
 
  

Cooperating with God 
 
If asked “Do we humans need God?” I’d venture to guess that most of us would answer 
in the affirmative; “Yes, we need God.” But, what happens when you turn that same 
question on its head: “Does God need us humans?” (Kind of makes you think, doesn’t 
it?) I think we can answer this one in the affirmative as well…God does need us 
humans. Venturing a step further, I think our Creator created his creation in such a way 
that, at least in part, it’s dependent on our cooperation.  
 
Having opened a can of worms let me explain.  
Our minds, for instance; doesn’t God rely on the cooperation of our minds? God offers 
us the truth, but it can’t be known unless we set out to discover it. God relies on us 
humans to search it out and apply it to our lives. After all, what good is truth if it’s not 
discovered?  
 
Also, in order for us humans to reach our full potential ─ to fulfill the role for which God 
created us ─ we must be willing to work…to actually exercise our God-given intellect, 
talents, and abilities. Think about it. Does God build bridges or cathedrals? Does God 
turn the power of the river into electricity? No. We humans do these things by 
cooperating with God…by leveraging that which he provides. After all, God fills the 
mountain with iron ore, but leaves the forming of steel girders and train locomotive 
building up to us. God provides the marble, but we humans build the cathedral. God 
provides the river’s rushing waters, but taming its fury and converting it into electricity is 
our job. So, you see, God requires the efforts of us ─ the likeness of his image ─ in 
order for the greatness of our God-given potential to be realized.  
 

Now if God has left some things dependent on our thinking and working, then doesn’t it 

follow that there would be things dependent on our praying. How about relationship? 

God, our Father, wants to have a relationship with us, his children. To have a 

relationship, we have to be willing to communicate. Praying is communicating ─ it’s 

talking to and listening to God. So, once again, God created us to be in relationship with 

him and for that to happen, our cooperation is required. It’s really pretty amazing when 

you think about it. 

Your brother in Christ,  

 


