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Father’s Day  

        Sunday, June 18, 2017 



Dear Saint John’s, 
 

Continuing a string of writings which shed light on why we Lutherans do some of the things 
we do in worship, this month’s topic is the altar.  What is this unique piece of church 
furniture?  And what’s with other churches replacing it with a communion table? 
 
In the Old Testament, the Hebrew word for altar has a verbal root meaning “to slaughter.”  
In Greek (used in the New Testament), the word literally refers to the “place of sacrifice.”  

The biblical development of temple worship refers to two altars.  One altar, used for sacrificial burnings, was 
in the temple courtyard.  This is where offerings of animals, grain, and drink were sacrificed and burned.  The 
other altar was inside the temple’s holy of holies; it was called the altar of incense.  Twice a day, priests 
burned incense on this altar.  Once each year, blood was smeared on the horns of the altar.  By this 
standard, an altar is literally a structure upon which sacrifice is offered, even it is does not involve 
slaughtering.   
   
Before both the tabernacle described in the Exodus or 
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem, altars were places of 
divine exchange between God and His people.  After the 
Great Flood, Noah built an altar and offered a sacrifice 
to God. The sacrifice’s aroma reached God, who found it 
pleasing. He responded to Noah's action by declaring 
that he would never again destroy all living things 
through a flood. In the patriarchal period, altars were 
markers of place, memorial markers, commemorating 
an encounter with God, or physical signs of God at a 

designated place.  When confronting the priests of Baal, 
Elijah’s sacrifice at an altar facilitated communication 
with God; God’s response to Elijah discredited Baal’s 
adherents. 
 
Sacrifices were the primary medium of exchange upon these altars.  Blood was understood to be the 
essence of God’s gift of life.  The spilling of blood represented the removal of that gift.  Bloodletting and 
sacrificial burning at an altar demonstrated God’s followers’ reverence for him.  In exchange, God would 
return life for life, gift for gift, and prayer for blessing to the giver of the offering.  This divine exchange was 
the central event of worship in the Old Testament. Interestingly, after the exile and destruction of the 
temple, the first thing the returning Jews rebuilt was the altar.  They restored the rest of the temple later.   
 
In short, the altar is a structure where sacrifices are offered.  These sacrifices facilitate a divine exchange. 
 
For the Roman Catholic church, the altar is still the place where divine sacrifices are offered.  According to 
the theology of transubstantiation, the bread and wine sacrificed on the altar is offered in celebration of the 
Mass.  Due to that sacrifice, a divine exchange occurs.  The bread and wine become the body and blood of 
Christ for the spiritual nourishment and blessing of those for whom the priest performed the Mass.  For this 
reason, the Roman Catholic Church has held sacred the “sacrament of the altar” for centuries. 
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Leaders of the Reformation disputed this understanding of the Mass.  Citing Scripture from Hebrews 10, 
verse 10 describes Jesus as the “once and for all sacrifice.”   Romans 3:25 sees St. Paul declaring that God 

presented Jesus as the sacrifice for atonement.  With Jesus as ultimate sacrifice, the reformers turned the 
attention of the Mass away from the work of the priest at the altar toward the work of Christ on the cross, 
where the once and for all sacrifice, Christ, was offered on the once and for all altar, the cross.   
 
To the reformers, Holy Communion was no longer about a divine exchange taking place in that moment, 
and did not stem from the work of the priest and the offering of bread and wine.  Instead, the divine  
exchange was what Christ did on the cross for the sake of all.   The practice of Holy Communion was no 
longer a sacrifice, but a celebration of great thanksgiving which remembers what Christ has already done 
for us.  Instead of transubstantiation, which mandates that bread and the wine become a divine  
exchange, reformers held that the Eucharist could be understood as Christ’s body and blood based simply 
on faith and in the mystery of God’s divine interaction.    
 
This reformation of the Mass rendered the significance of the altar in worship redundant.  Their teachings 
rendered the altar a piece of furniture, placed in the center of churches but without the same  

significance.  As is often the case, the reformers’ theology was well ahead of the practical implications of 
the church.  500 years later, many reform tradition churches have moved beyond the altar in architecture.  
Instead, communion tables represent the center piece of the worship space. 
 
