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    The staff at St. John… 
 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor:   
pastor@saintjohnss.com 
Deacon Diana Pelletier,   
Director of Children and Youth Faith Formation:  
deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
Arlene Moll, Director of Music Ministries 
Becky Ruth, Bell Choir Director  
 
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator:  

                              stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
Jane McClellan-Renner, Finance Administrator:  
                                      finance@saintjohnss.com 
Michele Brossman, Custodian 
Kevin Brossman, Custodian 
Barbi Connor-Genesis Preschool Administrative Director 
Jen Kovalchick- Genesis Preschool Director of Education 

 
 
 

 

Congregational Council: 
President - Allen Fritz 

Vice President - Tim Fox 
Secretary - Rebecca Ruth 

                       Treasurer– Gary Triviets 
            Care Team Liaison– Georgianne Jones 

             Learn Team Liaison- George Balchunas 
                Serve Team Liaison - Deb Dietrich 

             Worship Team Liaison - Cathleen Sassaman  
 

          Congregational Team Leaders: 
           Deb Scheidt—Care Team 

            Danielle Hale—Learn Team 
          Dale Whitehead—Serve Team 

            Chris Woronko—Worship team 
 
 

       4125 Penn Avenue 
   Sinking Spring, PA 19608 
          610-678-1088 
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Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

Dear Saint John’s, 
Take a look at to the right..   
 
The man doesn’t know that there is a 
snake underneath. The woman doesn’t 

know there is a stone crushing the man.  
The woman thinks: “I am going to fall! And I 
can’t climb because the snake is going to bite me. 
Why can’t the man use a little more strength and 
pull me up!”  The man thinks: “I am in so much 
pain! Yet I’m still pulling you as much as I can. 
Why don’t you try and climb a little harder!?” 
 
The moral: You can’t see the pressure the other  
person is under, and the other person can’t see the 
pain you’re in.  
 
This is life.  
Whether it’s with work, family, or friends,  
sometimes it is difficult to understand each other.  
Truth be told, we can never completely understand 
even our closest loved ones.  This is because we 
always have our own biases.  White people can 
never fully understand what it means to be black 
in America, and vice versa.  The affluent privi-
leged can never fully understand what it means to 
be poor and underprivileged, and vice versa.  The  
heterosexual can never fully understand the 
LGBTQ, and vice versa.  And, as the divide in  
political viewpoints grows wider and deeper in our 
 country, conservatives can never fully understand  
what it means to be liberal, and vice versa.   
 
Still, we are called by our Lord to love our neighbor as ourselves.  (Lev. 19:9-18) 
 
This begs the question, when we can never claim to understand our neighbors, how can we ever claim to love 
them? There’s this great scene in Mark’s gospel where Jesus and the disciples have just come ashore after cross-
ing the Jordan, and a crowd of followers make their way on foot to the other side.   “As Jesus went ashore, he 
saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he 
began to teach them many things.” (Mk 6:34).  Jesus’ initial reaction is not to ask them a list of questions in an 
attempt to understand them.  Jesus’ first response is to be compassionate.  Showing compassion is a form of 
love.  Another similar form of love is empathy.   
 
Empathy is an act of love that endeavors to put ourselves in the other’s position.  We may not be able to fully 
understand our neighbor, but we can show compassion.  We can show empathy.  Our Lord’s call to love our 
neighbors may be seen more as an invitation to learn to think differently; to seek out our own biases, identify 
words and expressions that may get in the way, and communicate more openly.   
 
In this month of Thanksgiving, let us remember that this holiday doesn’t just honor the blessing of food.  It also 
honors the joyous blessing that is available when different people, like pilgrim foreigners and indigenous peo-
ples, learn to work together and share a meal.   
 
November Blessings, 
Pastor Rich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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KLINGER'S PUBS 
GENESIS PRESCHOOL WILL BE 

HOSTING ANOTHER POP UP 
MEAL THROUGH DO IT LOCAL 

ON NOV 10TH. SO, HOW 
ABOUT YOU TAKE THE NIGHT 

OFF FROM COOKING AND SUP-

PORT OUR PRESCHOOL AT THE SAME TIME?! ORDER NOV 9 
AND HAVE DINNER PREPARED FOR YOU ON THE 10TH! 

