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deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
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                              stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
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                                      finance@saintjohnss.com 
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Barbi Connor-Genesis Preschool Administrative Director 
Jen Kovalchick- Genesis Preschool Director of Education 
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President - Allen Fritz 
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Secretary - Rebecca Ruth 

                       Treasurer– Gary Triviets 
            Care Team Liaison– Georgianne Jones 

             Learn Team Liaison- George Balchunas 
                Serve Team Liaison - Deb Dietrich 

             Worship Team Liaison - Cathleen Sassaman  
 

          Congregational Team Leaders: 
           Deb Scheidt—Care Team 

            Danielle Hale—Learn Team 
          Dale Whitehead—Serve Team 

            Chris Woronko—Worship team 
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Dear Saint John’s, 
 
September is upon us.  Summer, that time for vacations and recreation, has ended and it is time to get back to 
work—at least in the sense of the cyclical rhythm of the seasons.  Seems appropriate that our civic holiday, 
Labor Day, in honor of the work or vocations that we do falls at the start of September. This brings to my 

mind a question. What about the work of the church?  
 
35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the 
kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, be-
cause they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”  Mt 
9:35–38. 
 
The labor Jesus describes in this text is that of inviting sheep back to the shepherd.  Who do you know that is like a 
sheep without a shepherd? Who do you know that is harassed and helpless and needs the compassion of Jesus in their 
lives? 
 
In worship last month, August 14th, we heard the hard news from our Council treasurer that Saint John’s is facing a chal-
lenging financial deficit.  We went into the pandemic with a deficit, but we’re recovering very slowly causing that deficit 
to grow to more than $70K/year.  Without dramatic changes we are on pace to run out of reserve funds in about three 
years.   This is sad and frightening to realize, but we must affirm the necessity to know this truth.  Now, may that truth 
set us free to try new things, get creative with our ministry and begin imagining new and exciting ways to be church to-
gether and get about the labor of inviting sheep back to Jesus, who is the Good Shepherd of our church.  
 
At the same time, on that same day, we heard the powerful testimony of Tim and Haley Fox.  In summary, they remind-
ed us how their great ordeal of the past year would have left them like sheep without a shepherd, if it weren’t for the 
compassion of Jesus shown to them by Saint John’s.  The holy majesty of the baptism of their son, Decklan, on that day 
was the coalescence of an emphatic affirmation of the Fox’s testimony of hope that sustained them in the past, and the 
hope that can sustain Saint John’s ministry into the future.  Sheep had returned their shepherd that day, by an outpouring 
of the compassion of Jesus from Saint John’s.  Now, this same effort points us toward the labor that our Lord calls us to 
continue so that sheep return to the compassion of their shepherd. 
 
Already the Holy Spirit has lit a fire within our church leaders.  They met in August and came up with an exciting idea to 
revitalize the annual Rally Day with a Talent Show on September 11th. And that’s just the start of an initiative to hold an 
event every month that invites people back to church, sheep back to the shepherd. In October there will be Trunk or 
Treat at the end of October, and talks have begun about the possibility of a pet blessing service in early October.  There 
are also creative plans being deliberated among the Church Council that will offer significant financial relief without 
reducing staff positions or causing dramatic change to the ministry.  Our church must find new and creative ways, while 
keeping the traditional ways going, to get about the labor of inviting sheep back to the shepherd.  With that goal in mind, 
motivated by the hard truth we all now know, the ministry possibilities are limited only by our collective creativity.   
 
Friends, even though there seems to be a church on every corner in Berks County, and even though the statistics of our 
culture point toward Christianity on the decline, I believe there are still many people who would come to church – or 
come back to church – if someone was willing to take a risk and invite them. With our livestreaming capabilities to reach 
far beyond Berks County, the world is full of people who are like sheep without a shepherd. The words of our Lord in 
this gospel text are a reminder that the world is full of people that are harassed and helpless and need the compassion of 
Jesus in their lives. 
 
