
 

Know. Grow. Engage. This is the 

mission of Elim Mission Church. Because 

of our commitment to this mission, we are entering into a very major initiative 

to expand our impact through facility expansion.  

So, why build? Isn’t our current facility meeting our needs? Here are some things 

to consider: 

1. Our current building is deteriorating. We continue to spend money on 

building fixes because of the age and design of the building. 

2. We are maxed out on space. Our current ministries can only plan to 

maintain, not grow. Studies show that ministries will lose people when the 

facilities aren’t adequate to absorb growth. What a shame that would be. 

3. The elderly and handicapped are left out with our current facility. Many are 

not able to participate in 

activities in the fellowship 

hall because of the stairs. 

4. New facilities would allow 

for more opportunities to 

provide outreach into our 

community. Possibilities include large-scale events such as funeral and 

wedding meals, seminar and conference opportunities, large youth outreach 

events, holiday outreaches, and more. 

5. Safety. Our current facility is positioned on a busy city street which is not 

safe for our families with small children. 

Finally, over 100 years ago, again in the 1950’s, and again in the 1970’s, the 

people at Elim sacrificed greatly so the ministry here could be positioned for the 

generations to come. Now it’s our turn to be A Light into Future Generations. 

“Now it’s our turn to be  
A Light into  

Future Generations.” 

 “You are the Light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” ~ Matthew 5:14  April 2017 

When would the new facility be 

finished? 

Ideally, the new facility would be 

finished in Winter 2018-2019. 

 

What will happen to our current 

facility?  

The building and adjacent house have 

been listed for sale with a commercial 

realtor for $595,000. 

Where will the new facility be 

built? 

On the east side of Cokato, adjacent to 

the Trailstone housing addition.  

Praises! 

 God providing many willing hearts 
to labor in ministry on the various 
teams for the campaign. 

 Purchase agreements and land 
acquisition pieces coming together 
smoothly. 

 The highway 
departments’ willingness to 
provide labor and material for an 
approach to our property as they 
resurface in 2018. 

Pray With Us 

 The congregation of Elim to 
hunger for the Lord, displaying an 
attitude of humility and a desire to 
be engaged in ministry as well as 
prayer....consider how we all 
might be part of an increase in 
intentional prayer efforts, as well 
as worship and meditation on the 
word. 

 Annexation of our new property 
to the City of Cokato.  

 The Lord's will in providing a 
buyer for our current property. 

 Transformation and new believers 
birthed out of our Easter service! 

CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN 

UPDATE 



Please pray for those serving in leadership positions 

on the capital campaign. Each is using their gifts in 

ministry on this project. 

Campaign Chair: Alan Nagel 

Pastor: Matt Miklasz      

Building Committee: Jake Linder 

CIF Consultant: Steve Johnson 

Communications: Nancy Bonnifield 

Elder Representative: Bob Sievert           

Special Events: Julie Schumann    Home Visits: Craig &  Lori Dahlman     Stewardship: Rick Riesgraf     Prayer Team: Tom Nelson 

The Building Committee has been meeting 

since early February and much has happened 

already.  We see God working and affirming as we move forward.  Here are a 

few highlights regarding the future home of Elim: 

Hired an Architect:  Erik Johnson of Stone Tent Architecture out of Foreston, 

MN.  He and his wife Christine are devoted followers of Jesus, and Erik is 

helping us design a facility that meets our needs as a “tool for ministry” in the 

most efficient, economical and God Honoring way. 

Land Acquisition:  The process for acquiring the property where the new facility will be located is also well underway and 

it has been exciting to see how God is opening doors.  The property is currently two parcels and is located on the east side 

of Hwy 12 as indicated with an orange outline on the map.  The small blue rectangle is Elim’s current site.     

Accessing the property:  The City has agreed to continue the current 

street and city utilities through Trailstone Addition to the edge of our 

property for access from the North, and we have been instructed by 

MN DOT that they will help us with an access from Hwy 12.  It’s 

been a blessing to see how God is coordinating the timing of our 

planning with so many other things that are going on and removing 

obstacles that would normally have been much more difficult to 

overcome.  God truly seems to be affirming this project more and 

more as we move forward! 

Please Pray: Pray for the building team and the architect to be sensitive to God’s 

heart for Elim’s new facility and the many ministries that will take place there and 

the lives it will impact.  Psalm 127:1 

Ask God: As we get into the details of this project, we will be looking for input and 

participation from many of you in specific areas, such as interior design, audio/

visual, kitchen, lighting, landscape and future land use planning, etc. Ask for God’s 

guidance on how you can be involved. 

Architect Erik Johnson and his family 

Future Home of Elim (right); current home  (left) 

Monthly Newsletter—sent via 

email or printed for those without 

computer access; also available in 

foyer 

Facebook—Like our page! Find 

us at Capital Campaign. 

Bulletin Board—Updated often 

in foyer 

The Leadership Team meets with Steve Johnson, a consultant 

from Christian Investors. The team meets monthly to coordinate 

the Capital Campaign. 


