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Corner

What’s the difference between a confession of faith and a profession of faith?

Pastor

I want to thank Bill Aukamp for this question. A few months ago he came to me with it regarding
the way I announce the Creed in worship. I say, “Let us confess our faith using the words of the
Apostles (or Nicene) Creed.” Bill’s question was a good one. Is this public announcement of our
faith a “confession” or a “profession”? On first thought I came to the conclusion that it was a
“profession” of faith and I began announcing the Creed with this word. But, each Sunday, there was
something that didn’t sit right with me about this…something I couldn’t quite pin down. The
question nagged at me until I took the time to do a little homework on the subject. I’m now convinced that
“confession” is the correct way to announce the Creed or refer to our declarations of faithfulness. If you’d like to
know why, just keep reading.

The dictionary makes an important distinction between the two. To profess is to make a public declaration
(pro-meaning “forth” as in “to speak forth”). On the other hand, to confess means to come to the point where you
admit or acknowledge that something is true (con-meaning “with” or “together” as in with truth or
together in mutual affirmation). The Bible maintains this same distinction.
When we profess, or make a public declaration of something, there is no essence within this word that would tie the
public declaration to something that is true or genuine. To profess is to say something publicly, but it doesn’t indicate that the words spoken in public are either true or false. For instance, take a look at 1 Timothy 6:21, “Avoid the
profane chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge by professing it some have missed the mark as
regards the faith.” Paul exhorts Timothy to avoid the kind of disingenuous professing that he has seen and heard.
Where they claim publicly to believe, but then miss the mark of faith by not actually believing what they are saying,
Paul describes their declaration as a profession. The next example is very similar. In Titus 1:16 the Bible says,
“They profess to know God, but they deny him by their actions. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good
work.” Here, the people are professing to believe in Jesus, but their actions deny their words. Bottom line, a profession can be total fiction and still be a profession.
On the other hand, a confession cannot be fiction, and must come from faith. The word confess is used in the Bible
in two fundamental ways: to admit guilt, as in “confess my sins”, and to acknowledge publicly that something is true,
as in “confess that Jesus is Lord”. In the book of Leviticus, there are many instances where the word confess is used
to describe the people’s actions of returning to God from ways of sin. For instance, Leviticus 5:5 “When you realize
your guilt, you shall confess the sin that you have committed.” Then, in the New Testament, there are many places
where the word confess is used to describe the acknowledgement of Jesus as Lord. Such as Romans 10:9, where
Paul says, “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved.”
When we apply this lesson to our action of publicly declaring our faith with the words of a creed during worship, it
should now be clear that we should be making a confession, not a profession. We are declaring what we have come
to acknowledge is the truth about our God. And, we are declaring this together with a congregation who collectively
affirm this truth with us. So, on Sundays, if you ever wondered why we “confess” our faith instead of “profess” our
faith, now you know.

I realize this may seem like a bit of useless church trivia, but if you think about it, there’s actually a little nugget of
really healthy devotion embedded here. When you’re uttering the words of the Creed on Sunday, ask yourself, am I
just repeating a bunch of things that I’m not even sure I believe, or do I actually believe this to be true? In other
words, ask yourself, “Am I professing, or am I confessing?” The difference is one of fiction or faith…death or life.
Blessed September,
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Gift Basket Auction
February 23, 2019
While the Auction is still a while
off, we need to start planning
already!
This year we are looking to form
committees to help organize the
event to help us continue to
make the
Auction bigger and better!
Some of the committees we are looking to
form are:
Food, canvassing, set up, tear down, basket
creation, marketing, children activities and
decor.
If you are interested in joining any of these
committees or would like additional
information on the committees please
contact: Krystal Yoder
484-336-8486
kyoderdesigns@gmail.com
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SMILE!
Be a part of the
new church
directory!
We are now taking
appointments Sunday
after church or you
can go online to our
website ( www.saintjohnss.com) or our FB
page & click on the link to set your
appointment.
The dates to schedule are
September 24 or 25, October 4, 5 or 6th.
We encourage extended family and pets,
although they will not be a part of the
directory.
Questions can be directed to Deb Scheidt
at 610-468-5923 or Deb@DebScheidt.com

We are blessed to have a working
library for adults and children which
are full of new releases, classic
novels, inspirational materials,
DVDs and much more. Feel free to
check out both libraries and borrow
books for your reading pleasure.
We currently have many outstanding books from the
library. Please take a moment to check the bookshelves in your home, on your nightstand and your personal reading nook for any books belonging to St. John
library and promptly return them to either library for others to enjoy.

