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Dear Saint John’s,
What does it mean to be evangelical?
Answer: It’s like Christmas! Now, let me explain.
Imagine what would happen to the Christmas story if that
whole part about the angels and the shepherds was
omitted. “A nd she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there
was no place for them in the inn. ”That’s it! That’s all there would be
without the angels who tell the shepherds, and without the shepherds
who tell others. That’s evangelism!
Simply put, evangelism is nothing more than sharing the good news of
Jesus Christ. It is bringing hope to the hopeless, peace to those in fear,
etc. Contrary to a common misunderstanding evangelism is not for the
purpose of recruiting new members, and it is not a church program or
advertising campaign to sell our church to the community. It is,
however, a responsibility of all followers of Jesus to welcome others to
join us in ministry. Not because we need more members to help pay the
bills of the church, but because we, like the shepherds, have seen the
face of Jesus in the many acts of mercy, justice and love that make up
the variety of ministries in our church.
Evangelism is also not something we do with an expectation of growing
our church, although growth is indeed a blessing when we evangelize.
Still, evangelism should never be bound with an expectation of a quid
pro quo. We share the good news of Jesus Christ because in doing so,
we are helping others, or we are improving our community, or we
provide a word of much needed grace for someone in grief or shame,
etc. We should never evangelize with an expectation of getting
something in return, whether it be growth in the numbers of our church,
or anything else. We evangelize simply because it is the right thing to
do in response to the needs of those whom God puts in our life. The
easiest way to be evangelical is just to invite a friend to join you for
church. But, you can also just offer to pray for someone, or you can
visit someone who is sick or lonely, possibly bring them a meal.
Virtually any expression of Christian faith for the sake of someone else
is going to share the gospel.
There’s a reason the name of our church is “Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church”, and it’s not because we adhere to a fundamentalist
view of the Bible, practice believers’ baptism, or share values with a
particular right-leaning political party. It’s because evangelism is
literally our identity as Lutheran Christians and the purpose for
everything we do together. We are like the shepherds in the Christmas
story. Angels in our lives and in our church have made Jesus known to
us. This is our story. When we share it, “all who hear it will be
amazed.”
So, this Christmas be evangelical, share the good news of Jesus.
Merry Christmas!
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In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the
Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for
all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly
host, praising
God
and
saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!’
When the angels had left them and gone
into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to
us.’ So they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen,
as it had been told them.
Luke 2:8-20

Unto us a child is born…
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6
I have often wondered why God chose to enter the world in the form of a baby.
After all, babies are helpless and needy. Anyone who has ever been around a baby knows
that while they can be adorable and cuddly they are also loud, messy and, often times they
try our patience. They force us to rearrange our lives to accommodate their needs. So, why
would God choose to be a baby?
In learning and teaching about Jesus, I find it comforting and helpful to know that God has experienced all of
the life stages that I have. I know that not only am I made in God’s image but that God intimately understands what my life is like, the joys, the sorrows and everything in between. I can relate to Jesus like a friend
because, like my closest friends, Jesus can be with me in everything I am going through everyday.
We all have moments of crankiness and neediness, moments that perhaps we are not proud of. It is wonderfully good news that we are created and loved by a God who knows how those moments feel. May the birth
of Jesus be a reminder to us all that God chooses us, and knows us, everyday of our live!
peace,
Faith Journeys Adult
Faith Formation
Will be discussing, "The Purpose of Christmas" by
Rick Warren on December 2, 9 and 16.

deacondiana@saintjohnss.com

Please join us for our 5PM

Family Christmas Eve Service
Please contact
ii Deacon Diana @
deacondiana@saintjohnss.com
if your child would like to participate
in the service.

