
The Rapture 
End Times Series 

 
I remember hearing about a youth pastor who kept falling asleep in his church staff 
meetings. The other staff were getting annoyed by his antics, so one day they all left 
their clothes on the chairs they’d been sitting in, went outside into the hallway and blew 
a trumpet. Pretty epic practical joke, making somebody think they’d missed the rapture.  
 
By far the most common end times question is this, ‘When is the rapture going to 
happen?’ And now that we’ve tackled the tribulation, the antichrist and the mark of the 
beast, we have laid the foundation to discuss the rapture. A few people have asked me, 
as we’ve gone along, ‘So do you still believe in the rapture?’ Of course I believe in the 
rapture. The Bible discusses the rapture. I just want us to believe what the Bible teaches 
about the rapture.  
 
So here are the questions we’re going to use tonight to guide our discussion on the 
rapture? 
 

1. What biblical words are used to describe the rapture?  
2. Is there anything in the Old Testament that serves as a pattern for the rapture? 
3. Is the rapture the first 2nd coming or the only 2nd coming? 
4. What is the historical context of the rapture? 
5. How should the rapture impact my life now? 

 
So let’s dive into the questions. 
 

1. What biblical words are used to describe the rapture? 
 
Let’s begin with the key passage: 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17.  
 
From that passage, we can isolate 3 key words that have to do with the rapture.  
 

A. αρπαζω - to seize, snatch, take away 
 
The people left alive will be suddenly and quickly snatched away. This is the 
rapture. Not a technical term. Also used in John 10:28-29 for how nobody can 
‘snatch’ (harpazo) any believer out of God’s hand, in Acts 8:39 for how the Spirit 



‘snatched’ Philip and moved him to a different location and in 2 Corinthians 12:2-
4 for how the apostle Paul was ‘taken up’ into the 3rd heaven in a vision. It can be 
a violent taking, as in Acts 23:10 when the soldiers went ‘to take Paul by force.’ In 
total, used 14 times in Scripture. Used 1x in Revelation 12:4-5 to describe how 
Jesus was protected from Satan’s attempt to kill him at birth, saying he was 
‘caught up to God and to his throne.’  
 

B. απαντησις - a meeting 
 

Used two other times in the NT. Matthew 25:6, the went virgins went ‘to meet’ 
the bridegroom and continued on with him to the wedding feast. Also Acts 28:15 
where the believers living in Rome ‘met’ Paul south of the city and escorted him 
into Rome.   
 

C. παρουσια - coming, arrival, presence  
 

This word is used 24 times in the NT. Can refer to human beings coming to a place 
or being present in a place, like Titus, Stephanus and Paul in the epistles. 18 times 
it’s used to refer to Jesus’ 2nd coming.  
 
In many cases, the timing of this coming is left open to interpretation. However, 
in 3 places, it’s clear that the παρουσια is Jesus’ 2nd coming to rule the earth, not 
a coming to rapture/remove the church and then go sit in heaven for 7 years… 
 

Matthew 24:27, 37-39: Time set by v. 29 ‘immediately after the tribulation 
of those days.’ Note connection of ‘those days’ in v. 22. So after the ‘those 
days’ of v. 22, Jesus comes in v. 27. Then, ‘after the tribulation of those 
days’ in v. 29, Jesus’ coming in referenced in v. 37 and v. 39. So you see the 
pattern in Matthew 24. Those days/tribulation, then coming.  
 
1 Corinthians 15:23-24: This is about order of resurrection. Jesus is 
resurrected as the first fruits, the offering to God that promises more to 
come. Then, at Jesus’ 2nd coming, all other Christians are resurrected. But 
here’s the key in v. 24. ‘Then comes the end.’ Not an intervening 7 years. 
The end, when Christ delivers the kingdom to God after destroying every 
rule and authority and power. Jesus takes the throne and rules for a long 
time, symbolized as 1,000 years – 1,000 being a symbolic number of 



fullness. This is the silver age – way better than things are now and the first 
installment of the eternal state – which will be the golden age of 
perfection, the New Jerusalem, for all eternity.  
 
2 Peter 3:4-7: Verse 4 shows the scoffers asking ‘where is this coming?’ 
What coming? Can’t be a rapture/removal to heaven for 7 years, because v. 
7 says it’s ‘the day and judgment and destruction of the ungodly’ which is 
also known as the Day of the Lord in v. 10.  

