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It’s January.  Happy 2019! 
At Saint John’s the month of January means pork and sauerkraut.  Of course, it 
also means the Epiphany of our Lord on January 6

th
.  Aside from being in the 

same month, it may surprise you to learn that these two events actually have a 
lot in common.   
 

Once upon a time, long before the continent where we reside was discovered, 
the Holy Roman Empire celebrated Christmas very differently than we do today. 
Before the Nativity celebration as we know it, there was a celebration of the birth 
of our savior at Epiphany.  Long before Santa Claus, Christmas trees and sleigh 

bells at the end of the year, there was the Boar’s Head Festival to begin the new year.   
 

I had the privilege of serving for two years at a church that holds an annual 
Boar’s Head Festival.  It is a beautiful pageant in renaissance fashion and 
splendor that transports participants back to a time when celebrating the birth 
of Jesus meant the king holding a grand feast for the whole kingdom,  
complete with maiden ladies dancing, and court jesters pranking as the  
pageant celebrates the hunters who slay the boar, and the chef who prepares it 
for the feast.   
 

In those days the boar (pork) was the main dish served to ring in a new year.  The boar symbolized 
evil, for it was a menace to the hunter and to the farmer.  Serving up the boar’s head on a platter 
represented the triumph of Christ over evil, begun with the Son of God born at Christmas and  
manifested as savior of the world at Epiphany by the arrival of the magi who paid him homage after 
following a star.   
 

During this great feast of Epiphany, a priest would offer a blessing of the new year with a ceremo-
nial reference to the endless leafiness of cabbage as an illustration of the abundance of God.  
Within the homes, this blessing of the new year with cabbage became a way for fathers and moth-
ers to bless their children.  Much later, possibly around the 16

th
 century, eastern Europeans began 

slicing and fermenting cabbage as a way to preserve it and the dish of sauerkraut was created, 
eventually supplanting the head of cabbage as a symbol of God’s blessings for the new year. 
 

As time passed, the world and cultures changed from the Dark Ages to the Age of Enlightenment.  
America was discovered and settled, and people brought with them customs and traditions from 
their homeland.  Starting the new year with a dish of pork and sauerkraut is one custom that has 
endured through the centuries.  Only now, the custom is that eating it brings good luck instead of 
reminding us of God’s gift of a savior to bless the new year.  What has been lost through the centu-
ries is the symbolism of the pork as Christ’s defeat over evil, and the many leaves of cabbage sym-
bolizing God’s many blessings.   
 

I think it’s time for this history of pork and sauerkraut at the new year to be shared by our church 
from year to year with those who come to enjoy our annual New Year’s Day fund raiser.  Afterall, 
Christians do not put their faith in luck, or any other tokens of chance.  But, we certainly do put our 
faith in the One who destroyed the power of sin and death, as was once symbolized by the pork, 
and we certainly do put our faith in God’s blessings being as abundant as the leaves of cabbage, 
the sauerkraut.  So, let us renew this custom of pork and sauerkraut at the new year with the sym-
bolism that once honored the birth of our savior at Epiphany. 
Happy New Year! 
 
Happy New Year! 
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Let Your Light Shine 
14-16 “Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the 
God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going public with 
this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m 
going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a light stand. 
Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open 
house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt 
people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven. 
     ~Matthew 5:15-18 The Message (MSG) 
 

While December 21st boasts being the darkest day of the year, I would argue that January is the 
darkest month of the year. After all, in January the hype of Christmas begins to fade, the decora-
tions and lights start to come down and the cold settles in. Thankfully, January also brings with it 
the story of the Baptism of our Lord. Through the baptism of Jesus by John we can be reminded 
of our own baptisms in which God claims us and calls us. 
 

A tradition in the Lutheran Sacrament of Baptism is to light a candle and present it to the newly baptized while 
reciting a version of the passage from Matthew above. You see, Jesus is the light of the world and we are 
baptized into that light. We are called to bring God’s love and light into all the dark places of our world, to bring 
out the ‘God-colors’ we see in the people, places and situations around us. 
 
