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One of the main reasons people believe in a pre-tribulational rapture is that they believe 
the Gentile-dominated church must get cleared out so that God’s promises to the nation 
of Israel can still be fulfilled. These pre-trib people believe that Israel will be judged and 
purified in a 7-year tribulation so that the nation can then receive its promised blessings 
in the 1,000 Millennium.  
 
But does God still have an outstanding obligation to Israel? Are there promises He made 
to that nation that He must still fulfill lest he be shown to be an unfaithful God who 
doesn’t keep His word?  
 
Those are the key presuppositions behind the question: What is the relationship 
between Israel and the church?  
 
We’re going to talk about the relationship between Israel and the church tonight. We’ll 
also deal with the accusation that any system that doesn’t teach that ethnic, national, 
territorial Israel won’t receive all the OT promises made to Israel teaches ‘replacement 
theology.’ Replacement Theology is an accusation leveled at any non-dispensationalist, 
saying that they teach that God has replaced Israel with the church. I also think it’s a 
cheap trick that’s intellectually dishonest, because it attacks the view by putting a 
negative label on it instead of actually delving into the Scriptures to consider what the 
Word of God truly says.  
 
So here are our guiding questions for the evening: 
 

1. How should we define Israel? 
2. Who are the true offspring of Abraham? 
3. Who will receive the OT promises made to Abraham and his offspring? 
4. What is the future for ethnic, national Israel?  
5. How should this impact my life? 

 
Let’s dive in. 
 

1. How should we define Israel? 
 
There are 2 options for defining Israel. (1) ENT – ethnic (a specific people group), 
national (in a specific country), territorial (that has specific borders). In this view, Israel is 
the people group descended from Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who lived (and now live 



again) in a small sliver of land in the Middle East, off the eastern seaboard of the 
Mediterranean Sea. (2) Israel is a symbolic term for all people who belong to God by 
faith. 
 
So which is correct? I submit both. The OT regularly uses the ENT definition, but the NT 
often uses the symbolic definition. Let me prove it… 
 

- Romans 9:6-7a: If not everyone descended from Israel is Israel, there must be a 
different way of defining someone as Israel than physical descent (the ethnic 
part).  

 
- Romans 2:28: There is a distinction between being a Jew outwardly and being a 

Jew inwardly. Outward must refer to the physical part (ENT). Inward must refer to 
faith. Verse 29 hits at this.  
 

- Revelation 2:9 and 3:9: There are people who worship in synagogues and say they 
are Jews. These are obviously ENT Jews. But John says they are not Jews. So there 
must be an alternative way to be defined as a Jew.  
 

This is more than saying not all ethnic Jews are part of the people of faith. It’s a totally 
different way of defining who is and who is not a Jew, who is and is not Israel.  
 
So that leads to a related, but deeper question… 
 

2. Who are the true offspring of Abraham? 
 
This is probably the better way to ask the question. Being a Jew always meant being 
Abraham’s offspring.  
 
John Reisinger wrote an important book called ‘Abraham’s Four Seeds.’ He argues that 
Abraham’s four seeds are… 
 

A. Natural Seed – physical descendants 
B. Spiritual Seed – people of faith 
C. Unique Seed – Jesus Christ 
D. Special Natural Seed – The Nation of Israel (those included in the covenant, unlike 

Ishmael and Esau who are booted out b/c they had no faith).  



So who is the true seed? I am arguing that the Special Natural Seed in the OT is a type (a 
symbol, a prefiguring pattern) of the body of Christ in the NT. So the true seed is the 
entire people of faith … the Special Natural Seed in the OT AND the church in the NT. So 
calling the church ‘Israel’ in the sense that they fulfill the pattern of the Special Natural 
Seed is ok. It doesn’t mean the church was, is or becomes ENT Israel. It means that they 
are grafted into the people of God that is given the special term ‘Israel’ in the OT and 
now shares in Israel’s promises and blessings.  

Reisinger: ‘The nation of Israel was not the 'Body of Christ,' even though the Body of 
Christ is indeed the true 'Israel of God.'’ 

How does this happen? 

Step 1: Jesus Christ is true Israel. Galatians 3:16. The offspring is singular. It’s Jesus.  

Step 2: All the promises are fulfilled in Jesus. 2 Corinthians 1:20.  

