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Dear Saint John’s friends and family, 
 
I’ve missed our life together.   
 
I know…that sounds a bit strange.  It may even be a bit creepy to some of you.  Just go with 

it, I think it will make sense in a moment.  You see, I believe you’ve missed our life together also. 
Life together, that’s one way to describe what is known in churchier lingo as fellowship.  Jeremy Kimble, 
in his book, “Fellowship in the Life of the Church”, defines fellowship this way: Fellowship is partici-
pation, sharing, and life together around the embrace of the gospel by the people of God.  The pandemic 
took away our life together.  We’ve returned to worship at Saint John’s.  We’ve returned to faith for-
mation. We haven’t yet returned to fellowship. 
 
I’m pleased to announce that this summer we will do that.  We will return to joining together for brunch 
after worship each Sunday.  I’m looking forward to this, and I hope you are as well.  One reason I’m 
looking forward to it is because we will have the opportunity to touch base and chat with one another 
with a bit more freedom than the brief moments before and after worship.   
 
Another reason for looking forward to fellowship this summer is because I’m looking forward to talking 
with you about ways in which our congregation can grow together with the pandemic behind us.  We all 
know the pandemic has changed our world, but we haven’t yet talked together about how our church has 
changed and how our congregation might respond to this new and virtual world.   
 
God offers many things in the summer for us to be grateful.  One thing we might also be grateful for is 
our church’s return to Sunday fellowship after worship.  In the book of Acts, the author wrote about the 
community of the first believers, saying, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 
 
Blessed June, 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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Jesus on Vacation? 

Good question, right? Do you think Jesus ever took a vacation from his ministry? In our 
modern age, June marks the beginning of summer; the time of year when the days are 
longer, the sun shines hotter, and people dream of getting away.  
This summer our weekly Gospel lessons will be coming most often from the book of 

Luke. NINE times in the book of Luke Jesus goes away to pray. While this going away likely looks nothing 
like our modern day vacations, Jesus does set the example for us that time away is not only good for us but 
often a necessary means of refocusing and recharging. Jesus takes leave from the people and places he is sur-
rounded by. He goes off, often by himself, to pray, to reconnect with God, to look for support for the journey 
or challenge ahead. 
Starting May 29th my family will be venturing overseas on a 17 day adventure beginning in Iceland. Along 
with rest, rejuvenation and adventure, while there we will be learning about, and exploring, the Church of  
Iceland, which happens to be the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Iceland, a sibling of our own Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. I will take pictures and gather information to share with you all sometime in the 
fall.   
 
I believe Jesus sets the example and encourages us to take time away. I hope this summer you are able to step 
away from the daily grind, to find space for yourself to refocus, reconnect and recharge. Perhaps you will go 
on a trip with your family, or maybe you will take time for a staycation. No mat-
ter what you do, time away is vital for our ability to heal, rejuvenate and to regain 
excitement for all we do. 

peace, Diana 

Mark your Calendars 

 June 20-23 Youth Mission Trip 

Youth going INTO grades 5-12 

  

   July 10-15 VBS: Monumental 

 

Sept 11 Rally Day 

Are you a young person?  
 
Do you have children or youth living with you?  
 
Were you once a child or youth?  
 
Do you have ideas about sharing God’s love 
with children, youth and/or adults?  
 
Would you like to have your voice heard  
regarding safety protocols? 
 

If you answered, “Yes” to any of the questions 
above PLEASE join the Learn Team in envi-
sioning the future of Faith Formation at St. 
John’s. 
 
