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This month at St. John’s... 



Dear Saint John’s, 

In the wake of another school shooting some took to social media, and even the Reading 

Eagle to opine that such horrendous crimes were the result of taking God our of public 

schools.  I responded with the following post.  A member of our congregation asked that I 

share this with the whole congregation, not just those on Facebook.  So, this month’s  

newsletter space is a cut and paste from my Facebook page.   

        In Jesus’ love, 

 

P
as

to
r’

s 
Corner 

Rich Moore 
 February 19 
 

Friends, please stop claiming that school shootings are a result of taking God out of schools. 
Here's why: 

1. It's extremely bad theology. It’s actually heresy. Do you really believe God wasn't there in and with the suf-
fering and dying in the school that day? If you do, and I have served as your pastor, then I have failed you. 
This is a complete misunderstanding of the role and purpose Jesus plays in our Christian faith. Because of 
Jesus, we know, even beyond our doubt and questions, that God was there just as he was there on the 
cross. Furthermore, do you really believe the laws that prohibit prayer in school can actually keep God out of 
schools? God is omnipotent and omnipresent. There is nothing that can stop God from being accessible to 
any student who would pause for a moment of silent prayer. Finally, there are no laws prohibiting students 
from bringing bibles to school, and opening them during a moment of free time. With digital Bible apps, this is 
really easy and discreet on their cell phone. 
 
2. Which God do we want returned to school when we say this? My hunch is, when people say this, it is code 
for Christianity. I don't believe those who claim this want Judaism, or Islam--even though both refer to God 
with very similar monotheistic qualities and characteristics. So, with this claim of "God" the reference is actu-
ally code for Christianity. But, let's assume we DO want to put Christianity back in schools. Which version? 
I'm sure it's not going to be Lutherans like me--our unique biblical hermeneutic would quickly be tossed out 
as too progressive--too liberal. Would it be the Baptists? They're the most popular in the South, and their lit-
eral interpretation of Scripture could easily be acceptable among conservative Christians today. However, 
like we Lutherans, the Catholics, Methodists and Presbyterians would mostly be very offended by this in our 
schools, and view some aspects as heretical. Finally, what about those very popular mainstream televange-
lists, the prosperity gospel folks. I think you see my point---which version of Christianity gets to be considered 
our version of "God" in schools? And, which Christian organization gets the power to say what our kids learn 
as the “right” one. 
 
3. Just what exactly would having "God" back in schools look like today? Bible study classes? Organized 
prayer before class? Would discipline of children be "Bible-based", returning us to the days of corporeal pun-
ishment? When you think it through how would a required course of bible study, or a forced prayer before 
class, or any of this actually produce the faith we long for in our children? Christianity, and for that matter Ju-
daism and Islam as well, place great emphasis on the sanctity of genuine faith as salvific, not legalistic, 
forced memorization or rote prayers. God despises our empty rituals. (Amos 5) So, in the end, how would 
these things actually bring about the changes we wish to see in our culture? In our children? I don't believe it 
would. 
 
4. My last point is what I believe to be the real problem. The problem isn't the lack of prayer or bible study in 
school, it's the lack of faith formation in the home. Our culture needs to stop blaming public schools for the 
lack of faith being practiced in the homes. School teachers and public schools are being blamed for parents' 
negligence. Parents are the primary role models and teachers of faith. Always have been. This is biblical. 
Parents who take their kids to church regularly, pray with their kids, reflect daily life through a lens of faith and 
genuinely practice faith at home are raising their kids with a better chance of a healthy faith than anything our 
public schools can provide.  
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Autographed Steelers items ·  
Reading Fightin Phils Tickets 

Lularoe items · Paparazzi Jewelry ·  
and More! 

 
 
 
 

Easter Joy for our members 
“Whose Smiles We Miss”  

and for our members  
“Who Are Healing” 

 
 
  

The children will be decorating 20 Easter Bags 
and the Sunday School classes will be preparing 
Easter cards for our members who are not able 
to attend church regularly and for our members 
who are healing. Your Care Team will be filling 
these bags with the cards, Easter goodies, St 
John‘s spectacular Easter eggs and the Lutheran 
Devotion. 
  
If you would like to contribute some goodies for 
the bags, please donate individually wrapped 
packs of crackers, cakes or cookies, small packs 
of pretzels, hand sanitizers, toiletries, Kleenex 
packs and other small Easter items that will bring 
smiles to our members.  
  