Step 3: All the people who believe in Jesus are made part of the body of Christ. Thus, 
they share in the promises made to True Israel (Jesus Christ). Galatians 3:26-29: 
Christians are the true offspring of Abraham. Galatians 6:16: All who walk by this rule 
are defined as the ‘Israel of God.’ The word ‘and’ in the ESV is better translated ‘even,’ 
to show that the term Israel of God further defines ‘all who walk by this rule.’ It makes 
no sense to list ENT Israel separately, because they are a subset of ‘all who walk by this 
rule’ if they have faith … plus the whole thrust of Galatians 3 makes clear that Christians 
are Abraham’s true offspring, and this just punches the point home clearly! 

This also explains Ephesians 2:11-19. Key points: v. 12 ‘at that time alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel.’ Obviously not anymore! v. 12 ‘strangers to the covenants of 
promise.’ Obviously not anymore! The blood of Jesus brought us near. Torn down the 
dividing wall … wall separating Court of Gentiles (said any Gentile going into the Temple 
beyond the Court of Gentiles had only himself to blame for the death coming to him). v. 
16 ‘one body’ … not two.  

Ephesians 3:4-6: Mystery is that Gentiles are fellow heirs. But what’s a mystery? Not a 
shock from OT that Gentiles would be added into God’s people. Exodus 12:38 ‘a mixed 
multitude left Egypt with Moses.’ Asenath (Joseph’s wife), Rahab and Ruth were all 
Gentiles added into God’s people – the latter two into the line of Christ. Isaiah 19:24-25: 
Egypt and Assyria called God’s people along with Israel. Isaiah 66:20-21: Gentiles even 
serving as priests. Psalm 87:4-6: People from all kinds of pagan nations added to Zion, 
God’s holy mountain and the place of God’s end times presence. So what is the 
mystery? Not that Gentiles were added in, but that they were added into God’s people 



(Israel) as Gentiles without having to get circumcised and become ENT Jews by 
conversion into the Jewish faith!!! 

Step 4: We become part of the Body of Christ, True Israel, by faith. Romans 4:9-12: 
Abraham’s faith was counted righteousness before he was circumcised, the physical, 
outward sign of being a covenant Jew. Abraham is the father of those who believe 
without being circumcised.  
 
Step 5: Israel’s history is now our history. 1 Corinthians 10:1. The Gentiles in Corinth 
were not physical descendants of Israel, but Israel is now called ‘our fathers.’ Not 
because we are ENT Jews, but because we are grafted in to the same tree as the special 
seed – the ENT Jews of faith in the OT. Hence, Romans 11:17. Two different branches. 
Natural and grafted in branches. But they share one root. And there is one tree. Gentiles 
are grafted in as Gentiles, but are part of the true … the special people of faith, which 
can also be defined as True Israel (since it’s clear from the verses we’ve already seen 
that there must be a true Israel that exists beyond just being an ENT Jew).  
 
So that leads to… 
 

3. Who will receive the promises made to Abraham and his offspring? 
 
We already answered this question. It’s actually easy. Jesus gets the promises. And all 
who are brought into the body of Christ by faith share in the promises.  
 
But here’s the dispensational objection: The promises were made to ENT Israel. All who 
heard the OT promises assumed they were going to ENT Israel. So since they weren’t 
fulfilled in the OT, they must be fulfilled to ENT Israel in the future.  
 
However, the promises weren’t made to Seed 1: Abraham’s physical seed. They were 
made to Seed 3 – Abraham’s unique seed, Jesus. And Jesus shares them with Seed 4, the 
Special Natural Seed, which was composed of all believing Jews in the OT, but was then 
EXPANDED to include believing Gentiles in the NT.  
 
The Pharisees agreed with the dispensationalists. They expected to receive the 
promises. John 8:33, 39-44. They were physical seed. Jesus even recognizes this (v. 37). 
But then Jesus says they aren’t Abraham’s true children. They are the children of the 
devil. The key: v. 47 ‘Whoever is of God hears the words of God.’ They won’t hear what 
Jesus says, so they show they aren’t Seed 4 – the special natural seed. They are like Esau 
and Ishmael, natural sons who are not part of the covenant.  
 



