understanding in this matter. This will remain
in effect from now on. Again I thank you very
much for your understanding.
Thank you-Jodi

May Kid’s
Church Schedule

May 14th — 10:30 AM
May 28th — 10:30 AM
for children age
3 through 4th grade
7

8

“Little Friends
Youth Group “

ages 3 thru Grade 6

Friday, May 19, 2017
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

1. Use your
VBS giving
envelope
early to
make a
donation.
2. Contact
Tracey
Trout or
Karen
Peiffer if you are free that week
and want to be part of our team.

St.
John’s 2017 VBS
July 10-14 — 9 AM
Noon Each Day
Mark your calendar now!

As we get closer and closer to the summer,
please don't forget to mark
your calendars to be part of
Vacation Bible School
As always, we need everyone's help
to make this a success!!
How can you help us? We're glad you
asked . . ..
Copy this link for the registration form:

vbspro.events/p/6f02be
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3. Keep a lookout as we "gear up"
with other opportunities to donate!!
We will have specific items on the
bulletin board across from the
Pastor's office, beginning in May.
4. Simply make a donation of any
kind, marked for VBS.
We are always so very grateful for
your support for this very
important community ministry we call
Vacation Bible School.

Thank you very much!!!

MAY SERVE TEAM MEETING

TUESDAY, MAY 16TH
7:00PM

Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA

May Volunteers

On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.

AA Monitors
Sundays Evenings at 8 PM
May 7 — Barry Smith
May 14 — Carol Heckman
May 21 — Shawn Pauley
May 28 — Dick Barnett

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.

Soup Kitchen Friday, May 19th
Jerry & Evie Stepp,
Barbara Terry,
Ruth Peiffer

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.

Opportunity House
Saturday, May 27th
Gail & Scott Hauseman

We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John's and with the people we serve.

George & Dawn Reinhoehl
Amy & Brian Miller

Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.

May Monthly Mission
Designation:
West Berks Free medical clinic

Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at
church.

Civil Rights training is required to work with the clients during distribution of the food. You can
review the civil rights training materials at http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Content/Files/
WAFPCivilRightsTraining.pdf . After reviewing the material, please sign the sheet indicating that
you have reviewed the training materials. (See John Goshert if you have any questions.) We
appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate.
This month the pantry is critically short of
Canned Fruit/Cereal/Canned Tuna/Boxed Mac & Cheese
Of course, we will accept all contributions of non-perishable food.
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need.
Next pantry setup date is Thursday, May 18th at 2 PM with food distribution on
Friday, April 19th at 2:30 PM.
10
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Meals for
Members
The Care Team

People Without Partners
Monthly Luncheon —
Wednesday, May 10th, 1 PM

After an injury or a
hospital stay, our
members may have
difficulty preparing
meals for a short time. The
Care Team is offering a service to our members,
temporarily while they are healing, to prepare and
deliver a meal to them.
If you are interested in preparing a meal and
delivering it to a St John's member during their
recovery, please sign up on the "Meals for
Members" sheet on the volunteer board.

2747 Bernville Road
For more information, or a ride to the
luncheon, please call Jeanette Minnich at
(610) 678-1740. Sign up sheet is located on
the bulletin board outside of the office.

Also, if you are recovering and need a meal, please
call the church office and we will arrange for
someone to prepare and deliver a meal to you.
Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team service.
Thank you for your kindness and compassion.

Thank you for
Easter Joy...
To the children who beautifully decorated the Easter
bags

To the Sunday School
classes for preparing
lovely cards
To the Egg Team for donating the wonderful
St. John’s Easter Eggs

Property Committee News:
Please join us for our Annual Spring Cleanup
day
Saturday, May 6, 2017
8:00 AM
Rain date: Saturday, May 13
We will be:
Weeding and Edging
Trimming shrubs
Mulching
Line Painting the lower parking lot
Tree trimming

To the congregation for donating yummy
Easter goodies
To Jan Velekei for her spirit
To Gloria Fioravanti for the beautiful crosses
To Doreen Moll for the beautiful
embroidered spring decorations
And to the congregation who delivered the
Easter bags and brought Easter Joy to our
‘Members Whose Smiles We Miss’ and to
our “Members Who are Healing’