December 2nd
December 16th
December 21st
December 24th
January 6th
January 18th
January 27th

December Cat Class Schedule
1st Sunday

Mark Your Calendars
Cat Class Youth Group 6-8pm
Christmas Caroling
Third Fridays Youth Group 6-8pm
5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service
Cat Class Youth Group 6-8pm
Third Fridays Youth Group 6-8pm
Acolyte Training 9:15am

Acolyte Training

Catechism in Youth room

2nd Sunday

Bible with George and Larry

3rd Sunday

Bible with George and Larry

4th Sunday

Faith in Action - Youth Room

Third Fridays
each month, 6-8 PM

Have you ever wanted to
be an acolyte? Or learn
more about what the
acolyte does and why?
Join Pastor Rich in the
sanctuary on Jan 27th at
9:15am to learn more.

For ages 4
through Grade 6
Dec 21st Theme:
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

No commitment required.
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Outreach & Group Building
Cardboard Village Sleep Out
On October 26th three of our youth
set out to brave the cold and rain
along with about 40 other area 712 graders and their adult advisers.
While they ended up sleeping inside
at Immanuel United Church of Christ
in Shillington they still accomplished
the goal of gaining a greater
awareness of what homelessness looks
like and how we can respond as
individuals and community. They
raised over $1000 for programs that
serve teenagers who find themselves
without a reliable place to call
“home”.
Many thanks to Larry Jones for
staying the night!!

A Drop of Hope raised over
$450 on 11/11 thanks to your
support!! It is still possible to
purchase an aluminum water
bottle for only $5 by calling
the church office or by
contacting Deacon Diana.
Sunday School Offering
In the months of
December and January
our children’s Sunday
School classes will be
collecting offering to be
used to support
Opportunity House.

Cherry Crest Corn Maze Cat Class
Adventure—11/3/2018

Grocery Shopping for the Food Pantry
Sunday, 11/18 a group of young people ventured to
the Grocery Outlet Bargain Market in Shillington to buy
food for our food pantry from monies collected in Sunday School. With $92 they were able to buy cart loads
of non-perishable food items to help people in need.
The Sunday School group will donate approx. $90 cash
to the food pantry so they can purchase perishable
food from the food bank.
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Wow! I must say, the start of my music
ministry at St. John's has been quite full of
just about everything I could have imagined
and not imagined. I first must say thanks to
everyone for all your love and support for
my time dealing with two family members
suddenly passing within the first few weeks
of my time with you. Everyone instantly
supported me in a very difficult time. While I
have always played and sang for many occasions, I have
never had to play and sing for a family member and it is not
easy, let alone two of them within 6 days of each other. It
was very, very difficult but with this church's love and
support the daunting task was much easier knowing you
were all praying and doing so much for me. St John's
knows how to care and I have no doubt that many people
have felt the warmth and love that you all have to give.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

What a wonderful time of the year to spend with such a
Christ centered congregation. It is truly a privilege and joy to
be with you this year. I pray for a Wonderful Holiday season
for all you and your families and friends as we celebrate the
birth of baby Jesus and then ring in a New Year. I look
forward to 2019 and all the wonderful times it will bring with
it.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
In Christ,
Archie

email: music@saintjohnss.com

Christmas Eve:
Instrumentalists and or special
music: We have 3 wonderful
Christmas Eve Services coming up
and since I am new to the church I
need to hear from those interested in
participating with instruments and or
special music appropriate for the
services.
Please contact me at music@saintjohnss.com and let
me know so we can plan for your participation on
Christmas Eve. Archie

I have been trying many different ideas during worship over
the past two months and I must say all the feedback has
been positive. Every time I thought I had pushed the
envelope way open, you have been the ones that have
blown me away. I will keep challenging us to try new things
and welcome your feedback. I truly believe in a joyous
worship service.
It is so hard to believe that Thanksgiving as been here and
gone and now we move into Advent and Christmas! Were
has the time gone? As an adult I find myself asking, "Don't
we have another three months before Christmas ? " for it
seems that there is never enough time to make all the
preparations. I can still remember being a kid and it seems
as though December 24th felt like forever to get here but
now I feel like I always need more time. How does that
happen? In the bulletins we have placed a number of
announcements on the formation of a youth choir for
Christmas Eve and I am also looking for instrumentalists
and or special music for the Christmas Eve services.
Please feel free to contact me at music@saintjohnss.com
or Diana and let us know if your child(ren) are interested in
participating so we can quickly get rehearsal times setup
with them. We will also be going Christmas Caroling this
year on December 16th, with the times and details to be
released as soon as we have everything setup. This year,
we will be going together on a bus! Klein Transportation
has donated us with the use of a school bus for our
caroling adventure and guess what, I will be your driver. I
have done this in the past and it is such a fun time with
everyone together on the bus and I have gotten us singing
even on
the bus!