The communion table marks a return to the  
pre-Constantine era of church and worship.  In prior 
centuries, the congregation would gather each week 
to worship around a table; its centrality in worship 
stemmed from remembrance of Christ’s Last Supper 

and followers’ great thanksgiving for his sacrifice on 
the cross.  The gathering of all people around this ta-
ble provides a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven; 
Christ’s followers being nourished through the very 
presence of the risen Lord.  According to our Lutheran 
teachings, the Use of the Means of Grace states in 
Principle 31, “At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God 
nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be  
witnesses to the Gospel.”   
 
Our church is a place of worship that has an altar instead of a table.  Outdated?  Theologically, yes, but 
Luther would call this adiaphoron.  The altar is used with good intention and our practice is neither  
commanded nor forbidden by God.  Essentially, we are using the altar as a table.  With architecture and 
furnishings there is an expression “form follows function”.   This is one case when form does not follow 
function.  The function of an altar is to be a place of sacrifice, and we no longer sacrifice anything in  
worship. The only altar needed for our worship is the cross.  
 

As always,  
In Jesus’ love, 
 

 
 
 
 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 

Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 

Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 

Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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Each month we do a fundraiser selling Giant Gift Cards.  These 
cards can be used for groceries or gas at.  We purchase these in 
$50 increments.  If you buy $100 you get $100 in gift cards.  Giant 
gives back 5% of the purchase to the troop to keep our dues low, 
purchase new tents and equipment, and help pay for other troop 
activities and awards.    
 
To take part please email the Troop Committee Chairman, Steve 
Drasher, at stevedrasher@comcast.net. We thank St John’s for 
their ongoing support to our troop.                                                                                                             

                                                                                                         Bill Busher, Scoutmaster 

Troop 456 is off to a busy spring calendar.   
In April we camped at Gifford Pinchot State Park.   

  

  

May had 14 youth and 7 adults assisting the church at their Spring cleanup as well as 
backpacking on the Appalachian Trail.  In June we will attend the 50

th
 Daniel Boone  

Patriot Days weekend and have a contingent of scouts doing a high adventure trip to 
the Blue Ridge Mountains in Boone, NC 

mailto:stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com
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During the five week project which began on March 5th, we produced over 23,000 eggs along 
with 331 boxes of peanut clusters. After paying all expenses incurred in making the candy, a 

profit was made in the amount of $15,905.  
 

The project was again very successful. It could not have been accomplished without the  
dedication of so many people-mixers, scoopers, rollers, dippers, baggers and those who filled 

the orders. Also a thank you to all who purchased and  
sold the candy.  

                                                           THANKS TO ALL!!!! 

Egg Project 2017 
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Sunday School Classes  
Sunday School classes meet every  

Sunday morning at 9:15 AM. 

Sunday School News 

  
Kid’s Church Schedule for June is: 

June 11th – 10:30 am 
June 25th –   9:00 am 

for ages 3 through 4th grade 
 

We offer Sunday School classes for everyone each 
Sunday at 9:15 am through June 18th.    

Hope to see you soon! 
 

There will be no Sunday School classes held June 25 
through September 3 this summer.  

We offer one worship service at 
9:00 am each Sunday with Kid’s 
Church at every service and a 

fellowship hour following worship.   
Please join us this summer as we 

worship together! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Looking for a Good Read This Summer? 

The adult and children’s libraries at St. John’s are full 
of new releases,  

classic novels, fun children’s books, inspirational 
materials and DVDs.  

 Check it out – you might just find the perfect book 
for your  

summer reading pleasure!!   
 

 

June 
 

Altar Flowers Sponsors 
 

June 4 — Gerry Kreider 

June 11 — Betty Guldin 

June 18 — Rick & Debbie Fick 

June 25 — Jen & Glenn Rohrbach 

*Please note: On a day when flowers are not 

sponsored, there will not be a fresh   

arrangement for that week. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors 
June 4 — OPEN 

June 11 — OPEN 

June 18 — Past Bohn 

June 25 — Cleann & Kerry Pauley 
 

Sponsorship cost:  $40 Altar Flowers,  

$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week  

following your sponsorship.  

