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Dear New McKendree Family, 
 

New McKendree is a church family 
that’s always on the move.  Moved 
by the Spirit of God’s love, for two 
centuries our church’s faithful serv-
ants have served as courageous 
beacons of God’s light in our Jack-
son community and beyond.  That’s 
the legacy we’ve inherited; a love 
for God that’s reflected in our love for one another and our communi-
ty.  Ours is to carry that legacy into the next generation of faithful New 
McKendree servants.   
 

Thanks to the faith and sacrifice of those who’ve come before us, we’re 
abundantly blessed with two beautiful ministry facilities that, together, serve 
as our church home.  Our MOVE initiative is a standing invitation for us all 
to give God thanks for the home we’ve inherited while at the same time 
preparing and equipping our church home to be the place from which 
God grows and sends disciples into future generations.   
 

I believe our God, who began His good work movement in our New 
McKendree family two centuries ago, is challenging us today to coura-
geously continue His good work.  I thank God for the opportunity to contin-
ue this good work movement with you, my New McKendree Church family, 
and I challenge each one of you to join me in praying, serving, and    
sacrificially giving to God’s bold kingdom-building work.   

 
 

 

God, who began a good work in you, will continue his 

work until it is finished on the day Christ Jesus returns.               
Philippians 1:6 4 
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Our Mission 
Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.   

Over the four years that we’ve partnered with our community 

and Feed My Starving Children: 

 

 

 

 

 3,680 volunteers have served 

 861,792 meals have been packed 

 2,344 kids were served a meal per day for a year 

 $71,000 were raised to sponsor the food packs 

Through our partnership with Eagle Lake     

Summer Day Camp: 

Since starting a camp from the ground up for 

students: 

 

 

 

Over 500 students have attended our YFI youth 

group. 

 182 students have attended 

 $10,000 in scholarships have been 

given. 

 910 campers have attended 

 $54,000 in scholarships have been 

given 
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Since 2013, 45 different participants have traveled to serve in 

Haiti.  As a church we’ve sent more than $68,000 to Haiti for dis-

aster recovery, construction projects, school supplies, and food 

for both the residents of Good Shepherd Orphanage and the 

church in Bwadjout. 

Over the last few years we’ve committed to sponsor as many as 

80 children, mostly in Haiti, through Compassion Internation-

al.  Currently individual members of our church family sponsor 

approximately 60 children in the area of Haiti in which our team 

has visited. 

In 2021 we launched our Breaking Bonds residential addiction 

recovery ministry. 

 65 men have entered the pro-

gram and 11 have graduated.   

 We received a $50,000 grant 

from the Southeast District UMC.  

 The Missouri Annual Confer-

ence granted $100,000. 

 Our congregation has given 

over $43,000 toward ministry 

costs and expansion. 9 



 

 

Our History 

1819 
Old McKendree Chapel, our namesake, was built and the 

original structure still stands today.  If not for the efforts of 

New McKendree Church in the 1920s the building may 

have been completely lost. 

1841 
The first Methodist Church in Jackson was built of logs at the 

corner of West First (Washington) and North High Street.  The 

church was destroyed during the Civil War, but by 1870 the 

congregation constructed a new building. 
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With the mission to create new places for new people, New McKendree 

South Campus was built.  A contemporary worship service was launched 

that has opened the door to many who have since come to know the 

love of Christ.  An online campus was launched in 2020 and a weekly 

Breaking Bonds worship service was started in 2021. 

2005 

The congregation experienced substantial growth and decided to       

relocate and build a new church.  The lot on South High Street was      

acquired and construction on the sanctuary and rotunda was complet-

ed in 1910.  The church was named New McKendree Church.  After    

tremendous growth more space was needed for Christian education.  In 

1958 the Education Building was completed. 

1908 
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MOVE is our response to an ever-deepening love of Christ, 
an appreciation of our legacy, and our obedience to our 
calling to continue our mission for generations to come. 
 