Christmas Eve Youth Choir:
Diana and I are reaching out to the
youth to put together a youth choir
for the children's' Christmas eve
service. Please let myself or Diana
know if your child would like to participate this year so
we can find a time to start rehearsing with the children.
Archie
Christmas Caroling: This year we
will be doing caroling, it will be on
December 16th, time and details to be
released as soon as we can. One
thing I can tell you is that we will be
going as a group on a bus! Yes a
caroling bus that Klein Transportation
has donated the use of for our caroling
needs. Of course Archie will be driving us to our
destinations to provide this wonderful time together
with our shut ins but we will all be together and maybe
he will get us to sing on the bus too!! :) I have done this
in the past and it has always been a really fun time and
then back to the church for some hot chocolate and
cookies!!!

I absolutely love when I can combine both my occupations
and get us all together for a wonderful Caroling ministry to
our shut-ins so that we can spend some time with them for
the holidays. Then we will return back to the church for
some hot chocolate and Christmas cookies. Watch for
details and see you onboard!
Continued...
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Offering Envelopes – Please note that we are changing to a new vendor for our
offering envelopes. Instead of having to pick up a book full of envelopes once a
year, envelopes will be mailed to members before the start of each quarter.
Those who use the Simply Giving system, will receive only the “Special”
envelopes for Outreach, Maintenance & Repair, Youth, Holidays, etc. Others will
receive a full pack. For this reason, it is more important than ever that we have
your correct address on file. If you do not receive envelopes mailed to you by the
last week in December, please contact Betty in our church office to verify your
address.
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Soup Kitchen
138 South 6th Street
Reading, PA
Christmas Cheer Bags
For our members whose smiles we miss
By December 2nd, please bring your donations and
Christmas cards.
Donations are packaged items like crackers, cakes and
cookies, also toiletries, packaged Kleenex and small
Christmas items
For personalized Christmas cards, please pick up a
member listing in the sanctuary
By December 2nd, please deposit donations in the
Christmas bag and cards in the basket in the office
The Care Team will prepare the bags by December 9th
and they will be ready for the congregation to pickup for
delivery to our members.
Thank you for your generosity and caring for our
members whose smiles we miss
Your Care Team

Pet Ministry
Thanks for all your donations as
the shelters and rescues are in
constant need of items.
**Please note that plastic containers are no
longer needed and the Wish List is posted for
current appreciated donations.

We are blessed to have a working
library for adults and children which
are full of new releases, classic novels, inspirational materials, DVDs
and much more. Feel free to check
out both libraries and borrow books
for your reading pleasure. We currently have many outstanding books from the library. Please take a moment
to check the bookshelves in your home, on your
nightstand and your personal reading nook for any
books belonging to St. John library and promptly return
them to either library for others to enjoy.
Many thanks for your assistance!

On the third Friday of each month,
excluding July and August, the members of
St John serve lunch to around 120 to 150
needy people in our community at the New
Journey Community Outreach Soup
Kitchen.