M A Y  W O R S H I P  T E A M  M E E T I N G  
 

 

W O R S H I P  
T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  6 @  7 P M  

Altar Guild — May-August 
 

Communion and Linens 

Deb Dietrich (Ch),  

Joyce Aukamp, Marcia Biehl 
 

Flowers and Candles 

Charlene Wessner (Ch), 

Linda Yanchocik,  

Heather Riegel 
 

Paraments 

Dona Ziska (Ch), 

Vicki Stauffer, Peggy Columbus 

M A Y  L E A R N  T E A M  M E E T I N G  
 

 

L E A R N  
T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  6  @  6 P M  
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Audio/Video Techs are 
needed to help out at 

both services on 
Sunday mornings.  

If you are interested in helping, please 
see Jacob Meinig, contact him at  

ringerandtrumpeter11@gmail.com or call 
the church office at 610-678-1088. 

Thank you!  

Training will be provided.            

                                       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have a student who will be graduating soon 
and heading off to college/trade school/military in 

the fall?   
 

If you do, please contact Jodi in the office @ 610-
678-1088 and let us know which school/military 

branch so that your student can be presented with 
a scarf in their school's colors before leaving. 

 
Your student will also be included on the college 

mailing list and will receive the church newsletter 
along with special mailings to let them know we 

are thinking about them.  Please let the office know 
the student's address once they are settled in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Please note: the deadline 
for the July Newsletter is 

Wednesday, June 14th 
If your article is not received 
in the Church office by 2PM 
on this day via email 

(stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com) or received in 
the office via mail or phone, it will not appear 
in the July newsletter. I am sorry if this causes 
you any inconvenience, but the process from 
start to finish requires this deadline to be 
kept or it throws off all work needed to be 
done in this office and the possibility of 
asking the Newsletter Volunteer group to 
have to come another day, which in turn then 
causes the newsletter to mailed out late. I 
truly appreciate your help and understanding 
in this matter. This will remain in effect from 
now on. Again I thank you very much for your 
understanding.  
                               Thank you-Jodi  

May Kid’s Church Schedule 

June 11th — 10:30 AM 

June 25th — 9:00 AM 

for children age  

3 through 4th grade 
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“Little Friends Youth Group “ 

9 

Thank you all for your support in 

this important Ministry!  

We will see  you back here on  
September 15th, 2017 

St. John’s 2017 VBS 

July 10-14  

9 AM to Noon Each Day 

Mark your calendar now! 
Check out the Bulletin board 

across from the Pastor's office because it is 

 "geared up with lots of items to donate"    ~~ 
Please help where you can, and thank you, in advance, 

for your help making this year's VBS successful!! 

Register early for a free DVD of this year's VBS music. 

Copy this link to register: 
https://vbspro.events/p/saintjohnvbs 

https://vbspro.events/p/saintjohnvbs
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June  Volunteers 

AA Monitors 

Sundays Evenings at 8 PM 

June 7 — Joann Conard 

June  11—Barry Smith 

June 18 — Carol Heckman 

June  25 — Shawn Pauley 

Soup Kitchen Friday, June 16th 
 

 

 

Blanche miller, Janice jones,  
pat hite, Barbara terry 

 
Opportunity House  
Saturday, June 24th 

Tina & Dan Royer and Friends 

 

          

 

Soup Kitchen 
      138 South 6th Street  

Reading, PA   
 

On the third Friday of each month, 
excluding July and August, the members of 
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150 
needy people in our community at the New 
Journey Community Outreach Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM. 
All the food is there and we assemble the 
lunches, including making sandwiches, 
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and 
preparing trays. 
 

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the 
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup 
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal 
that the people have in a day and they are 
most grateful for the meal and for our 
service. 
 

We enjoy the fellowship with the members 
of St John's and with the people we serve. 
 

Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3 
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we 
encourage car pooling among our members. 
 

Please consider serving and contact Sandy 
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at 
church. 

 
Civil Rights training is required to work with the clients during distribution of the food. You can 
review the civil rights training materials at http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Content/Files/
WAFPCivilRightsTraining.pdf . After reviewing the material, please sign the sheet indicating that 
you have reviewed the training materials. (See John Goshert if you have any questions.) We 
appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate. 

This month the pantry is critically short of 
Canned tuna, Marshmallow fluff, Canned fruits (except applesauce). 

Canned vegetables (except green beans). 
Of course, we will accept all contributions of non-perishable food. 

 
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need. 

Next pantry setup date is Thursday, June 15th  at 2 PM with food distribution on  
Friday, June 16th at 2:30 PM. 

