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ST. JOHN'S

Evangelical Lutheran Church
4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
610-678-1088

\

Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
Friday: Closed

~
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Happy New
Year
2026!

May

bring peace to

your

happiness to

this year

heart and

your life.

St. John’s Lutheran Church Staff:

Rolf Schmidt, Pastor

pastor@saintjohnss.com

Arlene Moll, Director of Music Ministries
music@saintjohnss.com

Lois Wentzel, Church Administrator
stjiohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Jane McClellan-Renner, Finance Administrator
finance@saintjohnss.com

Michele Brossman, Custodian

Kevin Brossman, Custodian

Barbi Conner, Genesis Preschool Administrative Director
Jen Kovalchick, Genesis Preschool Director of Education
genesispreschool@saintjohnss.com

Kevin Heltzinger, Volunteer Property Manager
kevin_lee7.@outlook.com

A

Church

Council

Leadership

Congregational Council:
President - Pete Bonargo

Vice President - Jerry Stump
Secretary - Cleann Pauley
Treasurer - Gail Hauseman

Care Team Liaison - Deb Scheidt
Learn Team Liaison - Chris Woronko
Serve Team Liaison - Andy Romberger
Worship Team Liaison - Deb Fick

Congregational Team Leaders:
Care Team - Georgie Jones
Learn Team - Danielle Hale

Serve Team - Andy Romberger
Worship Team - OPEN

Flowers, Bulletin and Newsletter Sponsors are needed!
(Flowers: $55, Bulletins: $20, Newsletter: $30)
Please fill out the yellow form posted on the bulletin board by the "FLOWERS” calendar,
and put it in the office administrator's bin along with your cash or check. Thank you.



mailto:deacondiana@saintjohnss.com
mailto:music@saintjohnss.com
mailto:stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com
mailto:finance@saintjohnss.com
mailto:genesispreschool@saintjohnss.com
mailto:Kevin_lee7.@outlook.com

A Message from Pastor Rolf

What does God require of us?

Every morning, | peruse the news articles and top stories. It can get overwhelming.
ICE raids, wars in places like Ukraine and Syria, the capture of Maduro, the economy,
budget cuts, court cases, and measles outbreaks are but a few of the latest headlines.

Whatever your stance on any of these topics, what God requires of us is the same:

Micah 6:8: “He has told you what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but
to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”

No matter who you are, your circumstances, your opinions, your achievements, or
your childhood, God wants us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
our God.

Justice can mean a crime that has not been made right. Justice can also mean unfair-
ness in life. Where has someone had fewer opportunities than others? Is someone
struggling or suffering? Do you have any means or opportunity to help? Where can

you speak up for another who cannot speak for themselves? Where can you lift some-

one out of suffering?

Kindness is compassion. Kindness is not seeking your own good above another. Kind-
ness is not pressing your rights at the expense of another. Kindness is gentleness and
goodness shared. Where can you be kind?

What does it mean to walk humbly with your God? To walk with someone means to
spend time with them in their presence. To be humble with God is to know what it cost
Him for us to know Him. It cost Jesus His life because each of us is selfish, sinful, and

broken. None of us could save ourselves; we are all unworthy. God so loved us that

He gave His one and only Son to die on our behalf so that we could live.

Let us remember His sacrifice and love and walk humbly in a daily relationship with
Him. Walking with God each day, bringing Him our worries about the ups and downs,
is also our source of strength and peace to do justice and love kindness.

“Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”

God bless,
Pastor Rolf




Thank yow St Johns;,

Marilyw and I appreciate all the support and prayers we re-
ceived before and after my surgery.

We awe blessed withvour faithvand belief inv God and His healing

power. AW of which is strengtiv by the family that is the
congregalion..
Inowr cawing and prayers for one another and those outside
our circle we shine God's love to-all.

Thanks be to-God,
Peace,
Todd and Mawrilynw Frasso-

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED!

Western Berks Shepherding Ministries is a local non profit organization that drives am-
bulatory adults in Western Berks County to medical appointments through the use of
volunteer drivers.

Recently, Western Berks Shepherding has had a big increase in new clients using our
transportation services. Because of this, we are in need of new adult volunteers to
drive our clients to local medical appointments.

It is a great way to volunteer that is flexible, there is very little commitment and ex-
tremely rewarding!

Our volunteers choose when and where they wish to drive as well as how of-

ten. (Volunteers are never assigned a transport.....they are always in control of which
transports they wish to do.) In addition, our volunteers are only asked to provide
transportation (they are not asked to provide any kind of personal or medical care).