WHO: Everyone interested in Faith Formation         
@ St. John’s 

WHEN:   Tuesday, JULY 5th 6pm 

WHERE:         On Zoom  
Zoom Meeting Link 

Meeting ID: 867 9458 0426 
Passcode: StJohnSS 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86794580426?pwd=aStDU2Y0T2orUnFZUnEzQTQ0Rm9Pdz09
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GENESIS PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP 2022 
It’s time to get ready for summer fun here at Genesis Preschool. Camp ses-
sions will be for children 3 through 5 years of age, with the exception of the 
“Get Ready for Kindergarten Camp”, which will be for children going off to 

kindergarten in the fall. Each camp day will run from 9:00AM to 12:00PM.  You do not need to 
be currently enrolled at Genesis to attend camp. While each week of camp has an overall 
theme, there will also be a variety of other activities offered with each session, including out-
door play, art, music and movement, and discovery/choice time.  We ask that you please send 
in a small snack and water bottle labeled with your child’s name each day, but there may be 
special snacks offered on certain days. 
 

Color Exploration Camp: 

Tuesday, May 31 - Thursday, June 2 (three days) 

Leader, Brittany Kline, Genesis Preschool Teacher 

   

Outer Space Camp: 

Monday, June 20- Friday, June 24 (five days) 

Leader, Brittany Kline, Genesis Preschool Teacher 

 

Pirates and Mermaids Camp: 

Tuesday, July 5 - Friday, July 8 (four days) 

Leader, Jessica Musser, Genesis Preschool Teacher 

 

Get Ready for Kindergarten Camp: 

Monday, August 15 - Friday, August 19  

(five days, only open to kids going to kindergarten in the fall) 

Leader, Brittany Kline, Genesis Preschool Teacher 

 

 
 

Sincerely, 
Barbi Conner & Jen Kovalchick 
Genesis Preschool Directors REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER CAMP & PRE-

SCHOOL 2022-2023 IS NOW OPEN 
For more information: 

https://saintjohnss.com/our-preschool 

https://saintjohnss.com/our-preschool
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Gaining Strength ~ Stronger Together 
2022 Berks At Home Youth Mission Trip 

Opportunities for 5th - 12th Graders 
 
This summer, St. John’s youth will be partnering with youth from AELC, Trini-
ty, Reading and more for an at home Mission Trip! There will be  daily opportu-
nities for service at places like: 

 
* Animal Rescue League * Opportunity House * Mary’s Shelter * Family Promise/U-Turn *  

* In Ian’s Boots * Triangle Therapeutic Riding * MORE * 
 
Join us the third week of June for a week of community, service, and building 
strength together! More information to come!  
 

Mission Trip Week, June 20th-23rd (7th Grade and up: $25.00**) 
Mini Mission Trip, June 21st-22nd (5th and 6th Grade: $10.00**) 

The daily schedule will be from 8:30am - 6pm with one possible overnight.  
 

**Scholarships are available, no participant will be denied the ability to participate** 
 
If you have any questions or would like to be signed up to participate in this 
year’s trip, please contact Deacon Diana. 

On April 23rd, youth and adults from St. 

John’s and Allegheny met at City Park in 

Reading for the Berks Co. Earth Day Festi-

val. We made some new friends (human & 

reptile), did Earthy crafts, learned new 

ways to care for the Earth and saw ways to 

turn our trash into art!! 

MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO JOINED! 
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Monumental Vacation Bible School  
 Week of July 10th   

VBS programming is for children age 3 through 6th grade.  

There is no cost to participate. 

To register as a Participant or Volunteer:  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnss2022  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!  

TALK TO DEACON DIANA TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN SHARE GOD’S LOVE THIS SUMMER. 

Mandatory VBS Volunteer Training will happen on  
Tuesday, June 28th. More details to come. 

Every year we designate a local cause to support during our week of VBS. We take time 
to teach the children and families about the cause and about our baptismal call to serve 
others. 

This year we will be supporting the Ronald McDonald House of Philadelphia. 

Do you drink soda (or pop)? Do you cook using canned goods? If so, please put your can 
tabs to great use by bringing them to church and leaving them on the table outside the church office in the 
jars and we will be sure they get to Ronald McDonald House so they can be turned into money to support 
families in need! 

We are so thrilled to have been able to welcome back our Egg 
Making Team after almost 2 years without these delicious eggs! 