M A Y  S E R V E  T E A M  M E E T I N G  
 

 

T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  2 0 T H  
7 : 0 0 P M  

 

June Monthly Mission 

Designation: 

Church World Services 
 

10 
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Meals for Members 
   The Care Team 

After an injury or a hospital 
stay, our members may 
have difficulty preparing 

meals for a short time. The 
Care Team is offering a 

service to our members, temporarily while they 
are healing, to prepare and deliver a meal to 

them.  
  

If you are interested in preparing a meal and  
delivering it to a St John's member during their 

recovery, please sign up on the  
"Meals for Members"  

sheet on the volunteer board.  
  

Also, if you are recovering and need a meal, 
please call the church office and we will arrange 

for someone to prepare and deliver a meal to 
you. 

 
Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team  
service. Thank you for your kindness and  

compassion. 
 

 

If you, or someone you know, is 
going through a tough time, 

physically, mentally, or spiritually and would 
like prayer, please call the church office and 

we will make sure that they get on the  
Prayer Chain List. Please ask them first if it’s 

OK if we pray for them by their name. 
 

 
 
 
 

People Without Partners  

Monthly Luncheon —  

Wednesday,  June 21st, 1 PM 

Red Lobster Restaurant 
945 Woodland Rd,  

Wyomissing, PA 19610  

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, or a ride to the 

luncheon, please call Jeanette Minnich at (610) 

678-1740.   Sign up sheet is located on the 

bulletin board outside of the office. 

M A Y  C A R E  T E A M  M E E T I N G  
 

 

T U E S D A Y ,  J U N E  2 0 T H  @  6  P M  

Do you have extra smiles to give away? 
We have a wonderful opportunity for you to 
visit our members "whose smiles we miss" 
and are not able to attend church regularly. 

A visit, a phone call, a personal note will 
bring smiles to these members. 

Please sign up to bring smiles to a member 
on the member listing on 

the bulletin board. Let's fill every name! 
Doreen Moll, who is coordinating this pro-

ject, and Sandy Myskowski, 
thank you for your kindness. Smile! 
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April 2017 Financial Summary 
Through four months, the financial position of the church for 2017 appears optimistic. It is im-
portant to note reasons for the year-to-date positive cash flow are 1) $19,000 in reduced staff sala-
ries and benefits 2) $8,700 reduced property expenses and 3) a $12,000 gift to fill the budget gap. 
Genesis preschool is showing positive income for the year and fundraising has produced $19,172 
of cash flow for the church. The first four months of the year have been strong with two five-
Sunday months, Easter, and three successful fundraising efforts culminating with over fifteen thou-
sand dollars being raised by the egg project. Giving during the summer months is typically lighter 
with school break and vacations. Church expenses are steady with upkeep of the property, staff 
salaries, and team mission costs. Simply Giving is the most effective way to ensure that the church 
receives your contributions consistently and regularly. Simply giving forms are available in the 
church office. Giving statements for the first four months of the year will be mailed to members in 
May. Please note any discrepancies on your statement and return to Jodi’s mail box in the office 
for investigation. Giving statements are mailed three times per year; as of 4-30, as of 8-31, and at 
year-end. It is helpful for you to review these earlier in the year so that they are accurate at 
12-31. VBS needs the congregation’s support to fund the week-long event for 80+ children. In your 
envelope package is a giving envelope for Vacation Bible School (the envelope is dated June 18, 
2017.) Please use this envelope for your donations to VBS. You can also use a plain pew enve-
lope and write VBS on the envelope. Thank you. 
             Respectfully submitted, 
          Gail R. Hauseman, Treasurer 
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June 2 
Wendell Datesman 

 

June 4 
Geraldine Kreider 

 

June 5 
   Molly Aiman  

          Ethan Fritz  
 Susan Heckman  

          Carrie Hunter  
 

June 6 
         Eric Kragness  

  Debra Westmoreland-Ramirez 
 

June 7 
Zachary Fisher  
David Nagle  
Robert Stone  

 

June 8 
Dallas Lutz  

 

June 9 
Caroline Agentowicz  
Nathan Agentowicz  

Jane Kramer  
 

June 10 
    Peter V Bonargo  

Michael Bross  
 

June 11 
    Ruth Weber  

 

June 13 
       Sandy Drobeck  

   David Sands  
     Jill Tobias  

 