Faithful to God’s call, the forward-thinking servants in     
generations past sacrificially built the facilities that we’re 
now blessed to call home.  They provide a welcoming 
place for us to share the love of Christ with others.  Our     
facilities reflect who we are and the God we serve. Whether 
at our beautiful, 114-year-old High Street facility or our 16-
year-old South Campus facility, these spaces provide a 
place for us to come together to experience the love of 
Christ, nurture one another, and then carry the nurturing 
love we’ve received out our doors and into our community 
and beyond.  
 
In order for us to continue to be participants in God’s      
ongoing good work, we need to equip our facilities to be 
relevant and welcoming spaces. For the sake of tomorrow’s 
New McKendree servants, we must begin today doing the 
heavy lifting of maintaining and updating our home so our 
next generation may continue God’s good work within our 
family, in our community, and beyond.  
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Future generations will hear about the wonders of the 
Lord.  His righteous acts will be told to those not yet 
born.  They will hear about everything he has done.  

Psalms 22:30-31 
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Our Progress 

 

Phase 1—$396,000 

 

 

 

 

 Tuck-point High Street sanctuary building 

 Clean and water seal High Street sanctuary and          

education buildings 

 Roof repair to both High Street sanctuary’s north and 

south towers 

 

Phase 2—$141,160 

 

 

 Water seal the High Street sanctuary       

foundation 

 Replace High Street sanctuary’s north       

entrance stairs and landing 

 Replace the High Street north tower’s        

deteriorating plaster with drywall 

Our church leadership, for the last several years, has been diligently investigat-

ing the required maintenance, accessibility, and modernization needs of both 

our High Street and South Campus facilities.  Working with an architect and 

general contractor, the overall scope of work was divided into three phases.  
 

Our God, who is faithful to provide, has already made the first two MOVES! 

Thanks to legacy gifts left by generous New McKendree servants, a significant 

portion of our High Street exterior maintenance, Phase 1, was completed and 

paid for in the Fall of 2021.  And thanks to our church family’s generous year-

end giving, we have the necessary funds on hand to complete Phase 2 in the 

Spring of 2022.  
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Our Challenge 

 

High Street Sanctuary beautification and modernization 

$491,000 * 

 

 

 

Maintaining and enhancing our 114-year-old sanctuary’s 

traditional beauty while equipping it with modern features 

that will better serve our ministry needs and the needs of 

future New McKendree disciples.  

Phase 3 — $1,184,000 
 

What God is calling us to do next requires our entire church family’s       

engagement.  This sum represents our bold participation in the ongoing 

good work that God has begun.  This will allow us to update the beautiful  

facilities we’ve inherited to better serve our ministry needs today and into 

future generations. 

MOVE focuses on three areas of facility          

enhancement and modernization: 
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High Street accessibility and Fellowship Hall improvements 

$426,000 * 

 Improving our facility’s accessibility and modernizing our        

Fellowship Hall will allow us to provide welcoming spaces for 

every member of our church family and the community we’re 

blessed to serve.  

 

South Campus hospitality and outreach enhancements 

$205,000 * 

 

 

 

Capitalizing on the ideal location of our modern South 

Campus facility with digital signage and welcoming park-

ing will expand our outreach, hospitality, and accessibility 

for our already spiritually vibrant worship and expanding 

ministry.  

* These totals include a 10% contingency for unforeseen construction costs, 
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Our Response                     

 

MOVE is more than a capital improvement         
campaign.  MOVE is our opportunity to obediently   
respond to God, who is forever moving among us 
and forever sustaining our lives with His life-giving   
Spirit.  So, in the spirit of the generations of faithful 
New McKendree servants who’ve come before us, 
it's now our turn to MOVE with God by submitting 
our individual lives and the life of our church family 
to His ongoing kingdom-building work. 

God has begun a good work in us. Now’s the time for 
us, united as one body of Christ, to catch the vision 
and faithfully follow God’s lead into the next good 
work phase God seeks to do in and through His New 
McKendree family.  
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  Each of us is invited to seek opportunities to use  
  the gift of our time and talents in service to God  
  through our church family. 