Many thanks for your assistance!

Pet Ministry

Thanks for all your donations as the
shelters and rescues are in constant
need of items.
**Please note that plastic containers are no
longer needed and the Wish List is posted for
current appreciated
donations.

Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA
On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.
We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.
From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.
We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John and with the people we serve.

Each St John volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.
Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or
Jodi at church.

Come and join us
When the new team structure was
implemented it was
announced that everyone is invited
to attend team meetings without having to make a
commitment to join the team or attend every
month. We are interested in your
constructive ideas and opinions. The teams value
everyone ideas and opinions and want to make
sure that we speak for the
entire congregation.
The team meeting dates and times are
announced in the monthly newsletter and the
weekly bulletin. Please join us.

Bingo Ministry
St. John supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of both Manor Care in
Sinking Spring and Wernersville State Hospital. The first Monday of each month,
volunteers meet at one of the two venues to share some fellowship while playing
bingo. The bingo players look forward to being able to play the game, and of
course, win. The volunteers have an opportunity to interact with residents who
may have no other visitors. If interested, please contact Dale Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by
email at dnbwhitehead@comcast.net.
We are also in need of prizes. Bingo prizes consist of: individual packs of cookies and chips;
candy, especially Hershey bars; hand cream, Chap stick, deodorant, soap, tissues; coloring books,
markers, playing cards, puzzle books; socks, slippers, used purses, ladies tops (size L to 4X) in
good-used or new condition. There is a collection station in the parlor for your contributions.
Thank you for being so generous over the years. We appreciate it very much.

Veterans Making a
Difference…..This is an

ongoing ministry to help local
Vietnam veteran, Doug Greybill, collect items to help his
fellow vets. They are in constant need of pillows (used
ones are okay as long as they are in very
good condition), twin size sheets, blankets of
any size, toilet paper, and laundry pods. Any
questions can be directed to Dale Whitehead
at 610-670-0335. Thank you.

Life Line Screening, a leading provider of
community-based preventive health
screenings, will offer their affordable,
non-invasive and painless health
screenings at St. John's Lutheran
Church on 9/20/2018. Five screenings will
be offered that scan for potential health
problems related to: blocked arteries which
is a leading cause of stroke; abdominal
aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured aorta; hardening of the arteries in the
legs which is a strong predictor of heart
disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and
a bone density screening, for men and
women, used to assess the risk of
osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness
Package which includes 4 vascular tests
and osteoporosis screening from $149
($139 with our member discount). All five
screenings take 60-90 minutes to
complete. In order to register for this event
and to receive a $10 discount off any
package priced above $129, please call 1888-653-6441 or visit
www.lifelinescreening.com/
communitycircle
or text the word circle to 797979

Reading-Berks CROP
Hunger Walk – The money
that is raised from the walk
supports the Church World
Service’s mission to feed
hungry people around the world by helping them
develop self-sustaining methods of growing crops
and raising livestock. Twenty-five percent of the
funds remain in the Berks County with money
going to the Greater Berks Food Bank. This year’s
walk is scheduled for Sunday October 7, 2018 at
Gring’s Mill Recreation Area. The kick off will be
held at Issac’s Restaurant in Wyomissing on
Thursday September 6th. You can help to raise
money to fight hunger by eating dinner. Bring a
group of friends and family for dinner at Isaac’s in
the Village Square in Wyomissing. Isaac’s will
Autographed
· a
give
25% of meal costsSteelers
(for anyoneitems
presenting
Reading
Phils
coupon)
to theFightin
CROP Hunger
Walk.Tickets
Online donations
also be made at:
Lularoe
itemscan
· Paparazzi
Jewelry ·
www.crophungerwalk.org

and More!

