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Easter’s Over…Now What?
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“The Mission of New McKendree United Methodist Church is to make
new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Preschool VBS
May 30th through June 1st
South Campus
All preschoolers ages 3-5 and parents
are invited to attend our underwater
themed
Vacation
Bible
School!
Preschoolers will hear the stories of
Noah, Jonah and Naaman while having
fun with games, music, crafts and
snacks!
Register at www.newmckendree.org/vbs
or get a form from the welcome desk.
Days and Times Are:
Thursday, May 30th 5:30-7:00 pm
Friday, May 31st 5:30– 7:00 pm

Another Lenten season has come and gone. The marathon is over. We’ve emerged from the shadows of Good Friday and
arrived at the glorious light of Easter Morn. The empty tomb and the testimony of the women confirm it; our Savior has risen,
God’s love trumped our sins, and life begins anew. Now what? What do we do with the gift of Easter morning’s grace…that
undeserved “do-over” that Jesus won for us on the cross? How has it changed us and, more importantly, how will we communicate our “gift of new beginning” to others?
I’m thinking ole Fred struggled with that very question. You see, Fred and his wife Edna went to the state fair every year. Every year Fred would say, “Edna, I’d really like to ride in that there airplane.” And every year Edna would say, “I know Fred, but that airplane ride costs
ten dollars, and ten dollars is ten dollars.” One year Fred and Edna went to the fair and Fred said, “Edna, I’m 71 years old. If I don’t ride that airplane
this year I may never get another chance.” Edna replied, “Fred that there airplane ride costs ten dollars, and ten dollars is ten dollars.” The pilot overheard them and said, “Folks, I’ll make you a deal. I’ll take you both up for a ride. If you can stay quiet for the entire ride and not say one word, I won’t
charge you, but if you say one word its ten dollars apiece.” Fred and Edna agreed and up, up and away they went. The pilot put them through the
paces with every kind of twist, turn, roll, and dive he could muster. To his amazement, though, his elderly passengers uttered not a peep. When they
landed the pilot turned to Fred, “By golly, I did everything I could think of to get you two to yell out, but you didn’t.” Fred replied, “Well, I was going to
say something when Edna fell out, but ten dollars is ten dollars.” It’s kind of the same when it comes to sharing our Christian faith, the trick is knowing when to talk and when to keep your mouth shut.
What’s more, if words need to be spoken, what’d you say? Do you quote some scripture? Do you tell them about your awesome church? Well, maybe. But, how about this: make it personal…tell them your story. I’m not sure where I read the following testimony, but it illustrates my point.
The young pastor stood up and walked over to the pulpit to introduce the elderly guest preacher that was to deliver the morning’s message. As
the elderly man walked to the front of the church, the pastor told his congregation that this was one of his dearest friends. “I’d like to tell you a
story,” said the elderly man. “A father, his son, and his son’s best friend were fishing off the Pacific coast. A storm blew up and the boat was
capsized. The father swam back to the boat and immediately began to search the ocean surface for the two boys. After a few frantic minutes he
found them a short distance away, caught in the current, and moving away from the boat. The father found a rope, tied it to the boat, and turned
to throw it. Suddenly he realized he would have to decide which boy he would throw the rope to. He remembered that his son was a Christian
and the other boy was not, so he first threw the rope to his son’s friend. As soon as the boy was hanging on to the boat, the father turned to
look for his son. The boy was never found and his body was never recovered.” The old man continued, “Whenever I tell that story, I remember
what God must’ve felt when he gave his Son for me.”
Two boys were sitting on the front pew hanging on every word until the service was over. After the crowd started to leave, they cornered their
pastor and said, “That can’t possibly be true! No father would give up the life of his son to save his son’s friend.” The young pastor smiled and
said, “I know the story is true, because I was his son’s best friend.”
So what’s your story? Maybe it’s not as dramatic as this one, but one thing’s for sure; your Easter story is a one-of-a-kind gift tailor-made especially
for you by your Father. And, like all gifts bestowed upon us by our loving Father, it’s meant to be shared with others. So, here we are. Easter’s over.
The gift’s been received. Now its time to share it!

Your brother in Christ,

A Word from Our New McKendree UMC Lay Leader
Friends,
What an amazing Easter season it has been at New McKendree! God continues to bless us all in so many ways. One shining
example is the way he allows us to work together along with our community to serve the least, the last and the lost around the
world. On April 12-13 there were 998 volunteers that gathered at the Jackson Civic Center to help feed hungry children. Feed My
Starving Children brought their Mobile Food Pack Program back to Jackson for our 4th Annual event. Our goal was to pack
233,000 meals that weekend. Not only did we meet our goal, we exceeded it by packing 241,272 meals. To many of us that is
just a number, but to 661 kids, it means they will get a meal a day for a year.
It is also important to note that 16 other churches and organizations from around our community committed both money and volunteers to help make
this happen. It was truly amazing to watch the body of Christ come together in that room to serve as his hands and feet.
Thanks to all who participated in this event.
Blessings,

Love God, Love People, Serve God’s People

United Methodist Women News

Children and Youth News

Pastor Jimmie’s Wednesday morning Bible study group’s last
meeting before summer break is May 22nd.

UMW Spring District Meeting is Saturday, April 27th at
Kennett. The church van will be available if you need a ride and
will leave the church parking lot at 7:15 am. Please call Mary if
you plan to attend the meeting.

Children’s Ministry
South Campus Children’s Church—10:15 am in the Children’s Wing! Check-in at the welcome desk!
High St. Sunday School—10:15 am in the Education Building, 1st Floor! Check-in at the choir room!

Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors. Please help support our radio
ministry by sponsoring a broadcast in celebration or in memory of a
loved one or event. There are several dates available. Call the
church office at 243-8487 to reserve your broadcast.
May Communion Offering supports the Flood Bucket Ministry.
Church Council Meeting is Monday, May 20th, 6:30 pm in the Cox
Conference Room.
New McKendree is looking for volunteers to
help with the mowing this season at South
Campus. Please contact Ryan Shelton at 573-2707040 or Todd Shelton at 573-275-4774 if you would
like to help out. Thanks!
Hope House Children’s Home Meals Signup New McKendree
needs volunteers to provide a Wednesday evening meal for the
Hope Children’s Home in Jackson. Call the church office 243-8487
to sign-up!

Church Family News
Who Cares? We Do! Report your joys, concerns, deaths,
hospitalizations, births, and prayer requests to the church office at
243-8487.
In Christian Sympathy, we affirm our resurrection faith to family
and friends of Margie Crites, who passed away, Tuesday, April 1 st
and to family and friends of John Kruse, who passed away,
Tuesday, April 23rd.
Congratulations to Tony and Sherry Hammes at the birth of their
grandson, Ty Clement Adams, on April 15th! Proud parents are
Steven and Jessea Adams.

Pushpay
Thanks to all who’ve taken advantage of our new Pushpay
giving platform. To date we’re averaging $1,931 weekly
through Push Pay; 56 have made their offering using Pushpay
and 29 folks have made the move to become recurring givers.
While this new technology is in no way intended to render the
Sunday offering plate obsolete, it does provide a convenient
way for us to financially support the ministries of our church
even on the Sundays when we can’t be physically present in
worship. If you haven’t yet given it a try, I encourage you to
do so.
Need some help getting started? Grab your cell phone
and…
1. Text “NMUMC” to 77977.
2. Enter the amount you’d like to give.
3. Decide whether this is a one-time gift or a recurring gift.
4. Choose the giving type (General Fund or Communion)
5. Enter your name, email, and phone number. (Pushpay
will save your information after first use.)
6. Choose “Next” and you’ll be prompted to enter some
financial information.
7. When you’re done, choose “Give” and you’re all set!

The UMW will be going to the SEMO Food Bank on Monday,
April 29th. Van leaves the church parking lot at 8:15 am.
General UMW Meeting is Tuesday, May 7th, 10 am at Old
McKendree Chapel. Please bring a sack lunch, your drink and
a lawn chair. The program will be presented by Nancy Haertling
regarding the history of Old McKendree Chapel.
Remember to save your stamps and Best Choice Labels.

Circle Meetings in May
Hope Circle meets Sunday, May 12th at 10:15 am in the
Fellowship Hall, Mary and Martha Circle meet Monday, May
20th in the church parlor, and Esther Circle meets Tuesday,
May 21st at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.
The Church Wide Annual
UMW Yard Sale is May 23rd,
24th and 25th at South
Campus! Yard Sale begins at
7 am. All items donated to
sale must be clean and in good
working condition. Please note
we cannot accept analog TV’s
or computers. Items needed are FURNITURE, lawn mowers,
patio furniture, washers, dryers, bicycles, household items, baby
equipment, appliances, jewelry, books, decorative items, linens,
toys, games, and clothing for all ages. Items can be brought to
South Campus on Sunday, May 19th from 1 pm to 5 pm;
Monday and Tuesday, May 20th and 21st from 8 am to 5 pm or
by appointment. Call Julie Combs at (204-1701) if you need
your items picked up.
Volunteers are needed Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, May
20th, 21st, 22nd to get items ready and also to work the sale on
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. Also need volunteers to box
up leftovers at 2 pm on Saturday. No early sales except for
volunteers who work 6 hours or more. Proceeds of the sale will
be applied to our world service apportionment which supports
missions and missionaries locally and around the world.

Church Office hours are changing!
Beginning the week of May 20th, our office hours will be
Monday through Thursday, 8 am to noon and 1 pm to
4:30; closed on Fridays. In the case of a pastoral
emergency you may either leave a message on the
church office answering machine or contact one of our
pastors directly.

Children and Youth Ministry Volunteer Appreciation Day— Sunday, May 12th
We will be recognizing all of those who have served this school year at all worship
services.
Graduation Sunday—Sunday, May 19th We will be recognizing all those who have
graduated at all worship services. Please submit your graduates information on the
back side of the worship attendance card in your bulletin by May 15th.
Final YFI Meeting—Tuesday, May 7th will be our final YFI for the semester. Meetings
will resume in August!
Xtreme Camp Registration Deadline—The last day to complete your
registration for Xtreme Camp is May 27th. All teens going into grades 6
thru 12 (Fall 2019) are invited to attend Xtreme Camp from June 11 th
thru 15th at Eagle Sky Camps. Xtreme Camp is a fast paced, fun, and
high energy experience. Campers will explore the story of God while
having a ton of fun and building relationships that will change their lives.
Cost is $350. Use scholarship code New1260716 to get $50 off,
contact the office for additional scholarships. Register online at
www.nextgencamps.org/camp/xtreme.
Summer day camp with Eagle Lake will be August 5th-9th,
2019 for children ages 6-12 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm daily.
We’re hosting camp at both High Street and South Campus
(South Campus is almost full!) Every camper can use
scholarship code NEWMK25 to get at $25 scholarship from New
McKendree! Campers can also receive $20 referral discounts
for each camper they invite that’s never been to an Eagle Lake
Camp before. We have additional half and full scholarships
available. Parents must submit an application online before you
register. Register online at www.eaglelakecamps.com/newmckendree.

Sunday, April 28th 6pm
South Campus
Join Tim Winborne and the Praise Team for a night
of uplifting and encouraging worship!

