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    The staff at St. John… 
 

Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor:   
pastor@saintjohnss.com 
Deacon Diana Pelletier,   
Director of Children and Youth Faith Formation:  
deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 
Arlene Moll, Director of Music Ministries 
       music@saintjohnss.com 
Becky Ruth, Bell Choir Director  
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator:  
                              stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
Jane McClellan-Renner, Finance Administrator:  
                                      finance@saintjohnss.com 
Michele Brossman, Custodian 
Kevin Brossman, Custodian 
Barbi Connor-Genesis Preschool Administrative Director 
Jen Kovalchick- Genesis Preschool Director of Education 

genesispreschool@saintjohnss.com 
 
 

 

Congregational Council: 
President - Allen Fritz 

Vice President - Tim Fox 
Secretary - Rebecca Ruth 

                       Treasurer– Gary Triviets 
            Care Team Liaison– Georgianne Jones 

             Learn Team Liaison- George Balchunas 
                Serve Team Liaison - Deb Dietrich 

             Worship Team Liaison - Cathleen Sassaman  
 

          Congregational Team Leaders: 
           Deb Scheidt—Care Team 

            Danielle Hale—Learn Team 
          Dale Whitehead—Serve Team 

            Chris Woronko—Worship team 
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Contacts for Pastor Rich 
Mobile/Text Msg:  610-401-5602 
Email:  pastor@saintjohnss.com 

Find me on Facebook:  Rich Moore 
Find me on Twitter:  @LuthRevRich 

Dear Friends at Saint John’s, 
 
“Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here.’” Matthew 17:4a 
 
Each year, from one gospel reading or another, we hear the above line from Peter.  
It is from the gospel text assigned each year on the Transfiguration of Our Lord, 

which is always the Sunday before the start of Lent with Ash Wednesday in between.  Transfigura-
tion Sunday is February 19

th
.    

 
After the season of Christmas, celebrating the birth of Jesus, the season of Epiphany answers the 
fundamental question, Just who is Jesus?  Is he truly the Messiah, the Son of God?   Do I believe 
that?  Or, is he, as other religions believe, simply an extraordinary teacher, or healer.  “Who” Jesus 
is to us changes everything.  If I believe he is simply an extraordinary teacher or healer, then Jesus 
is still just a man—a great man, even a martyr, bust still just a man.  But, if I believe there is a God 
who created and still orchestrates the movement of time and the universe, and I believe this God 
loves me and longs to be revealed as such, and furthermore that this God can be fully recognized 
in the person of Jesus, then Jesus is no much more than just an extraordinary man.  Jesus is God.  
To believe that is to believe something that changes everything…transfigures it.   
 
And, if I believe that the almighty God of the universe can be fully recognized in the Jesus, and I 
have a moment ---a flash or hope, or an instance of unearned grace---that enables me to catch a 
glimpse of this truth and truly believe---even if for a moment.  Then, we might say as Peter did, 
“Lord, it is good for me to be here.”   Moments like that can change everything. 
 
As sinful human beings we are turned away from God and unable to come to Him. On our own we 
don’t even recognize Him. It takes the work of the Holy Spirit to open our eyes of faith and show us 
who Jesus is and what he means to us. This is why the season of Epiphany is so closely wrapped 
around the necessity to hear the call of discipleship.   
 
Discipleship is the journey of life we take as the Holy Spirit whispers into our hearts and soul beck-
oning us to follow Jesus.  The epiphany of our souls doesn’t happen apart from discipleship.  For 
Peter, this glimpse of confirmation within his mind and soul came after three years of following Je-
sus.  There were plenty of times when he doubted, wondered if Jesus was really the incarnate Son.  
The gospels record man of such times for us.  But, this moment, this transfiguration moment was 
one that changed his heart and mind.  Oh, he will still stumble in faith after this, but there on that 
mountain top that day, he knew it was good for him that he was there.  The same is true for us. 
 
Come and worship Him! Join us on Sunday mornings, or, if you cannot be with us, be sure to watch 
the livestream. You can now watch in three different places: our website, Youtube, as well as Face-
book.   And join us for Bible Study either on Sunday mornings, or Tuesday evenings. Volunteer 
some time to help in any of our ministries. Our Easter Egg fundraiser is a great opportunity to make 
friends and join in ministry, but if that doesn’t work for you just pick up an announcement sheet.  
There are always open spots that need to be filled with help.  Or, consider taking on the regular vis-
itation of one of our homebound folks.  Christ is revealed to us in and through discipleship, mo-
ments along the path of following Jesus when the Holy Spirit opens our eyes to truly see Him.   
 