  Each of us is invited to prayerfully thank God for      
  the legacy we’ve received and for the legacy   
  he’s creating in us. 

  Each of us is invited to MOVE beyond our com-   
  fort zone and trust God with radical generosity. 

Our primary MOVE goal:    
100% ENGAGEMENT 
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Our Commitment 

 

MOVE with God by prayerfully asking God to reveal ways you can 
participate with your New McKendree family in God’s kingdom-
building work.  Consider the following...   
 

 What part does God want me to play in this vision? 
 What sacrifice can I make? 
 What will stretch my faith and help me grow in the 

grace of giving? 

We’re asking every New McKendree family  
member to dream big dreams,  

pray big prayers, and MOVE with God.  

IMAGINE 

Imagine how our facilities may… 
 

 Be used in new ways for new people to meet the love of Christ.  
 Be used for new disciples to develop their God-given gifts &       

talents. 
 Provide a nurturing, welcoming place where Christ-centered           

relationships are grown and from which disciples are sent.   

PRAY 

Pray for… 
 

 The stewardship of every space, every dollar, and every decision.  
May God be glorified. 

 The financial resources.  May this project be the product of      
generosity. 

 Our general contractor, architect, and construction workers who 
will be a part of the project.  Through their participation, may this 
be an opportunity for them to encounter the love of a creative 
God. 
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Our secondary MOVE goal:  
$1,184,000 EXPANDED GIVING   

Growing in Generosity 
 

Our prayer is that God would help each of us become more fearless and 
generous for the sake of Jesus and His mission.  How is God calling you to 
MOVE in your journey? 
 
 First Time Giver—I  have not yet given financially to the work of God, 

but I desire to take my first step of faith toward joyful, radical sacrifice in 
order to help continue the advancement of God’s kingdom. 

 
 Regular Giver—I periodically or sporadically give financially but I desire 

to take another step of faith toward becoming a regular giver toward 
God’s work. 

 
 Expanded Giver—I have been regularly giving to God, and I am sens-

ing that He is calling me into deeper faith and dependence on Him.  I 
am going to expand the percentage of my giving to continue the work 
of Christ. 

 Activity Per Month Average X 24 Months X 250 Families  

 Television Subscription $40  $960  $240,000   

 Starbucks/Scooters Drinks $50  $1,200  $300,000   

 Weekly Fast Food Meal for Family $100  $2,400  $600,000   

 Weekly Round of Golf/Manicure $170  $4,080  $1,020,000   

Additional food for thought... 

Small Steps                 BIG MOVES 

 



 

 

                

Our Giving  

 

There are many giving strategies that can help you participate in a meaningful way.  

Godly stewardship is asking God to lead you on how to use your income, regular 

spending, and invested resources.  God desires that His children give a tithe of their 

earnings.  Could you give the eleventh, twelfth, or thirteenth part of your earnings to 

MOVE?  Sacrifice also means changing your lifestyle and priorities to create addition-

al resources to grow your participation in MOVE. 

Check/Automatic Withdrawal/Credit Card/App 

These are the most common giving methods. Donating 

is as simple as writing a check or authorizing a recurring 

automatic withdrawal from your bank account or 

charge on your credit card. Checks should be made 

payable to New McKendree United Methodist 

Church and noting Capital Campaign as the memo. 

You can also make a gift through our convenient New 

McKendree App on your smartphone. 

Gift of Stock/Property 

Charitable gifts of stocks, bonds or mutual funds, as well 

as gifts of property (e.g. homes, farmland, crops) may 

offer special tax advantages.  The church office can  

arrange an appointment to discuss procedures in     

donating physical assets or complex gifts. 

From Your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 

IRA account owners that are over the age of 70½ can 

make a Qualified Charitable Donation (QCD) of $100,000 per year that satisfies the 

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD).   