In order for us to bring light, there must be darkness… otherwise we would not recognize the light. So, on 
these cold, dark days of January I invite you to be the light of Christ that casts away the darkness. Be the one 
with a kind word for a co-worker, a helping hand for a neighbor, a smile for a stranger. “… let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. “ 
peace,  

 

 
 

           Faith Journeys Adult Faith Formation 
           January 6:   Planning for the new year 
           January 13: Pottery Event 
           January 20 & 27: Movie:  
               Won't You Be My Neighbor? 
           February 3:   Movie discussion  

 

January Cat Class Schedule 
  1st Sunday  Bible with George and Larry 
  2nd Sunday  Intergenerational pottery event  
  3rd Sunday  Faith in Action in Youth Room 
  4th Sunday  Catechism in Youth room 

Mark Your Calendars 
January 6th     Cat Class Youth Group 6-8pm 
January 13th     Intergenerational Pottery Event in  
                                     Fellowship Hall 
January 18th     Third Fridays Youth Group 6-8pm 
January 20th     Sunday School Trip to Opportunity  
                                 House Learning Center 
January 27th     Acolyte Training 9:15am  
February 9-10    30 Hour Famine Cat Class Lock-in 

Sunday School  
Offering 

In the months of December and 
January our children’s Sunday 
School classes are using their  
offering monies to support the  
Opportunity House Learning & 

Technology Center.  
 

They are also collect-
ing new and gently 

used (with all original 
pieces) board games 

to give to the Learning Center. 
 

We will be visiting the Learning 
Center January 20th after church to 
deliver what has been collected and 

to spend time with the children 
there. 

deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
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       Third Fridays 

   each month, 6-8 PM 

       For ages 4 through Grade 6 

            Jan 18th Theme:  

            Let Your Light Shine  
  

Acolyte Training 
Have you ever wanted to be an acolyte? Or learn more about what the acolyte 
does and why? Join Pastor Rich in the sanctuary on Jan 27th at 9:15am to 
learn more. No commitment required. 

 

                          Church Decorating 
Many thanks to all of the children and adults who came out to decorate care bags for 
the folks who cannot make it to church. We hope every member of our church family 
feels loved this year!  

 

          Outreach & Group Building 
Hello everyone!  

A Drop of Hope would like to thank everyone who was involved with the dona-

tions to help reduce water scarcity. To date, we have raised $606! This has ex-

ceeded our goal of $500 and we will be able to help many people get clean water 

with your donations. Without help, we would not have reached our goal. To help us reach our goal, many people 

stepped in and donated cash or even bought rain barrels to help with water conservation in their own homes. We 

encourage you all to continue to support our organization and conserve water in your own homes. Thank you again 

to everyone who helped in our endeavor!  ~ Vanessa Gajewski & Ella Pursley  

                                                 https://sites.google.com/share.wilsonsd.org/adropofhope/home 

 

Here at St. John’s we are beginning to update our Bible collec-
tion to the New Revised Standard Version and so are cleaning 
out some of our old Bibles. We will be donating the Bibles and 
other faith based books to Christian Library International 

(CLI). 
CLI accepts gently used or new Christian books, Bibles, CDs, DVDs with reading/viewing levels of 
3rd grade and up. Spanish materials are also needed. CLI serves adult prisons and youth  
detention centers. If you have materials at home you would like to donate, please get them to 
Deacon Diana by January 31st. You can also help offset the cost of shipping with a financial  
donation.  https://cli.world/ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4th Sunday Singing 
Our Children are learning a song in Sunday 

School and Children’s Chapel that they will lead 
the congregation in singing on the  
                  4th Sunday of November.  
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Happy New Year 
 
Hope you have all had a wonderful Holiday Season and the 2019 is here, how time flies.  
It was an honor to worship with you through the Christmas Season and I can’t wait for all that 
will come with 2019.  
 
January 13th, we will be switching to Setting 8 from the ELW and it sounds like everyone is 

picking it up as we will continue to rehearse it for the prelude until January 13th when it becomes the  
liturgical setting.  
 
I am still getting to know your names and the talent that is hiding here at Saint Johns and I am always  
keeping my eyes and ears open for more choir members and others that have those talents that we can  
always use within our worship services. If you haven’t played that instrument for the past number of years 
and think you can hide, think again (Laugh Out Loud).  Talent is always welcome and the benches at the  
piano and organ are open for you to share and our sing, or play along with us when you are able.  
 
Here is to 2019 and new and wonderful times together.  
 
In Christ,  
Archie Ulshafer III 
Music@saintjohnss.com  

On Sunday, December 16, 
eleven ‘Members whose 
Smiles we Miss,’ were  

visited by 30 folks from St. 
John’s who shared the Joy 
of Christmas with Smiles 

and Carols. Archie drove a 
school bus that had been donated 

by Klein so the group could travel together.  
 

God’s blessings were felt by all who heard our  
               voices and by all who sang. 
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Offering Envelopes – Please note that we are changing to a new vendor for our 
offering envelopes.  Instead of having to pick up a book full of envelopes once a 
year, envelopes will be mailed to members before the start of each quarter.  
Those who use the Simply Giving system, will receive only the “Special”  
envelopes for Outreach, Maintenance & Repair, Youth, Holidays, etc.  Others will 
receive a full pack.  For this reason, it is more important than ever that we have 
your correct address on file.  If you do not receive envelopes mailed to you by the 
last week in December, please contact Betty in our church office to verify your  
address.  

