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“The Mission of  New McKendree United Methodist Church is to make  
new disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world.” 

Connect with New McKendree 
 

Church Office: 225 S. High St., Jackson, MO  63755 
 

Phone No:  573-243-8487 

www.newmckendree.org 

@newmckendreeUMC 

facebook.com/NewMcKendree 

 

                            Christ’s Birth…The Gift of New Possibilities 

In just a few days our New McKendree family will join people from around the world to once again celebrate 
the birth of the Christ child; that long-ago, faraway birth that changed the fabric of creation forever.  It’s amaz-
ing to think that the whole world has been celebrating this birth for 2000+ years and counting.  I defy anyone to 
name another figure in human history whose birthday has been so universally celebrated for so long.  The fact 
that the whole world—the Christian world and the non-Christian world alike—still cherishes and celebrates the 

Christmas miracle is a miracle in itself!   

From a Christian perspective, I get it…I get that celebrating the birth of Emmanuel is central to who we are and what we believe.  But 
we Christians aren’t the only ones who cherish and celebrate the hope, peace, joy, and love of Christmas.  There’s just something in-
explicably miraculous about the way that this birth transcends the bounds of time, space, and culture to touch the hearts of all humani-

ty. 

Our Christian beliefs aside, I’m sure there’s some ivory-towered sociological explanation for Christmas’ timeless, universal impact, but 
I’ve found that in most instances ivory-towered explanations of anything are best left in the ivory tower.  That said, perhaps Christmas’ 
universal appeal can simply be tied to the reality that the birth of the Christ child, not unlike the birth of any child, represents for all of us 
an untarnished, clean slate of new opportunities and new possibilities.  Think about it.  Regardless of the circumstances surrounding a 
child’s birth—socioeconomic, cultural, or otherwise—a newborn baby enters the world pure…a blank slate unencumbered by history, 
hang-ups, and prejudices.  Whether the child is born into an affluent sophisticated culture, a primitive tribal culture, or any culture in 

between; the birth of a newborn baby universally represents the purity of new possibilities and the joy of renewed hope.   

At its very core, that’s certainly what the birth of God’s Son represents.  Humanity celebrates Christ’s birth because Christ is humanity’s 
child; God’s gift to all humanity sent to renew our hope in the joyful possibility of a new beginning…a clean slate do-over untainted by 

our tarnished past.   

As we gather as God’s New McKendree family to once again celebrate the miracle of Christ’s birth, I pray that as individuals and to-
gether as a church family we truly take time to bask in the glow of our Savior’s birth and the pure light of new possibilities and renewed 
hope that his gift represents.  And then, when the Christmas season has passed and we’re confronted with the reality of the New Year, 
may we resist the temptation to relegate God’s gift to merely a seasonal sentiment to be boxed up and stowed away with the rest of 
our Christmas décor.  My hope and prayer for us is that we’ll unwrap God’s gift…that together we’ll roll into 2020 filled with renewed 
hope in the assurance that God will fill our Christmas miracle blank slate with new possibilities and new opportunities to love and serve 

one another and our Jackson community.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

 

PS  Thank you all for the prayers, the kind words, and the love you expressed to Brenda and me during my busted eye episode.  I can’t 
speak for Brenda, but I especially enjoy the friendly pirate joke bantering. (My ornery sarcasm is obviously rubbing off.)  I’m truly hon-
ored to be your pastor and coworker in Christ and thank God for our Jackson home and New McKendree Church family. 
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Did you know that New McKendree is now in your app store? Download the app to stay  
up-to-date with events and receive instant notifications from your favorite ministries! You can 
even view the bulletin, fill out your attendance card and participate in the weekly offering directly 
from the app. Try it out and let us know what you think!  

