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What’s in this month's issue of the Light:
Page 2 and 3..Pastor’s Page
Page 4… Boy Scout Troup, Sponsorship
Page 5… Life Line Screening, Synod Convention
Page 6… Sunday School Info and Sponsorships and More...
Page 7… Worship Info
Page 8… Church Picnic
Page 9… Summer Worship, Children’s Chapel Time
Page 10...Serve
Page 11...Care
Page 12...The Shack Bible Study , VBS
Page 13...Financials
Page 14...Birthdays and Anniversaries
Page 15...Thank you and more...
Page 16..Church info
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Pastor’s
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Dear Saint John’s,
Isn’t the aroma of fresh baked bread just magical? It is said that our sense of smell is the
one most deeply attached to our memories. I guess that’s why certain smells can transport
us to completely different moments in time. The aroma of fresh baked bread does that to
me. One whiff and I am once again a child in my grandmother’s lap anticipating some
celebratory feast with the whole family. One whiff and I am home.

Pastors are sometimes asked, “What kind of bread should we use for Communion?” So, I thought I would
make this installment of “Why do we do that?” a message that addressed this question.
It is common for people to refer to Jesus’ Last Supper as the
biblical point of reference for the kind of bread we ought to use
for Communion. From this event we might quickly come to the
conclusion that the bread for Communion ought to be some
sort of unleavened bread, or matzo. After all, that is the proper
bread that would be found on any table celebrating Passover,
otherwise known as the feast of unleavened bread, which, technically speaking, is what the Last Supper was. According to the
Exodus story, when the Children of Israel were leaving Egypt,
they had no time to wait until their bread rose, so they baked it
before it had a chance to rise (Exodus 12:39). Therefore the
people celebrated the Passover with unleavened bread, and still do, to remember God’s deliverance for
them from Egypt.
Our celebration of Holy Communion, however, is not a remembrance of Passover. Holy Communion is a
present-tense partaking of our promised eternity in the Kingdom of Heaven. As we remember the mighty
ways in which God delivered His people through the events of ancient days, we remember as well the way
that God saves us now through the life, death and new life of Jesus. St. John wrote, “Our forefathers ate
the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I
tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said,
‘from now on give us this bread.’ Then Jesus declared, ‘I am the
bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who
believes in me will never be thirsty (John 6:31-35).’”
Holy Communion is so much more than merely a remembrance of
Jesus’ Last Supper. It is the bread that came down from heaven. It is
the bread which gives life to the world such that all who eat it will
never go hungry. Holy Communion is, for the believer, a spiritual feast where we take in, quite literally,
the grace of God. Therefore, we may want the loaf upon our worship table to reflect more than a memory
of the Last Supper. We may want a fully leavened loaf of bread on our Communion table that reflects the
fullness of life promised to us through faith in Jesus.
We may want a fully leavened loaf of bread on our Communion table that reflects the fullness of life
promised to us through faith in Jesus.
Continued on next page...
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Such bread to us may seem like ordinary bread. It may not seem special enough. The flat unleavened, matzo
bread is so out of the ordinary for us that it may seem like it makes it more special to us. But, what’s really
special about Communion? Is it that we use extra-ordinary bread? Or, is it that God is being revealed with us
in this ordinary bread? Further, is it that God uses this sacrament to change the ordinary in us into
something extraordinary for Jesus’ ministry? Through Communion God changes us, and for Jesus’ sake,
prepares us for His eternal home.
This brings me back to where I began this letter. There’s really only one question to ask ourselves when
considering what kind of bread we should use for Communion. Does this bread, this aroma, this taste, this
texture—even as ordinary table bread as it is---does it remind us of home? If yes, then use it for Holy
Communion, because it is in this ritual that Christ is fully present in the bread and the wine to forgive our
sins and welcome us, once again, into our eternal home.
As always,
In Jesus’ love,

Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich

The troop has been very busy since the nicer weather kicked in. We had church members and brothers Chris and Matt Drasher receive their Eagle Rank over the Memorial
Day holiday. The troop backpacked on the Appalachian Trail at Bake Oven Knob. We
also had our older scouts go on a five day high adventure trip to McAfee Knob on the
Appalachian Trail near Roanoke, VA and from there headed to Grandfather Mountain
near Boone, NC. The boys and leaders experienced some unbelievable vistas and high
elevation hiking and climbing to over 5800’. Our younger scouts also attended ‘Patriot
Days’ at Daniel Boone Homestead. The troop will have 15 scouts at Hawk Mountain Summer Camp in July
and looks forward to more fun ahead.
Bill Busher, Scoutmaster

