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Dear Saint John’s

Corner

Pastor’s

N

A month ago, I posted this newsletter article as I pondered the significance
of silent prayer in my life. So, to my Facebook friends, I apologize for what
may seem like a repeat.

Silence is God’s classroom for me. It’s where I go to listen to God’s Word,
contemplate God’s call for me that day, and orient my actions and reactions
to the world around me. Most assuredly God is in the noise of my life just
as God is in the silence. But, it is when I deliberately pause in silence that I’m able to
listen.
If your world is like mine, then it is a very noisy
world. Creating a space for silent prayer must be a
discipline. Like exercise is needed for our bodies,
silent prayer is needed for our souls. Creating space
for silence teaches us to prioritize, to delegate, to
evaluate, to reflect. Most importantly, for me, it
teaches us to wait, to be patient.
Patience with ourselves.
Patience with others.
Patience with the day in front of us.
Patience with God.
When I am retracing the steps of my mistakes, I often find that my initial sin is one of
impatience. When I react before I have considered options. When I move before
contemplating God's direction. When I buy before considering what I actually need. When
I lash out, before taking time to understand. I am eternally grateful that God’s patience
with me is always greater than my impatience.
Join me in the pursuit of sacred space in your life
for silent prayer.
In Jesus’ love,

Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich

Letter from the Treasurer...
November 2017
2017 continues to be a good year for the church. November year to date receipts
exceeded budget by $34,536 without including the Speidel bequest and expenses were
below budget by $4,752. Thank you to everyone who contributed to a strong 2017!
Budget passed
St. John’s budget for 2018 was passed by a 94% majority vote. One of the voting
slips read “Yes!”. What a positive affirmation of where St. John’s is planning to
spend its resources. Work has already begun to formulate a job description and direction for the proposed youth staff person. The communications stipend position
is being advertised at local colleges with plans to expand that search beyond those
schools. Also moving forward is the purchase of a new copier for the office. Just
this week, the folding machine, our old standby, once again acted up and needed servicing. The
new copier will fold and staple, creating new efficiencies within the office.
2018 Envelopes
The 2018 envelopes are available for pick up in the Council meeting room across
from the nursery. Envelopes not picked up by Sunday January 14th will be mailed.
Fundraising
St. John’s has a several fundraising opportunities early in the year.
Please support these committees any way you can.
1) Pork and Sauerkraut dinner Monday January 1st 11am-2pm
2) Basket Fundraiser Saturday February 10th 11:30 am -1:30 pm
3) Easter Egg sales February 18 to March 18 (approximate)
Thank you!
Gail R. Hauseman, Treasurer
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Opportunity House needs you!
Many of you know that St. John’s serves an evening meal once a month at
Opportunity House on 2nd street in downtown Reading. St. John’s covers the 4th
Saturday of every month. Tina Royer schedules the teams for Opportunity House and
has done so for the past 20+ years! Thank you Tina for handling this important task
all these years. Many of the teams that cover this important ministry are finding
themselves traveling more and unavailable on weekends. After many years of service, they need replacements. I’d like to share our family’s experience with serving at
Opportunity House. In the mid 1990’s when our boys were young, we were looking for a way that we could
all serve together as a family. Opportunity House provided that opportunity for us. When they were young,
they weren’t “cooking” there of course, but there were plenty of other ways for them to help including icing
cupcakes, counting out trays, tearing lettuce leaves for salad and filling out the volunteer book in their
kitchen. Over the years as they got older, their service expanded with their abilities. They looked forward to
going there to make dinner for the residents who are always so very appreciative. Even now that they live
many miles away from home, when they are here this December, we will go to Opportunity House together
to make and serve dinner. The time commitment is minimal. The lead team usually determines the menu
and conveys that to the helpers. Making food for 70-100 people is not as daunting as it might seem when
you have helpers there from St. John’s working side by side. We usually arrive there between 5:00 and 5:30
on a meal night and serve by 7 PM. That’s two hours of great fellowship together with friends from St.
John’s. Once the meal is served, our group can leave. We don’t have the option to clean up, it is part of the
resident’s service for the ability to stay there. You can sign up to help in singles, pairs, families or groups of
friends. Everyone can do something of value in this ministry. Just showing up for the two hours of cooking
and serving is critical to the success of this outreach. If you are on the fence, jump off and volunteer to
serve at Opportunity House. Tina is looking forward to getting new helpers involved in this ministry.
Typically, she will schedule each team or person only one time in a six-month rotation. Email Tina Royer at
drtr83@ptd.net, or call the church office at 610-678-1088 and have Jodi leave a message for Tina to call
you back. You’ll be glad you did!
Gail Hauseman
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Third Fridays
each month, 6-8 PM
January 19, 2018

Age 4—Grade 2

3

January

Genesis Preschool
Open House for
Fall 2018/2019
Enrollment on
Sunday, February
25, 2018
from
1PM-3PM

Altar Flowers Sponsors
January 7 — Evie & Jerry Stepp
January 14 — Joyce Aukamp
January 21 — OPEN
January 28 — Rudy & Annelies Visser
*Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.

Bulletin Sponsors
January 7 — OPEN
January 14 — OPEN
January 21 — OPEN
January 28 — OPEN
Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

Thank you for bringing
Christmas Joy to our
members “whose smiles we
miss”
To the children who prepared
the most beautiful Christmas bags
To the Sunday School classes who sent
lovely Christmas Cards

Altar Guild — Jan-March
Communion and Linens
Peggy Columbus (Ch),
Vicki Stauffer, Dona Ziska

To the congregation who donated
Christmas goodies and prepared
Christmas Cards

Flowers and Candles
Joyce Aukamp (Ch),
Marcia Biehl,
Deb Dietrich

And to everyone who delivered the
Christmas Bags to our members
Peace, Love and Joy,
Your Care Team

Paraments
Heather Riegel (Ch),
Linda Yanchocik
5

January Volunteers
AA Monitors
Sundays Evenings at 8 PM

Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA

January 7 — Barry Smith
January 14— Carol Heckman
January 21 — Shawn Pauley
January 28 — Dick Barnett

On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John's serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.

