
  

 

4125 Penn Avenue 
   Sinking Spring, PA 19608 

          610-678-1088 

    The staff at St. John… 
 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor:   
pastor@saintjohnss.com 
Deacon Diana Pelletier,   
Director of Children and Youth Faith Formation:  
deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
Arlene Moll, Director of Music Ministries 
music@saintjohnss.com 
Becky Ruth, Bell Choir Director  
Lexie McLaughlin: Church Administrator  
stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
Jane McClellan-Renner, Finance Administrator:  
finance@saintjohnss.com 
Michele Brossman, Custodian 
Kevin Brossman, Custodian 
Barbi Connor-Genesis Preschool Administrative Director 
Jen Kovalchick- Genesis Preschool Director of Education 
genesispreschool@saintjohnss.com 

 

Congregational Council: 
President—Deb Dietrich 
Vice President - Tim Fox 
Secretary - Becky Ruth 

       Treasurer– Gary Triviets 
            Care Team Liaison– Georgianne Jones 
             Learn Team Liaison– Mason Sassaman 

           Serve Team Liaison - Antonette Rosenmerkle 
             Worship Team Liaison - George Balchunas  

 
          

           Congregational Team Leaders: 
          Care Team - Deb Scheidt 

           Learn Team - Danielle Hale 
          Serve Team - Cole Luscombe 

            Worship Team - Cleann Pauley 
 
 

Flowers($55) , Bulletins($20) & Newsletter ($30) 
Sponsorships are needed. Please fill out the form which is on the table at the front door, and put it in  

Lexie’s mailbox. Thank you.  
Flower and Bulletin Sponsors are needed!  
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Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

 
 
Dear church friends, 
 
Do you ever think about why we celebrate New Year’s Day? It’s really just another 
day, so why is it so important to mark a date change on a calendar? 

 
It’s because a new year offers a new beginning, the chance to get a fresh start. There’s a reason January 
is the most important month of the year for gyms and self-help programs, because it seems like a chance 
to start again, to improve ourselves. It seems like a natural time for beginning something, which is why 
lots of us will make New Year’s resolutions (whether we stick to them or not is another story!). 
 
The Christian life offers many opportunities for fresh starts, changing what we’ve been doing, or begin-
ning to live differently. Each week in worship, we begin with a time of confession where we admit what 
we’ve done wrong. We admit to God and to each other that our lives are not perfect, that we’re not liv-
ing the way we ought to live, that we’re doing things we ought not do and failing to do things we ought 
to do. 
 
Then, immediately after confession, we hear God’s response. We hear the good news that because of 
God’s forgiveness, because God loves us, we all get a fresh start. Psalm 103:12  says God has taken our 
sins away from us “as far as the east is from the west.”  The slate is wiped clean. We don’t need to carry 
the weight of our sins or guilt with us anymore. We are forgiven! 
 
And then we run into the next week (or maybe just the next day…or the next couple of minutes!) and it 
doesn’t take long before we sin again. It doesn’t take long to forget what God has done for us. But we 
always have another opportunity to remember God’s love. God never gets tired of forgiving us! 
 
In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther said we ought to begin each day in this way: 
“In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are to make the sign of the holy cross and say: ‘God 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me. Amen.’ Then, kneeling or standing, say the Apostle’s 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer…After singing a hymn, or whatever else may serve your devotion, you are 
to go to your work joyfully.”  You don’t have to wait til January 1st of a new year to get a fresh start on 
life.  Every day offers the opportunity to wake up and remember that you are a baptized child of God. 
You have been claimed, redeemed, and set free by Jesus Christ.  
 
After hearing the promise of forgiveness and absolution in worship, we continue the only way we can, 
by together giving thanks to God in song and by hearing more about God’s grace and love for us, and by 
receiving the means of grace in the Holy Communion.   
 
So, every day is a fresh start in God’s grace, by personally remembering our baptisms.  Every Sunday is 
a fresh start for us when we worship together, and receive God’s grace in the Word and the sacrament of 
Holy Communion.  No need to wait for next January.  See you in worship, where every Sunday is a new 
beginning.   
 
 
I wish you a joyful and safe start to 2024. 
 
Blessings, 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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Who do you follow? 

The question of, “Who do you follow?” used to be a much simpler ques-

tion to answer. For instance, in the time of Jesus there were prophets, 

and trusted leaders and teachers that you knew you could trust. Even in 

the much more recent past, the world was so much smaller which meant 

there were less conflicting news reports and social messages circulating 

through communities. 

When the Magi saw the Star of Bethlehem rise in the East they did not question whether or not they 

should follow it’s light, nor did they wonder where it would lead. They had faith in what the prophets 

had foretold and so they followed. 

Our world today is exponentially more complicated! With the creation of the internet in 1983 and the 

dawning of the 24-hour news cycle in the mid-90’s, it is much harder to focus in on what is truly im-

portant. It is so much more difficult to shut out the noise and to listen to where God is calling us to 

work and serve. 