We made over 13,000 eggs and 2,700 peanut clusters. All this 
resulted in a profit of $10,300. Average number of helpers each 
week was 40 people. Some of the helpers weren't even       mem-
bers of our church, but enjoyed helping us! Good fellowship was 
enjoyed by all! 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnss2022
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 Outreach Envelope 
June 2022 

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program is 
simple:  
Please put your receipts in your  
envelopes that you mail into the 
church or when you drop them off in 

the locked mailbox outside and also on the 
table inside the door. St. John will receive 1% 
of each bill.  
 

You need to use your Redner card in  
order for the church to Receive the 1% as 
shown on receipt...Thank you!   

Newsletter articles for  
July are due on  

Wednesday, June 8th 
Anything received after this date 

will be put into the 
 August’s Newsletter.  

 

Thank you! 

 
Travis John Hale, Jr., son of  

Danielle and Travis Hale, was baptized at the 
9AM service here at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

on Sunday, May 22, 2022, by Pastor Rich.  

Proposed Amendment to St. John’s Church Constitution 
The church council would like to include Deacon Diana Pelletier as a voting member of 
the council. It will come as no surprise that Deacon Diana offers invaluable insight and 
reasoned perspective to our discussions, so it seems fitting that we hear her vote along 
with her voice. 

In order to do that, an amendment to our church constitution must be adopted by the church membership. 
Part of that process involves letting all of you know that we want to make this change. The specific change 
would be to Section C12.01 of St. Johns Constitution, to insert the words “the deacon(s)” in the first sen-
tence, between “the pastor(s)” and “the officers of this congregation”. This entire section is shown below, 
with the inserted words in bold. St John’s current Constitution was last updated in March of 2014, well be-
fore we added Deacon to our staff. Including deacons onto the church council is a standard practice within 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. (ELCA) We will be voting on this proposed amendment at our 
next Congregational Meeting, on  June 5, 2022. 
 
C12.01. The voting membership of the Congregation Council shall consist of the pastor(s), the deacon(s), 

the officers of this congregation, and a minimum of four additional Council members to represent 
each of the Ministry Teams of the congregation. Any voting member of this congregation may be 
elected, subject only to the limitation on the length of continuous service permitted in that office. 
Voting members who are employed by the congregation, and their spouses are ineligible to serve as 
Council Members. A member’s place on the Congregation Council shall be declared vacant if the 
member a) ceases to be a voting member of this congregation or b) is absent from four successive 
regular meetings of the Congregation Council without cause. Consistent with the laws of the state 
in which this congregation is incorporated, this congregation may adopt procedures for the removal 
of a member of the Congregation Council in other circumstances 
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Just a reminder that there are plenty of opportunities to share your 
musical talents with us during worship this summer.  You can pick a 
Sunday and sign-up via this link or contact me at 610-413-9585 or 
 
 amoll60@gmail.com. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpMdFFL-Vis4rfy-
Da0LU3bpTZg2Br-09nWOQLp88wU/edit?usp=sharing 

mailto:amoll60@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpMdFFL-Vis4rfy-Da0LU3bpTZg2Br-09nWOQLp88wU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IpMdFFL-Vis4rfy-Da0LU3bpTZg2Br-09nWOQLp88wU/edit?usp=sharing
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We are in need of Word Search books  
ONLY please, (no sudoku or crossword puzzles), 

for Bingo at Manor Care.  
Thank you!  

The Wilson Area Food Pantry will 
begin collecting food donations from 

our member churches. 
 

 We will collect on Wednesday, June 15th,  
before the scheduled Third Friday of the month  

distribution June 17th. 
 

       For some churches we have been collecting 
donations all along that    members have brought 
items to us, and  others we have not heard from.  

 
 
 
 

 
    Our needs this month are spaghetti  

noodles, canned fruits, and soup in  
particular. We have been blessed to continue to 
have your financial support as well as the sup-
port of food donations as we have continued to 

serve our community during the pandemic. 