We arrive at the Soup Kitchen at 10:00 AM.
All the food is there and we assemble the
lunches, including making sandwiches,
putting fruit in bowls, slicing desserts and
preparing trays.
From 11:30 to 12:30, we serve the
assembled trays with a bowl of hot soup
and drink. This lunch may be the only meal
that the people have in a day and they are
most grateful for the meal and for our
service.
We enjoy the fellowship with the members
of St John and with the people we serve.
Each St John volunteer serves about 2-3
times a year at the Soup Kitchen and we
encourage car pooling among our members.
Please consider serving and contact Sandy
Myskowski, Dale Whitehead or
Jodi at church.
Come and join us
When the new team structure was
implemented it was
announced that everyone is invited
to attend team meetings without having to make
a commitment to join the team or attend every
month. We are interested in your
constructive ideas and opinions. The teams value
everyone’s ideas and opinions and want to make
sure that we speak for the
entire congregation.
The team meeting dates and times are
announced in the monthly newsletter and the
weekly bulletin. Please join us.

Bingo Ministry
St. John supports a ministry reaching out to the residents of Manor Care in Sinking
Spring. The first Monday of each month, volunteers meet to share some
fellowship while playing bingo. The bingo players look forward to being able to
play the game, and of course, win. The volunteers have an opportunity to interact
with residents who may have no other visitors. If interested, please contact Dale
Whitehead at (610) 670-0335 or by email at dnbwhitehead@comcast.net.
We are also in need of prizes. Bingo prizes consist of: individual packs of cookies and chips; candy, especially Hershey bars; hand cream, Chap stick, deodorant, soap, tissues, puzzle books,
socks and used purses. There is a collection station in the parlor for your contributions. Thank you
for being so generous over the years. We appreciate it very much.
Thank you to everyone for their continued support for our veterans with
your donations. We would like to do a
coat and winter apparel collection for
our vets which would include socks,
gloves, hats, warm shoes/boots, and
blankets. If you are cleaning out your
closets and buying new blankets or
other warm bedding or updating your own winter coat,
please consider placing your unwanted items in the
“Veterans Making a Difference” bin in the parlor. We
have also been informed that “pup” tents can be
used for vets living on the streets. We will be doing
our collection on a continued basis and any questions
can be directed to Dale Whitehead.

We always welcome new volunteers and thank
everyone who has volunteers now. Please check
with Judy Romberger for assignment.
At our September pantry distribution, we served 96
families totaling 419 people with 58 volunteers. A
great big thank you to all our volunteers; we need
as much help as we can get to serve that
many families in 3 hours.

Gift Basket Auction
February 23, 2019
While the Auction is still a while
off, we need to start planning
already!
This year we are looking to form
committees to help
organize the event to help us
continue to make the
Auction bigger and better! Some of the committees we are looking to form are:
Food, canvassing, set up, tear down,
basket creation, marketing, children
activities and decor.
If you are interested in joining any of these
committees or would like
additional
information on the committees please
contact: Krystal Yoder
484-336-8486/kyoderdesigns@gmail.com

Give back to humanity.
Become a Red Cross Volunteer!
Our volunteers touch lives every day.
You will find it to be a rewarding experience – for yourself and the grateful people you will be helping. There are many
opportunities and you navigate your own
path depending on your interests, skills and availability. From helping before, during or after a disaster
(locally or nationally) to supporting nearby blood
drives, or teaching disaster preparedness education to
our youth, you will change lives. And maybe find your
own life changed in the process.

This month the pantry is short of most everything,
but especially of Canned vegetables, Canned fruits,
Boxed Mac and Cheese, Canned chicken, Pancake
and cake mixes.
We can use all donated non-perishables. We thank
everyone who supports us.
Next pantry setup date is:
Autographed
Steelers items ·
Thursday, December 20th at 10AM
Reading
Phils Tickets
withFightin
food distribution
on
Friday,
December
21st at Jewelry
2:30 PM. ·
Lularoe
items
· Paparazzi

Plus, you will meet great people along the way. Please
call or email Ann Borysowski, Red Cross Volunteer
Services who can answer all your questions and help
get you started. Please call her at 215-384-7191 or
email ann.borysowski@redcross.org today.
Thank you.

and More!