 
So all of that to make this point. παρουσια either has an undefined time in Scripture, or 
it clearly means Jesus’ 2nd coming (not a rapture/removal) when it is defined. That 
means that either the 1 Thessalonians passage should be interpreted to find the timing 
of the παρουσια from other passages that tell us when it is … or we have to theorize 
that there are 2 παρουσιαs, one a rapture and one a 2nd coming. My point: You would 
need some rock solid evidence to show why this word must refer to separate events, 
two separate comings. I believe the simpler explanation is usually the best explanation. 
The word refers to one coming, to one event. There’s no reason to split it into two. 
Thus, I am arguing that the rapture and the 2nd coming are the same event … the 
moment when Jesus returns to end the Tribulation that we’ve been in since the Day of 
Pentecost and vindicate his church as they are gathered to meet him and escort him to 
earth to begin his rule and reign.  
 
By the way, we can make this same point with the other two words about Jesus’ return:  
αποκαλυπτω (to reveal) and επιφανεα (appearance).  
 
Romans 8:18 shows that the glory to be αποκαλυπτω’d (revealed) happens when 
creation is set free from bondage. That happens at Jesus’ 2nd coming, not same 
rapture/removal. It’s also used in Luke 17:30, which is a parallel passage of Matthew 24. 
The Noah analogy is used in Matthew, where it’s clearly ‘after the tribulation.’ This is 
clearly a 2nd coming passage, not a rapture/removal passage.  
 
επιφανεα is an important term, because Titus 2:13 uses it to define ‘our blessed hope,’ 
the ‘appearing’ of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ. But the only time description 
we get from this word (used 6 times in the NT) is 2 Thessalonians 2:8, when Jesus will kill 
the ‘lawless one’ – which we defined as the final Antichrist – at the 
επιφανεα/appearance of his coming.  
 



So now we move on to question two. 
 

2. Is there anything in the OT that serves as a pattern for the rapture? 
 
Three possible options… 
 

A. Noah and his ark – From Luke 17:26-27. Pre-trib rapture proponents say this 
shows that Noah and his family were removed above the floodwaters so the 
people left could be destroyed in judgment. Hence, the church will be removed to 
heaven so that the people left can be judged. Two problems. Problem 1: Noah 
wasn’t removed to a different sphere … he and his family were still on earth. 
Problem 2 and much more significant: Noah’s removal is clearly not the emphasis 
of the text. The emphasis in Luke 17 is that the unbelievers were unaware of the 
soon coming judgment. They were behaving as if life was normal, and they were 
caught off guard.  

 
B. Lot and his family – From Luke 17:28-30. Pre-trib rapture proponents say this 

shows that Lot and his family were removed from Sodom so that the city could be 
destroyed. But this runs into the same problem. The point of the passage is not 
about how Lot was removed or where he was removed to. The point is that the 
people of Sodom were continuing to plan for the future and were totally unaware 
of the judgment looming over them. But quick, sudden, visible judgment (see v. 
24) was about to fall on them. It’s not a removal of the church so that a slow-
churning, 7-year judgment can occur and people can still reject God. It’s a quick, 
sudden, decisive judgment that everyone sees and knows is from God. This makes 
sense because we’ve already seen from the parallel passage in Matthew 24 that 
this all happens ‘after the tribulation of those days.’ So it’s not rapture, then 
tribulation, then Jesus returns. It’s everything goes on as normal in the ongoing 
tribulation and then Jesus suddenly and spectacularly shows up and ends it all. 
And the pattern of Noah and Lot will happen. People will not be expecting the 
judgment. But that’s the point … it’s not about where Noah and Lot go hide from 
the judgment.  
 

C. The Israelites in Egypt – So now we move to the best parallel. We’ve already seen 
all the parallels between the trumpet and bowl judgments in Revelation and the 
plagues in Egypt at the Exodus. We’ve also seen how God protected the nation of 
Israel through the Exodus plagues, most importantly by the mark of the Passover 



lamb’s blood painted on their doors. The Israelites lived in Egypt, but they were 
not affected by the plagues (Exodus 8:22-23, 9:6, 9:26, 10:23). They were not 
moved off the earth; they were protected from God’s wrath on earth. We’ve seen 
that God’s people in the tribulation are marked to prevent God’s judgment from 
falling on them. This fulfills the pattern of the Exodus and the Exile judgments. It 
also makes sense of Revelation 3:10. 
 

- ‘those who dwell on the earth’ – code in Revelation for unbelievers 
- ‘keep you from’ – that verb/preposition combo only used 1 other time in the NT. 

Also by John, so same author means same meaning is likely. Notice John 17:15 
‘keep them from the evil one,’ but the context is key ‘I do not ask that you take 
them out of the world.’ No magic escape hatch. Stay and endure Satan’s 
opposition expressed through the beast, governments pressuring false religion. 
But we are marked by God to not experience his wrath. That only falls on 
unbelievers.  