New McKendree’s 2020 Leadership Council 

At Large Leaders 
Chairperson   Matt Puchbauer 
Lay Leader   Todd Rushing  
Lay Member to AC  Richard Hastings 

Pastor/Parish Relations 
Joyce McIntosh 
Todd Shelton 
Heather Styer 

Trustees 
Steve Brown 

Rodney Miller 
Bruce Holten 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

Chairperson           Pastor Bryan Wendling 
                                        Vice Chairperson              Mike Rushing 
                                        Lay Leader               Todd Rushing   

 

Committee Members:  Betty Henry, Nora Speight, Michele Litz, Sherry Hammes 

Finance 
Pee Wee Bartles 
Derieck Hodges 
Brandon Pylate 

Special Thanks to all of our servant leaders who faithfully served and now have completed their 3 year 
term:  Sara Pylate, Maureen Hodges, Chelsea Wichern, Wendy Dry, and Brian McCallister.  On behalf of 
our NMUMC Family, thank you for your wisdom, wise council, and leadership. 



 

Love God, Love People, Serve God’s People  
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Group meets at 9 am in the 
Cox Conference Room.  Class leader is Pastor Jimmie Corbin.  The 
class will not meet on December 25th and January 1st.  Everyone is 
welcome! 
 

Busy Women meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm at High Street. 
 

Card Ministry meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at 1 
pm in the Cox Conference Room at Cox Hall.  Ministry leader is 
Pastor Charles Buck.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

January Communion Offering supports camp scholarships. 
 

Hope House Meals Needed  We now have volunteers to provide a 
meal for every Wednesday of the month for the children of Hope 
House except for when there is a fifth Wednesday.  Call the church 
office at 243-8487 to volunteer for January 29th!  Thanks! 

Who Cares?  We Do!  Report your joys, concerns, deaths, 
hospitalizations, births, and prayer requests to the church office at 
243-8487. 

In Christian Sympathy, we affirm our resurrection faith to Maggie 
Wood and family at the death of her husband, Eddie, who passed 
away on Tuesday, December 10th. 

 

 

 

New McKendree is pleased to announce 
that Bobbi Hatler has joined our New 
McKendree church family!  Lets give her 
a warm welcome! 
 

 

 

Church offices will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday, 
December 24th and 25th for the Christmas holiday and also on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, December 31st and January 1st for the 

New Year holiday. 

End of Year Contributions  As the Holiday Season nears, we want 
to remind everyone that you still have time to get your year-end 
contributions to the church office.   Contributions must be 
postmarked by December 31st or placed in the offering plate by 
December 29th to be included in your 2019 giving statement.    
 
 
 
Church Offices will be closed when 
Jackson R2 schools are closed due to 
inclement weather. 

The UMW Mission Team Meeting is Tuesday, January  7th  at 
1 pm in the Fellowship Hall at High Street.   
 

Church Women United will meet Sunday, January 19th at 2 
pm at the First General Baptist Church in Cape Girardeau. 
 

Circle Meetings in December 

Hope Circle meets Sunday, January 12th at 10:15 am in the 
Fellowship Hall; Mary and Martha meet Monday, December 
20th at 7 pm in the church parlor, Esther Circle meets 
Tuesday, December 21st at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Heroes for Hope 
Please remember to turn in your Christmas offering for The 

Heroes for Hope Christmas program which will help 280 kids 
and their families with Christmas presents as well as 
food and basic household necessities.  

 
January Fish Fries 

The Go Team will have two fish fries in January!   The first one 
is January 11th and the second one is January 25th.  Serving is 
from 4 to 7 pm at South Campus.  Menu includes fried catfish, 
chicken tenders, spiral potatoes, baked beans, coleslaw, 
dessert, and drinks.  Adults are $10.00, ages 5 to 12 are 
$5.00, and under age 5 is free.  

United Methodist Women News 

 

Camp Scholarship Fish Fry   Students and children are needed to help work the Fish Fry on Saturday, January 
25th from 4 pm to 7 pm at South Campus.   We need help serving drinks, deserts, and seconds as well as clearing 
tables.  Proceeds will provide scholarships for Summer Day Camp and Xtreme Camp.  Wear your camp t-shirt!   
 