5

September Altar Flowers Sponsors
September 2– Travis & Danielle Hale
September 9– Bill & Joyce Aukamp
September 16– Justine Liptock
September 23– OPEN
September 30– Anna Long

SeptemberVolunteers
AA Monitors
Sundays Evenings at 8 PM

September 2– Joanne Conard
September 9– Barry Smith
September 16– Carol Heckman
September 23– Shawn Pauley
September 30-Dick Barnett

*Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.

New Journey Soup Kitchen
Friday, September 21, 2018
Janice Jones , Pat Hite
Diana Clauss , Carol Heckman
Sheila Faust

Bulletin Sponsors
September 2– OPEN
September 9– Pat Bohn
September 16– OPEN
September 23– OPEN
September 30– Taken

Opportunity House
Saturday, September 22, 2018
Gail and Scott Hauseman
George and Dawn Reinhoehl
Jennifer and Glenn Rohrbach
Antonette Rosenmerkel

Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

Render
Save-aTape program is simple: bring your receipts to the Church Office and St. John
will
receive 1% of each bill. You need to use
your Redner card in order for the
church to Receive the 1%.
Thank you so much!!!
Total so far this year is $736.86
Altar Guild — September –December

Western Berks Shep-

Communion and Linens
Linda Yanchocik (Ch)
Heather Riegel

herding – This ministry provides
transportation to people in need.
The transportation is provided for
medical appointments, testing,
treatments, therapy as well as
grocery stores and prescriptions.
Volunteers are always needed.
Volunteers are generally asked to
help a morning or afternoon a
month.
Call 484-294-7394 for further information.

Flowers and Candles
Dona Ziska (Ch)
Peggy Columbus
Vicki Stauffer
Paraments
Joyce Aukamp (Ch)
Marcia Biehl
Deb Dietrich
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God's Work Our Hands
September 9th, 2018
For this important time of service at St
John's, we are supporting Safe Berks.
This Reading-based non-profit
organization provides a safe haven and ongoing support
system for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault
and advocacy and education programs to increase
awareness and promote prevention of domestic violence,
sexual assault and all forms of oppression, including
Hotline-Housing/Shelter-Counseling-Legal Services
Education and Community Outreach

Our prayer request
and pastor visitation
cards now include
our
contact inforWe are also working on
mation and can be
the renovation
of our
used
as bookmarks.
Playground.
We have
Look
for them
in the
pews
and
place
in
recently submitted the
the
offering
platetoto
permit
application
the
request a

We talked with Mary Kay Bernosky, CEO of Safe Berks,
and Francine Scoboria, Communication Coordinator, and
they gave us the following wish list of items:
New:
Baby Bottles, Baby Bathtubs/Baby Wash/Baby Wash
Cloths, Pacifiers/Bibs/Baby Powder/Sippy Cups,
Journals/Lined Notebooks, Fitted Sheets for Twin Beds &
Twin Sheet Sets, Pillows, Hair Conditioner
Ethnic Hair Care Products, Ladies & Girls Underwear (all
sizes) & Ladies Socks, Lip Gloss/Chapsticks/Cough Drops,
Flip-Flops for Adults & Children
Greeting Cards/Pocket Folders/Pens,
Gas Cards (WaWa, Giant, Sheetz), BARTA bus passes
Wal-Mart Gift Cards
New or Gently Used:
Fitted Sheets for Twin Beds & Twin Sheet Sets
High Chairs & Booster Seats with Safety Straps
Clothing for Women, Girls, Men & Boys,
Hand-operated Can Openers, Canes (to assist with
walking), Portable or battery-operated alarm clocks/
Watches, Water Filter/Water Purifier, 48” Flat Screen TV,
Umbrellas/Rolling Luggage
Please put your donations in the parlor at the Safe Berks
collection area.
Mary Kay and Francine will be with us on September 9th
for our God's Work Our Hands Day.
Let's come together to support victims of domestic violence
and sexual assault and to support education and
community outreach to eliminate this violence in our
community

They are also working on the renovation of our
Playground. We have recently submitted the permit
application to the City of Reading and hope to have
approval soon. We have raised some funds for the
project, but we are in need of monetary donations to
purchase and install new Playground Equipment.