May God open your eyes of faith to clearly see Jesus in the Word you study, or in the neighbor you 
serve or care for, or in an act of worship.  May you catch a glimpse of God’s transfiguring love for 
you in Jesus, such that you understand in your soul what Peter meant when he said, “Lord, it is 
good to be here.” 
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Rich 

mailto:pastor@saintjohnss.com
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Perspective 

[Carol Long shared this with me from Theresa Nicely’s Facebook page.] “Yesterday 
my daughter Grace was packing up to head back to her home after spending Christmas 
with me and she looked into my bedroom and said, “Do you do that everyday?” I re-
plied, “Do what everyday?” She said, “Make your bed and put all those pillows on 
there?” I said, “Yes I do.” 

“Why, she responded, you are the only one who see’s your bed?” 

“Oh dear I make my bed every morning because it’s a gift that I get to open at the end 
of everyday. A gift that not everyone has. So while I’m wrapping my bed in the morn-
ing and I’m unwrapping it at night I’m reminded of what a great blessing my bed really 

is in my life.” 

When we stop viewing what we have as little, insignificant or not enough, then we get to see what we do have 
as gifts we get to enjoy, great blessings in our lives and provision for our needs. 

I’m thankful for my bed.” 

Sometimes all it takes is a small shift in perspective to realize the ways we are blessed. In the darkness of win-
ter may we all find God’s light, love, and warmth in the smallest of blessings. 

Peace, Diana                        

Mark your Calendars 

Feb 5  Faith in Action 

Feb 7  Team Meetings 

Feb 22 Ash Wednesday 

Feb 25-26 Youth Group ~  

          Act 2Day 4Tomorrow  

     World Hunger Event 

Mar 5  Faith in Action 

Mar 26    Youth Group 

Apr 9  Easter Sunday 

Apr 23 Youth Group 

May 7  St. John’s & Genesis Carni-

val 

June 10-16 Youth Group Mission Trip  

   ~ Nashville, TN ~ 

July 10-14 STELLAR VBS 9-12 

17 youth and friends from St. John’s, Alle-
gheny, and Trinity in Reading came to-

gether for some laser tag fun on January 22. We enjoyed food 
and fellowship and then some safe and fun team competitions 
at the Laser Mill. 

 

Our next Stronger Together adventure will be an experiential 
event focusing on hunger. We plan to stay overnight at Trini-
ty Lutheran in Reading February 25-26th. We will      experi-
ence what hunger feels like by eating very little and learning 
about hunger in our community and around the world. We 
will also be collecting money to help support ELCA World 
hunger. 

More details to come. As always, friends are welcome! 
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Our children will spend the month of February learning about 
hunger in our area and across the globe.  

 
On Sundays during February they will be collecting your loose 

change to donate to local food ministries.  
 

Please come armed to share! 

We are continuing to collect 
soda and soup can tabs to help 
support the Ronald McDonald 
House of Philadelphia. Put 
them in the jar on the table 

outside the church office.  
Thank you! 

Comfy Corners in the Sanctuary 
We have two ‘soft spaces’ in the 

back  corners of the sanctuary with 
carpet, rocking chairs and quiet toys. 
We are inviting families with infants, 

toddlers, children, or even adults that need to 
move around more freely, or who needs some 

extra space, to stay in worship more comfortably. 
Please check out these spaces and invite folks to 

use them. 
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Are you a young person? Do you have children or 
youth living with you? Were you once a child or 
youth? Do you have ideas about sharing God’s love 
with children, youth and/or adults? Would you like 
to have your voice heard regarding safety proto-
cols? 
 
If you answered, “Yes” to any of the questions 
above PLEASE join the Learn Team in envisioning 
the future of Faith Formation at St. John’s. 
 

WHO: Everyone interested in Faith Formation           
                               @ St. John’s 
 
WHEN:     Tuesday, Feb 7th 6:30 pm 
 
WHERE:  Fellowship Hall 
 

All teams will gather together from 6:30-7 to  
discuss joint projects. 

