
 

 

Dear Saint John’s members and friends, 

 

As our congregational leaders began to address the difficult decisions regarding when and how 

to gather again for in-person worship we consulted resources such as the ELCA guidelinesi, CDC 

guidelinesii, as well as PA state guidelines.iii  As our discussions continued, at the same time, our 

state moved through Governor Wolfe’s phases of re-opening PA businesses from Red to Yellow 

to Green, then a step back to a conditional Green.  At this writing, our governor’s 

recommendation is to limit mass indoor gatherings to less than twenty-five people.  Additionally, 

it is recommended that anyone travelling from a specific list of states self-quarantine for 14 

days.iv  Though churches are considered exempt from our state’s policies, guidelines and 

recommendations it is our position that our Lord’s call to defend the safety and health of our 

church’s members and friends by mitigating risk of spreading the COVID-19 virus supersedes this 

exemption.  Additionally, in July a more comprehensive document was released by our national 

church and has served as an additional guide to our deliberations.  It is titled Resuming Care-

Filled Worship and Sacramental Life During a Pandemic, and we recommend that you read our 

congregation’s policy alongside it.v  It may be downloaded using the link in the endnotes, a link 

on our church website, or pick up a hard-copy at the church office.   

 

Please note that this is not a hard-fast policy of our church and is viewed as a temporary measure 

aimed solely at enabling a return to in-person worship.  Sunday School, Children’s Chapel, Youth 

Ministries, Adult Bible Studies, and Fellowship are all Sunday morning ministries that will be given 

consideration after this first phase of re-entry is satisfied.  To that end, these expectations are a 

set of good practices recommended for reducing our risk level of contracting the COVID-19 virus 

through contact with one another during worship.  While risk cannot be eliminated, the aim of 

reducing the level of risk for our community and for guests is our primary goal.  

 

In Christ’s service together, 

The Executive Committee 

 

Pete Bonargo Allen Fritz Alycia Adams Russ Stirling Rev. Rich Moore 

President  Vice President  Secretary  Treasurer           Pastor 

       

Peter J. Bonargo IV            Alycia Adams  Russ Stirling
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Expectations for in-person worship during a pandemic 

  

Part 1: General Expectations 
• Two in-person worship services are anticipated that will maintain the existing times established 

by the livestream worship and the Parking Lot Church; 9AM and 11AM. 

• Live-Streaming worship services will continue indefinitely at 9AM and will be added to our 
church website to enable folks who do not have a Facebook account.  This is to continue to 
provide a worship opportunity for those who cannot attend in-person worship due to these 
expectations, or to give those who would prefer the virtual worship setting over the option to 
gather in-person.  We have come to acknowledge that a virtual worshipping community, while 
not ideal, is still a credible community.  Therefore, we recognize this new virtual community of 
faith as a valuable component in our mission together of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ.    

• Each person is asked to assess their health prior to arriving at church.  If you or someone in your 
house is feeling ill, have a slight fever, believe you may have been exposed to COVID-19 within 
the past two weeks, have traveled to a place that is listed as a high risk “hot spot” area and have 
not completed a recommended quarantine, have a compromised immune system, or are at high 
risk of exposing others, please stay home. 

  

Part 2: Physical Building and Grounds 
• The sanctuary pews, door handles, and the bathrooms on the church office level will be cleaned 

and sanitized prior to Sunday and again between the 9AM and 11AM services.  

• Hymnals, pew cards, and any other objects that may become surfaces of contact will be 
removed from the sanctuary.   

• The Nursery areas; Children chapel room, and the two areas in the back of the church will be 
considered closed.   

• There will be a well-marked entry and exit to the sanctuary. Entry will be by way of the office 
doors, then down the hallway and into the sanctuary on the east side (organ side). The exit will 
be through the west door and up the ramp. An exception to this is for those who are challenged 
in mobility. They will be permitted to use the west door for both entry and exit. Entry/Exit by 
Penn Ave will not be permissible. 

• Bathrooms on the office level will be made single use by adding a lock to each door that also 
indicates that the bathroom is in use or open.   

• All other areas of the church will be closed.    

• The circulation of fresh air into the sanctuary by opening the windows and turning off the air 
conditioning system will be done when practicable. 

 

Part 3: Personal Hygiene and Physical Distancing 
• Masks will be worn at all times within the church building.   

• The desire to socialize with others is normal and will be a strong urge, especially after being 
apart for so long.  Please refrain from getting up out of your seat, greeting with any form of 
physical contact.  When engaging in a conversation, please wear a mask, stay six feet apart, and 
keep it very brief.   

• Hand sanitizer will be made available at the entrance of the building, at the entrance of the 
sanctuary and in the restrooms. 

