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“The Mission of New McKendree United Methodist Church is to make
new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Of all the celebrations, days of observance, and seasons that make up our Christian calendar, how many of you would list the
Lenten season as your favorite? I know I wouldn’t. In fact, in the interest of full disclosure, I must admit that I’m not that fond of
Lent. But Christmas…well, that’s another story. After all, Christmas is a celebration. But Lent—the season that begins with
ashes and ends with a cross—is anything but a celebration. Think about it. When’s that last time you received an invitation to
attend a Lenten party or gathered with family and friends to celebrate Ash Wednesday? The very thought is absurd. It’s absurd
because Lent, unlike Christmas, is not a call to gather in celebration; it’s a call for us to step away from the world’s noise and
busy-ness for purpose of personal reflection. I don’t know about you, but given a choice between celebrating and reflecting, I’m going the party route
every time.
But, neither you nor I have that option. Like it or not, Lent is upon us once again. What’s more, we need for Lent to be here. Why? Because we
need the spiritual disciplines that are associated with the season. We need the individual reflection and the personal inventory that an honest observance of the season entails.
For many of us, exercising our faith entails doing a lot of “stuff.” Meaning, as we’ve grown in our faith we’ve also grown more and more active
in our faith community; A.K.A. our Church. That’s a good thing; a natural and outward expression of our inward, personal relationship with God. But,
even the most dedicated Christian servants need to break free from all the “outward stuff” and go intentionally to that deep place within…that place
on the inside where the very image of God resides.
Granted, such a journey to our inward depths is not easy. It takes discipline to set aside the predictability of our day-to-day busy-ness. It also
takes courage. Whether we admit it to ourselves or not, we instinctively know that when we do finally stop the outside activity and focus on what’s
within we’ll come face to face with God who is holding up a mirror so that we can see ourselves more clearly. But, deep within that solemn place
we’ll also find the healing love of God, the guidance of his wisdom, and the assurance of his saving grace.
Lent comes with an invitation. Not an invitation to a party, but an invitation to stop and let God be the god of our lives. If we do we’ll find that
when we emerge and step back into the “stuff” of life the blessing that we received within will be evidenced by the way we love and serve others.
So, welcome to Lent. Don’t just do something, sit there!
Your brother in Christ,

A Word from Our New McKendree UMC Lay Leader
What a joy it is to be able to participate in all the wonderful things God has set before us at New McKendree! I have had the
pleasure of serving this church in various capacities over the past several years and I am always proud of the efforts that are
being made to meet our mission. Do you know the mission of our church? If not, here it is…“The mission of New McKendree
United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” Over the past few weeks Pastor
Bryan has led a sermon series on the “love God, love God’s people, serve God’s people” process by which we at New
McKendree live into our disciple-making mission.

March 6th
7 pm
High Street Sanctuary
Come Join Us!

I want to brag on your church staff and council for a moment. We have a wonderful group of people with a heart for Christ that work very hard
to help New McKendree meet its mission. Our staff seems to be working well together and has taken on the task of better defining and documenting
the key processes that they use in the form of a documented Management System. This is a huge task that they are meeting with enthusiasm.
Take time to say thanks to the staff and council.
Over the past few months your church staff and council have been working hard to develop a budget for 2019. During this process our
Church Council has determined that we need to do a better job of making the congregation aware of how our finances work. Our challenge is to
manage a budget that is based on an unknown income that does not come in evenly throughout the year. Expenses come in on a regular basis
regardless of how much income the church receives. I am sure that all churches battle this problem, so we are not alone.
In an effort to make the congregation aware of these challenges, your Church Council will be setting up several meetings to discuss this. Be
on the lookout for specific dates and times. Please try to find some time to attend one of these meetings to learn how you can help.
Your brother in Christ,
Todd Rushing
NMUMC Lay Leader

Love God, Love People, Serve God’s People
Mark your calendar for March
13th! Make plans to join Pastor
Jimmie and Pastor Bryan for a 5week Lenten Bible Study entitled
“Thank God it’s Friday: The Seven
Last Words of Christ”. The study will meet in the Cox Conference
Room on Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm. See you in class!

Children and Youth News

Church Family News
Who Cares? We Do! Report your joys, concerns, deaths,
hospitalizations, births, and prayer requests to the church office
at 243-8487.
In Christian Sympathy, we affirm our resurrection faith to
Nancy Puchbauer and family at the death of her mother,
Evelyn Jeanette Roth, on February 7th.

Pastor Jimmie’s Wednesday morning Bible study group meets
every Wednesday, 9 am, Cox Conference Room.

We wish to congratulate Tyler and
Theresa Stearns at the birth of their
daughter, Elsie Ann, on January 14th!

Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors. Please help support our radio
ministry by sponsoring a broadcast in celebration or in memory of a
loved one or event. There are several dates available. Call the
church office at 243-8487 to reserve your broadcast.

Congratulations also to Burt and
Cynthia Hahs at the birth of their son,
Everett Leon, on January 31st!

March Communion Offering supports our 2019 Summer Day
Camps.
Go Team’s Fish Fry and UMW Bake Sale is this Saturday,
February 23rd, 4 to 7 pm at South Campus. Menu includes fried
catfish, chicken tenders, spiral potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw,
dessert, and drinks. Adults-$10, Ages 5 to 12-$5, Under age 5-free.
Proceeds support our 2019 youth camps. The March Fish Fry is
scheduled for Saturday, March 16th.
February Church Council Meeting is Monday, February 25th, 6:30
pm in the Cox Conference Room. March Council Meeting is
Monday, March 25th.
Spring Forward on Sunday, March 10th!
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour
Saturday evening before going to bed!