  



 
 

 

          

 
 

Soup Kitchen 
      138 South 6th Street  

Reading, PA   
On the third Friday of each month, excluding July and 
August, the members of St John serve lunch to around 
120 to 150 needy people in our community at the New 

Journey Community Outreach Soup Kitchen. 
 

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM. All the food 
is there and we assemble the lunches, including making 
sandwiches, putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and 

preparing trays. 
From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the assembled trays with 
a bowl of hot soup and drink. This lunch may be the only 

meal that the people have in a day and they are most 
grateful for the meal and for our service. 

We enjoy the fellowship with the members of St John and 
with the people we serve. 

 
Each St John volunteer serves about 2-3 times a year at 
the Soup Kitchen and we encourage car pooling among 

our members. 
 

Please consider serving and contact Sandy Myskowski, 
Dale Whitehead or Jodi at church. 

 
Come and join us 

When the new team structure was 
implemented it was  

announced that everyone is invited    
  to attend team meetings without having to make 

a commitment to join the team or attend every 
month.  We are interested in your  

constructive ideas and opinions.  The teams value 
everyone’s ideas and opinions and want to make 

sure that we speak for the  
entire congregation.   

The team meeting dates and times are  
announced in the monthly newsletter and the 

weekly bulletin.  Please join us.  

 

 

Thank You! 
The Care Team would like to 
thank everyone who donated 

goodies for the “Smiles We Miss” 
bags. We filled the bags to over-
flowing with care and even had 
some leftover for to share with 
other ministries. Thank you for 

your generosity – our homebound 
members appreciate it! 

    The Care Team is looking 
for a few new members to help 
lead its ministries. This team 
focuses on care to members 

and includes the meal ministry, 
homebound visitors, prayer 

chain and prayer shawls. This 
team is also devoted to evan-
gelism, welcoming visitors and 

new members with  
Welcome Bags and the New Members Education  

Program. Please reach out to a Care Team  
member if you are interested in serving:  

Deb Dietrich, Justine Liptock, Chuck Coleman, 
Sandy Miller and Sandy Myskowski. Our next 

meeting is on Tuesday, January 8th at 6 pm in the 
fellowship hall.  

Transportation Needs 
The Care Team is looking for  

volunteers to offer rides to members 
who do not have transportation to 
church services. Please let Deb 
Dietrich know if this is something 
you are willing to do (phone:610-

678-7534;  
email: dad7@psu.edu). 

THANKS from the Serve Team 
From the Serve Team, a Gracious Thanks to  

everyone for their support with the Food Drive, the 
Ringing Bells , the Prison Ministry and the  

Veterans . With your help we were able to bring a 
smile to and show to many in the local community 

that they are not forgotten  

New Members Education  
Program 

St. John’s offers this small group 
education program to help new 
members become more familiar 

with our church theology,  
ministries and facilities. This 3 session program  

culminates in a special service of welcome. The 2019 
program will begin on Sunday March 31 and we will  

welcome new members during the 10:15 am service on 
April 28th.  Please let Pastor Rich or Deb Dietrich 

(dad7@psu.edu) know if you are interested in participat-
ing or know of a family we should reach out to invite.  
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Gift Basket Auction 
February 23, 2019 

While the Auction is still a while 
off, we need to start planning 

already!   
This year we are looking to form 

committees to help  
organize the event to help us 

continue to make the  
Auction bigger and better! Some of the  
committees we are looking to form are:  
Food, canvassing, set up, tear down,  
basket creation, marketing, children  

activities and decor. 
If you are interested in joining any of these 

committees or would like  
additional  

information on the committees please  
contact: Krystal Yoder 

484-336-8486/kyoderdesigns@gmail.com 

   Thank you to everyone for their con-
tinued support for our veterans with 
your donations.   We would like to do a 
coat and winter apparel collection for 
our vets which would include socks, 
gloves, hats, warm shoes/boots, and 
blankets. If you are cleaning out your 
closets and buying new blankets or 

other warm bedding or updating your own winter coat, 
please consider placing your unwanted items in the 
“Veterans Making a Difference” bin in the parlor.  We 
have also been informed that “pup” tents can  be 
used for vets living on the streets.  We will be doing 
our collection on a continued basis and any questions 
can be directed to Dale Whitehead. 