• Proper social distancing reduces our attendance capacity to no more than 75/worship service, 
subject to government guidelines.  This number is a rough estimate because families may sit 
together.  Alternating pews will be closed.  Sections of the available pews will be marked with 
green masking tape to identify areas of “safe seating”.   A family of four to five may take up one 
green section, or a couple may sit at one end of a green section with another single or couple at 
the other end.  Ushers will need to escort people to their seats to avoid confusion.   
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• Ushers will be needed to dismiss people at the end of the service and guide them to the proper 

exit pathway to ensure that social distancing is maintained.   

• Attendance will be recorded to ensure timely warnings to self-quarantine, if an infection arises within 

our congregation.  

• Temperatures will be taken with a non-contact thermometer to ensure that all in attendance do not 

have a fever. 

Part 4: Speaking, Singing and Instruments in Worship 

• Singing together, even from a distance, is one of the riskiest behaviors due to the spread of 
aerosol and droplets that can carry the virus a significant distance and remain suspended in the 
air. A cloth mask is unlikely to protect you or your neighbor. For more about communal singing 
at this time, see a webinar offered by the National Association of Teachers of Singing and 
others.vi  Congregational singing will be suspended at this time. 

• We will not be able to have a full choir. However, it may be possible to properly social distance 
3-4 vocalists who could sing for the benefit of the congregation.  Singers need not wear masks if 
they are over six feet away from the congregation. 

• Similar caution applies to unison speaking, such as reciting the Lord’s Prayer and other 
communal speech.  Congregational responses will be reduced to a few words at most, such as 
“Amen”, or “and also with you.” 

• Like singing, playing a wind instrument initiates a spread of aerosol and droplets and poses a 
strong risk of infection.  While we have had the pleasure from time to time of enjoying the 
contributions from volunteer musicians, we will not be able to permit wind instruments while 
these guidelines are in effect. 

 

 
Part 5: Worship Leadership 

• The partnered leadership that Deacon Diana and Pastor Rich have developed in the livestream 
services and the Parking Lot Church has been received as a benefit to the overall experience of 
worship.  This style of leadership will be continued with attention to feedback while this policy is 
in effect.   

• Worship leaders may not need to wear masks if they are over six feet away.   

• Leaders will refrain from greeting the congregation before or after the worship service.  
 

Part 6: Offering 

• Offering plates or baskets will not be passed around the assembly, and there will be no formal 
presentation of gifts during the worship service.   

• An offering box will be placed near both the entrance and the exit of the sanctuary.  Those 
wishing to make an offering while at the building on the day of the worship service will be 
encouraged to deposit an envelope in one of the offering boxes.   

• Offerings will continue to be received by dropping off in the church mailbox, or by mailing 
offerings directly to the church. 

• Online giving or “Simply Giving” is the best and simplest method and is strongly encouraged. 
This can be set up with a phone call to the church office, or by utilizing the online form available 
at our church website.   

 

Part 7: Holy Communion 

• Those preparing and serving communion will sanitize their hands immediately before 
distributing communion; doing so in view of the congregation may help in reducing anxiety. 

• We will refrain from kneeling or standing close together at the communion rail or in a line. 

• The use of pre-filled juice and wafer cups that are distributed with minimal contact may be the 
safest and most effective means of communion while under this policy.   
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Part 8: Holy Baptism 

• The baptismal font will be kept empty of water.  When filled for a baptism the practice of 
remembering your baptism by touching the water will be discouraged.    

• In the event of a baptism, the font will be sanitized and fill with fresh water.  
 

Suggestions and Links to Other Resources 
• ELCA.org/PublicHealth: Resources to help leaders and members stay connected and resilient 

during COVID-19. https://www.elca.org/PublicHealth 

• “Returning to Church”: The Wisconsin Council of Churches offers helpful guidance. 
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/ Other information is available at 
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/03/11/coronavirus. 

• For more on congregational singing, see the website for the National Association of Teachers of 
Singing, https://www.nats.org. 

• Consult the following national and state resources: 
o “Coronavirus (COVID-19),” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/. 
o  “Guidelines: Opening Up America Again,” 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/. 
o Pennsylvania Department of Health: 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx 
 

 

i “Resources for Returning to In-Person Worship: Being Church Together During the COVID-19 Pandemic,” ELCA, 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Returning_to_In-
person_Worship.pdf?_ga=2.39754080.293422390.1592404282-193951449.1584120873 
 
ii “Community and Faith-Based Organizations: Plan, Prepare, and Respond,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html. 
 
iii “Responding to COVID-19 in Pennsylvania:” https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/ 
iv “COVID-19 Information for Travelers:” https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx 
v “Resuming Care-Filled Worship and Sacramental Life During a Pandemic”: 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Resuming_Care-filled_Worship_and_Sacramental_Life.pdf 
vi “A Conversation: What Do Science and Data Say About the Near Term Future of Singing,” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFl3GsVzj6Q&t=1574s, and “Church Music in the Age of COVID-19,” Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, https://www.wichurches.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Returning-to-ChurchChurch-Music-final.pdf. 
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