Who do you know that lives unconnected to Jesus and needs Him and His compassion? Keep on believing that Jesus 
died for their sins on the cross. Keep on loving them and caring about them. Keep on praying for them. Keep on looking 
for the next opportunity to invite them to church. Keep on praying that they will soon return to the shepherd of their lives 
and souls. 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Rich 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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The Potato Project 
Unique Christian Ministry outreach addresses local hunger  
issues, from Berks County PA USA. Growing and producing free 
food for neighbors in need.  
 
Our youth will be helping to harvest potatoes on September 
25 from 1-5. 
 
Mission: Growing and providing free food from what we have 
to manage, to make a local impact helping neighbors in need. 
 
Organization Overview: IHartHarvest Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Charity, 
with volunteers coming together to plant, tend, harvest and 

help provide food to neighbors finding themselves in need. 
 
General Information: In 2017, an estimated 57 million Americans including elderly 
people, children, the working poor, veterans and all those in between, go to bed 
hungry each night, or not knowing when their next meal will be. Today the dated 
statistic is over 50 million people. 1 in 5 people in your home town. 1 in 4 children 
will suffer form hunger this day. So, what can you do about it? We need farm 
equipment, farmable land for use, financial stewardship, and dedicated volunteers 
to help. 

Blessing of the    
Backpacks 

 
Please join us  

Sunday,  Sept 11  
as we celebrate together the 

beginning of the  
new school year.  

 
We invite all  students,    

teachers, and educators to 
bring their backpacks and 
workbags as we ask God’s  
blessing on the year ahead. 

Mark your Calendars 

Sept 11 Rally Day Talent Show 

  Blessing of the Backpacks 

Sept 18 1st Day of Sunday morning  

          Faith Formation 

Sept 25  The Potato Project:  

            Youth Serving Opportunity 

Oct 30 Trunk~or~Treat 4-6 
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Genesis Preschool Summer News 

 

We are excited for another school year approaching!  Our students arrive 
the first week of Sept for Open House.  
 

Please spread the word about the classes we still have available.  We also appreciate 
your prayers for additional students to enroll and for our teachers as they begin to pre-
pare.  We could also use your help to boost our supply of tissues and Lysol spray that we 
use every day. If you are able to pick some up at the store when you go we would great-
ly appreciate it! 
 
We thank you, as always, for your 
support of our school! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jen Kovalchick & Barbi Conner 

by donating tissues and 
Lysol spray.  

Please leave them out-
side the church office. 

MANY THANKS... 
...to all who donated food, supplies, and 
can tabs to Ronald McDonald House! 
The donations were received with so 
much appreciation. This congregation 
knows first hand how the value of the 

services they offer to the community. Thank you for, once again, supporting 
the mission efforts of our Vacation Bible School ministry! 
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Sunday Morning Faith Formation 

Please register your child for age appropriate Faith Formation groups and 
events  with Deacon Diana at deacondiana@saintjohnss.com. Also let me 
know if you have any questions, ideas or would like to share your gifts and 
talents to help! 

SCHEDULE -  Beginning Sept 18th 

9 AM  Worship    Sanctuary 

10 AM Fellowship    Fellowship Hall 

10:15 AM Music     3rd Floor Classroom 

10:25 AM Faith Formation Groups  3rd Floor Classroom 

11 AM  Pick-up    3rd Floor Classroom 

Are you a young person?  
 
Do you have children or youth living with you?  
 
Were you once a child or youth? 
 
 Do you have ideas about sharing God’s love with 
children, youth and/or adults?  
 
Would you like to have your voice heard regarding 
safety protocols? 
 
 

If you answered, “Yes” to any of the questions 
above PLEASE join the Learn Team in envisioning 
the future of Faith Formation at St. John’s. 
 
WHO: Everyone interested in Faith Formation            
                                @ St. John’s 
WHEN:   Tuesday, Sept 6th pm 

WHERE:         Fellowship Hall 
 

All teams will gather together from 6:30-7  
to discuss joint projects. 