New McKendree $1.2M 
 Expanded Giving 

 

Investments Needed  

1  $ 150,000  

1  $ 100,000  

1  $ 75,000  

1  $ 50,000  

2  $ 35,000  

4  $ 25,000  

6  $ 20,000  

7  $ 15,000  

10  $ 12,000  

12  $ 10,000  

15  $ 7,500  

18  $ 5,000  

20  $ 2,400  

23  $ 1,000  

Many   $ 500  
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Years of water damage have blemished our beautiful High Street sanctuary’s appearance and 

have restricted the use of parts of the building.  We are called to be stewards of God’s resources.  

Therefore, we need to not only maintain to meet our immediate ministry needs but also pass along 

to the next generation up-to-date, well-maintained facilities from which to continue God’s kingdom

-building work. 

Our High Street sanctuary is a historic, 114-year-old limestone facility adorned with traditional 

stained glass, plastered walls, a pipe organ, and ornate pews.  Unfortunately, exterior water dam-

age, which has been rectified, has caused damage to the interior.  Repairs to affected areas, in 

addition to much-needed facility updates, are costly endeavors.  The goal of our church leader-

ship is to maintain both our High Street and South Campus facilities to a level of excellence that re-

flects our excellent ministry.  

Why is the majority of the investment and work being                                                 

done at our High Street Campus? 

The MOVE initiative should have no effect on our operational ministry budget.  New McKendree is 

an incredibly generous church family.  Financially participating in the MOVE initiative is intended to 

be over and above your current giving.  The many ministries that our church family is currently en-

gaged in and support cannot take a backseat, financially or otherwise, to our MOVE initiative.   

How will the MOVE initiative impact our church                                          

operational ministry budget?   

Why do we need this now?               

Are there any projects planned for our South Campus facility? 

As it relates to our MOVE initiative, our greatest South Campus needs are twofold:  a digital church 

marquee and replacement of the gravel parking with a concrete surface.  Our South Campus fa-

cility was constructed 16 years ago using modern construction materials and methods.  Over the 

past three years, we have replaced all five of the facility’s HVAC units, updated the sound system, 

and installed Livestreaming capabilities.  Our church leaders have developed a long-term plan to 

maintain our South Campus facility’s beauty and functionality.   

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
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I worship at South Campus.  Why should I participate in a                   

project aimed predominantly at our High Street campus? 
New McKendree is one church family blessed with two campuses.  Both campuses are led by the 

same pastor and lay leadership team, served by the same staff, and our church family’s         

combined generosity funds ministry at both campuses.   

When our New McKendree members were led by God to build our South Campus facility, the intent 

was that we would functionally, spiritually, and missionally, serve as one united church family.      

Forward-thinking New McKendree servants generously contributed to a modern facility built to     

accommodate a modern style of worship.  Although many were personally more comfortable with 

traditional worship, they recognized the need and sacrificially invested for the sake of reaching new 

people with the love of Christ.  The buildings that make up the New McKendree congregation are 

vessels for us to deliver God’s Word and make disciples.  Our shared mission knows no boundary or 

address. The strength of New McKendree is our unified dedication to sharing the light and love of 

Christ.   

Our Church Council, comprised of twelve lay members and our lead pastor, is responsible for the 

strategic leadership of our church family.  Prior Church Councils have worked to address our facility 

maintenance and modernization needs.  In 2021, our leaders enlisted the help of an architectural 

firm and general contractor to assist with addressing our immediate maintenance needs and a 

modernization strategy that will ensure our facilities are relevant spaces for ministry well into the    

future.   

Yes, we could.  We could simply invest back in the High Street sanctuary to restore its beauty and 

function. To do so, though, would put us in the position of always playing catch up.  Our goal is to 

not just continue doing great ministry in the present but equip our facilities to serve future ministry 

opportunities.  Our facilities are our ministry “vehicles” that help us accomplish this work.  As stewards 

of our incredible ministry “vehicles,” we’re called to not simply fix them, but invest in them so that 

they will serve future New McKendree disciples.   

Couldn’t we simply “fix” the High Street sanctuary                                

and stop there? 

Who are the decision-makers behind this project? 

If you have additional questions please call the 
church office to set up an appointment with a 

pastor or church council member. 
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