Please place the items in the large bag  
labeled “ Easter Joy” at the office by 

 Sunday, March 18, 2018.   
  

The beautifully decorated bags filled with Easter 
Joy and the beautiful cards will be ready for the 
congregation to pick up on Palm Sunday, March 
25th church services for delivery to our members. 
  

Thank you for bringing Easter Joy to our 
members “whose smiles we miss” 

and to our members “ who are healing“. 
Your Care Team 

New Members information session are scheduled for March 4th, 
11th, and 18th at 9:15 a.m. in the Church Parlor. Individuals and 
Families interested in joining St. John’s Church Family are invited 
to attend. Sessions will cover our church history, Lutheranism and 

our church’s programs and facilities. 
 

We will celebrate our New Members during a special service on 
Sunday, April 8th at the 10:30 a.m. service.  
If you are interested in attending or have a  

potential new member/family, we should reach out to, please contact Pastor Rich Moore at 
610-401-5602 or  

Patsy Pierce at 610-507-5888 or  
patsyp0213@gmail.com.  
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Prepared by Finance Administrator Betty Epler 

     

  Come and Get Your Delicious EASTER EGGS 

The cost of the eggs will again be 
$11 a dozen 

$5.50 a half dozen 
Peanut clusters will  be $7 a box 

 

                   Order forms are available in the parlor and also the fellowship hall lobby.  
 

In order for this project to be a big success, a lot of help is needed.   
Any amount of time you can give to your church will be greatly appreciated.   

 
Order forms for each week must be given by 12PM each Sunday.  

      
 Any questions should be addressed to Joyce Aukamp or Bruce Wanner.   

Last day to order is Sunday, March 18th.  
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March 
 

Altar Flowers Sponsors 
 

       March 4 — Sara Schonour 
    March  11 — Dale & Bev Whitehead 
          March  18— Paul Roth  
            March 25 — Cleann & Kerry Pauley 

 
*Please note: On a day when flowers are not 

sponsored, there will not be a fresh   
arrangement for that week. 

 

Bulletin Sponsors 
       March  4 — Pat & Phil Hite 
    March 11 — Diane & David Lehatto 
             March  18— OPEN 
     March 25 — Dick & Shirley Davis 

 

Sponsorship cost:  $40 Altar Flowers,  
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week  

following your sponsorship.  

Altar Guild — Jan-april 
 

Communion and Linens 

Deb Dietrich (Ch) 

Marcia Biehl 

Joyce Aukamp 
 

Flowers and Candles 

Linda Yanchocik (Ch) 

Heather Riegel 
 

Paraments 

Vicki Stauffer 

Dona Ziska 

Peggy Columbus 

 

March Volunteers 
AA Monitors 

Sundays Evenings at 8 PM 
March 4 — Dick Barnett 

March  11 — Joanne Conard  
March  18— Barry Smith  

March  25 — Carol Heckman 
 

Soup Kitchen Friday, March 16th 
 

Ruth Peiffer, Janice Jones,  
Blanche Miller, Pat Hite 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, March 24, 2018 
Tina & Dan Royer and Church Youth 

March 2018 

 Envelope Designation: 

Dear Friends,  
It is never too late to give 

thanks and I am so thankful 
for my many blessings, also 

for the Christmas gifts, cards, 
Valentine’s cards, visits from 

Pastor Moore and friends, and 
the lovely prayer square. 

               God Bless .  
    With Love, June Bingaman 
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Thank you for being so  
generous donating prizes for 
bingo  over the years. We  
appreciate it very much. At the 
present time we have an over 
abundance of crackers. beads, 
stuffed animals and books.  In-
stead of these items we would 
like packs of  cookies, individual 
bags of chips, hand cream and, 

for Wernersville, old purses. We will keep you 
informed as our needs change. Again, thanks 
for making the bingo project a success." 

 

          

 

Soup Kitchen 
      138 South 6th Street  

Reading, PA   
 

On the third Friday of each month, 
excluding July and August, the members of 
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150 
needy people in our community at the New 
Journey Community Outreach Soup 
Kitchen. 
 

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM. 
All the food is there and we assemble the 
lunches, including making sandwiches, 
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and 
preparing trays. 
 

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the 
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup 
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal 
that the people have in a day and they are 
most grateful for the meal and for our 
service. 

We enjoy the fellowship with the members 
of St John's and with the people we serve. 
 

Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3 
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we 
encourage car pooling among our members. 
 

Please consider serving and contact Sandy 
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at 
church. 