HTTPS://WWW.DOITLOCALBERKS.COM/POPUPS  

Mark your Calendars 

Nov 5  We Love LGBTQ+ Event           

Nov 6  Faith in Action 

Nov 10 Genesis Pop up Meal 

Nov 20 Stronger Together  

             Youth Group 

Dec 3  Craft Show 10a-1p 

Dec 10  Breakfast with Santa 

Your decisions determine the direction and 
quality of your life. And while  

nobody plans to complicate their life with 
bad decisions, far too many people have no 

plan to make good decisions. This study 
will help you live differently.  

 
Join this adult study group Sundays at 

10:15am in the classroom off the left side of 
the fellowship hall.  

 
Please reach out to Jen Stinson with  

questions or ideas.             
 stinsonbio@gmail.com  

                   Vendor Form: 

https://forms.gle/g4E6AnkWXwPTSRqf9 

Children’s Corners 
in the Sanctuary 

We have two ‘soft spaces’ in the back  cor-
ners of the sanctuary with carpet, rocking 
chairs and quiet toys. We are inviting fami-
lies with infants and toddlers that need to move around 
more freely, along with anyone else who needs some extra 
space, to stay in worship more comfortably. Please check 
out these spaces and invite folks to use them. 

https://www.doitlocalberks.com/popups
mailto:stinsonbio@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/g4E6AnkWXwPTSRqf9
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On Sunday, September 25th 9 youth 

and adults from St. John’s  joined 10 

youth and adults from 3 other local   

Lutheran congregations to bag pota-

toes in the rain for local food pantries. 

The Potato Project is a Unique Christian 

Ministry out reach addressing local hun-

ger issues. Supported by ALL volunteers 

growing and producing free food for 

local hungry neighbors in need. Located 

in Hamburg, The Potato Project  

provides potatoes across Berks County. 

 
Are you a young person? 
 
Do you have children or youth living with you?  
 
Were you once a child or youth?  
 
Do you have ideas about sharing God’s love with 
children, youth and/or adults?  
 
Would you like to have your voice heard regarding 
safety protocols? 
  

If you answered, “Yes” to any of the questions 
above PLEASE join the Learn Team in envisioning 
the future of Faith Formation at St. John’s. 
 

WHO:      Everyone interested in Faith Formation          
                                     @ St. John’s 
 

WHEN:    Tuesday, Nov 1st 6:30 pm 
 

WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 
 

All teams will gather together from 6:30-7 to  
 discuss joint projects. 
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Meal Makers Are  Ready to Help 
One of the many programs of your Care Team is the  

provision of meals to those in need. Our Meal Makers volunteers are able to provide 
meals to individuals and families, after the birth of a baby, during and after an illness, 

while coping with the death of a family member and other circumstance where a home-
cooked meal would be a blessing. We follow up with families that  

Pastor is visiting, but there may be others who could use this caring service.  
If you, a family member, or a church friend could benefit from this service, just call 

 Deb Scheidt at  
610-468-5923, to get a meal delivered. Don’t be afraid to ask, we have  

individuals who have volunteered to make meals for our members in need.  
 

There is always something cookin’! 

 
Care Team is up and running again. We have activities and tasks that we need people to  
lead. Nothing big and you don't have to attend meetings. We will keep you in the loop and 
abreast of what's going on. Areas we need partners to assist are:  
 
1. Call members to make a meal for members who have surgery or are sick or new parents 
etc. I have a list to use! 
 

2. Welcome bags. Purchase items with funds from the Care budget and put together for visitors.  
 
3. Prayer chain, call and start the chain of calling members to pray for members of St. Johns. Carol Long is  
    assuming this role.  
 
4. Smiles We Miss bags, Easter and Christmas gift bags filled with goodies for homebound.  
 
5. New member classes. Pastor leads the classes, the liaison just arranges and communicates with the new members.  
6. Prayer shawls, call and arrange shawls and scarfs to be made (I have a list)  
 
                                              Any questions, please call Deb Scheidt at 610-468-5923  

Christmas goodie bags for  
Smiles We Miss  

We are collecting goodies, treats etc for the homebound. An updated 
list is on the registers of those who will receive a bag.  