Fertilizing, etc...
MAY CARE TEAM MEETING

Hope you all felt the Easter Joy!
Your Care Team

TUESDAY, MAY 16TH @ 6 PM
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May 21
Daniel Smaglinski
May 22
Larry Jones
Nicholas Malinowski
Paul Miller
May 1
Jean Hall
May 2
John Epler
Steven Oxenreider
Elaine Poticher
May 4
Kaitlyn Gundersen
Anthony Reber
Dale Stone
May 5
Patrice Bentz
Cooper Rippley
May 6
Bonita Hensley
May 9
Eric Stone
Kayla Tobias

May 24
Michael Covach
Jay Hauseman
Cindy McFadden
Anna Snyder
May 25
Ryan Oxenreider

May 26
Patricia Lehnke
Cheryl Orner
George Reinoehl Jr.
May 27
Neil Drebushenko
Tom Geiger
May 29
Lillian Bross
May 31
Edward Gunderson

May 10
Peter Bonargo
Kyle Wiest
May 11
Jessica Kase
Joan Kline
Jerry Stepp
May 12
Dr. Robert Forry
May 13
Tom Rhoads
May 15
Ronnie Tobias
May 17
Lori Behle
May 18
Jeffrey Orner
May 19
Debora Scheidt

May 1
Steven & Gretchen Karr
May 4
Daniel & Ashley Witman
May 6
Terry & Renee Himmelberger
May 7
Jeffrey & Cheryl Orner
5/10
Scott & Michelle Brower

5/13
Ronald & Tamara Foreman
5/14
Richard & Patrice Bentz
5/14
William & Roxann Miller
5/18
William &
Joyce

May 20
Sherry Kutz
Tammy Rotz
14

Aukamp
5/20
Dale & Beverly Whitehead
5/21
Joel & Jean Miller
5/22
Carl & Kathleen Wiest
5/23
Jeff & Jodi Bieber
5/23
Allen & Lori Fritz
5/25
Paul & Nancy Covach
5/26
Kevin & Lisa Hollinger
5/27
Harold & Deborah Dietrich
5/27
Jon & Karol Rockwood

We would like to extend a HUGE thank you to all who were generous
enough to donate to the DVD collection drive that we just held for the
DVDs4Vets program. The total count was 421 DVDs. The DVDs will be
delivered to the Lebanon VA Hospital for distribution to the Vets so they
can enjoy them. Again thanks for your support.
Thank you,
Dale Whitehead
A

Thank you from Opportunity House for your gift of
$426.00 last month as they were the April Monthly
Mission Designation for 2017. They truly appreciate your
support. The letter is hanging on the board outside of the
church office if you would like to read it.

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring your receipts
to the Church Office and St. John’s will receive 1% of each bill.
You need to use your Redner’s card in order for the church
to receive the 1%.
Thank you!

Bingo Ministry...

St. John’s supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month volunteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing bingo. The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game and of course win.
The volunteers have an opportunity share the word from the ‘outside’ and in many
cases the only outside contact. We are always looking for new volunteers to assist. If
interested please contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at
w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net.
We are also in need of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples
of personal care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not necessarily new, used but nice for Wernersville),
candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey Bars. There is a collection station in the parlor for your
contributions. Thank you!

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in
your mobility once you are home? Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to
hear what equipment we have available. Currently here at the church we have
walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other
miscellaneous items.
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We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor
for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of
heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God’s Work with Our
Hands.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John’s...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director
Terry Pearson, Custodian
Greg Klein, Custodian
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Tracy Arena
Elaine Levkoff
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Stefanie Steffey
Kim Swartz
Tracey Trout
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright

Congregational Council:
Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative
Jan Velekei, Learn Team Council Representative
Dale Whitehead, Serve Team Council Representative
Russell Lis, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Patrick Velekei, President
Jim Roth, Vice-President
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer
Scott Winkleman, Secretary