June 10-16 
With no signs of slowing down, Nashville's 
exponential growth and rapid gentrification 
over the past decade has been steadily shift-
ing what made it unique in the first place: its 
communities and the historic neighborhoods that house them. 
Nashville abounds with opportunities to not only serve locally, but 
all over the world through our work with Soles4Souls. You will bless 

others through your work at food banks, refugee ministries, and congregation’s providing community for chil-
dren and youth in the summer.  
Of course, no trip to Nashville would be complete without enjoying live music and a stroll down iconic Broadway. 
Visit Centennial Park, explore The Parthenon, and tour the National Museum of African American Music - you’ll 
love exploring the heart and soul of Music City. 

*There is still time to register!! Please let me know ASAP if your youth is contemplating attending.* 
The week costs $400. A $50 deposit is required to hold your spot. Remaining balance due by March 19th.   

No youth will be turned away for financial reasons! Please see Deacon Diana for more                                               
information and to register.  

deacondiana@saintjohnss.com 315-729-3454 

8-12 Grade 

FEBRUARY 
 Outreach  
Envelope 

February 2023 

OUR Stewardship Team is still looking for volun-
teers. Our goal is simple – to encourage our 
church’s members to engage more fully in stew-
ardship, in all its forms and places. Our first meet-
ing will be Tuesday, January 31

st
 at 6:30 pm at the 

church. Please reach out to Deb Dietrich if you are 
interested in joining the team. In addition to relying on the Holy Spir-
it, we are leaning on a book to guide our work:  Giving to God: The 
Bible’s Good News about Leading a Generous Life, by Mark Allen 
Powell. If this is a topic that is tugging at your heart, but serving on 
the Stewardship Team isn’t possible, feel free to read along!  
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If you find the church mouse,  
please email or call Jodi at  

stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com 
or 610-678-1088. The first 

 person to contact  me with the 
 location of our mouse will get a  

little surprise!  
   

Good Luck!   
 

*I will only be contacting the winner  
 

Thanks for playing everyone! 

The Wilson Area Food Pantry 
will begin collecting food dona-
tions from our member church-

es. 
 

 We will collect on Wednesday,  
February 15th, and distribution will be on 

February 17th. 
The pantry needs donations of nonper-

ishable food items. The pantry especially 
needs 

 donations of: 
 

1. Peanut butter 

2. Canned fruits 

3. Canned vegetables 

4. Pasta sauce or tomato sauce 
Canned meats especially canned tuna 

 
We appreciate and thank everyone who  
supports us from the seven churches 
which we collect monthly donations of 

food and  
money to keep us going.  

 

Do you have tablet , computer, e-reader 
 or iPad?  

Did you know our church worship is available 
in electronic format? 

You could participate in our service using 
your device in place of a bulletin.  

(Potentially cutting costs!) 
Start on any given Sunday!  

Or bring your device to church and learn how 
to connect in this way! 
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Care team is requesting to be notified 
of graduating seniors from high 
school and where they are going for 
continued education, military, work 
etc. Care makes scarfs with the colors 
of the college, branch of the service or 

if not going on at this time and going to work, their 
favorite colors. The scarves will be made in those 
colors and blessed and given to the child around 
mid summer. Please notify Deacon Diana 315-729-
3454 or Deb Scheidt 610-468-5923 with the needed 
information. Thank you.  

 

Happy Holidays, Georgie, and thanks for all of your  
visits and cheer I wish it for you and St. John’s as well 
and thank everyone for the Christmas bag. Also, thank 

you to the children, Allyah & Endy for the big Snow-
man and colored Chrisms trees. Best og Health to all. 

Sincerely-Laura Szymanski 
 

A big “Thank you” to the members of St. John’s who 
contributed to the gift bags! And an extra bug ‘thank 
You” to the Care Team and especially Georgie Jones, 

The goodies and outreach are  
definitely appreciated as we deal with yet another 

medical issue. :( 
Merry Christmas to all!!  Karol & Jon Rockwood 

 

Many thanks to Georgianne for keeping in touch and 
to everyone at St. John’s who sent us cards and the 

goody bag. I well remember having my Sunday School 
Class decorating bag. We wish all of you a happy, 

healthy 2023, and may the Lord bless you and your 
loved ones!      Arthur & Joyce Dojan 

 

2023 pork & sauerkraut was a 
success! We even made the 
Reading Eagle! After 226 
pounds of pork, 120 pounds of 
homemade mashed potatoes, 12 
#10 cans of sauerkraut our 

profit was $1956. We couldn't have done it without 
all the help behind the scenes, prepping, baking, 
organizing. Thank you to all who donated your 
time, materials and who bought our dinners. Spe-
cial "thank you" to Tim Fox and Pete Bonargo who 
start the pork in the wee hours of the morning.  
 