Children’s Corners 
in the Sanctuary 

We have two ‘soft spaces’ in the back  corners of the sanctuary 
with carpet, rocking chairs and quiet toys. We are inviting 

families with infants and toddlers that need to move around 
more freely, along with anyone else who needs some extra 

space, to stay in worship more comfortably.  
 

Please check out these spaces and invite folks to use them. 
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As everyone knows this year has been hard, there is no sugar coating that -  
our faith has been tested more than once. None the less we have remained faithful in that 

all the events we have endured were a part of a bigger plan - a plan we  
believe is unfolding each day we move forward. Each day we make progress.  

 
We would be remiss if we did not acknowledge how large a part everyone here has played 

in this plan and for that we are eternally grateful. 
 

When we lost my grandfather, and everything we owned, you all were there to back us up 
and provided for us in more ways than you probably even realize. The church was a con-
sistent pillar of strength for us in a time of constant change. You gave us food, clothing, a 
place to live (thanks Deb!), and everything else in between. We made it and continue to 

cope with the fire and loss because of all your support. 
 

Then came Decklan - so suddenly no one 
had time to blink let alone process. Includ-

ing us. Again, you all stepped up in the 
biggest way of all and when we needed 
you most. There were moments- more 
than I care to admit - in those hospitals 

when I truly believed this  
baptism would happen bedside - if at all. 
So the fact that you are reading this is 

proof of the power of prayer  
(and science). 

 
Our little man is a fighter for sure but he is 
backed by the strongest army I have ever 

met and for that we are  
so thankful. 

 
We are so happy you are here with us to-

day and are sharing in the joy that Decklan 
(and Harper) bring us and we are forever 
blessed that you are a part of our story  

 
Tim, Haley, Harper, and Decklan Fox 
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Care Team is up and running again. We have activities and tasks that we need people to  
lead. Nothing big and you don't have to attend meetings. We will keep you in the loop and 
abreast of what's going on. Areas we need partners to assist are:  
 
1. Call members to make a meal for members who have surgery or are sick or new parents 
etc. I have a list to use! 
 

2. Welcome bags. Purchase items with funds from the Care budget and put together for visitors.  
 
3. Prayer chain, call and start the chain of calling members to pray for members of St. Johns. Carol Long is assum-
ing this role.  
 
4. Smiles We Miss bags, Easter and Christmas gift bags filled with goodies for homebound.  
 
5. New member classes. Pastor leads the classes, the liaison just arranges and communicates with the new members.  
6. Prayer shawls, call and arrange shawls and scarfs to be made (I have a list)  
 
                                              Any questions, please call Deb Scheidt at 610-468-5923  

The Fellowship Hall Improvement Campaign was put  
together by church council in hopes of offsetting the costs of two much needed repairs to our Fel-
lowship Hall. The main unit of the HVAC system for that section of the building has been replaced, 
since that unit had reached the end of its lifespan. The deteriorated concrete stairs outside of the  

Fellowship Hall entrance have been reconstructed, and they are ready for your footsteps once 
again.  

 
Now that the work is completed, the total costs for these projects is $42,705. We need help from the congregation to 

restore the funds consumed by these projects. So far, we have collected about $6375.00.  Fund Raisers specially  
targeted to close this gap are being considered to add to the donations from our church members.  

 
In order to give specifically to the campaign, please designate your donation for the "Fellowship Hall Improvement 
Campaign." This can be done through online giving (use the other tab and the note section) or by cash or check 

with the noted designation.  
THANK YOU!!  
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Love to sing? Looking to participate in an amazing ministry with a great group of 
individuals committed to sharing the message of Jesus through music?  The 
choir is looking for YOU!.  Choir practice will begin again Thursday, September 
15th at 7:00 PM. Don’t let your reservations keep you away.    
                                       EVERYONE is welcome! 
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Redner’s Save-a-Tape pro-
gram is simple:  

Please put your receipts in 
your  

envelopes that you mail into 
the church or when you drop 
them off in the locked mailbox 
outside and also on the table 
inside the door. St. John will 

receive 1% of each bill.  
 

