
Continuing God’s Good Work 
I’ve got a long list of favorite Scripture verses, but one of my all-time favorite “go to’s” is found in the first 

chapter of Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Along with thanking his Philippian parishioners for their friendship and 
faithfulness, Paul offered them words of hope-filled encouragement saying, “I am certain that God, who began the 
good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns” (vs 6). 
If you were one of the 350+ folks who joined in the bicentennial celebration of Old McKendree Chapel, those 
words from Paul, no doubt, rang truer than ever. They sure did for me. Just think, God began a good work among 
his McKendree Methodists two centuries ago, and that good work continues today in and through us; God’s 21st 
century New McKendree Methodists. What’s more, isn’t that the beauty of Methodist Connectionalism? As I 
listened to Bishop Robert Farr—our 21st century Bishop—address the crowd of worshippers on the same grounds 
and in front of the same one-room chapel that Bishop William McKendree addressed a similar crowd of 
worshippers 200 years prior, it occurred to me that we’re not only connected as one Body of Christ to present day 
believers, but we’re connected to believers across the span of time. You and I are connected to the same God 
who began the good work in and through his McKendree Methodists 200 years ago, and continues that work in 
and through us; his present day New McKendree Methodists. I, for one, thank God to be a part of it! 

And, God certainly is continuing his good work here at New McKendree. Just take the last 60 days as a for 
instance. On Saturday, August 17th, we gathered at South Campus as one big New McKendree family for an End 
of Summer Bash. It wasn’t a High Street thing. It wasn’t a South Campus thing. It was a New McKendree 
thing…and it was awesome! On Sunday (the very next day), we introduced a number of enhancements to our 
South Campus Sunday experience. We enhanced the “nurture” aspect of our Sunday mornings by launching two 
new Adult Sunday school classes and an elementary age Sunday school class.  We also enhanced the 
“fellowship” aspect of our Sunday gatherings by offering a dedicated and intentional, 10 to 10:30, fellowship time. 
Our South Campus enhancements have also included changes to the order and flow of the worship service.   

And speaking of worship…both of our High Street services continue to flourish; and even more so now that 
our incredible Chancel and Bell Choirs are back and in full swing. Our Saturday 5 pm and Sunday 9 am 2019 
year-to-date average worship attendance is up 20% and 6% respectively compared to 2016 through 2018 year-to-
date average attendance.  What’s more, we’ve been blessed with 27 new members so far this year; more new 
family members have joined us already this year than all of last year. See what I mean? God began a good work 
in his McKendree Methodists long ago, and he’s continuing that good work in us; his vibrant and growing New 
McKendree Methodists. You and I have the privilege of participating in God’s good work!   

Coming up in October, we’ll all have the opportunity to fuel that good work into the future by way of our 
annual “generosity campaign.” As in years past, each New McKendree UMC family member will be asked to 
prayerfully consider how you might participate in the ongoing ministries of our church home through your generous 
financial support. And then, during our October 26/27 worship services, we’ll pledge our support as an act of 
worship by offing to God our “Estimate of Giving” cards. In my heart of hearts, I believe that if our generosity flows 
from the gifts God generously bestows upon each of us, then the resources needed for our church’s vital 
ministries—financial and otherwise—will take care of themselves.   

And why do I believe this? Because “God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until 
it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” 

Your brother in Christ,  

 