 
Now we can move on to… 
 

3. Is the rapture the 1st second coming or the only 2nd coming? 
 
I want you to compare 3 passages. Everyone agrees that Matthew 24:30-31 is a 2nd 
coming passage, but some say 1 Corinthians 15:51-52 and 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 are 
rapture passages. Thus, these folks teach there are 2 2nd coming. Rapture first, then 
return or 2nd coming proper. However, I think comparing the passages makes it clear 
that there’s only one event. We’ve already seen there’s no reason from the Greek words 
used to suggest two 2nd comings. Now I want to see from the passages how they all 
point to one 2nd coming.  
 
Key words/ideas in common:  
 

- Trumpet call/’Last trumpet’ in 1 Corinthians 15. All 3 passages reference the 
trumpet. How can it be last trumpet if there’s 2 comings and Matthew 24 
happens after 1 Corinthians 15/1 Thessalonians 4 rapture? Some say there’s 2 last 
trumpets. That’s illogical. Heard the argument that it’s the same trumpet played 2 
different times, so it’s the last instrument ever used. I’ll let you decide if that 
satisfies the thrust of the passage … I submit last trumpet pretty obviously means 
the last sounding of the trumpet.  



- Clouds – this is a reference from Daniel 7:13 where the Son of Man comes in the 
clouds 

- Angels are involved in both passages 
- God’s people are gathered in both passages 

 
So either there are 2 last trumpets, 2 gatherings of God’s elect and 2 comings of Jesus or 
this is all referring to one and the same event. I submit that all differences are slight, like 
the differences in the crucifixion accounts between the gospels don’t mean there were 
4 crucifixions but just different angles and different emphases … so we see one event 
presented from 3 different vantage points in Matthew and 1 Corinthians and 1 
Thessalonians.  
 
But the case is strengthened and sealed by… 
 

4. What is the historical context of the rapture? 
 
So now we come to an interesting issue. The meeting (αναστασις) referred to in 1 
Thessalonians 4:17. What is the backdrop of this term?  
 
Two options… 
 

A. Jewish wedding – 3 stages. Betrothal, the commitment and bride considered 
legally married. Preparation, groom builds new home. Retrieval, at an 
undesignated time the groom and friends would show up at the bride’s house to 
retrieve her. She and her friends would go with him to their new home. Then 
there would be an actual wedding ceremony, a wedding feast and a celebration. 
Credit Dr. Kevin Zuber. 
 

B. Dignitary coming - F. F. Bruce writes, "When a dignitary paid an official visit 
(parousia) to a city in Hellenistic times, the action of the leading citizens in going 
out to meet him and escort him on the final stage of his journey was called the 
ἀπάντησις." This term was well known for Roman emperors visiting a city. So far 
in our study, we’ve seen how many NT end times passages are the fulfillment of 
OT patterns. But often in the NT and especially in Paul, there is anti-imperial 
meaning in the text. It references a common occurrence in the Roman empire to 
show how Jesus is better than Rome and deserves our ultimate allegiance.  
 



So here’s the question. Which meaning would the original readers of 1 Thessalonians 
have most likely picked up on? Would these predominantly Gentile readers have 
understood a Jewish custom from hundreds of miles away in a world without easy 
travel, a custom not outlined in any detail anywhere in the OT? We can’t argue that this 
is the fulfillment of a biblical pattern … only a known extrabiblical, Jewish custom.  
 
Or is it likely that these Gentiles in a leading Roman city (Thessalonica was made the 
capital of the province Macedon in 148 BC) would have seen this as a subtle shot at 
Rome? Look, whatever Caesar who calls himself a divine Lord has done … Jesus is the 
true Lord. His coming is going to be worldwide, whereas Caesar’s was only known by a 
city. Jesus’ coming will change all history. It will be the climax and culmination of 
everything. So Jesus, not Caesar, deserves your worship and admiration. I think it’s 
obvious which meaning better fits the historical context.  
 
So then, we have seen that the rapture/Day of the Lord/2nd coming are all one event 
looked at in Scripture from multiple different angles. At any day a trumpet will sound 
and Jesus will show up to eliminate the final Antichrist and establish his kingdom.  
 

5. How should the rapture impact my life now? 
 
Don’t think like unbelievers … this is all there is, so invest everything in this life to get as 
much fun and pleasure and money and stuff and experience as you can. Recognize that 
there’s another world coming, and that is the eternal, important world. Colossians 3:2: 
‘Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.’  
 
Recognize the high stakes of being ready. Personally and in sharing the gospel. Our fight 
is not to somehow try to delay some 7-year tribulation so we can hang out and enjoy life 
longer. Our fight is to withstand the constant pressure to bail on Christ and to worship 
the false gods of this world. Our fight is to call others away from allegiance to this world 
and toward faith in Christ.  
 