8

December Altar Flowers Sponsors

DecemberVolunteers

December 2– Gerry Kreider
December 9– Diane & David Lehatt
December 16– Jeanette Minnich
& Family
December 23– Annie Johnson
December 30– Joyce Noecker

AA MONITORS
SUNDAYS EVENINGS AT 8 PM
December 2– Shawn Pauley
December 9– Dick Barnett
December 16– Joanne Conard
December 23– Barry Smith
December 30– Carol Heckman

Please note: On a day when flowers are not
sponsored, there will not be a fresh
arrangement for that week.
Bulletin Sponsors
December 2– Lisa & Neil Dresbushenko
December 9– Lisa & Neil Dresbushenko
December 16– Joan & Larry Kline
December 23– Lisa & Neil Dresbushenko
December 30– OPEN

New Journey Soup Kitchen
Friday, December 21, 2018
Fran & Ray Himes,
Sandy Myskowski, Carol Heckman and
Sheila Faust

Sponsorship cost: $40 Altar Flowers,
$25 Bulletin. Invoices mailed out the week
following your sponsorship.

OPPORTUNITY HOUSE
Saturday, December 22, 2018
Tina & Dan Royer, Sherrie & David Cook,
Janice Jones, Carol Heckman and
Sandy Myskowski

Render Save-a-Tape program is simple:
bring your receipts to the Church Office
and St. John will
receive 1% of each bill. You need to use
your Redner card in order for the
church to Receive the 1%.
Thank you so much!!!
Altar Guild — September –December
Communion and Linens
Linda Yanchocik (Ch)
Heather Riegel

Western Berks Shepherding –
This ministry provides
transportation to people in need.
The transportation is provided for
medical appointments, testing,
treatments, therapy as well as
grocery stores and prescriptions.
Volunteers are always needed.
Volunteers are generally asked to
help a morning or afternoon a

Flowers and Candles
Dona Ziska (Ch)
Peggy Columbus
Vicki Stauffer
Paraments
Joyce Aukamp (Ch)
Marcia Biehl
Deb Dietrich

month.
Call 484-294-7394 for further information.
5

People Without
Partners
Monthly
Luncheon —

Ringing Bells We have an
opportunity to
make the residents
of Wernersville
State Hospital and Manor Care Nursing
Home that do not have families have a happier
Holiday. A tree has been placed outside the office.
Bells with the member’s request will be placed on
the tree. Gifts for Manor Care can be wrapped but
please do not wrap gifts for Wernersville State
Hospital residents. We thank everyone for the
support in making the Holiday’s brighter
for these residents.

TUESDAY,
December 18th
@ 1PM at
Wyomissing Family Restaurant
For more information, or a ride to the
luncheon, please call
Jeanette Minnich at (610) 678-1740.

Meal Makers Are Ready to
Monthly Envelope - Included
Help
with your offering envelope
One of the many programs of
packet is one designated to
your Care Team is the
offer financial support of various
ministries. In the past the name
provision of meals to those in
on the envelope was Mission &
need. Our Meal Makers
Outreach. For 2019 we have
volunteers are able to
changed the name to Outreach.
provide meals to individuals and
The envelope has been
families, after the birth of a baby, during and after
renamed to better state its
an illness, while coping with the death of a family
purpose

member and other circumstances where a homecooked meal would be a blessing. We follow up
with families that Pastor is visiting, but there may
be others who could use this caring service. If
you, a family member, or a church friend could
benefit from this service, just call the leader of
the Meal Makers group, Sandy Miller at
610-678-6814, to get a meal delivered. Don’t be
afraid to ask, there 1 ½ dozen individuals who
have volunteered to make meals for our members in need. There is always something cookin’!