Please consider volunteering Fundraising Event for Western Berka.
for this important service. Shepherding Ministries

For more information, please

contact us at: Wed, Feb 18 & Thurs, Feb 19
484-294-7394 or Bring Invite to Austin’s or Coastal Grille

WesternBerksShepherding@amail.com | and 20% of food purchase will go to
Western Berks Shepherding

Invites available on table outside

\ church office {'
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Treasurer’s Report

Dec ’25 YTD Dec’24 YTD 2025 budget
Net Income after change in investment value  ($11,559) ($65,176) ($40,959)

Please refer to the financials in this newsletter for more detail.

2025 financials ended in a much better place than prior-year actual and budget. St.
John'’s revenue in 2025 exceeded 2024 in most categories. Combined giving (general
plus targeted) was higher than 2024! An upward trend year-over-year is a big deal after
many years of giving decline. “Other income” exceeded the prior year by $10,584 most-
ly due to renting the former youth room to Full Throttle Fitness Factory and renting out
the sanctuary for a candlelight concert series this past fall. Fundraising continues to be
strong bringing in $21,266 in 2025.

Even though expenses were down by $40,000 in 2025 compared to 2024, expenses
still exceed revenue. Expenditures are consistently reviewed by staff and Council. Prop-
erty repairs have been an ongoing challenge given the age and size of the Church’s in-
frastructure. The property team has identified several items that need attention in the
near future. In the 2026 budget, the congregation approved securing a line of credit to
assist with the financing of larger repairs.

Genesis continues to be a wonderful mission of the church. Genesis tuition covers all
direct expenses of the ministry. As the vision process moves forward here at St. John’s,
| pray that focusing on the needs of our community bring us clarity and renewal in 2026.

Submitted by,
Gail Hauseman, Treasurer

for

-
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INCOME AND EXPENSES
Month: December 2025

INCOME
General Fund Giving
Targeted Giving
Fundraising
Other Income

Subtotal

Genesis Income
Beguests

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
Care Team
Learn Team
Serve Team
Worship Team
Property Team
Hospitality
Office/Support Team
Subtotal
Staff
Genesis Expense
TOTAL EXPENSES
UnBudgatad Expense
Net Income
Change in Investment Value
Net income after change in investment value

Unbudgeted Expense

Pastor Discretionary Fund

Hetrich Bequest - new security system

Maint & Repair Fund - new refrigerator
Memorlal Funds - renew Polish brass altar items
Tucker Bequest - Removal 3 trees

VES

Youth

Total

Year to date

Year to date Year to date
December 2025  December 2024 2025 budget
$188,712 $186,286 $214,100
524,919 $26,259 $33,050
$21,266 $18,586 $18,110
523,978 $13,394 $13,500
$258,876 $244,525 $278,760
$144,444 $146,671 $140,610
$20,000 $26,034 S0
$423,320 $417,229 $419,370
$170 556 $300
51,656 $1,863 $2,330
$13,841 $15,377 514,164
$5,434 54,046 $6,175
$96,202 591,203 $70,690
$3,091 $345 $255
$36,444 $39,359 $30,590
$156,840 $152,250 $124,504
$171,961 §220,307 $201,736
$127,739 $126,363 $134,089
$456,540 $498,920 $460,329
$15,563 $6,264 50
$48,783 -$87,955 -$40,959
$37,224 $22,779 $0
-$11,559 -$65,176 -$40,959
5972 $1,485
54,9597 50
$5,127 50
51,190 S0
$2,063 $0
5626 51,582
$589 $3,198

515=553 $EIZE4
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February 3

February 3

February 8

February 12
February 12
February 17
February 17
February 18
February 19
February 20
February 22
February 28

March 3
March 3
March 8
March 12
March 17
March 17
March 19
March 20
March 28

Mark your Calendars

All Teams Meeting - 6:30pm / MO

Property Committee Meeting - 6:30pm
Food & Fellowship after Church \Jl
Easter Candy Set-up in Fellowship Hall
Men’s Breakfast at Red Plate Diner at 9am
Circle of Friends at 1pm

Church Council Meeting at 6:30pm

Ash Wednesday Service - 7-8 pm

Food Pantry Setup at 12:30pm

Food Pantry Distribution at 2:30pm

Food & Fellowship after Church
Opportunity House 6:30pm

All Teams Meeting - 6:30pm

Property Committee Meeting - 6:30pm
Food & Fellowship after Church

Men’s Breakfast at Red Plate Diner at 9am
Circle of Friends Lunch at 1:00pm

Church Council Meeting at 6:30pm

Food Pantry Setup at 12:30pm

Food Pantry Distribution at 2:30pm
Opportunity House 6:30pm

February 15 thru March 29 Candy Making in Fellowship Hall

B9 UNBY
25 2% U WBUWY
i

Chileren’s Faith Fermation

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Do you have a heart for leading youth to a relationship with Jesus? We

are looking for individuals who would be willing to lead or assist our Little
Friends Faith Formation. If you are interested in learning more about this
rewarding opportunity, please see Pastor Rolf.
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Opportunity House Volunteers Needed!