Grace and Peace,
St John's God's Work Our Hands team,
Dale Whitehead, Patrick Velekei, Sandy Myskowski

At our July pantry distribution, we served 105 families totaling 423 people with
61 volunteers. A great big thank you to all our volunteers; we need as much
help as we can get to serve that many families in 3 hours.
We always welcome new volunteers. Please check with
Judy Romberger for assignment.
This month the pantry is short of most everything, but especially of Canned vegetables, Canned
fruits, Boxed Mac & Cheese, Canned meat, Cereal, Pancake and cake mixes.
We can use all donated non-perishables. We thank everyone who supports us.
Next pantry setup date is Thursday, September 20th, at 10AM with food distribution on
Friday, September 21st at 2:30 PM.
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People Without Partners
Monthly Luncheon —

Monday, September 17th
@ 1PM in Wyomissing!

If you, or someone you know, is going
through a tough time, physically,
mentally, or spiritually, and would like
prayer, please call the church office and we will
make sure that they get on the Prayer Chain
List. Please ask them first if it OK if we pray for

them by their name.

Visitor Volunteers Update

The care Team has
reviewed and revised the
guide for visiting our
home care and recuperating members. If you
volunteered to visit a member regularly, you will
receive a copy of the guide along with an
updated list of home care members with contact
information. We are still looking for some
volunteer visitors to match with home care
members. Perhaps you already regularly reach
out to someone on our list and we just don’t
know it. Please let Doreen Moll (610-678-4829)
know if you are interested in visiting or are
already visit someone. Our guide includes a
visitor card we would like visitors to turn in to the
office so that we can make sure we are
providing as much care as possible to our
members.
The Care Team

For more information, or a ride to the
luncheon, please call
Jeanette Minnich at (610) 678-1740.

Meal Makers Are Ready to Help
One of the many programs of
your Care Team is the
provision of meals to those in
need. Our Meal Makers
volunteers are able to
provide meals to individuals and
families, after the birth of a baby,
during and after an illness, while
coping with the death of a family
member and other circumstances where a home-cooked meal would be a blessing. We follow up with families that Pastor is visiting, but there may be others who could use this
caring service. If you, a family member, or a
church friend could benefit from this service, just
call the leader of the Meal Makers group, Sandy
Miller at
610-678-6814, to get a meal delivered. Don’t be
afraid to ask, there 1 ½ dozen individuals who
have volunteered to make meals for our members in need. There is always something cookin’!

September 2018
Monthly Mission Envelope
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

3

4

5

9:00 AM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA/Alanon Meeting

Office is Closed
Labor Day

Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
10:00 AM Bulletin
Announcements
Due into Office
6:00 PM Team
Meetings

Church Office Hours Church Office Hours Church Office is
9AM-2PM
9AM-2PM
Closed
6:30 PM Property
Committee Meeting

9

10

11

12

RALLY DAY!!!

6

7

13

14

9:00 AM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA/Alanon Meeting

Church Office Hours Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
9AM-2PM
Bulletin Announcements Due
into Office
5:30 PM Executive
Committee Meeting

Church Office Hours Church Office Hours Church Office is
9AM-2PM
9AM-2PM
Closed
Newsletter Articles
Due Today!!!

16

17

18

19

8:00 AM Worship Service 8AM
10:30 AM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA/Alanon Meeting

Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
1:00 PM People
Without Partners

23

24

First Day of Autumn
Church Office Hours
Q & A Session with Council Mem- 9AM-2PM
bers after each service
8:00 AM Worship Service 8AM
10:30 AM Worship Service
4:00 PM Boy Scout Meeting
8:00 PM AA/Alanon Meeting

Saturday
1
8

15

20

21

22

Church Office Hours Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
9AM-2PM
10:00 AM Bulletin
Announcements
Due into Office
6:00 PM Church
Council

Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
8:00 AM LifeLine
2:00 PM Food Pantry Setup

Church Office is
Opportunity House
Closed
10:00 AM Soup
Kitchen
2:30 PM Food Pantry Distribution
6:00 PM THIRD
FRIDAYS: Little
Friends/J.A.M.