 

It's time to update those addresses.  If your student has moved dorms or rooms or graduated over the break, please 
contact the office with updates.  
 

 
 

Confirmation classes will begin January 5th at 12:30 pm at Cox Memorial Hall.  If your student is in the 8th 
grade or higher and has not signed up yet, please contact the office ASAP.    

 
 

 
 

 

Next Gen Ministries 

Church Family News 

Beginning, Wednesday January 8th from 6:30 to 8:00 pm (during hand bell rehearsal and Busy Women) 
in the Education Building, children will have the opportunity to work on various mission projects to help with 
needs in our community.  Children of all ages are invited.   

 
Please contact the church 
office before putting up event 
flyers in our church buildings.  
Thanks! 

Dates to Remember CHECK OUT THE REGISTRATION DEADLINES ON THESE EVENTS! 
 
 
 

Registration is open for Xtreme & Xtreme Ignited Camp (June 8-13)!  All students going 
into grades 6-12 in fall 2020 are invited.  Super Early Bird Rate of $275 expires January 
31st. Register today at www.newmckendree.org  Scholarships are available - apply online. 
(Only partial payment is due to qualify for the Super Early Bird Rate) 
 
 
 
Registration is open for Summer Day Camp (June 29-July 3)!  All children ages 6-12 
are invited!  Super Early Bird rate of $100 for the first 50 that register until December 
31st.  Early Bird rate is $125 until January 31st.  Scholarship are available - apply 
online.  Register today at www.newmckendree.org (Only a $25 deposit is due to qualify for 
the Super Early Bird Rate) 
 

GLOW New Year’s Eve Party is Dec 29th, 5:30 to 7pm at South Campus 1st—5th graders and 
their families are invited to ring in the New Year.  The night will include pizza, an indoor inflatable, 
laser tag, games, prizes, and a mock midnight countdown to bring in 2020 as a family!   

Children's Ministry Volunteers Needed (South Campus)  Our ministries are growing!  We have a large 
number of 2-5 year olds that need to hear about Jesus!  We have ideas, resources and the kids - now we just 
need you!  Please contact Pastor Charles Buck or Jordan Cunningham to volunteer! 

YFI Leader Meeting  Small group leaders will be meeting Sunday, January 5th at 6:00 pm in the YAC  
 

YFI meetings will resume Tuesday, January 7th at Cox Memorial Hall in the YAC.  Doors open at 5:30 pm 
and it's all over at 8 pm.  We're kicking off with a teaching series called "Real Friends" and it's all about 
friendships - what it takes to build them and maintain them.  We'll need people to donate and serve    

       snacks.  Opportunities to sign up with be sent out soon. 

Tuesday, December 24th 
South Campus, 5 pm 

High Street, 8 pm & 11 pm  

DNOW (February 13th-16th)  Our annual Disciple Now Retreat is coming soon!  Students 
stay with their friends in host homes of caring families from our church. Trusted small group 
leaders facilitate Bible study, prayer, relationship building and discussions in the host 
homes. The groups will travel to Crossroads Church with 100s of other students for dynamic 
worship lead by Father of Lights and challenging messages from Brent Gambrell. We’ll have 
fun and games at the SportsPlex!  Registration and payments can be made online at 
www.newmckendree.org or paper forms are available in the YAC or by using the New 
McKendree App. Cost is $45 until February 2nd - $60 after.  Scholarships are available - 
apply online. 

 MEN’S RETREAT 

Gentlemen…mark your calendars, 
save the date, and make plans to 
attend our 2020 Men’s Retreat at 
Camp Allen January 17-19. This 
year’s retreat weekend, entitled 
REFUGE, is based on Psalm 5:11. 
As any of the 30 gents that 
attended last year will tell you, it’s a 

great opportunity to get away from it all for a weekend 
of fun, fellowship, and mid-winter spiritual renewal. Use 
the QR code to the left or go to NMUMC website to get 
registered.  Questions or need more info?  Call Mark 
McEachern @ 972.439.4993. 

Other News 
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