Social media sites use terms like, ’follow” and ’friend’ to draw us in and to keep us 

wanting more. After all, who does not like the idea of having followers and large num-

bers of friends? These are, of course, ploys to draw us in to their platforms, to keep 

us interacting with their apps. Many of us can spend hours every day glued to our  de-

vices, trying to make sure we do not miss anything important. We can also spend ex-

treme amounts of time documenting the big and small moments of our lives, trying to 

impress our followers and friends. 

Sadly, at the end of the day, all of this following, scrolling, and documenting leaves us feeling  no 

more fulfilled, and endlessly wanting more. Instead of counting our blessings, we compare ourselves 

to our friends and followers and often think we are not enough or do not have enough. 

This Epiphany season, when we are  once again visited by the Magi, may we look to them as an ex-

ample to follow the light of God every day, to count our blessings, and to share all we have with our 

neighbors. May we readjust our compasses to point us toward the light so 

we can see where we are being called and to whom we are called to serve. 

The Magi followed the Star. They also brought the best gifts they could 

bring. 

YOU are the gift God wants to share with the world! I invite you to put down 

your devices, for even a short while, and listen, wait, watch. God has    

AMAZING things in store for you when you follow...  

  peace,  Diana 

Our middle and high school youth will 
gather in the youth room on Sunday, 
Jan 14th to talk about Social Media & 

New Year’s Resolutions. 
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Many thanks to our preschool families that shared 
their children with us on Dec 10th. Their songs, 
bell ringing, and dancing brought holiday cheer 
and blessings to so many! 

Our next Stronger Together adventure will be an experiential 
event focusing on hunger. We plan to stay overnight at Trinity 
Lutheran in Reading February 17-18th. We will      experience 
what hunger feels like by eating very little and learning about 
hunger in our community and around the world. We will also 
be collecting money to help support ELCA World hunger. 

More details to come. As always, friends are welcome! 

YOUTH GROUP SERVICE 
EVENT - Rescheduled 

 
Join youth from East and West Berks Mission Districts for an afternoon 

of fun, fellowship, and service! Our event will take place on  

Saturday, January 13th from 12-3pm.  

Join us at Good Shepherd, 4201 Stoudts Ferry Rd. as we dive into  

Matthew 25:35 and create Hygiene kits.  

We will begin with lunch! 

    Cost is $5 per youth. 

As you may recall, during the congregational meeting held in June regarding the 
church budget, the decision was made to remove the purchase of the projector for 
the sanctuary from the annual budget and establish a Capital Campaign to fund 
the purchase.  Following that meeting, the Worship Team agreed to lead the cam-
paign for the projector.  This campaign has been approved by the church council 
and is moving forward with raising the necessary funds.  The Worship Team 
strongly believes that a projector in the sanctuary will provide us with a means to 
enhance worship in ways we are currently unable to do as well as have a positive 
economic and environmental impact by reducing the costs associated with the 
producing the bulletin in its current form.  The overall cost of the projector and as-
sociated equipment will be +/- $7500.  Thanks to some generous donations and 
fundraising, $2933.90 has already been added to the fund.  Please consider target-
ing a donation toward the purchase of the projector.  Also, look for fundraisers in 
the future to help us reach our target and add this additional piece of technology 
to our worship experience. 
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Cookies for Veterans 
On Dec 3rd 15 youth from our Stronger Together Youth 
Group gathered at Allegheny Lutheran to make cookies 
for local veterans. We were visited by Kevin, Heather, 
and Gretta (Kevin’s service dog) who told us about an 
Equine Therapeutic Program in Reinholds that helps 
veterans suffering from PTSD and other issues after 
serving in our military. Many thanks to Kevin, Heather, 
and Gretta for sharing their stories and to all the youth 
who shared God’s love with our local vets! 

What an amazing time everyone had at our 2nd Annual Breakfast with Santa on Dec 9th! So 
many thanks go out to all who volunteered and all who came to eat. The Love of God was 
shared with 204 breakfasts served!!! Everyone left with bellies full of food and hearts filled 
with Christmas cheer! 
 
A SPECIAL THANKS goes out to SANTA AND The GRINCH for making time to be with 

us!!  
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Redner’s Save-a-Tape  
program is simple:  
Please put your re-
ceipts in your enve-

lopes that you mail into 
the church or when you 

drop them off in the 
locked  

mailbox outside and 
also on the table inside 
the door. St. John will 

receive 1% of each bill.  
You need to use your  
Redner card in order 
for the church to Re-

ceive the 1% as 
shown on re-

ceipt...Thank you!   
    

TOTAL for 2023  
$949.84 

Comfy Corners in the 
Sanctuary 

We have a‘soft space”  
in the back  corner of 
the sanctuary with  
carpet, a rocking chair 
and quiet toys. The other corner has 
crayons and coloring pages. We are 
inviting families with infants, tod-
dlers, children, or even adults that 
need to move around more freely, 
or who need some extra space, to 
stay in worship more comfortably. 
Please check out these spaces and in-
vite folks to use them. 

We are continuing to 
collect soda and soup 
can tabs to help support 
the Ronald McDonald 
House of Philadelphia. 