 
                              
                     Ideas for donations: 

Christmas greeting cards (for recipient)  
                                      Individual crackers, cookies 

                Mints, candies, regular and sugar free, individually wrapped 
                     Individual tea bags  
(you can purchase individually foil wrapped) 

Small travel packs of tissues 
Small travel size toiletries 

 
Items should be dropped off in a bag marked "Smiles we miss"  

by the office no later than November 27, 2022. 
Questions can be directed to Deb Scheidt 610-468-5923 

Smile We Miss!  
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  We are no longer collecting for the  
           Veteran Making a Difference (as per their wishes).  

Thank you for your past donations!!! 
 

We are still collecting for animals in 

need: blankets, towels, throw rugs, etc.     
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Redner’s Save-a-Tape pro-
gram is simple:  

Please put your receipts in 
your  

envelopes that you mail into 
the church or when you drop 
them off in the locked mailbox 
outside and also on the table 
inside the door. St. John will 

receive 1% of each bill.  
 

You need to use your  
Redner card in  

order for the church to  
Receive the 1% as shown on 

receipt...Thank you!   
   TOTAL for this year so far 

is $302.15 

 

If you find the church mouse,  
please email or call Jodi at  

stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
or 610-678-1088. The first 

 person to contact  me with the 
 location of our mouse will get a  

little surprise!  
   

Good Luck!   
 

*I will only be contacting the winner  
 

Thanks for playing everyone! 

Please check your spam/junk mail 
for emails from staff here at St. 

John’s . We are using MailChimp 
for some emails and it may go 

into spam or junk mail.  

Thank you for your patience! 

 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter articles for  
November are due on  
Wednesday, Nov. 9th  

 
Anything received after this date 

will be put into the 
January’s Newsletter.  

 

Thank you! 

 

        SHOPPING FOR THE      
       HOLIDAYS... 

 
The Easter Egg Committee  

will be making... 
 

PEANUT CLUSTERS and PEPPERMINT 
BARK (both in milk and dark chocolate), for 
the Holidays. Both products will be available 

for sale after November 7.  
 

Peanut Clusters will sell for 
$10 a box  

 

Bark will sell for $8 a box.  
 

Order forms will be  
available.  

The Fellowship Hall Improvement Campaign was put together by church coun-
cil in hopes of offsetting the costs of two much needed repairs to our Fellowship 

Hall.  
The main unit of the HVAC system for that section of the building has been re-

placed, since that unit had reached the end of its lifespan. The deteriorated con-
crete stairs outside of the  

Fellowship Hall entrance have been reconstructed, and they are ready for your 
footsteps once again.  

 
Now that the work is completed, the total costs for these projects is $42,705. We need help from the congregation to 
restore the funds consumed by these projects. So far, we have collected about $7369.00. Fund Raisers specially tar-

geted to close this gap are being considered to add to the donations from our church members.  
 

In order to give specifically to the campaign, please designate your donation for the "Fellowship Hall Improvement 
Campaign." This can be done through online giving (use the other tab and the note section) or by cash or check  

with the noted designation.  
THANK YOU!!  
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Flowers($43) and Bulletins($25)  
Sponsorships are available again. Please fill out 
the blue form which is on the table at the front 
door, and put it in Jodi’s mailbox. Thank you.  

Dates for Flowers are… 

Nov. 20 and 27 
                 Dec. 11 and 25 

 
Dates for Bulletins are 

Nov. 6, 13, 20 and 27 
Dec. 4, 11, 18 and 25 

The Wilson Area Food Pantry will 
begin collecting food donations from 

our member churches. 
 

 We will collect on Wednesday,  
November 16th, before the scheduled distribution 

on the 3rd Friday of the month, which is on 
November 18th. 

The pantry needs donations of nonperishable 
food items. The pantry especially needs 

 donations of: 
 

1. Peanut butter 

2. Canned fruits 

3. Canned vegetables 

4. Pasta sauce or tomato sauce 
Canned meats especially canned tuna 

 
We appreciate and thank everyone who  

supports us from the seven churches which 
we collect monthly donations of food and  

money to keep us going.  
 

Again, a great big thank you to  
all our volunteers.  

           
               Judy Romberger, Volunteer Coordinator  

 Outreach  
Envelope 

November 2022 

Increased 
Livestream  

Options 
In our continuing attempts to improve our 

livestreaming process, our Sunday 9 AM Livestream 
Service is available on our website, YouTube, as 

well as Facebook.   
 