 

Beat the winter blues by sharing in a 
potluck lunch with St. John's  

members on Sunday, February 12, 
2023 at 11 AM in the fellowship hall. 
All are invited. Please bring a dish to 
share that shows your ethnic back-
ground. Have fun, get creative. You 
may also share the recipe or a story 
about your ethnicity. In order to not 

have 5 dishes of the same thing, 
please call or text Deb Scheidt with 

what you plan to bring. 610-468-5923.  

The Care Team is asking for your help 
in sending Valentine's to the ‘Smiles 

We Miss’ group. A list of the of names 
and addresses can be found on the table 

in front of the church office. Thank 
you!  

Our First Christmas Candy Sale was a 
success. Thank you to everyone who 

made the candy and who bought it! We 
made $3002.68 

 
Thank you so much for your support!  

Flowers($54) and Bulletins($25)  
Sponsorships are available 

again. Please fill out the form 
which is on the table at the front 

door, and put it in  
Jodi’s mailbox. Thank you.  

 
Dates available for Flowers: 
ALL of February and March 

April 2, 9, 16 and 23 
 

Dates available for Bulletins: 
February 5, 12, 19 and 26 

 and March 19 and 26 
April 2, 9, 16 and 23  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

2 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 

3 
Church Office is 

Closed 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

4 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

5 
Thrivent Workshop immediately follow-

ing Service in the Fellowship Hall 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

6 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

7 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 
6:00pm Team Meet-

ings 

8 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Newsletter Articles 

Due Today 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
6:30pm Property 

Committee Meeting 

9 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 

10 
Church Office is 

Closed 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

11 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

12 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
10:00am Pot Luck Lunch immediately 

following church service 
4:00pm Troop 456 in Community Room 

and Adult SS Room 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

13 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

14 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 
6:30pm Executive 

Committee Meeting 
6:30pm Woman's Club 

Of Spring Township-

Festival of the Arts 

15 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

16 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 
2:00pm Food Pantry 

Setup 

17 
Church Office is 

Closed 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
10:00am Soup Kitchen 
2:30pm Food Pantry 

Distribution 

18 
hold for party 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

19 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

20 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Church Office is 

CLOSED today 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

21 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 
6:00pm Church Coun-

cil 

22 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Newsletter Assembly 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

23 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 

24 
Church Office is 

Closed 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

25 
30 Hour Famine Lock-

in 
Opportunity House 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

26 
30 Hour Famine Lock-in 
Annual Congregational Meeting TO-

DAY 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 
9:00am Worship Service in the Sanctu-

ary and Livestreamed 
8:00pm AA/Alanon Meeting 

27 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am VBS 

28 
Bulletin announce-

ments due by Noon 
Church Office Hours 

9AM-2PM 
Youth Mission Trip 
9:00am Pastor Rich on 

Facebook and Website 

with Devotions 
9:00am VBS 

        

1  Krysta Reber 
 

2  Deborah Dietrich 
 

3  Avari Blanchard 
 

4 Cynthia Willard 
    Evan Gajewski 
   Kimberly Armpriester 
 

5. Abigail Wurster 
    Dan Royer 
    Renee Himmelberger 
 
7 Daniel Ulrich 
   Jared Lutz 
   Nancy Schatz 

 

8  Alicia Brossman 
 

9  Harry Bohn, Jr 
 

10 Claudette Noecker 
                      Peggy Columbus 
 

12 Carol Gromis 
     Evie Stepp 
     Jeff Pelletier 
     Karen Pelletier 
     Shawn Heffner 
 

13 Patsy Pierce 
14 Thomas Hendel 
15 Daved Kurtz 
       George Balchunas 
 
16 Brett Miller 
 
 
 
 

 

17 Spencer Rosenmerkel 
 
 

18 Darcie Saar 
     Fran himes 
 

20 Andrew jones 
Cathy Sassaman 
Evelyn Swalm 
Joshua Hudzik 
 

21 Sarah Woronko 
 

22 Amber Blanchard 
 

25 Dona  Ziska 
 

26 Curtis Weller 
 Danielk Allen 
 

28 Randy Heffner 
 