Put them in the jar on the table 
outside the church office.   Thank 
you! 

  
We are still collecting  

for animals in need: blankets,  
towels, throw rugs, etc.     

 
Thank you for your donations! 

Circle of Friends 
 

      Please join us  1pm, January 16, 2024 at 1pm 
Calbria Italian Restaurant 

6646 Penn Ave, Wernersville, PA 19565 
Call Jeanette Minnich 610-678-1740  

for questions 
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News from Council 
Your church Council met on December 19th. The following are highlights of the discussion 
and actions. At this meeting, Council: 
 

-Discussed chapter 5 of Giving to God, which focused on faithful giving. We need to contin-
ue to share the message of stewardship. We will be asking the congregation for their opinion 
on a pledge campaign, perhaps using the word desire instead of pledge. 
 

-Learned the Personnel Committee is working on meeting with staff to update job descrip-
tions and further understand their ministry work. 
 

-Determined the Church Administrative Assistant position will be budgeted for 20 hours per 
week beginning January 1st, maintaining current office hours. 
 

-Learned the Wi-Fi extenders in the sanctuary and office level are malfunctioning and will 
need to be replaced to restore reliable internet connect ability. 
 

-Approved the purchase of additional cameras to be placed at all facility doors to enhance se-
curity. The visitor log will be utilized during office hours only with the purpose of ensuring 
that visitors enter and exit at the office door. 
 

-Determined we will be donating the couch that was removed from the room off the fellow-
ship hall which has served as a health suite but is now used for candy fundraising. The park-
ing lot stage will be dismantled and disposed of. 
 

-Learned the Care Team assembled 18 care bags which will all be distributed by Christmas, 
with the help of the congregation. 
 

-Heard that the Learn Team discussed ways to encourage preschool family engagement and 
also discussed the Deacon’s position in support of their ministry work. 
 

-Learned the Serve Team is going to be highlighting the monthly designated mission envelop 
recipient for more congregational visibility. 
 

-Learned the Worship Team is assembling a small group to explore adding a worship service 
with an alternative format. 
 

-Reviewed the most recent Budget Proposal from the Finance Committee and continued to 
discuss budget cutting options. 

 

Total income through the end of November is higher than last year and higher than what we anticipated. Keep 
in mind though that almost $60,000 of it came via an IRS refund for the Employee Retention Credit and a pay-
out from a life insurance policy. 
 

Total expenses through the end of November are greater than last year but less than the budget. 
 

The month of November alone shows our expenses exceeded our income by $9096.00. Our expenses are high-
er than our income for the year through the end of November by $73,261.00. Neither of those figures, natural-
ly, are an indication of good financial health. 
 

Our total cash reserves are at $473,424. This includes all the money in our accounts at Fulton Bank, Raymond 
James, Riverfront Federal Credit Union, and the Endowment Fund. 
 

The finance committee is working hard on putting things together to present to the church council and ulti-
mately to you, the congregation. There are many very tough decisions to be made. We hope you keep us in 
your prayers so what is put forward will be the best we can hope for as our church tries to move forward in a 
positive manner. 
 

Yours in faith, Gary Triviets, treasurer 
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In October we learned 
that Stein’s florist in 
Shillington would no 
longer be doing altar 
vases for churches.  Af-
ter making calls to many 
local florists, Royers has 

the most economical prices for our 
needs. The price will be $55, only a dol-
lar more than we are currently paying 
Steins.  If you are interested in sponsor-
ing flowers, please fill out the form in-
serted in the newsletter. Extra forms can 
be found on the table outside of the  
office. 

 

pastor@saintjohnss.com 
610-401-5602 
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FROM GENESIS PRESCHOOL  

Thank you to all those who donated cookies! They were very delicious!  



10 

Mark your Calendars 

Jan 1  Pork & Kraut  

Jan 2  All Teams Meeting 6:30pm 

Jan 13  12-3 WBMD Youth Service Event — Hygiene Kits 

Jan 14 Faith in Action 

Feb 6  All Teams Meeting 6:30pm 

Feb 14 Ash Wednesday 

Feb 17-18 Act 2Day 4Tomorrow Overnight 

March 30 Easter Egg Hunt 

March 31 Easter Sunday 

WILSON AREA FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

The Wilson Area Food Pantry distributed food to 113 families on December 15. 

Donations to the pantry are vital to the support that we can give to the families in need. Food donations such as 

peanut butter, soup, spaghetti, pasta sauce, mac and cheese, canned fruit and vegetables, cereal, and canned tuna or 

chicken which will be collected January 17 will be combined with food provided by Helping Harvest and food purchased 

with the generous donations from our member congregations. Please fill our two grocery carts especially at this time of 

year when we emphasize giving to help those in need. Our next pantry distribution is January 19. 

We are very grateful for all the support that Saint John’s gives the pantry. That support is both food donations 

and financial donations which is used to buy food as well.  

It is our mission to serve God by helping those in need. 

We are also grateful for our volunteers. Especially Ashley Witkowski and the teenagers from the Hope for Hu-

manity club. It was wonderful to see so many young people helping. 
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