Open July Dates for Flower Sponsors: $40
July 2nd
Open Summer Dates for Bulletin Sponsors: $25
July 2nd, 9th, 16th and 30th

Please fill out the Sponsorship charts outside of the church office if you would like to
sponsor a Sunday. Thank you!
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Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive
health screenings will be in our community on Thursday, October 19, 2017
at St. John's Lutheran Church. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk factors
for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery
(plaque buildup-a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement or weak
area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to the rest of the body), Peripheral
Arterial Disease (hardening of the arteries in the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG
to detect Atrial Fibrillation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men
and women. Being proactive about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor
address problems early.
Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle and receive your
“Community Circle” discount and your Preferred Appointment!
Synod Convention Kalahari Resort
June 2-3, 2017
Pastor, Chuck Coleman and I had the privilege of attending the
Northeastern PA Synod convention at Kalahari Resort in the
Poconos. It was great to see how busy the Synod is and how our
congregational dollars given are being used. The outreach of our
dollars not only is used locally but globally in so many worthy
causes, after disasters, helping create wells for villages to have
clean water, back bags and school supplies for children in need in
our own area, help for low income families and the list goes on and
on. Many congregations showed various ways their congregation
does outreach and it is very clear how the ELCA is reaching out and providing support for our
neighbors near and afar. We heard how the Lutheran and Catholic churches are working
together in a common mission. There is a Pennsylvania Council of churches where leaders if
various faith expressions are meeting together in unity and helping one another. Smaller
churches with low attendance are combining as one, often two different faith churches combined
as one and being served by one Pastor who serves both churches and both faiths. The Rev. Dr.
Kathryn Kleinhans talked in great depth about Luther’s catechism and broke down in detail all of
the parts. She also challenged us to live our baptism and follow through with all the baptismal
promises. We are called to love our neighbors and that means our enemies too. She shared two
pictures with us, one picture was one of the shooters at Columbine, and one was the shooter at
a Mississippi bible study. Both young men were baptized and confirmed Christians and she
stated how fellow Christians failed them. These two young men were not being loved and as
Pastor also shared in his recent sermon about Global Cooling, our world is becoming cold to one
another and divided by our differences, truly not following the commandment to love one another. Our synod dollars are working hard in reaching out and creating ministries and assistance to
help show love to our neighbors. The newly elected vice president of Synod Barbara Huffman
would like the opportunity to be invited into all the churches to talk to members of each
congregation, hear their joys and successes but also hear your struggles and shortcomings.
Just another way our Synod is trying to reach out in support of all of us. The theme love your
neighbor is all around us and it is so exciting to see all the various ways we here at Saint John’s
provide outreach in so many ways. I thank you for the opportunity to attend this year’s Synod
Convention, it was very enlightening.
Debbie Fick
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Sunday School News

June

‘Children's Chapel Time’ Schedule for June is:
Every Week at the 9AM service
for ages 3 through 4th grade

Altar Flowers Sponsors
July 2 — OPEN
July 9—Dale Moyer
July 16 — Sharon Schlessman
July 23 — Dick & Shirley Davis
July 30— Greg & Anne Klein

There will be no Sunday School
classes held June 25 through
September 3 this summer. We offer
one worship service at 9:00 am each
Sunday with
‘Children's Chapel Time’
at every service and a fellowship hour following
worship.
Please join us this summer as we worship together!

*Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.

Bulletin Sponsors
July 2 — OPEN
July 9—OPEN
July 16 — OPEN
July 23 — Maxine Hornberger
July 30— OPEN
Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

Looking for a Good Read This Summer?
The adult and children’s libraries at St. John’s are full
of new releases,
classic novels, fun children’s books, inspirational
materials and DVDs.
Check it out – you might just find the perfect book
for your summer reading pleasure!!

Altar Guild — May-August
Communion and Linens
Deb Dietrich (Ch),
Joyce Aukamp, Marcia Biehl
Flowers and Candles
Charlene Wessner (Ch),
Linda Yanchocik,
Heather Riegel

Learn Team monthly meetings
are changed to the third Tuesday
of each month. The next
meeting is Tuesday, July 18th at 6:00 pm.
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!

Paraments
Dona Ziska (Ch),
Vicki Stauffer, Peggy Columbus

AUGUST LEARN TEAM MEETING

JULY WORSHIP TEAM MEETING

LEARN
TUESDAY, AUGUST 1ST @ 6PM

WORSHIP
TUESDAY, JULY 5TH @ 7PM
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Audio/Video Techs are
needed to help out at
both services on
Sunday mornings.
If you are interested in helping, please
see Jacob Meinig, contact him at
ringerandtrumpeter11@gmail.com or call
the church office at 610-678-1088.
Thank you!