 

 

  

At our January pantry distribution, we served 98 families totaling 408 people with 48 
volunteers. A great big thank you to the Wells Fargo volunteers; we need as much help as 

we can get to serve that many families in 3 hours. 
This month the pantry is short of 

Canned vegetables and fruits, Canned meats, Mac & cheese 
Rice, Spaghetti noodles, Pasta sauce           

 
 

 We can use all donated non-perishables. We thank everyone who supports us. 
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need. 

Next pantry setup date is Thursday, March 15th  at 2 PM with food distribution on  
    Friday, March 16th at 2:30 PM. 
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Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is 
simple: bring your receipts to the 

Church Office and St. John’s will re-
ceive 1% of each bill. You need to use 
your Redner’s card in order for the 

church to Receive the 1%.    
Thank you! 

 
So far this year, Str. John’s has  

received $247.23  
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Meal Makers Are  
Ready to Help 

One of the many programs 
of your Care Team is the 
provision of meals to those 
in need. Our Meal Makers 
volunteers are able to  

provide meals to individuals and families, after 
the birth of a baby, during and after an illness, 
while coping with the death of a family member 
and other circumstances where a home-cooked 
meal would be a blessing. We follow up with  
families that Pastor is visiting, but there may be 
others who could use this caring service. If you, a 
family member, or a church friend could benefit 
from this service, just call the leader of the Meal 
Makers group, Sandy Miller at 610-678-6814, to 
get a meal delivered. Don’t be afraid to ask, there 
1 ½ dozen individuals who have volunteered to 
make meals for our members in need. There is 
always something cookin’! 
 

 
 
 
 

If you, or someone you know, is going 
through a tough time, physically, 

mentally, or spiritually, and would like prayer, 
please call the church office and we will make 

sure that they get on the Prayer Chain List. 
Please ask them first if it’s OK if we pray for 

them by their name. 

We are putting together a 
list of homebound 
members & volunteers 
that may like to keep in 
touch with these 

members, either by cards, phone calls or 
occasional visits. Also, if you know of someone 
who is homebound or if a member is already 
visiting a homebound member, could you please 
let us know? We would like to make sure the 
homebound members have a volunteer 
contacting them. The list of homebound 
members is on the bulletin board outside the 
church office. Doreen Moll is the person to 
contact regarding this list.    Thank you, 
                                          The Care Team  

 Bingo Ministry...  
St. John’s supports a ministry 
reaching out to the residents of 
both Manor Care in Sinking 
Spring and Wernersville State 
Hospital. The first Monday of 
each month  volunteers meet 

at one of the two venues to share some fellowship 
while playing bingo.  The bingo players look forward 
to being able to play the game and of course win. 
The volunteers have an opportunity share the word 
from the ‘outside’ and in many cases the only 
outside contact. We are always looking for new 
volunteers to assist. If interested please contact Dale 
Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at 
w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net. We are also in need 
of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes 
consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples of personal 
care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not 
necessarily new, used but nice for Wernersville), 
candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey 
Bars.  There is a collection station in the parlor for 
your contributions. Thank you! 

People Without Partners  

Monthly Luncheon —  

Monday,  March 19th  

@ 1PM 

Woodland Road in Wyomissing 
For more information, or a ride to the 

luncheon, please call  

Jeanette Minnich at (610) 678-1740. 



The staff at St. John’s... 

 

Parish Office: 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 

Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator 

Betty Epler, Finance Administrator 

Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director 

Terry Pearson, Custodian 

Greg Klein, Custodian 

Michele Brossman, Custodian 
 

Genesis Preschool: 
 

Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time 

Aneda Laragy 

Elaine Levkoff 

Jessica Musser 

Sue Nagle 

Tracy Reed  

Kim Swartz 

Mary Ann Weiherer 

Betsy Wright 

 

Congregational Council: 

Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative 

Peter Bonargo, Serve Team Council Representative 

Allen Fritz,  Learn Team Representative  

Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 
 

Congregational Officers: 

Jim Roth President 

Cleann Pauley Vice-President 

Gail Hauseman, Treasurer 

Scott Winkleman, Secretary 

We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful 

people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to 

orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love 

God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind; 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor 

for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of 

heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved, 

welcomed and where all people matter to God.  In 

consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, we are doing God’s Work with Our 

Hands. 

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,  
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.  

Phone: (610) 678-1088 

Fax: (610) 678-3484 

Website:  www.saintjohnss.com 

E-mail:  stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 

4125 Penn Avenue 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com