June 14 
      June Bingaman  

    Paul Moll  
 

 

June 15 
  June Behle  

    Barbara Bressler  
Laura Dietrich  
Doris Hetrich  

 

June 18 
    Theresa Conners  

 

June 20 
   Lisa Drebushenko  

 

June 21 
    Ashley Witman  

 

June 22 
Jennifer Long  

   Carol Rentschler  
Aiden Tobias  

 

June 23 
 Ethan Brower  
Mallorie Cook  
Joseph Liptock  

     Andrew Witman  
 

June 24 
     Scott Hauseman  
    Albert Oxenreider  

   Jasper Saar  
 

June 25 
   Michael Brubaker  

Robert Smith  
   Carl Wiest  

      Ashley Wurster  
 

June 26 
Joseph Himmelberger  

Linda Swartz  
 

June 28 
     Cheyenne Loring  

    Ken Miller  
June 29 

Ian Foreman  
Russell Kilakis  

 

June 30 
  Kim Heffner  
 Derek Pauley  
Kristen Shockey 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 1 
Dennis & Barbara Stoner 

 

June 7 
Todd & Marilyn Frasso 

 

June 8 
Linda & Leo Braun 

  Stephen & Chaney Worcheck 
 

June 9 
   Richard & Barbara McCane 

 

June 14 
Heather & Kevin Riegel 

 

June 15 
Debbie & Richard Fick  

   Larry & Georgianne Jones  
 

June 16 
Russell & Iris Lis 

 

June 19 
Richard & Donna Noah 

 

June 21 
Arthur & Joyce Dojan  

 

June 22 
Robert & Joan Ely 

 

June 23 
George & Dawn Reinoehl Jr.  

 

June 24 
Andrew & Judy Romberger  

 

June 27 
    Erik & Darcie Saar  
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To the Congregation & St. John’s Care Team, 
Thank you for the Easter Joy that I received. The lovely cards, 
the delicious Easter eggs, all the goodies, and the beautiful 
cross. Also the children who beautifully decorated the Easter 
bags. Your caring means so much to me.    Blessings, 
                                                                 June Bingaman 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you so much for serving our clients.  
Your group is fantastic. WOW!!!  

 
         Denise at New Journey Community Outreach 
 

 
 
 

Bingo Ministry...  
St. John’s supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in 
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month  vol-
unteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing bin-
go.  The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game and of course win. 
The volunteers have an opportunity share the word from the ‘outside’ and in many 
cases the only outside contact. We are always looking for new volunteers to assist. If 
interested please contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at 

w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net.  
 
We are also in need of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples 
of personal care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not necessarily new, used but nice for Wernersville), 
candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey Bars. There is a collection station in the parlor for your 

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring your receipts 
to the Church Office and St. John’s will receive 1% of each bill. 
You need to use your Redner’s card in order for the church 
to receive the 1%.                            Thank you! 

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in 

your mobility once you are home?  Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to 

hear what equipment we have available.  Currently here at the church we have 

walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other  

miscellaneous items. 



The staff at St. John’s... 

 

Parish Office: 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 

Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator 

Betty Epler, Finance Administrator 

Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director 

Terry Pearson, Custodian 

Greg Klein, Custodian 

Michele Brossman, Custodian 
 

Genesis Preschool: 
 

Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time 

Tracy Arena 

Elaine Levkoff 

Sue Nagle 

Tracy Reed  

Stefanie Steffey 

Kim Swartz 

Tracey Trout  

Mary Ann Weiherer 

Betsy Wright 

 

 

Congregational Council: 

Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative 

Jan Velekei, Learn Team Council Representative 

Dale Whitehead, Serve Team Council Representative 

Russell Lis, Worship Team Council Representative 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 
 

Congregational Officers: 

Patrick Velekei, President 

Jim Roth, Vice-President 

Gail Hauseman, Treasurer 

Scott Winkleman, Secretary 

We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful 

people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to 

orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love 

God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind; 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor 

for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of 

heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved, 

welcomed and where all people matter to God.  In 

consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, we are doing God’s Work with Our 

Hands. 

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,  
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.  

Phone: (610) 678-1088 

Fax: (610) 678-3484 

Website:  www.saintjohnss.com 

E-mail:  stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 

4125 Penn Avenue 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 


