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Sunday, August 27th 
Sinking Spring Park 

Ruth Street & Evans Ave 
Begins at 10:30am with worship 

Followed by: 
                                          *Food 

BINGO 
Bounce House 

Cake Walk 
  Candy Scramble 
   Kick Ball Game 

*The picnic is POT LUCK. We will need attendees 
to  please bring side dishes. There will be no outlets 
for crock pots. Please bring things such as potato or 
macaroni, or green salads, deviled or red beet eggs,  

olives, pickles, chips, veggies, fruit and desserts.  
 

Bring a chair and a drinking cup. 



Dear Saint John’s, 

 

How do we involve children in worship? 

If you’ve been to worship this summer, then you’ve probably noticed Children’s Chapel 

Time.  This has been an experiment with addressing that question.  Gone are the days when 

children are “seen but not heard.”   Culturally, the place of children has risen to a much more 

valued place.   But, how do we evolve our worship services, liturgies and environments to be 

more welcoming to children?   

 

When I was a child, larger family gatherings for meals included two tables.  There was the table where the 

adults enjoyed the finer of things.  And then there was the kid’s table.  The kids table was fine when I was too 

young to know the difference.  By the time I was about eight it was like being exiled from the “real” people to 

the land of misfit toys.  The whole experience did little to teach me table manners, and instead instilled a 

lesson of earned privilege and place; not the message my parents were aiming for I’m sure.  Today, many 

parents including myself have discarded the kid’s table philosophy.  This has meant for noisier, messier 

dining experiences, but it has also meant that children are learning table manners instead of an outdated view 

of privilege and place.   

 

The evolution of children in worship is like that of the 

kid’s table.  For the last few generations the church’s 

practice has been to provide a nursery and use it like that 

of the kid’s table.  At the same time, there have been 

virtually no accommodations made to the liturgies and 

the architectures of our churches to allow for the growth 

of children from the nursery into worship.   Even as 

recent as my time in seminary professors were still 

teaching that children’s sermons were inappropriate, 

because they are too much of a distraction since children 

cannot understand the more abstract message of the 

gospel.  I’m glad I took the advice of my internship 

supervisor over that of my professor on this one.  

Children’s sermons have always been a part of my plans for weekly worship.  But, apart from the children’s 

sermon, worship is generally still designed for adults, and the nursery is still the church’s only answer to 

parents bringing young children.  The result is far too many children spending valuable formative years 

playing with toys in nurseries instead of growing in faith to appreciate worship.  At Saint John’s we’ve 

learned that a more helpful approach is needed.  We may not have all the kinks worked out, and the present 

form of Children’s Chapel Time may not be the final answer to this question.  But, we realize that we must 

treat the unique gifts and the particular needs of children as valuable to the whole church family. 

 

The challenge for worship is to include children even when much of what we do will always be above their 

developmental level.  Children grow in stages.  Their capacity for language develops over time, as well as 

their ability to sit still for long periods.  But, like the kid’s table example, the value of gathering the whole 

family together around the same table far outweighs the challenges associated with doing so. 

There are a few things we need to keep in mind as we work together through these challenges.  First, we need 

to make an effort to engage all the senses.  Children especially respond to environments and experiences that 

are multi-sensory.   
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Even though young children may not grasp much of the language, they will take in the sights, sounds, 

smells, and even tastes of worship.  In planning worship, we can take into consideration the way our wor-

ship incorporates all the senses.  We can put parents at ease by fostering an environment which encourages 

them to allow their children to touch things, come close to things in the chancel area, play in the water of 

the font, or come near the flame of the paschal candle.  We can also invite parents to bring their children 

for first Holy Communion at much younger ages than 5th grade. Second, we can be deliberate about demon-

strating and teaching our children to display reverence.  Exchanging the peace and making the sign of the 

cross on the forehead or across the body are ways in which our children pick up on reverence very easily.  

Third, children are creatures of habit.  Repetition, ritual, routine enable them to bring meaning and security 

to their lives.  This translates to the worship experience.  When some of us feel that parts of the liturgy are 

becoming rote or too familiar, that’s when children may just be grasping it.  Introducing newness while 

maintaining a sense of familiarity requires a bit of balance, but it is helpful to the formation of ritual and 

security for all ages.   

 

Our summer experiment with Children’s Chapel Time, the inclusion of children as ushers, and the spirit of 

welcome to children and their parents among the whole congregation have been very well received so far.  

Summer tends to be a time in which experimentation is generally tolerated, and Saint John’s is generally a 

very forgiving place of worship.  My hope for this newsletter article is that it will inform you of the im-

portance of continuing this experiment beyond the summer toward a more permanent and deliberate prac-

tice of involving children in worship.   