Hey there St. John's, we are hoping to raise up some new cooks and helpers for our

Opportunity House ministry. St. John's is responsible for the evening meal every 4th Saturday of the
month. We'd love to have more depth on our Opportunity House bench! It's not a difficult task to as-
sist with the Saturday evening meals. No experience necessary.

Families, couples, singles, and friend groups welcome. It's a fantastic way for kids to get service
hours. We'll get to cook in their brand-new kitchen in 2025! Please email or call

Gail Hauseman. I'll be happy to tell you about the “Opportunity” to serve. **;;i;\&;%%
Gail Hauseman, St. John's Opportunity House Scheduler ;%,g‘é
shaus10215@aol.com C
610-914-0886 Oppﬁgl‘llsnelty

We are still collecting for animals in | We are continuing to
need: blankets, towels, throw rugs, collect soda and soup
etc. ~ Pawsitive Hearts Kitten Shower | can tabs to help support
is coming to St John’s, April 18th, do- the Ronald McDonald

nations for this would be helpful as House of Philadelphia.
well. Thank you for Put them in the jar on the
Caring for our table outside the church
Animals!!

office. Thank you!

The Manor Care Bingo Team is in need of | The library is open!
single packs of cookies, lunchbox-size bags
of chips, 8 oz bottles of water, LARGE ;I'srkﬁéElg(;I;abn:Obborrow
print word search books, and reading books. No returns on

Book’s,
CDs or DVDs
are required.

Circle of Friends
BREAKEAST | ’ | Please join us for lunch on the ‘

0 3rd Tuesday of each month.
= February 17th & March 17th at 1:00 pm
Food | Fellowship | Faith Feb

2nd Thursday at 9 AM Location to be determined
@ Please RSVP Call Jeanette Minnich at 610-678-1740

to Jerry Stump . .
By the prior Tuesday with any questions.

stumpgh@comcast.net

DINER 484-706-2846

C

Togelihen We Grow



WILSON AREA FOOD PANTRY NEWS

The Wilson Area Food Pantry served 125 families (474 individuals) in November and
in December we served 98 families (389 individuals). We embark on a new year with
the January 16 food distribution to help our neighbors.

We primarily serve the Wilson School District and Wyomissing area. Seven churches
work together to serve the community with money donations and nonperishable food
donations.

YOUR church donations to the pantry are vital to the support that we can give to the

families in need. We thank all for the peanut butter, mac & cheese, cereal plus what-
ever you can give which are bagged for handouts. Our dependence on the donations
from our supporting 7 churches is even more important than ever as the need grows

and Helping Harvest funding is being reduced.

The pantry needs donations of nonperishable food items. The pantry especially
needs donations of
. Canned fruits
. Canned vegetables
Pasta sauce or tomato sauce < '3
. Spaghetti ﬁg
. Canned meats especially canned tuna, spam, or chicken ,)gjb :
Peanut butter \ iz
. Canned soup

8. Mac and cheese
Everyone that volunteers must renew their civil rights training for 2025-26. You can
review the civil rights training materials at htip://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Files/Civil%
20Rights%20Training%202018.pdf and then sign in on our sheet at the pantry when
you first serve our clients. ONLY ONE TIME EACH YEAR MUST YOU SIGN THE
CIVIL RIGHTS. We greatly appreciate any and all who volunteer. THANK YOU!
Serving our neighbors in need is what we are called to do in Christ’'s name.

d

~NoOORWN -

May God Bless you all with Health and Love

Judy Romberger

Volunteer Coordinator

610 678-2571 (home)

OUR MISSION IS TO SERVE OTHERS IN GOD’s NAME

Upcoming Dates - Please considering helping if you are able

| | DISTRIBUTION DATE - TIME | SETUP/DELIVERY DATE - TIME
FEB Friday 20th @ 3:00 PM To 5:00 PM Thursday 19th @ 12:30 PM
MAR Friday 20th @ 3:00 PM To 5:00 PM Thursday 19th @ 12:30 PM
APR Friday 17th @ 3:00 PM To 5:00 PM Thursday 16th @ 12:30 PM

3



http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Files/Civil%20Rights%20Training%202018.pdf
http://wilsonareafoodpantry.org/Files/Civil%20Rights%20Training%202018.pdf

The November monthly mission was the Wilson Food Pantry and $695 was collected.

