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The Antichrist is a matter of much speculation. Who is the antichrist? Is he alive now? 
Where will he be born? 
 

- Much of the hysteria and end times fear-mongering deals with predictions about 
the antichrist’s identity or things that will supposedly make it easier for him to 
operate, like technology that can implant a bar code microchip into your hand.  

 
So, we want to be biblical, not reactionary. We find our views on the end times in this 
book, not in the newspaper or on some prophecy website your best friend’s cousin’s 
uncle shared on Facebook.  
 
Our task tonight is to answer, from the Bible, 3 questions… 
 

1. Who is the antichrist? 
2. What does the antichrist do? 
3. What is the destiny of the antichrist? 

 
We will spend most of our time on that first question. Who is the antichrist? 
 

- The word antichrist occurs 5 times in the Bible, all in John’s letters. Two uses are 
in the same verse. So here are the four verses: 1 John 2:18, 1 John 2:22, 1 John 
4:3 and 2 John 7.  

 
A couple observations… 
 

1. The antichrist is a plural concept. ‘many antichrists have appeared.’ ‘many 
deceivers have gone out…’ There is not just one antichrist. There are many 
antichrists.  

2. The antichrist is a present reality, not a future prophecy.  
a. In 1 John 4, John tells the church to test the spirits. Why? Because not every 

spirit in the world is from God. Not every spirit is good. Not every spirit will 
lead you into the truth. So test the spirits, because some spirits might be 
against God and what is good and true. Those spirits are antichrists. If the 



antichrist were only future, why bother to tell people to test for him in the 
1st century?! 

 
Let’s pause here and answer our second main question. What does the antichrist do? 
 
Two things, right from the text 
 

1. The antichrist denies. Denies what? That Jesus is Messiah (2:22). That Jesus was 
truly human (2 John 7). That Jesus came from God (4:3). All these things are 
denials of the true gospel. That’s the point.  

2. The antichrist deceives. If the antichrist can get you to not believe the gospel by 
deceiving you into believing something else, that’s his job.  

 
Q. So back to our first question. Who is the antichrist? Who denies and deceives?  
 
A. There are many antichrists. During this tribulation – the entire period from the Day of 
Pentecost until Jesus returns – anyone who denies Jesus and tries to deceive you into 
not believing in Jesus – such a person is the antichrist. Also, some antichrists are not 
people … they are satanically-driven forces. 
 
Q. Is the antichrist taught anywhere else in Scripture? Just because the word ‘antichrist’ 
wasn’t used in another passage, that passage might teach about an antichrist.  
 
A. Let’s examine 4 passages often thought to refer to the antichrist and see if they can 
be applied to him. We will ask ourselves: Does the person/entity in this passage do what 
the Bible says antichrist does, deny and deceive? That’s how we can tell if the passage 
refers to antichrist.  
 

1. The beast in Revelation 13:5-7. The beast is an entity – false religion, which 
attacks the saints. ‘Beast’ comes from Daniel 7, where 4 nations (entities) are 
called beasts. Notice the 2nd beast, the power of government, which uses the 
force of state power to compel false worship – Revelation 13:11-12. Is this an 
antichrist? Yes! The beast denies true worship and compels false worship. The 
beast deceives those under its power.  

 
This allows us to start making some historical suggestions about who was an antichrist: 
 



- Emperor Nero was an antichrist. The Greek name Nero Caesar put into Hebrew 
letters adds up to 666 using gematria, a Hebrew system of assigning numerical 
value to letters. Nero persecuted Christians. There was a belief that Nero hadn’t 
actually died but was in exile waiting to return and resume his attacks on 
Christians. This belief was called Nero redivivus. It explains Revelation 13:3, the 
idea of the beast having a mortal wound that was healed.  

- There were antichrists in the period between the OT and the NT. Two important 
ones. Antiochus Epiphanes – Greek ruler over Israel. 167 BC. Sacrificed a pig (an 
unclean animal) in the Temple on an altar to Zeus. Forbid circumcision and 
following purity laws. Emperor Caligula – AD 40. Commanded that his own image 
be set in the Temple in the Holy of Holies. Died before it could happen.  

- Herod Agrippa – Acts 12:22 ‘this is the voice of a god, not a man.’  
- Martin Luther believed the corrupt Catholic church in the Middle Ages was the 

antichrist. Burned godly men like Jan Hus at the stake for opposing corruption. 
Pope position was bought with money. Church officials were greedy and immoral. 
Sold indulgences … buying extra credit from Jesus’ perfect life and the good lives 
of the saints so that you could sin more. All about money and corruption and 
power. Not about saving faith.  

- In our generation, how can we not see Hitler and Stalin and other ruthless 
dictators as antichrists? They deny Christ. They deceive. And they use the power 
of the state to compel false worship.  