 

Fellowship Hall Improvement Campaign 

The Fellowship Hall Improvement Campaign was put together by church council in 
hopes of offsetting the costs of two much needed repairs to our Fellowship Hall. We 
need to replace the main unit of the HVAC system for that part of the building. We also 
need to address the deterioration of the concrete steps outside of the Fellowship Hall 
entrance. 
 

The Property Committee has received bids for both of these projects, the lowest of both combined total is 
around $40.000. The proposal for the steps will be brought to the congregation for approval once council 
chooses a company to do the work. 
In order to maintain the comfort and safety of all those who use that space, we are asking the congregation 
to help fund these projects. In order to give specifically to the campaign, please designate your donation for 
the "Fellowship Hall Improvement Campaign." This can be done through online giving (use the other tab 
and the note section) or by cash or check with the noted designation. 
      THANK YOU!! 

To the members of St. John, Sinking Spring from the Northeastern  
Pennsylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. In  

grateful appreciation for giving $7,387.79 for Mission Support beyond the  
congregation for synod and churchwide ministries of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  
 

     The letter is hanging on the bulletin board outside of the church office. 

Thanks to all of my wonderful St. John’s Family and 
Friends for all of the cards, calls, and gift bags during the 
Holidays and throughout the year(s). It always means so 

much to me and you all mean the world to me.  
Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  

Love, 
June Bingaman 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z43V/home
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

29 30 31 1 
Dennis &  
Barbara Stoner 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 
Randyy &  
   Debbie Peers 
 
Todd &  
 Marilyn Frasso 

8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 
Kevin & 
Heather Riegel 

15 
Richard &  
Debbie Fick 

16 
Russell & Iris 
Lis 

17 18 

19 20 
Jeff & Diana 
Pelletier 

21 
Arthur & Joyce 
Dojan 

22 23 24 
Andrrew & 

Judy  
Romberger 

25 

26 27 
Erik & Darcie 

Saar 

28 29 30     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 2 3 4 
Geraldine 
Kreider 

5 
Carrie Hunter 
Colleen Shilla-
dy 
Ethan Fritz 
Molly Aiman 
Rebecka Prince 
Susan Heckman 

6 
Christopher 
Delp 
Debra  
  Westmoreland
-Ramirez 
Eric Kragness 

7 
David Nagle 
Robert Stone 
Zachary Fisher 

8 
Dallas Lutz 

9 
Caroline  
Agentowicz 

10 
Michael Bross 
 
Peter V  
        Bonargo 

11 
Ruth Weber 

12 13 
Jill Tobias 
Sandy Drobeck 

14 
June Bingaman 

15 
Barbara Bress-
ler 
Laura Dietrich 

16 
Mason  
   Sassaman 

17 18 

19 20 
Justine Liptock 
Lisa 
Drebushenko 
Travis John, 
Hale 

21 
Ashley Witman 

22 
Aiden Tobias 
Carol  
     Rentschler 
Jennifer Long 

23 
Andrew  
      Witman 
Ethan Brower 
Joseph Liptock 
Mallorie Cook 

24 
Scott Hauseman 

25 
Ashley Wurster 
Carl Wiest 
Robert Smith 

26 
Joseph  
  Himmelberger 
Linda Swartz 

27 28 
Cheyenne  
     Loring 
Ken Miller 

29 
Ian Foreman 

30 
Derek Pauley 
Kim Heffner 
Kirstin Shockey 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool  

Summer Camp-

Color Exploration 

Camp 

 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

 

2 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool  

Summer  

Camp-Color  

Exploration Camp 

3 
Church Office is 

Closed 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

4 

5 
Election of 2022-2023 Leaders 

and Thank you to the Volun-

teers after Worship 
 

9:00am Worship Service in the 

Sanctuary and Livestreamed 
 

10:00am Fellowship time imme-

diately following Church service 

 

10:15am Summer Fellowship 

with Brunch in the Fellowship 

Hall 
 

8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

6 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

7 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by 

Noon 
 

Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

6:00pm Team 

Meetings 

8 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 

Newsletter  

Articles Due To-

day 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 
 

6:30pm Property 

Committee Meet-

ing 

9 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 

10 
Church Office is 

Closed 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 
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12 
9:00am Worship Service in the 

