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As of August 31, 2018:  

♦ $1,141,876* has been pledged toward “A Light into  
Future Generations” since the beginning of 2017.  

♦ $576,243 has been received by Elim. 

♦ This calculates to 50% of commitments received. 

* Amount has been adjusted to remove pledges that may not be realized. 

Thank you to each person fulfilling their financial 
commitment. To God be the Glory! 

It’s not too late to commit toward this important  
project. Contact Julie Borg in the church office for a 
commitment card. 

Why a New Facility?  
Acts 1:8 (NIV) 
8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 
Acts 5:41-42 (NLT) 
41 The apostles le  the high council 
rejoicing that God had counted them 
worthy to suffer disgrace for the 
name of Jesus. 42 And every day, in 
the Temple and from house to house, 
they con nued to teach and preach 
this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.” 
Ma hew 28:18-20 (NIV) 
18 Then Jesus came to them and 
said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all na ons, bap zing 
them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 

 The above scriptures and 
many more in the New Testament 
speak of a ministry that is 
expansive. Expanding in reaching 
more people with the Gospel and 
also expanding in the discipling of 
believers. The early church had 
growth that was nothing short of 
explosive and throughout this 

me they were con nually 
adjus ng, expanding outreach and 
star ng new ministry endeavors 
(see Acts 6:1-7 for one such 

(Continued on page 2) 

Building Committee Update from Jake Linder:  The 
building commi ee con nues to refine the building plans as we get 
into more detail and more accurate cost es mates.  The audio/
visual team and the interior design team have been working with 
consultants to get their exper se on their respec ve areas of the 
project.  Our pace has slowed recently as we wait for congrega on-

al approval of the financing plan which is currently being finalized.  We are work-
ing closely with the financing team to get the budgeted cost to meet the financ-
ing that will be proposed.  We are s ll an cipa ng breaking ground next 
spring.  In the mean me, Terning Excava ng will be moving dirt around on the 
site this fall to put in the driveway and prepare for the building site and parking 
lot.  This will give us a great star ng point next spring! 

Who’s working on the committees to design our new facility? 
Building  
Jake Linder 
Gary Plowman 
Bill Jarman 
Jerry Bonnifield 
Cary Linder 
Bernelle Hanson 
Dave Sager 
Hollis Larson 
Holly Larson 

Interior Design 
Jerry Bonnifield 
Sonia Whittaker 
Maria Asplin 
Sarah Nyquist 
Bethany Linder 
Dave Rien 
Gwen Rien 

Kitchen 
Deb Sievert 
Vernice Abramson 
Amie Bergquist 

Audio/Visual 
Jay Asplin 
Adam Tagarro 
John Haataja 

There will be many opportunities for all 
to get involved in the design and build of 
our new facility. Be watching for 
upcoming options. 

GIVING UPDATE 

We hope to break ground in Spring 2019! 

50% 

Praise God!  
50% of 

commitments 
have been 

received by Elim! 



example). The focus never changed amidst all the 
changes ― that was preaching the Gospel and 
discipling believers. The early church serves as a 
great model for the church today in America.  

 Like the early Church, the ministry here at 
Elim has a very high commitment to reaching our 
community for Jesus Christ and helping people grow 
into spiritual maturity. In everything we do we are 
seeking to pursue our mission of “helping people 
come to know Christ, grow in their faith and become 
engaged in ministry.”   

 Because of this commitment, many of you 
found Christ through the ministry of Elim and are on 
a pathway of spiritual growth that is bringing 
transforma on in your life. Many have found 
support in difficult mes, others a refuge for a 
broken life and some an oasis for rest and healing. 
Because of this commitment to this mission, we 
have entered into a very major ini a ve to expand 
our impact through facility expansion. As we go 
through this process, I want you to think of ministry 
expansion as a way we can fulfill in a greater way 
the Mission God has called us to. Simply put, I 
believe we all want to have the greatest impact for 
the kingdom of God as we can between now and 
eternity. 

 Our building a new facility is greater than 
simply “needing more space” but is more about our 
commitment as a congrega on to making a greater 
impact for His kingdom. 

 How is a new facility related to our mission 
and vision? It's true we are pursuing our mission at 
our current loca on, but there are issues with our 
current facility which limit our effec veness and 
programming. Here are some convic ons I have 
about why we need to pursue the new facility.  

* New facili es will posi on us with more 
opportuni es to build bridges into our community. 
We currently could not consider possible community 
outreaches such as day care, funeral and wedding 
meals, seminar and conference opportuni es, any 
type of large scale adult, children and youth 
outreaches as well as any holiday outreaches.  

* The elderly and handicapped are le  out with our 
current facility. Many of our senior saints are unable 
to fellowship with the rest of the body in various 
opportuni es due to the fact we do not have 
handicapped accessibility to more than the main 
level. Along with anyone in a wheel chair who has/is 

trying to go to bathrooms which are not 
handicapped accessible. While our society is the 
overlooking the elderly and handicapped, we dare 
not. A new facility communicates to the precious 
seniors and handicapped that they are greatly 
valued as a significant part of the body and ministry. 

*There were those over 100 years ago and then 
again in the 1978 who sacrificed greatly so the 
ministry here could be posi oned for the 
genera ons to come to grow. It is me, I believe, for 
us here at Elim to posi on this ministry for the next 
genera ons to come. I believe it is our me to do 
this. I look at the many children and their children 
one day having the resources for expansive ministry 
growth and get pumped that we could be part of 
that.  

* Our current ministries can only plan to maintain, 
not grow. When we seek to reach out to children 
through Awana or with our Student Ministries we 
can only handle so many and we are basically at our 
limits to minister to them and certainly limited to 
expand. Also, studies show ministries will lose 
people when the facili es aren't adequate to absorb 
growth. What a shame that would be. I know none 
of us want to feed the status quo, but the reality is 
we are not posi oned for growth, but only for 
maintaining. There is nothing expansive about that.  

* In a very prac cal way our building has limita ons 
and that cannot be ignored. Our Buildings & 
Grounds Council is doing an incredible of job of 
keeping the facility as safe and usable as possible. 
Thank you Dave Sager and your team!! But like all 
facili es, with our current loca on we can only do so 
much. 

  As we move forward I am excited about the 
possibili es a new facility would allow us and ask 
each of you to pray and plan how you can give 
towards this facility expansion – which I hope we 
each see as ministry expansion. I am asking God to 
move among us so we will be amazed and 
astounded by how He con nues to provide. If you 
want to hear about how God has already uniquely 
provided, talk with Jake Linder, our Building 
Commi ee Chair, as he and the building commi ee 
are seeing God do amazing things.     

 Let us con nue to bathe this whole process 
in prayer so that in every step, and in every way, our 
Great God is glorified and His Kingdom grows. 

 

Together for Christ, Pastor Ma  

(Con nued from page 1) Why a New Facility? 