               Bingo Ministry 
St. John supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of Manor Care in Sinking 
Spring.  The first Monday of each month, volunteers meet  to share some  
fellowship while playing bingo.  The bingo players look forward to being able to 
play the game, and of course, win.  The volunteers have an opportunity to interact 
with residents who may have no other visitors.  If interested, please contact Dale 

Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at dnbwhitehead@comcast.net. 
 
We are also in need of prizes.  Bingo prizes consist of:  individual packs of cookies and chips; can-
dy, especially Hershey bars; hand cream, Chap stick, deodorant, soap, tissues, puzzle books, 
socks and used purses. There is a collection station in the parlor for your contributions.  Thank you 
for being so generous over the years.  We appreciate it very much. 

 

 
The next pantry distribution is December 21, 

2018 with set up on December 20. 
At our November pantry distribution, we served 

94 families totaling 412 people with 58 volun-
teers. A great big thank you to all our volun-

teers; we need as much help as we can get to 
serve that many families. 

This month the pantry is short of most every-
thing, but especially of 
1. Canned vegetables 

2. Canned fruits 
3. Boxed Mac & Cheese 

4. Canned chicken 
5. Pancake and cake mixes 

We can use all donated non-perishables. We 
thank everyone who supports us. 

We welcome and constantly need new volun-
teers. Any new volunteers should check with 

Judy Romberger for assignment. 

Give back to humanity.   
Become a Red Cross Volunteer!  

Our volunteers touch lives every day. 
You will find it to be a rewarding experi-
ence – for yourself and the grateful peo-
ple you will be helping.  There are many 

opportunities and you navigate your own 
path depending on your interests, skills and availabil-

ity.  From helping before, during or after a disaster 
(locally or nationally) to supporting nearby blood 

drives, or teaching disaster preparedness education to 
our youth, you will change lives.  And maybe find your 

own life changed in the process. 
 

Plus, you will meet great people along the way. Please 
call or email Ann Borysowski, Red Cross Volunteer 

Services who can answer all your questions and help 
get you started. Please call her at 215-384-7191 or 

email ann.borysowski@redcross.org today.   
Thank you. 
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   January Altar Flowers Sponsors                    
        January 6– OPEN  

January 13– Evie & Jerry Stepp  
January 20– OPEN  
January 27– OPEN  

 

Please note: On a day when flowers are not 
sponsored, there will not be a fresh   

arrangement for that week. 
 

Bulletin Sponsors 
January 6– OPEN  

January 13– OPEN  
January 20– OPEN  

January 27– Annelies & Rudy Visser 
 

Sponsorship cost:  $40 Altar Flowers,  
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week  

following your sponsorship.  

Redner’s Save-a-Tape program  
is simple:  

bring your receipts 
to the Church Of-
fice and St. John 

will  
receive 1% of each bill. You need to use 

your Redner card in order for the 
church to Receive the 1%.   

Thanks so much for everyone who 
shopped at Redner’s and saved their 
tapes to help us get a grand total of 

$1042.45 for 2018. 
 

Western Berks Shepherding –  
This ministry provides  

transportation to people in need. 
The transportation is provided for 
medical appointments, testing, 
treatments, therapy as well as  

grocery stores and prescriptions. 
Volunteers are always needed.  
Volunteers are generally asked to 
help a morning or afternoon a 
month.           

              

           Call 484-294-7394 for further information. 

 

                       

January Volunteers 
AA MONITORS 

SUNDAYS EVENINGS AT 8 PM 
January 6– Barry Smith  

January 13– Joanne Conard 
January 20– Dick Barnett 

January 27– Shawn Pauley 
 

New Journey Soup Kitchen 
Friday, January 18, 2018 

Fran & Ray Himes,  
Barbara Terry, Pat Hite 

 

OPPORTUNITY HOUSE 
 Saturday, January 26, 2018 

Tina & Dan Royer 
Pat & Phil Hite 

Sheila & Dale Faust 
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Meal Makers Are  
Ready to Help 

One of the many programs of 
your Care Team is the  
provision of meals to those in 
need. Our Meal Makers  
volunteers are able to provide 
meals to individuals and families, 

after the birth of a baby, during and after an  
illness, while coping with the death of a family 
member and other circumstances where a home-
cooked meal would be a blessing. We follow up 
with families that Pastor is visiting, but there may 
be others who could use this caring service. If 
you, a family member, or a church friend could 
benefit from this service, just call the leader of 
the Meal Makers group, Sandy Miller at  
610-678-6814, to get a meal delivered. Don’t be 
afraid to ask, there 1 ½ dozen individuals who 
have volunteered to make meals for our mem-
bers in need. There is always something cookin’! 
 