July’s ‘Children's Chapel Time’
Schedule
Every week at the 9AM Service
June 25th-August 20th
for children age
3 through 4th grade

Training will be provided.

Do you have a student who will be graduating soon
and heading off to college/trade school/military in
the fall?

Please note: the deadline
for the August Newsletter is
Wednesday, July 12th
If your article is not received
in the Church office by 2PM
on this day via email
(stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com) or received in
the office via mail or phone, it will not appear
in the July newsletter. I am sorry if this causes
you any inconvenience, but the process from
start to finish requires this deadline to be
kept or it throws off all work needed to be
done in this office and the possibility of
asking the Newsletter Volunteer group to
have to come another day, which in turn then
causes the newsletter to mailed out late. I
truly appreciate your help and understanding
in this matter. This will remain in effect from
now on. Again I thank you very much for your
understanding.
Thank you-Jodi

If you do, please contact Jodi in the office @ 610678-1088 and let us know which school/military
branch so that your student can be presented with
a scarf in their school's colors before leaving.
Your student will also be included on the college
mailing list and will receive the church newsletter
along with special mailings to let them know we
are thinking about them. Please let the office know
the student's address once they are settled in.
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JULY SERVE TEAM MEETING

TUESDAY, JULY 18TH 7:00PM
Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA

July Volunteers
AA Monitors
Sundays Evenings at 8 PM
July 2 — Dick Barnett
July 9—Joanne Conard
July 16 — Barry Smith
July 23 — Carol Heckman
July 30— Shawn Pauley

On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.

Opportunity House
Saturday, July 22, 2017
Judy & Andy Romberger, Judi & Bob
Forry, Pat & Phil Hite

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.
We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John's and with the people we serve.
Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.

July Monthly Mission
Designation:
God’s Precious Children

Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at
church.

Civil Rights training is required to work with the clients during distribution of the food. You can
review the civil rights training materials at http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Content/Files/
WAFPCivilRightsTraining.pdf . After reviewing the material, please sign the sheet indicating that
you have reviewed the training materials. (See John Goshert if you have any questions.) We
appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate.
This month the pantry is critically short of
Canned tuna, Marshmallow fluff, Canned fruits (except applesauce).
Canned vegetables (except green beans).
Of course, we will accept all contributions of non-perishable food.
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need.
Next pantry setup date is Thursday, June 15th at 2 PM with food distribution on
Friday, June 16th at 2:30 PM.
9
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People Without Partners
Monthly Luncheon —
Wednesday, July 12th, 1 PM
If you, or someone you know, is
going through a tough time,
physically, mentally, or spiritually and would
like prayer, please call the church office and
we will make sure that they get on the
Prayer Chain List. Please ask them first if it’s
OK if we pray for them by their name.

121 S Centre Ave. Leesport PA 19533
For more information, or a ride to the
luncheon, please call Jeanette Minnich at (610)
678-1740. Sign up sheet is located on the
bulletin board outside of the office.

Meals for Members
The Care Team
After an injury or a hospital
stay, our members may
have difficulty preparing
meals for a short time. The
Care Team is offering a
service to our members, temporarily while they
are healing, to prepare and deliver a meal to
them.

Do you have extra smiles to give away?
We have a wonderful opportunity for you to
visit our members "whose smiles we miss"
and are not able to attend church regularly.
A visit, a phone call, a personal note will
bring smiles to these members.
Please sign up to bring smiles to a member
on the member listing on
the bulletin board. Let's fill every name!
Doreen Moll, who is coordinating this project, and Sandy Myskowski,
thank you for your kindness. Smile!

If you are interested in preparing a meal and
delivering it to a St John's member during their
recovery, please sign up on the
"Meals for Members"
sheet on the volunteer board.
Also, if you are recovering and need a meal,
please call the church office and we will arrange
for someone to prepare and deliver a meal to
you.

MAY CARE TEAM MEETING

Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team
service. Thank you for your kindness and
compassion.