Sanctuary and Livestreamed 
 

10:00am Fellowship time imme-

diately following Church service 
 

10:15am Summer Fellowship 

with Brunch in the Fellowship 

Hall 
 

6:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting/

Anniversary in Fellowship Hall 
 

13 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

14 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by 

Noon 
 

Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

6:30pm Executive 

Committee Meet-

ing 

15 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 
 

16 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

2:00pm Food 

Pantry Setup 

17 
Church Office is 

Closed 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 
 

10:00am Soup 

Kitchen 
 

2:30pm Food 

Pantry Distribution 

18 

19 
9:00am Worship Service in the 

Sanctuary and Livestreamed 
 

10:00am Fellowship time imme-

diately following Church service 
 

10:15am Summer Fellowship 

with Brunch in the Fellowship 

Hall 

20 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2P 

M 

8:00am Youth 

Mission Trip 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool Summer 

Camp-Outer Space 

Camp 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

21 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by 

Noon 
 

Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

8:00am Youth 

Mission Trip 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool  

Summer Camp-

Outer Space 

Camp 
 

6:00pm Church 

Council 

22 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 

 

Newsletter  

Assembly 

8:00am Youth 

Mission Trip 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool Sum-

mer Camp-Outer 

Space Camp 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

 

23 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

8:00am Youth 

Mission Trip 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool  

Summer  

Camp-Outer 

Space Camp 

24 
Church Office is 

Closed 
 

8:00am Youth 

Mission Trip 
 

9:00am Genesis 

Preschool Sum-

mer Camp-Outer 

Space Camp 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

25 
Opportunity 

House 

26 
9:00am Worship Service in the 

Sanctuary and Livestreamed 
 

10:00am Fellowship time imme-

diately following Church service 
 

10:15am Summer Fellowship 

with Brunch in the Fellowship 

Hall 
 

8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

27 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

28 
Bulletin  

announcements 

due by Noon 
 

Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 

29 
Church Office 

Hours 9AM-2PM 
 

9:00am Pastor 

Rich on Facebook 

and Website with 

Devotions 

 
 

  2 
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    The staff at St. John… 
 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor:   
pastor@saintjohnss.com 
Deacon Diana Pelletier,   
Director of Children and Youth Faith Formation: 
deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
Arlene Moll, Director of Music Ministries 
Becky Ruth, Bell Choir Director  
 

Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator:  
                  stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
Jane McClellan-Renner, Finance Administrator:  
                                      finance@saintjohnss.com 
Michele Brossman, Custodian 
Kevin Brossman, Custodian 
Barbi Connor-Genesis Preschool Administrative Director 
Jen Kovalchick- Genesis Preschool Director of Education 

 

Congregational Council: 
President - Allen Fritz 

Vice President - Tim Fox 
Secretary - Rebecca Ruth 
Treasurer- Russell Stirling 

Learn Team Liaison- George Balchunas 
Care Team Liaison- Charles Coleman 

Serve Team Liaison - vacant 
Worship Team Liaison - Cathleen Sassaman  

 
Congregational Team Leaders: 

Deb Scheidt—Care Team 
Patrick Velekei—Learn Team 
Dale Whitehead—Serve Team 

Chris Woronko—Worship team 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

 
Find me on  

Facebook:  Rich Moore 
    Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

 

We, at Saint John Evangelical Lutheran Church, are 
disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful  

people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to 
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love God 

with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind; and to 
love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 
Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor for 
our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of heaven 

where imperfect people are perfectly loved, welcomed 
and where all people matter to God.  In consort with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are doing 

God Work with Our Hands. 

If you find the church mouse,  
please email or call Jodi at  

stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
or 610-678-1088. The first 

 person to contact  me with the 
 location of our mouse will get a  

little surprise!  
   

Good Luck!   
 

I will only be contacting the winner  
 

Thanks for playing everyone! 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com