 

It is helpful to recall Jesus’ welcome of children.  Many 

of us are familiar with the often quoted, “let the children 

come to me” (Matthew 19:14).  But we might forget 

how radical such a welcome was in Jesus’ time.   

Children were outsiders, afforded little value in the  

society.  Christians—in worship and in all dimensions 

of life together—have the gift and the call to welcome 

children.  While there is much that we are charged with 

teaching them, the message from the Scriptures is that 

we, adults, have something to learn from them.   

 

As always,  

In Jesus’ love, 

 
 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 

Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 

Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 

Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com


4 

 

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of community-based preventive 
health screenings will be in our community on Thursday, October 19, 

2017 at St. John's Lutheran Church. Ultrasound screenings to Identify risk 
factors for Cardiovascular disease include; Carotid Artery (plaque buildup

- a leading cause of stroke), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (an enlargement 
or weak area in the main blood vessel that carries blood from the heart to 
the rest of the body), Peripheral Arterial Disease (hardening of the arter-
ies in the legs), a Heart Rhythm Screening (an EKG to detect Atrial Fibril-

lation-irregular heartbeat) and an Osteoporosis Risk Assessment for men and women.  
Being proactive about your health by knowing your risks helps you and your doctor address problems early. 

Register online TODAY at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle  and receive your  
“Community Circle” discount and your  

Preferred Appointment!  
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Sunday School News  

‘Children's Chapel Time’ Schedule for June is: 
Every Week at the 9AM service 

for ages 3 through 4th grade 
 

 
There will be no Sunday School 

classes held June 25 through 
September 3 this summer.  We offer 
one worship service at 9:00 am each 

Sunday with  
                      ‘Children's Chapel Time’  

at every service and a fellowship hour following 
worship.   

Please join us this summer as we worship together! 
 
 
 
 
 
Looking for a Good Read This Summer? 

The adult and children’s libraries at St. John’s are full 
of new releases,  

classic novels, fun children’s books, inspirational 
materials and DVDs.  

 Check it out – you might just find the perfect book 
for your summer reading pleasure!!   

 
 

Team Meetings are changed to 
the third Tuesday of each 

month.  The next meeting is 
Tuesday, August 15th at 6:00 pm. 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Au- gust 
 

Altar Flowers Sponsors 
 

August 6 — Richard & Pat Bentz  

August 13 — Elaine & Larry Schmidt 

August 20— Bob & Judi Forry 

August 27 — Marilyn Keller 

*Please note: On a day when flowers are not 

sponsored, there will not be a fresh   

arrangement for that week. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors 
August 6 — OPEN 

August 13 — Pat Bohn 

August 20— OPEN 

August 27 — OPEN 
 

Sponsorship cost:  $40 Altar Flowers,  

$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week  

following your sponsorship.  

Altar Guild — Sept-Dec 
 

Communion and Linens 

Peggy Columbus (Ch),  

Vicki Stauffer, Dona Ziska 
 

Flowers and Candles 

Joyce Aukamp (Ch), 

Marcia Biehl,  

Deb Dietrich 
 

Paraments 

Heather Riegel (Ch), 

Charlene Wessner, Linda Yanchocik 
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Audio/Video Techs are 
needed to help out at 

both services on 
Sunday mornings.  

If you are interested in helping, please 
see Jacob Meinig, contact him at  

ringerandtrumpeter11@gmail.com or call 
the church office at 610-678-1088. 

Thank you!  

Training will be provided.            

                                       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note:  
the deadline for the  

September Newsletter is 
Wednesday, August 9th 

If your article is not received 
in the Church office by 2PM 

on this day via email 
(stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com) or received in 
the office via mail or phone, it will not appear 
in the July newsletter. I am sorry if this causes 
you any inconvenience, but the process from 
start to finish requires this deadline to be 
kept or it throws off all work needed to be 
done in this office and the possibility of 
asking the Newsletter Volunteer group to 
have to come another day, which in turn then 
causes the newsletter to mailed out late. I 
truly appreciate your help and understanding 
in this matter. This will remain in effect from 
now on. Again I thank you very 
much for your understanding.  

Do you have a student who will be graduating 
soon and heading off to college/trade school/

military in the fall?   
If you do, please contact Jodi in the office @ 
610-678-1088 and let us know which school/
military branch so that your student can be 

presented with a scarf in their school's colors 
before leaving. 

Your student will also be included on the col-
lege mailing list and will receive the church 
newsletter along with special mailings to let 

them know we are thinking about 
them.  Please let the office know the student's 

address once they are settled in. 