                                       
Thank you from  to everyone 
who reached out while I was 
recovering from surgery and 
brought meals to the 
family.  It was greatly 
appreciated and I am deeply 
touched by everyone! 
Krystal Yoder 
 

Thanks  so very much to all the Carolers who 
visited me and sang and brought cookies. It was 
a wonderful thing and I really enjoyed! 
                                                Laura  Szymanski 
 

 
Monthly Envelope - Included 
with your offering envelope 
packet is one designated to offer 
financial support of various 
ministries. In the past the name 
on the envelope was Mission & 
Outreach. For 2019 we have 
changed the name to Outreach.  
The envelope has been 
renamed to better state its 
purpose 
 

 
 

Visitor Volunteers Update 

The care Team has reviewed 
and revised the guide for 

visiting our home care and 
recuperating members. If you 
volunteered to visit a member 

regularly, you will receive a copy of the guide along 
with an updated list of home care members with 
contact information. We are still looking for some 

volunteer visitors to match with home care members. 
Perhaps you already regularly reach out to someone 

on our list and we just don’t know it. Please let 
Doreen Moll (610-678-4829) know if you are 

interested in visiting or are already visit someone. 
Our guide includes a visitor card we would like 

visitors to turn in to the office so that we can make 
sure we are providing as much care as possible to 

our members.                                     

                                        The Care Team  

.   

People Without 

Partners  

Monthly Luncheon — 

monday, January 

21st @ 1PM at 

Austin’s Restaurant 
1101 Snyder Road 

West Lawn, PA 1909 

For more information, or a ride to the 
luncheon, please call  

Jeanette Minnich at (610) 678-1740. 

January 2019 

Monthly Outreach Envelope  

Share the Wealth, Lutheran  

Theological Seminary of Philadelphia. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Patricia Burkhart 
Taylor Weyman 

2 
Chaney 
Worcheck 
David Lehatto 
Michael T Dro-
beck 

3 
Blanche Miller 
Hanna Stam-
baugh 
Ted Kramer 
Timothy Riegel 

4 
Brian Miller 

5 

6 7 8 
Caitlyn Miller 
Lawrence Hensley 
Michelle 
Kerchner 
Vanessa Gajewski 

9 
Logan Bentz 

10 
Judith Smith 
Rochelle Stam-
baugh 

11 
Karol Rockwood 

12 
Jeffrey Bressler 
Tyler Reinoehl 

13 
Desiree Braun 
Elizabeth Long 
Rebecca Rock-
wood 

14 
Jennifer 
Schwambach 

15 
Russell Lis 

16 
William 
Aukamp 

17 
Jennifer Wey-
man 
Jeremy Shockey 

18 
Jean Miller 

19 

20 
Chase Steffey 
Nicholas Dro-
beck 

21 
Alan Mar-
quette 

22 
Ena Bieber 
James Lillis 

23 24 
Alex Peiffer 
Betty Sands 
Gary Triviets 

25 26 
Melissa Miller 

27 

Heather Riegel 

Logan Small 

28 

LeslieAnn 
Peers 

Vicki Stauffer 

29 30 

Kristin Ruth 

31     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 

Neil & Lisa 
Drebushenko 

9 10 

Eric & Karen 
Peiffer 

11 12 

       

       

       

  



The staff at St. John... 

Parish Office: 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 

Deacon Diana Pelletier,  Director of Children and  

                                        Youth Faith Formation  

Archie Ulshafer, Director of Music Ministries 

Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator 

Betty Epler, Finance Administrator 

Michele Brossman, Custodian 

Kevin Brossman, Custodian 

Dave Allen, Custodian 
 

Genesis Preschool: 
 

Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time 

Tracey Trout 

Jennifer Kovalchick 

Elaine Levkoff 

Jessica Musser 

Sue Nagle 

Tracy Reed  

Congregational Council: 

Justine Liptock, Care Team Council Representative 

Tim Fox, Serve Team Council Representative 

George Balchunas,  Learn Team Representative  

Chris Woronko Worship Team Council Representative 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor 
 

Congregational Officers: 

Jim Roth, President 

Peter Bonargo, Vice-President 

Russ Stirling, Treasurer 

Allen Fritz, Secretary 

We, at Saint John Evangelical Lutheran Church, are 

disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful 

people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to 

orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love 

God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind; 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor 

for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of 

heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved, 

welcomed and where all people matter to God.  In 

consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America, we are doing God Work with Our Hands. 

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,  
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.  

Phone: (610) 678-1088 

Fax: (610) 678-3484 

Website:  www.saintjohnss.com 

E-mail:  stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 

4125 Penn Avenue 

Sinking Spring, PA  19608 

Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

  

  

  

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com