Pushpay
Thanks to all who’ve taken advantage of our new Pushpay
giving platform. To date we’re averaging $1,776 weekly
through Push Pay; 43 have made their offering using Pushpay
and 23 folks have made the move to become recurring givers.
While this new technology is in no way intended to render the
Sunday offering plate obsolete, it does provide a convenient
way for us to financially support the ministries of our church
even on the Sundays when we can’t be physically present in
worship. If you haven’t yet given it a try, I encourage you to
do so.
Need some help getting started? Grab your cell phone
and…
1. Text “NMUMC” to 77977.
2. Enter the amount you’d like to give.
3. Decide whether this is a one-time gift or a recurring gift.
4. Choose the giving type (General Fund or Communion)
5. Enter your name, email, and phone number. (Pushpay
will save your information after first use.)
6. Choose “Next” and you’ll be prompted to enter some
financial information.
7. When you’re done, choose “Give” and you’re all set!

United Methodist Women News
The UMW will be going to the SEMO Food Bank on Monday,
February 25th. Van leaves the church parking lot at 8:15 am.
Church Women United World Day of Prayer is Friday, March
1st at the First Presbyterian Church in Jackson. Registration
begins at 12:30 pm. The program, “Come—Everything is
Ready”, begins at 1 pm and tells about the history and culture of
Slovenia.
UMW General Meeting and 150th Birthday Celebration is
Tuesday, March 5th, 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall at High Street.
UMW weekend is March 23rd and 24th! The UMW invite you to
honor or remember your loved ones by participating in their
mission outreach candle burning ceremony that weekend. A
candle will be burning throughout the service for however many
minutes of donations have been received. The cost of the
candle to burn one minute is $22.77 but any amount can be
donated. Donations need to received by March 17th in order to
get the names listed in the bulletin. Please make checks
payable to the UMW and place it in the offering plate or drop it
off to the church office.
The UMW would also like to remind everyone to keep their
good used items when spring cleaning for the UMW Yard Sale
that will be held Memorial weekend at South Campus!
Proceeds will be donated to Church World Apportionments.

Circle Meetings in March
Hope Circle meets Sunday, March 10th at 10:15 am in the
Fellowship Hall, Mary and Martha Circle meet Monday, March
18th in the church parlor, and Esther Circle meets Tuesday,
March 19th at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.

Children’s Ministry

South Campus Children’s Church—10:15 am in the Children’s Wing! Check-in at the welcome desk!
High St. Sunday School—10:15 am in the Education Building, 1st Floor! Check-in at the choir room!
This month, we will begin laying the foundation for some very important future
conversations. Before we ever talk with kids and teens about what to do and not do with
their bodies, we need to start with who made their body and why that makes them so
valuable. And a great place to start is now, in the preschool years, with this simple but powerful truth—God
made me. Preschoolers need to learn now that they are wonderfully made by God, in His image. This makes
them very important and motivates them to respect themselves and others. Memory Verse: “I AM
FEARFULLY AND WONDERFULLY MADE.” PSALM 139:14, NIV Bottom Line: God made me!
God is one of a kind. He has no beginning and no end. Everything He
has created is unique and one of-a-kind, including people created in His
image. Every person is an original reflection of God in how they love,
care for others, imagine, create, and solve problems. Jesus lived this out in the way He loved all people, and
helped people feel like they had value no matter who they were or what they had done. We can reflect this in
the way we live out how God created us. Memory Verse: “HOW YOU MADE ME IS AMAZING AND
WONDERFUL. I PRAISE YOU FOR THAT. WHAT YOU HAVE DONE IS WONDERFUL. I KNOW THAT
VERY WELL.” PSALM 139:14, NIRV Life App: INDIVIDUALITY Discovering who you are meant to be.
Bible Adventure Day is March 31st from 2 to 5 pm in the Youth Activities Center at Cox Hall! All
children in 3rd thru 6th grade who haven’t been through the Bible Adventure Day workshop and received
their Bible from the church are invited to attend! Sign up on the back of the worship attendance card.
At the end of the workshop, students will be able to:
 Find any book in the Old or New Testaments using the Table of Contents
 Find any chapter in any book and any verse in any chapter
 Find parts of verses when the Bible reference uses the letters a, b and c with a
verse number
 Tell the difference between books with similar names
 Recognize the additional helps in a Bible and be able to use them
Easter Sunrise Service Rehearsals We have the awesome opportunity to lead worship at the historic Old
McKendree Chapel on Easter Sunday. All students are invited to participate in leading this worship
service. We will need worship leaders, musicians, actors, liturgists, greeters, ushers and a few to share
their testimony. Rehearsals will begin Sunday, March 3rd at 6:30 pm in the YAC.
Camp Scholarship Campaign Summer 2019 will be here before we know it and we need to be ready
to send kids and teenagers to camp! Our goal is to provide 105— $25 scholarships, 35—$150
scholarships and 35—$75 scholarships and 60—$50 scholarships. We also will provide lunch daily for
250 people. This comes to about $15,000. This will allow 60 teenagers to attend Xtreme Camp and
200 children to attend Eagle Lake Summer Day Camp. Pledge cards are available at the welcome
desk at High Street and South Campus.

.

OLD MCKENDREE CHAPEL
200TH ANNIVERSARY
200 th

To commemorate the
anniversary of Old McKendree, the
Old McKendree Board of Directors
will host an antique quilt show on
May 3 & 4 at the Family Life Center
at Centenary in Cape. We need two of the oldest quilts we
can find for the exhibit. If you have a quilt, contact Doris
Dace at 573-833-6916. Deadline is March 15th.

GLOW in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 21st, 6 pm, South Campus
Ages Preschool thru 5th Grade
Come join us for games, snacks, the Easter story, and of course, an Easter Egg hunt!
Bring your family, friends, an Easter basket, and get ready for a night of fun!