You need to use your  
Redner card in  

order for the church to  
Receive the 1% as shown on 

receipt...Thank you!   
 

   TOTAL for this year so far 
is $302.15 

If you find the church mouse,  
please email or call Jodi at  

stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
or 610-678-1088. The first 

 person to contact  me with the 
 location of our mouse will get a  

little surprise!  
   

Good Luck!   
 

*I will only be contacting the winner  
 

Thanks for playing everyone! 

Please check your spam/junk mail 
for emails from staff here at St. 

John’s . We are using MailChimp 
for some emails and it may go 

into spam or junk mail.  

Thank you for your patience! 

 
 
 
 
 

 Please help celebrate  
Maxine Hornberger’s 
90th birthday which is 
on September 13th,  
by calling her and/or 

sending her  
birthday cards!  

Her daughter asked if we could do 
this for her. Her address is  

59 Reading Drive 
Wernersville, PA 19565 

610-678-6012 
Thank you!  

Newsletter articles for  
October are due on  

Wednesday, Sept. 14th. 
 

Anything received after this date 
will be put into the 

November’s Newsletter.  
 

Thank you! 

 

Thank you from Western Berks Free Medical Clinic for 
the  

$291.00 collected for our May Outreach envelops.  
The full letter is hanging on the bulletin board  

outside of the church office.  

Thank you for the cards, 
phone calls and  
get well wishes.  

                  Sheila Faust 
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Flowers($43) and Bulletins($25)  
Sponsorships are available again. Please fill out 
the blue form which is on the table at the front 
door, and put it in Jodi’s mailbox. Thank you.  

Dates for Flowers are… 
Sept. 25 

Oct. 2, 9, 30 

Nov. 20 and 27 
                 Dec. 11 and 25 

 
Dates for Bulletins are 

Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 30 

Nov. 6, 13, 20 and 27 
Dec. 4, 11, 18 and 25 

The Wilson Area Food Pantry will 
begin collecting food donations from 

our member churches. 
 

 We will collect on Wednesday,  
September 14th, before the scheduled  

Third Friday of the month  
distribution is September 16th. 

The pantry needs donations of nonperishable 
food items. The pantry especially needs 

 donations of: 
 

1. Peanut butter 

2. Canned fruits 

3. Canned vegetables 

4. Pasta sauce or tomato sauce 
Canned meats especially canned tuna 

 
We appreciate and thank everyone who  

supports us from the seven churches which 
we collect monthly donations of food and  

money to keep us going.  
 

Again, a great big thank you to  
all our volunteers.  

           
               Judy Romberger, Volunteer Coordinator  

 Outreach  
Envelope 

September 2022 

Increased 
Livestream  

Options 
In our continuing attempts to improve our 
livestreaming process, beginning August 14, 2022 
our Sunday 9 AM Livestream Service will be  
available on our website, YouTube, as well as  
Facebook.   
 

To view the service on our website, go to https://
saintjohnss.com/, click on the “WE WORSHIP” tab 
and select the “LIVE STREAM” option. To access 
our service via our You Tube Channel simply go to  
https://tinyurl.com/StJohnsSinkingSpring.   
 

You can select “Notify Me” to receive a notification 
immediately prior to the start of the service.  You 
can also “Subscribe” to receive notifications of addi-
tions to the channel.  If you are already a regular to 
our Facebook page, there will be no changes to the 
way you view the service.   
 

One final note, all of us are familiar with the chal-
lenges faced when embarking on new technology 
adventures.  Please be patient and kind as we text 
these new waters.  If you have input to share, you 
can send your thoughts and comments to  
music@saintjohnss.com or speak to Arlene Moll.   
 