This continues in Matthew 21. See especially v. 43. The Kingdom of God is taken from 
Israel and given to a new people … Seed 4, the Jews and Gentiles of faith. This kingdom 
is established on the Day of Pentecost. See Acts 1:6-8. Jesus wasn’t saying ‘haha, you 
never get to know when restoration of Israel happens … it’s 2000+ years in the future.’ 
He was saying the restoration would happen when the Holy Spirit came. The lost 12 
tribes were restored through 12 apostles. Why focus on adding Matthias, apostle #12, 
who was never mentioned again? Because there needed to be 12 to complete the 
parallel. 12 restored tribes needed 12 apostles. Jerusalem would be restored as those 
who chanted for Barabbas chose faith as Peter preached in Acts 2. The rest of the 
southern kingdom was restored as people were added to the faith by the thousands in 
Acts 3-7. The northern tribes, decimated by Assyria in 722 BC and represented by their 
capital city Samaria, would be restored in Acts 8, as Philip took the gospel there. By Acts 
13, the nations were added to restored Israel, fulfilling Isaiah 49:6. James tells us in Acts 
15:12-17 that including the Gentiles was part of Israel’s restoration, fulfilling the 
prophecy of Amos.  
 
It gets even better. The church is now defined by terms that originally defined Israel. 
Notice 1 Peter 2:9-10. These were OT terms originally given to Israel. See Exodus 19:6 
for an example. The special seed is no longer just one nation. It’s now the whole world.  
 
And even more. The church now shares in Israel’s covenant. The New Covenant was 
announced in Jeremiah 31 as being for Israel. But in Hebrews 8, we see that this 
covenant is applied to all believers in Christ. Notice Hebrews 9:14-15 that applies the 
covenant to us, using the term ‘our,’ not ‘their.’ We share in the promises with the OT 
people of faith. See Hebrews 11:39-40. True Israel was always planned to expand to 
include Gentiles who put their faith in Christ, who could join in and become Israel 
without getting circumcised or moving to the Middle East or worshipping at the Temple. 
That wasn’t fully understood in the OT. It was a mystery, fully revealed in the NT.  
 
So that leads to… 
 

4. What is the future for ENT Israel? 
 
Romans 11:25-27 is key here. Israel in Romans 9-11 has meant ENT Israel, so it must still 
mean that here. There’s a partial hardening for now, until the full number of Gentiles 
has come in. God is willing to graft them back into their natural tree (v. 23-24). Some see 
this passage teaching that ‘all Israel’ in v. 26 means that there will be a special, end 
times revival in which many Jews are saved. I tend toward this view. Others think ‘all 
Israel’ means that every ethnic Jew throughout the end times (Pentecost till Jesus’ 
return) who has faith and is thus part of true Israel will be saved.  



 
But the key is that every ethnic Jew who believes in Christ will share in the promises that 
were made, as Galatians 3:16 already showed us, ultimately to Christ.  
 

5. How should this impact my life? 
 
Paul obviously had a heart for his people, ENT Israel. See Romans 10:1. We should 
encourage and support gospel outreach to Jewish people.  
 
We do not, however, need to treat the nation of Israel as though they have any special 
rights from God. The land promises are not that the Jews get a little strip of land in the 
Middle East forever. It’s that all God’s people, True Israel, inherit the whole world (see 
Romans 4:13). Should we love the Jewish people? Yes. Is Israel a good political ally for 
the United States? Seems to be. But they should still be held to the standards of all 
other nations as far as just warfare, human rights, etc. When the nation is mistreated 
because of ethnic hatred from majority Muslim countries, we should stand with them, 
because that is just. If they are mistreating others, we should call them to a higher 
standard, because that is just. As Christians, we hold Israel, like all nations, to the 
standard of biblical justice.  
 
But we don’t need to be Middle East/Israel current events scholars. Jesus will return in 
his time. The restoration of the nation of Israel after 1878 years was shocking 
historically. But it doesn’t impact the End Times calendar. At all. We are still in the End 
Times. We are still in the Tribulation. Jesus is going to return and defeat the final 
Antichrist, and we’ll probably figure out who that person is when Jesus shows up.  
 
So less focus on red heifers, temple rebuilding plans, potential conflicts in Israel and all 
that. More focus on loving mercy and acting justly. More focus on sharing the gospel. 
That’s what will add people to the body of Christ. And that’s what’s going to matter 
when Jesus shows up!  