   

         
           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Little Friends Youth Group “ 
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Thank you all for your support in 

this important Ministry!  

We will see  you back here on  
September 15th, 2017 

 

Thank you to all who helped in any way 
to make this year's VBS 
program such a success: 
St. John’s Egg Committee 

The following Business's al-
so helped: 

Savor Street 
Sweet Street 
Weis Markets 

Redner's Markets 
Giant Food 

Clover Farms 
Thrivent 
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August Volunteers 
AA Monitors 

Sundays Evenings at 8 PM 

August 6— Dick Barnett 

August 13—Joanne Conard 

August 20— Barry Smith 

August 27— Carol Heckman 

 
Opportunity House  
Saturday, August 26 

Fran & Ray Himes, Sheila & Dale Faust,  

Sandy Miller, Sandy Myskowski 

 

          

 

Soup Kitchen 
      138 South 6th Street  

Reading, PA   
 

On the third Friday of each month, 
excluding July and August, the members of 
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150 
needy people in our community at the New 
Journey Community Outreach Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM. 
All the food is there and we assemble the 
lunches, including making sandwiches, 
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and 
preparing trays. 
 

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the 
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup 
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal 
that the people have in a day and they are 
most grateful for the meal and for our 
service. 
 

We enjoy the fellowship with the members 
of St John's and with the people we serve. 
 

Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3 
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we 
encourage car pooling among our members. 
 

Please consider serving and contact Sandy 
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at 
church. 

 
Civil Rights training is required to work with the clients during distribution of the food. You can 
review the civil rights training materials at http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Content/Files/
WAFPCivilRightsTraining.pdf . After reviewing the material, please sign the sheet indicating that 
you have reviewed the training materials. (See John Goshert if you have any questions.) We 
appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate. 

This month the pantry is critically short of 
Canned tuna, Marshmallow fluff, Canned fruits (except applesauce). 

Canned vegetables (except green beans). 
Of course, we will accept all contributions of non-perishable food. 

 
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need. 

Next pantry setup date is Thursday, August at 2 PM with food distribution on  
Friday, June 16th at 2:30 PM. 

A U G U S T  S E R V E  T E A M  
 

 

T U E S D A Y ,  A U G U S T  1 5  @  
6 P M  

 

August Designation: 

8 
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Meals for Members 
   The Care Team 

After an injury or a hospital 
stay, our members may 
have difficulty preparing 

meals for a short time. The 
Care Team is offering a 

service to our members, temporarily while they 
are healing, to prepare and deliver a meal to 

them.  
  

If you are interested in preparing a meal and  
delivering it to a St John's member during their 

recovery, please sign up on the  
"Meals for Members"  

sheet on the volunteer board.  
  

Also, if you are recovering and need a meal, 
please call the church office and we will arrange 

for someone to prepare and deliver a meal to 
you. 

 
Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team  
service. Thank you for your kindness and  

compassion. 
 

 
If you, or someone you know, is 
going through a tough time, physically, 

mentally, or spiritually and would like prayer, 
please call the church office and we will 

make sure that they get on the  
Prayer Chain List. Please ask them first if it’s 

OK if we pray for them by their name. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

People Without Partners  

Monthly Luncheon —  

Wednesday,  August 9th, 1 PM 

Wyomissing Family Restaurant 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, or a ride to the 

luncheon, please call Jeanette Minnich at  

(610) 678-1740.   Sign up sheet is located on the 

bulletin board outside of the office. 

Do you have extra smiles to give away? 
We have a wonderful opportunity for you to 
visit our members "whose smiles we miss" 
and are not able to attend church regularly. 

A visit, a phone call, a personal note will 
bring smiles to these members. 

Please sign up to bring smiles to a member 
on the member listing on 

the bulletin board. Let's fill every name! 
Doreen Moll, who is coordinating this pro-

ject, and Sandy Myskowski, 
thank you for your kindness. Smile! 
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8/1 
     Richard Fick Jr.  

Doreen Moll  
Vivian Stetzler  

 

8/2 
    Lori Fritz  
 Sean Heiden  
  Kim Young  

 

8/3 
 Jack Froelich  

 

8/4 
Marilyn Keller  
Jillian Velekei  

    Linda Yanchocik  
 

8/5 
           Judy Romberger  

 

8/6 
  Jason Jones  

Iris Lis  
      Shadow Loring  
      Amanda Peiffer  

 

8/7 
  Dale Moyer  

 

8/8 
 Pam Kragness  

        Julian Stetzler  
       Andrea Urbina  

   Kayla Yerger  
 

8/9 
       Allison Brower  

    Robert Ely  
   Caitlyn Karr  

     Lynwood Meinig  
 

8/11 
Joyce Noecker  

8/12 
    Lori Ruth  

8/13 
    Krista Hauseman  
   Samantha Hensley  

   Ryan Kase  
 

8/14 
Brody Davies  

 