       Again, thanks in advance for your patience. 

https://saintjohnss.com/
https://saintjohnss.com/
https://tinyurl.com/StJohnsSinkingSpring
mailto:music@stjohnss.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

2 
Church Office is 

Closed 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

3 

4 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 

 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 

 
10:15am Summer Fellowship with 

Brunch in the Fellowship Hall 

 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

5 Church  
     Office is       
     Closed. 
 

6 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
6:00pm Team Meet-

ings 

7 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and  

Website with  

Devotions 

 

 

8 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

9 
Church Office is 

Closed 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and  

Website with  

Devoti 

ons 

10 
 

11 
Rally Day 

 

 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 

 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 

 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

12 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

13 
Bulletin  

announcements due 

by Noon 

 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
6:30pm Executive 

Committee Meeting 

14 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
Newsletter Articles 

Due Today 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and  

Website with  

Devotions 

 
6:30pm Property 

Committee Meeting 

15 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
2:00pm Food Pantry 

Setup 

16 
Church Office is 

Closed 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

 
10:00am Soup Kitchen 
2 

:30pm Food Pantry 

Distribution 

17 

18 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 

 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 

 
4:00pm Troop 456 in Community 

Room and Adult SS Room 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

19 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and  

Website with  

Devotions 

20 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 

 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
6:00pm Church Coun-

cil 

21 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and  

Website with  

Devotions 
 

22 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

23 
Church Office is 

Closed 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

24 
Opportunity House 

25 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 

 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 

 
1:00pm A Unique Christian Ministry 

outreach addresses local hunger 

issues, from Berks County PA USA. 

Growing and producing free food for 

neighbors in need. Our youth will be 

helping to harvest potatoes. 

 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

26 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

27 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 

 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

28 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Newsletter  

Assembly 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 
 

29 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

30 
Church Office is 

Closed 

 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Web-

site with Devotions 

 
6:00pm Wedding 

Rehearsal in Sanctu-

ary 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
Jessica Fisher 

2 
Anne Klein 
Terry Trout 

3 

4 
Lauran Weiler 

5 6 
Dennis Stoner 
Kaylyn Riegel 
Mason Kline 
Mildred  
   Webber 
Randy Peers 
Tamara  
    Foreman 

7 
Jill Ninfo 

 
Richard Davis 

 
Tim Fox 

8 
Nancy  

Marquette 
 

Samuel Peiffer 

9 
Lindsey Hunter 

 
Maia Hunter 

 
Tammy  

    Bonargo 

10 
Corrinne Cook 

11 
Betty Spotts 
Shana Hunter 
Steven Allen 

12 
Bruce Wanner 
George Dietrich 

13 
Lily Bentz 
Maxine Horn-
berger 

14 15 
Timothy Bohn 

16 17 
Ann Rock-
wood 
Denise Stine 
Karen Allen 

18 
Cleann Pauley 

19 
Elizabeth  
Hensley 

 
Ruth Peiffer 

20 
Ava Long 

 
Jennifer 

Rohrbach 

21 22 
Alex Ruth 
Beverly  
   Whitehead 
Curtis Prince 
Ronald  
  Foreman 

23 
Dylan  

Rosenmerkel 
 

Mandy Roth 

24 
Craig Dilks 

 
Mary Hiester 

 
Nancy Covach 

25 
        Janet  
  Muchoney 
 
Kara Velekei 

26 
Allison Jones 

Carol Heckman 
Gabriella  
   Urbina 

Liliana Urbina 

27 
Matthew Lillis 

28 
Dean Schlegel 

 
Sandra  

Kerchner 

29 
Michael J  
  Drobeck 
 
Scott  
  Winkleman 

30 
David Pawling 
 
Sandy Maguire 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 2 
Richard & 

Debra Wanner 

3 
Travis &  

Danielle Hale 

4 5 6 7 
Larry & Janice 

Jones 
 

Michael J & 
Sandy Drobeck 

8 
Michael & 
Kimberly 
Hudzik 

 
Patrick &  
Meredith  
Velekei 

9 10 
Joseph &  

Daina Wurster 
 

Robert &  
Diane Ruth 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 
Robert & Jan 

Velekei 

23 24 

25 
William &  
Anna Davis 

26 
Jerry & Evie 

Stepp 
 

Steven & 
 Marilyn 

 Oxenreider 

27 
Richard &  

Carol Barnett 

28 29 30  