The December monthly mission was Lutheran Refugee
Services & $245 was collected.

The January monthly mission is The United Lutheran
Seminary.

The February monthly mission is Safe Berks

The March monthly mission is Opportunity House.

CHECK OUT OUR ONLINE CALENDAR

Saint John’s has a newly updated online calendar.

You can find this on our church website. Use the QR

code on the right to check it out now. Check it to see :'F: A .1' d b
what’s happening, when is the newsletter deadline, o

or when Sunday’s service includes Holy Communion.

While you're there...
Click to print the calendar.

Click m to add the calendar feed to your device.

Rb&&;ér’s Redner’s Save-a-Tape

WAREHOUSE MARKETS Program is Simple
SAVE-A-TAPE PROGRAM

Please put your receipts in your giving envelopes OR in the blue bin on the table by
the church office. St. John’s will receive a donation of 1% of each bill. This only hap-
pens if you use your Redner’s Card when you check out. We do not receive any
donation if the card is not used.

Thank you!!!

We received a total of $1,037.91 for receipts in 2025!

Did you receive this newsletter in your postal mailbox?

We would like to reduce our postage costs and send you your church newsletter elec-
tronically. Please email the office administrator at stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com with your
email address and we will make that change.
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Experiencing God in Everyday Life
New Sunday School Class starting End of February

Many of us meet God in a mountaintop moment, but our entire Christian lives are
not spent on the mountaintop. Instead we dwell in the typical, often mundane, some-
times difficult days of everyday life. Following Jesus is a journey, not a moment.
God'’s story is continually unfolding as He pursues His eternal purposes in our world.
This study is designed to help you on that journey, from major steps of faith through
those ordinary moments of daily life.

A study book is needed for the class, so we are looking BIACKARBY

for a count of those interested before ordering. There is KING

a sign up sheet for the class outside of the church office.

Book will be provided for free but donations toward the EXPERIENCING
book cost of $25 are appreciated. Donation can be put

in a “Special Giving” envelope and please mark it “Bible
Study Book™. Any questions please contact Cleann
Pauley.

ALL are welcome!!
Sign up outside the church office!

|
It is that time again! (already) Easter eggs and peanut clusters.

Order forms will be available soon. First come first serve.
Production will start February 15, 2026 and continue through the week of
March 8. Clusters are milk or dark chocolate and cost $12 for a pound
box. The eggs are $9 for a half dozen and $16 for a full dozen either dark
or milk, peanut butter or coconut. We are looking for volunteers and we
will train you! This is a large undertaking so any and all help is appreci-
ated. If you can't help with production, we need people to take orders.
¢ Consider asking at work, your neighbors, your family etc. If you want to
see what's involved, stop by and watch what it takes to pull this off.
You'll be impressed. This 1s our biggest fundraiser and we appreciate
your support.

Any questions or want to help, please contact Deb Scheidt, 610-468-
5923 or Barb Stoner, 610-858-8220.
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~ Baster Egg Schedule ~

~ Starting February 15 ~
If you are interested in helping see Barb Stover
or Jerry Stump
We will follow the same schedule each week of
canay making:

Sunday
.00 am - Wix Peanut Butter

Wonday
®:00 am - Scoopers, Rollers, Tray Movers

Tuesday
730 am - Chocolate Melters
&:00 am - Dippers & Tray WMovers

?:30 am - Cluster Makers

(melt chocolate, wmix & fill cups, pack boxes)

A:00 am - Bag Iwdividual €ggs

(dozen & half dozew orders)

@-? pm - Order Packers & Cleanup
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Genesis Preschool News
We are excited to plan the next school year at Genesis
Preschool! If you or someone you know is looking for a
preschool home for the 2026-2027 school yeav, [olease give
us a call! Registration is open in February. We appreciate
your prayers for another wonderful year!
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GENESIS PRESCHOOL

2026-2027
REGISTRATION

Our experienced teachers and
engaging curriculum offer children the
opportunity to learn and grow in a safe
and caring environment. Let your
child’s love of learning start with us!

Age 2 - Pre-K
Extended-Day Options

Play and discovery-
based learning

Creative & Nurturing
Environment

CALL US TODAY!
610-678-9908

@ www.saintjohnss.com/our-preschool

D><] genesispreschool@saintjohnss.com