8/15 
   Jack Miller  

 

8/17 
   Micayla Bonargo  
      Daina Wurster  

 

8/18 
Elise Froelich  
Rhonda Ulrich  

 

8/19 
      Eva Oxenreider  

 

8/20 
 Lindsey Rockwood  

 

8/22 
    Lori Lillis  

 

8/23 
       Aleksander Agentowicz  

   Al Spotts  
   

8/24 
Tyler Orner  
Katie Sweitzer  

 

8/25 
     Joseph Wurster  

 

8/26 
    Jacob Malinowski  

 

8/27 
      Kevin Brossman  

 

8/28 
 Carole Bohn  

        Kristin Conklin  
  Daniel Evans  
   Julie Miller  

            Judith Valentine  

8/30 
  Mark Rutt  

 

8/31 
    Brooke Stewart  

 
 
 
 
 
 

8/1 
   Edward & Tracy Gundersen  
  Edwin & M. Elaine Schwenk  

 

8/6 
David & Susan Nagle  

 

8/7 
  Michael & Greta Brubaker  

 

8/8 
     Steve & Lynda Drasher  

 

8/9 
     Scott & Gail Hauseman  

 

8/15 
    Jim & Mandy Roth  

 

8/16 
Eric & Pam Kragness  

 

8/17 
     Allyn & Kirstin Shockey  

 

8/25 
   Dr. Robert & Judith Forry  

 

8/26 
    William & Jennifer Long  

 

8/27 
   Kevin & Michele Brossman  

 
8/31 

   Al & Betty Spotts  
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Bingo Ministry...  
St. John’s supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in 
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month   
volunteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing  
bingo.  The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game and of course 
win. The volunteers have an opportunity share the word from the ‘outside’ and in many 
cases the only outside contact. We are always looking for new volunteers to assist. If 
interested please contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at 

w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net. We are also in need of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes  
consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples of personal care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not necessarily 
new, used but nice for Wernersville), candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey Bars.  
                              There is a collection station in the parlor for your contributions. Thank you! 

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring your receipts 
to the Church Office and St. John’s will receive 1% of each bill. 
You need to use your Redner’s card in order for the church 
to receive the 1%.                            Thank you! 

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in 

your mobility once you are home?  Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to 

hear what equipment we have available.  Currently here at the church we have 

walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other  

miscellaneous items. 

To the Congregation of St John’s, 
Thank you for the cards, prayers and support my family received on 
the passing of my mother from myself and Marilyn. 
          Todd and Marilyn Frasso 

 

Thank  you all so much for your prayers for my daughter Brittany and 
baby Jude. As of this day, July 12th, Little Jude is still safe in Brittany. 
We are praying he doesn’t make his appearance until as close to his 
‘due date’ of September 7th, as possible. But at least not until week 37. 
I so appreciate the calls and emails, as well. It means so much to all of 
us! - Jodi Avanzato 

  
Dear Congregation of St. John’s,  
Thank you very much for your generous donation of $385.00 to the Western Berks Free Medical 
Clinic. Your donation and support is greatly appreciated! The Clinic has become a much needed 
resource for the community of Berks County. With appreciation-Stacie Dreibelbis,  
Administrative Director  (the entire letter is on the bulletin board outside of the office.) 



The staff at St. John’s... 
 

Parish Office: 
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator 
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator 
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director 
Terry Pearson, Custodian 
Greg Klein, Custodian 
Michele Brossman, Custodian 
 

Genesis Preschool: 
 

Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time 
Tracy Arena 
Elaine Levkoff 
Sue Nagle 
Tracy Reed  
Stefanie Steffey 
Kim Swartz 
Mary Ann Weiherer 
Betsy Wright 
 

 

Congregational Council: 

Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative 

Peter Bonargo, Learn Team Council Representative 

Allen Fritz, Serve Team Council Representative 

Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 
 

Congregational Officers: 

Jim Roth President 

Cleann Pauley Vice-President 

Gail Hauseman, Treasurer 

Scott Winkleman, Secretary 

We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful 

people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to 

orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love 

God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind; 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor 

for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of 

heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved, 

welcomed and where all people matter to God.  In 

consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, we are doing God’s Work with Our 

Hands. 

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,  
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.  

Phone: (610) 678-1088 

Fax: (610) 678-3484 

Website:  www.saintjohnss.com 

E-mail:  stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 

4125 Penn Avenue 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 