TUESDAY, JULY 18TH @ 6 PM
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On the Bulletin board
across from the Pastor's office is "geared up with
lots of items to donate" ~~
Please help where you can, and thank you, in advance,
for your help making this year's VBS successful!!
Register early for a free DVD of this year's VBS music.
Items needed for VBS:
Rice or Corn Chex Cereal, Animal Crackers, Regular Marshmallows
Mini Marshmallows, Vanilla Frosting, Goldfish, Gummy Worms
Gallons of Water, 7" paper plates, 7oz Cups, Napkins, Paper Towels
12

Edwina J. Speidel Bequest to St. John’s Lutheran Church
St. John’s is the recipient of a bequest from the estate of Edwina J. Speidel in the
amount of $57,888.94. Edwina was born March 18, 1932 and passed July 13, 2016.
Edwina was active in Bible study and was an instructor at vacation Bible school. She
helped fellow church members with rides and along with husband Harry, enjoyed
attending events with the friendship club. Pastor Harry Bohn described Edwina as a
kind and compassionate lady who lived out her faith. She was excited about looking
into scripture and how it related to current events.
Edwina’s generosity extends not only to St. John’s but she also bequested gifts to Penn State University,
Olivet Boys and Girls Club of Reading, and the Berks County Public Libraries.

Council would like to see this unexpected gift used in support of church growth. The specifics of how best to
support church growth will be discussed in the upcoming months and worked into the development of the
2018 budget. Likely this could involve adding staff in areas of need. Communications and youth have been
identified as areas that are currently lacking the necessary staff-hours for success. Any plans for additional
staff would be voted on by the congregation in the 2018 budget process this fall.
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer
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7/1
Riley Pauley
Betty Troy
7/2
Daniel Bross

7/3
Arthur Dojan
Krystal Yoder
7/5
Joan Breidenstine
Melissa Davies
Ryan Velekei
7/6
Janice M. Jones
7/7
Kelsey Lillis
7/8
Tiffany Allbert
William Kline
Lynnette Meinig
7/9
Richard Corroon
7/10
Evelyn Butkus
Gail Hauseman
Brett Stewart
7/11
Steven Roth

7/12
Patricia Bohn

7/15
McKenna Brower
7/16
Brenda Bowers
William Kase
7/17
Matthew Frasso
7/18
Harold Dietrich
Joyce Dojan
Jacqueline Eby
Katelyn Fioravanti
Jesse Lutz
Barbara Weller
7/20
Camryn Meyers
Jack Oesterling
7/21
Shirley Davis
Donald Keener
Deanna Riegel

7/22
Jon Rocwood

7/30
Charles Coleman
Anne Elliott
Kyle Heiden
Sally Orth
7/31
Greg Klein
Shirley Urkuski

July 1
Philip & Patricia Hite
July 2
Lawrence & Bonita Hensley
July 10
Dave & Cheryl Miller

July 15
Kenneth & Laura Gifford

7/23
Anna Marie Mosser

July 22
Steven & Karen Allen

7/24
Richard Wanner

July 25
Anthony & Krysta Reber

7/25
William Long
7/27
Philip Hite
Shelly Small

7/13
Nicholas Shockey
Dale Whitehead

7/28
Jane Corroon
Emily Schwambach

7/14
Gloria Fioravanti
Kevin Hollinger
Eileen Neiman

7/29
Hudson Blanchard
Meredith Velekei
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July 29
Ron & Ena Bieber

July 30
James & Evelyn Trexler
July 31
Harry & Carole Bohn Jr.
Steven & Kathy Sawlsville

On behalf of the entire Literacy Council staff and board members, I
would like to thank you for your support. Your financial aid and positive
comments are the fuel that keeps us moving forward to make the
Council a better organization!
Sincerely,
Ryan A. Breisch
Executive Director

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring your receipts
to the Church Office and St. John’s will receive 1% of each bill.
You need to use your Redner’s card in order for the church
to receive the 1%.
Thank you!
So far this year, St. John’s has received over $500 from you handing your
receipts in! Thank you so much and please continue to shop Redner’s.
Bingo Ministry...
St. John’s supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month
volunteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing
bingo. The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game and of course
win. The volunteers have an opportunity share the word from the ‘outside’ and in
many cases the only outside contact. We are always looking for new volunteers to assist. If interested please
contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net.
We are also in need of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples
of personal care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not necessarily new, used but nice for Wernersville),
candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey Bars. There is a collection station in the parlor for your
contributions. Thank you!

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in
your mobility once you are home? Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to
hear what equipment we have available. Currently here at the church we have
walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other
miscellaneous items.
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We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor
for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of
heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God’s Work with Our
Hands.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John’s...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director
Terry Pearson, Custodian
Greg Klein, Custodian
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Tracy Arena
Elaine Levkoff
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Stefanie Steffey
Kim Swartz
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright

Congregational Council:
Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative
Jan Velekei, Learn Team Council Representative
Dale Whitehead, Serve Team Council Representative
Russell Lis, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Jim Roth, President
Cleann Pauley, Vice-President
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer
Scott Winkleman, Secretary