Visitor Volunteers Update
The care Team has
reviewed and revised the
guide for visiting our home
care and recuperating
members. If you volunteered to visit a member
regularly, you will receive a copy of the guide along
with an updated list of home care members with
contact information. We are still looking for some
volunteer visitors to match with home care members.
Perhaps you already regularly reach out to someone
on our list and we just don’t know it. Please let
Doreen Moll (610-678-4829) know if you are
interested in visiting or are already visit someone.
Our guide includes a visitor card we would like
visitors to turn in to the office so that we can make
sure we are providing as much care as possible to
our members.
The Care Team

December 2018
Monthly Outreach Envelope
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Aspen Cadmus
Brian Gromis
Caroline Riegel
Daniel Witman
Lisa Hollinger
Patrick Velekei
Sean Hunter

2
Joyce Aukamp
Shirley Loy

3

4
Robert Ruth
Rod Rentschler
William Miller

5
Daniel Elliott
James Riegel
Kathleen Miller
Kyle Drobeck
Nathan Allbert
Scott Brower

6
Linda Braun

7
Darlene Hastings
Lily Cuccaro

8
Aidan Hunter
Glenn Rohrbach
Lauren McDonald

9

10
David Huyett

11
Mike Stambaugh

12
Dane Kragness
Evelyn Trexler
Sherrie Cook

13

14
Jeff Bieber
Nicole Kutz
Sarah Riegel

15
Valerie Miller

16
Janice Jones
Tiffany Bentz

17
Gretchen Karr
Jason Schwambach
Kelley Noecker
Rudy Visser
Sandra Gulko

18
Eric Jones
Nancy Stoudt

19
Griffin Saar
Hadley Weiler
James Mensch
Olivia Long
Thomas Wiest

20
Sean Moyer III

21

22

23
Erica Behle

24

25
Heather Foreman
Paul Covach

26

27

28
Kerry Pauley

29
Dalton Bixler
Richard Bentz

30
Kelsey Worcheck

31
Jay Winkleman

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9
16

23

10
17

24

11
18

12
19

13
20

14
21

Terry & Sylvia
Pearson
15
22

25

Rod & Carol
Rentschler
26

Greg & Anne
Klein
27

28

29

Lynwood &
Marie Meinig
30

31
David & Betty
Sands
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We, at Saint John Evangelical Lutheran Church, are
disciples of Jesus Christ; a community of faithful
people who, by God’s gift of grace alone, are free to
orient our lives around Jesus’ commandment to love
God with all our heart, all our soul, and all our mind;
and to love our neighbors as ourselves.

4125 Penn Avenue
Sinking Spring, PA 19608
Phone: (610) 678-1088
Fax: (610) 678-3484
Website: www.saintjohnss.com
E-mail: stjohnsec@saintjohnss.com

Centered on God’s love for all people we endeavor
for our church to be a glimpse of the kingdom of
heaven where imperfect people are perfectly loved,
welcomed and where all people matter to God. In
consort with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, we are doing God Work with Our Hands.

Marked with the Cross of Christ forever,
We are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of the world.

The staff at St. John...
Parish Office:
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Deacon Diana Pelletier, Director of Children and
Youth Faith Formation
Archie Ulshafer, Director of Music Ministries
Jodi Avanzato, Office Administrator
Betty Epler, Finance Administrator
Michele Brossman, Custodian
Kevin Brossman, Custodian
Dave Allen, Custodian
Genesis Preschool:
Karen Peiffer, Director-Genesis Preschool/Toddler Time
Tracey Trout
Jennifer Kovalchick
Elaine Levkoff
Jessica Musser
Sue Nagle
Tracy Reed
Kim Swartz
Mary Ann Weiherer
Betsy Wright
Contacts for Pastor Rich
Mobile/Text Msg: 610-401-5602
Email: pastor@saintjohnss.com
Find me on Facebook: Rich Moore
Find me on Twitter: @LuthRevRich

Congregational Council:
Justine Liptock, Care Team Council Representative
Tim Fox, Serve Team Council Representative
George Balchunas, Learn Team Representative
Deb Fick, Worship Team Council Representative
Reverend Richard Moore, Pastor
Congregational Officers:
Jim Roth, President
Peter Bonargo, Vice-President
Russ Stirling, Treasurer
Allen Fritz, Secretary