 
2. The Man of Lawlessness – 2 Thessalonians 2:3 

 
• The early church believed this to be a future, final antichrist, and they connected 

the term antichrist from 1 and 2 John with this ‘man of lawlessness.’  
• v. 3 – Day of the Lord cannot come until (1) apostasy – professing Christians walk 

away in great numbers and (2) this man of lawlessness shows up. What will this 
being do? What all other antichrists have done. Oppose all other gods, especially 
the True God. Tries to occupy the place of God. Temple is now God’s people, the 
church. God lives in us. So the Antichrist tries to earn the love and loyalty that 
God deserves and that God’s people give to God, because God dwells in us. The 
Antichrist will try to claim that love and loyalty for himself, as all antichrists have 
done and are doing. Note v. 7. ‘The mystery of lawlessness is already at work.’ 
The antichrists are now doing what the final Antichrist will do.  

• What’s holding back this Antichrist? The restrainer. Who is the restrainer? We 
have very little data. Dispensationalists say it’s the Holy Spirit, because v. 6 ‘what 



is restraining’ and v. 7 ‘he who now restrains’ implies both a force and a person. I 
reject that because… 

o The Holy Spirit is God. He’s everywhere present. He can’t leave. 
o The Holy Spirit convicts, seals and indwells believers. Nobody could get 

saved if the Holy Spirit left. The argument that people will get saved in the 
future like they got saved in the OT pre-Jesus times has no basis in 
Scripture.  

o The idea that the Holy Spirit leaves because the church is raptured and so 
therefore there are no indwelt Christians is creative, but has no scriptural 
basis. It’s special pleading.  

o Better is the idea that an angel is restraining the Antichrist. Daniel 10 tells 
us of the angel Michael fighting against the Prince of Persia for 21 days. And 
Revelation 9:13-14 tells an angel to release 4 other angels. The restraining 
angel is thus called off. Best parallel passage in terms of the concept of 
someone restraining.  

 
3. What is the destiny of the Antichrist?  

 
It’s the same as all the other antichrists. The antichrist will be destroyed.  

- He is a ‘son of destruction.’ This does not mean ‘leaves destruction in his wake.’ It 
means ‘destined for destruction,’ just as Judas Iscariot was called a ‘son of 
destruction’ in John 17:12. He was probably also an antichrist. He denied Jesus 
was the Messiah by betraying him.  

- Jesus will easily destroy the final Antichrist at his return (2 Thessalonians 2:8). 
Again, probably won’t realize that this was THE FINAL Antichrist until Jesus shows 
up. The point of the passage: Church shouldn’t think Day of the Lord has already 
come. Church will recognize the Day of the Lord has come WHEN this final 
antichrist is destroyed! Don’t try to guess if he’s on the scene. Wait to call it the 
Day of the Lord until Jesus visibly destroys him!!! When Jesus comes, there will be 
no space left for any antichrist to exist.  

 
4. The Coming Prince – Daniel 9:26 

 
A. No. Daniel 9 is a prophecy about Jesus Christ’s first coming.  
 

- No break between weeks 69 and 70 in the text. You have to read it in and assume 
it. Why 7 weeks, 62 weeks and then nothing? 7 weeks … how long it took to 



rebuild Jerusalem. 62 weeks … how long it took until Jesus completed his mission 
on the cross. Last week … Jerusalem destroyed to vindicate Jesus’ message that 
he was the true temple and to judge those who rejected him. 

- The timing of Daniel 9 must begin in 457 BC, not 444 BC, like dispensationalists 
insist. To believe 444 BC, you must count each year as 360 days. That’s cheating 
to make your math work. You also must cheat by reading ‘after’ the 69th week as 
‘during’ the 69th week.  

- The prince who destroys Jerusalem in Daniel 9 is Titus, the Roman general who 
leveled Jerusalem, not a future Antichrist.  

- The prince is a destroyer. The antichrist will be destroyed. No note of denial or 
destruction. ABAB format in verses 26 and 27. Jesus will bring sacrifices and 
offerings to a halt by rendering them obsolete. Then Titus will bring destruction 
on the wing of abomination (so called because his Roman army will invade and 
abominate the Temple and city).  

 
5. The Rider on the White Horse – Revelation 6  

 
- Not an antichrist. He conquers. Not a note of deny and deceive.  
- This is the first of 4 horsemen that represent the sufferings that will come during 

the tribulation. White Horse: Conquering leaders. Red Horse: War. Black Horse: 
Famine. Pale Green Horse: Death from war, famine, disease and animal attacks. 
All these things have happened and harmed people on earth from the Day of 
Pentecost until now.  

 
So why study the Antichrist? 
 
Don’t be deceived by those who deny Jesus! Antichrists are here NOW! You must be on 
guard! Hold true to the gospel!  
 
Quit trying to guess whether this antichrist is the final antichrist. You’ll know when the 
Day of the Lord happens, when Jesus shows up. So much political energy spent trying to 
prevent 1-world government, microchips, etc, that might lead to the rise of the final 
antichrist. This is not our job as a church. We are never told to oppose the final 
antichrist. We are told to contend earnestly for the faith! So focus on the gospel! Know 
it. Live it. Share it. And if you suffer under an antichrist, great is your reward!  
 
 