Soup Kitchen Friday, January 19th
Fran & Ray Himes,
Barbary Terry and Blanche Miller

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.

Opportunity House
Saturday, January 27, 2018
Judy & Andy Romberger
Judi & Bob Forry
Sandy Miller

From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.

January 2018
Envelope Designation:

We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John's and with the people we serve.
Each St John's volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.
Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or Jodi at
church.

At our November pantry distribution, we served 96 families totaling 403people with 52
volunteers. Thanks to all those who helped as well as a great big thank you to the
Wells Fargo volunteers.
We appreciate any time at all that you volunteers can donate helping the less fortunate.
This month the pantry is critically short of
Canned vegetables and fruits, Canned meats, Mac & cheese, Rice.
Please help us to continue this service to our brothers and sisters in need.
Next pantry setup date is Thursday, January 18th at 2 PM with food distribution on
Friday, January 19th at 2:30 PM.
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People Without Partners
Monthly Luncheon —

Monday, January 8th @ 1PM

If you, or someone you know, is going
through a tough time, physically,
mentally, or spiritually, and would like prayer,
please call the church office and we will make
sure that they get on the Prayer Chain List.
Please ask them first if it’s OK if we pray for
them by their name.

Austin’s Restaurant
1101 Snyder Rd, West Lawn, PA

We are putting together a
list of homebound
members & volunteers
that may like to keep in
touch with these
members, either by cards, phone calls or
occasional visits. Also, if you know of someone
who is homebound or if a member is already
visiting a homebound member, could you please
let us know? We would like to make sure the
homebound members have a volunteer
contacting them. The list of homebound
members is on the bulletin board outside the
church office. Doreen Moll is the person to
contact regarding this list. Thank you,
The Care Team

For more information, or a ride to the luncheon,
please call Jeanette Minnich at
(610) 678-1740. Sign up sheet is located on the
bulletin board outside of the office.

Meals for Members
The Care Team
After an injury or a hospital
stay, our members may
have
difficulty preparing
Bingo Ministry...
meals
for
a short time. The
St. John’s supports a ministry
reaching out to the residents of Care Team is offering a service to our members,
both Manor Care in Sinking
temporarily while they are healing, to prepare
Spring and Wernersville State
and deliver a meal to them.

Hospital. The first Monday of
each month volunteers meet
at one of the two venues to share some fellowship
while playing bingo. The bingo players look forward
to being able to play the game and of course win.
The volunteers have an opportunity share the word
from the ‘outside’ and in many cases the only
outside contact. We are always looking for new
volunteers to assist. If interested please contact Dale
Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at
w.thewhiteheads5@verizon.net. We are also in need
of prizes to hand out to the winners. Bingo prizes
consist of Mardi Gras beads, samples of personal
care items, beanie babies, clothing items (not
necessarily new, used but nice for Wernersville),
candy items and the most desired prize is Hershey
Bars. There is a collection station in the parlor for
your contributions. Thank you!

If you are interested in preparing a meal and
delivering it to a St John's member during their
recovery, please sign up on the
"Meals for Members"
sheet on the volunteer board.
Also, if you are recovering and need a meal,
please call the church office and we will arrange
for someone to prepare and deliver a meal to
you.
Sandy Miller is coordinating this Care Team
service. Thank you for your kindness and
compassion.
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Thank you from the Salvation Army for the $391.00
that was donated to them! The letter is hanging in
the hallway outside of the office.
________________________________________________________
Thank you from Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for…
1. Support of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA = $136.00
2. Gift of $5131.00 to Lutheran Disaster Response from the Congregation

3. Gift of $103.oo to Lutheran Disaster Response from Sunday School

________________________________________________________
In September, we started collecting donations for the
Lutheran Disaster Response – Hurricane Relief
Fund. Thanks to your generosity, we sent a total of
$5,131.00 to the ELCA on behalf of our congregation.

________________________________________________________
We have an over abundance of crackers, beads, stuffed animals and books. In
next months newsletter would you please say something like this:
"Thank you for being so generous donating prizes for bingo over the years. We
appreciate it very much. At the present time we have an over abundance of
crackers. beads, stuffed animals and books. Instead of these items we would
like packs of cookies, individual bags of chips, hand cream and, for Wernersville, old purses. We will keep you informed as our needs change. Again,
thanks for making the bingo project a success."

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is simple: bring
your receipts to the Church Office and St. John’s will
receive 1% of each bill. You need to use your
Redner’s card in order for the church to
Receive the 1%. Thank you!

Are you preparing for an upcoming surgery and looking for equipment to aid in
your mobility once you are home? Call the church office at (610) 678-1088 to
hear what equipment we have available. Currently here at the church we have
walkers, wheel chairs, canes, bath seats, and a few other
miscellaneous items.
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We, at Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
are disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor
for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of
heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God’s Work with Our
Hands.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John’s...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Allen Artz, Organist and Choir Director
Terry Pearson, Custodian
Greg Klein, Custodian
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Aneda Laragy
Elaine Levkoff
Jessica Musser
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Kim Swartz
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright

Congregational Council:
Charles Coleman, Care Team Council Representative
Peter Bonargo, Serve Team Council Representative
Allen Fritz, Learn Team Representative
Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Jim Roth President
Cleann Pauley Vice-President
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer
Scott Winkleman, Secretary