25

26

27

28

Church Office Hours
9AM-2PM
10:00 AM Bulletin
Announcements
Due into Office

Church Office Hours Church Office Hours Church Office is
9AM-2PM
9AM-2PM
Closed
Newsletter Assembly

29

6

30
8:00 AM Worship Service 8AM
10:30 AM Worship Service
8:00 PM AA/Alanon Meeting

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2

3
Charles & Linda
Koch
Travis & Danielle
Hale
10
Joseph & Daina
Wurster

4

5

6

11
David & Kelley
Noecker
Michael &
Adriane Parese

12

13

7
Larry & Janice
Jones
Michael J &
Sandy Drobeck
14

18

19

25
William & Anna
Davis

26
Jerry & Evie
Stepp
Steven & Marilyn
Oxenreider

20
Robert & Roberta
Kelchner
27
Richard & Carol
Barnett

Richard &
Debra Wanner
9

16

Robert & Diane
Ruth
17

23

24

30
9

Saturday
1
8
Patrick &
Meredith Velekei

15

21

22
Robert & Jan Velekei

28

29

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Jessica Fisher
Phyllis Stetler

in

2
Anne Klein
Sandra Lash
Terry Trout

3

4
Laura Frasso
Lauran Weiler
Nicholas Stern

5
Stephen
Worcheck

6
Dennis Stoner
Kaylyn Riegel
Mason Kline
Mildred
Webber
Randy Peers
Tamara
Foreman

7
Carmel Garipoli
Jill Ninfo
Richard Davis
Sharon Lehr

8
Julie McDonald
Nancy
Marquette
Samuel Peiffer

9
Lindsey Hunter
Maia Hunter
Matthew Zerr
Tammy
Bonargo

10
Adam Kase
Austin Chelius
Corrinne Cook
Deb Franck

11
Betty Spotts
Dylan Bieber
Julia May
Shana Hunter
Steven Allen

12
Brady Wertz
Bruce Wanner
George Dietrich
Zackery Parsons

13
Lily Bentz
Maxine Hornberger
Reiley May

14
Barbara Reddig
Elaine Schneck
Ryan Hoffman

15
Brenda Ray
Ingrid
Rumbaugh
Steven
Sawlsville

16
Larry Jabs
Michelle Leopold

17
Ann Rockwood
Denise Stine
Edward Conners
Karen Allen

18
Cleann Pauley
Gregory Hall

19
Elizabeth Hensley
Justin Siltzer
Ruth Peiffer
Suzanne Hauck
William Agentowicz

20
Ava Long
Jennifer
Rohrbach

21
Donald Schlegel

22
Alex Ruth
Anna Long
Beverly Whitehead
Ronald Foreman

23
Dylan
Rosenmerkel
Mandy Roth

24
Craig Dilks
Mary Hiester
Nancy Covach

25
Charles Koch Sr
Janet
Muchoney
Kara Velekei
Morgan Becker

26
Allison Jones
Carol Heckman
Gabriella
Urbina
Liliana Urbina
Marge
Rumbaugh

27
Adriann Kehl
Matthew Lillis

28
Allison
McDennis

29
Michael J
Drobeck

Sandra Kerchner

Scott
Winkleman

30
Barton Glass
Brad Bixler
David Pawling
Harvey Brown
Larry Schneck
Sandy Maguire
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

10

11

Edwin & M.
5

6

7

8

9

David & Susan
Nagle

Michael & Greta
Brubaker

Steve & Lynda
Drasher

Karl & Marci
Prutzer
Scott & Gail

12

19

13

20

14

21

15

16

17

18

Jim & Mary Roth

Eric & Pam
Kragness
23

Allyn & Kirstin
Shockey
24

25

22
Robert & Nancy
Levin

Daniel & Rhonda
Ulrich
Dr. Robert & Judith

26

27

William &
Jennifer
Long

Kevin & Michele
Brossman

28

29

30

31
Al & Betty
Spotts
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We, at Saint John Evangelical Lutheran Church, are
disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Centered on God love for all people we endeavor for
our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven
where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God Work with Our Hands.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Kevin Brossman, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Jennifer Kovalchick
Aneda Laragy
Elaine Levkoff
Jessica Musser
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Kim Swartz
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright

Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich

Congregational Council:
Justine Liptock, Care Team Council Representative
Tim Fox, Serve Team Council Representative
George Balchunas, Learn Team Representative
Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Jim Roth, President
Peter Bonargo, Vice-President
Russ Stirling, Treasurer
Allen Fritz, Secretary