To view the service on our website, go to https://
saintjohnss.com/, click on the “WE WORSHIP” tab 
and select the “LIVE STREAM” option. To access 
our service via our You Tube Channel simply go to  

https://tinyurl.com/StJohnsSinkingSpring.   
 

You can select “Notify Me” to receive a notification 
immediately prior to the start of the service.  You 

can also “Subscribe” to receive notifications of addi-
tions to the channel.  If you are already a regular to 
our Facebook page, there will be no changes to the 

way you view the service.   
 

One final note, all of us are familiar with the  
challenges faced when embarking on new  

technology adventures.  Please be patient and kind 
as we text these new waters.  If you have input to 

share, you can send your thoughts and comments to  
music@saintjohnss.com or speak to Arlene Moll.   

 
       Again, thanks in advance for your patience. 

https://saintjohnss.com/
https://saintjohnss.com/
https://tinyurl.com/StJohnsSinkingSpring
mailto:music@stjohnss.com
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
6:00pm Team Meet-

ings 

2 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

3 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

4 
Church Office is 

Closed 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

5 

6 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

7 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

8 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
6:30pm Executive 

Committee Meeting 
6:30pm Woman's Club 

Of Spring Township/

Lap Robes for Veter-

ans 

9 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Newsletter Articles 

Due Today 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
6:30pm Property 

Committee Meeting 

10 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

11 
Church Office is 

Closed 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

12 
11:00am Hold for 

Party (Fritz) 

13 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 
4:00pm Troop 456 in Fellowship Hall 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

14 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

15 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
6:00pm Church Coun-

cil 

16 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

17 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
2:00pm Food Pantry 

Setup 

18 
Church Office is 

Closed 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
10:00am Soup Kitchen 
2:30pm Food Pantry 

Distribution 

19 

20 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

21 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

22 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

23 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Newsletter Assembly 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

24 
Church Office is 

CLOSED today 

25 
Church Office is 

Closed 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

26 
Opportunity House 

27 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
10:00am Fellowship time immediately 

following Church service 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

28 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

29 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

30 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

1 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 

2 
Church Office is 

Closed 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 

3 
Genesis Holiday Craft 

Show 

CANTATA 
The season of Christmas will soon be upon us.  Hard to imagine I 
know, but none the less, holiday invites and the like will soon be 

arriving in your inbox or mailbox.  Before you schedule all of 
these, please put our Christmas Cantata on your calendar.  

The cantata is scheduled for  
December 18, 2022 at 7:00 PM.  Please plan on joining us for an 
evening of beautiful music celebrating the story of the birth of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ.  There is also an open invitation for anyone in 

the congregation who would like to join the choir in presenting the 
cantata.   

  Rehearsals are Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM.   
  Looking forward to celebrating the season in song. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

Charlene Wess-
ner 

2 3 
Andrew  

Romberger 
Grace  

Schwambach 

4 5 

6 
Matthew Rutt 

7 
Antonette 

Rosenmerkel 
Beth Schmidt 

Nancy Pawling 
Virginia Huyett 

8 
Roger Moyer 

9 10 
Eric Peiffer 

Jeffrey  
Fioravanti 
Karen Rutt 

Nancy  
Gajewski 

11 
Jacob Meinig 
Michael Hudzik 

12 

13 
Nancy King 

Sandy  
Myskowski 

Susan Mountz 

14 
Arlene Boyer 

Stephanie Allen 
Susan Nagle 

15 
Jace Drobeck 

16 
Chris Bruno 

Landon Rubida 

17 
Jeanette  
Minnich 

18 19 
Sharon  

Schlessman 

20 
Debbie Peers 

21 
Christine 
Woronko 

Liam Sassam 
Nathan Lis 

22 23 24 
Chase Weiler 

25 
Kevin Foreman 

26 

27 
Jace Stoner 

28 29 
Edwin Schwenk 
Peggy Klinger 

30 
Anna Davis 

Diana Pelletier 

      

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednes-
day 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 
Craig & Lori Dilks 

 
Jeffrey & Gloria  

Fioravanti 

4 
Timothy & 

Deanna Riegel 

5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 
Richard & 

Shirley Davis 

21 22 23 24 25 
Glenn & Kim 

Young 

26 

27 28 29 30    


