
Christ’s Birth…The Gift of New Possibilities 

In just a few days our New McKendree family will join people from around the world to once again 

celebrate the birth of the Christ child; that long-ago, faraway birth that changed the fabric of creation 

forever. It’s amazing to think that the whole world has been celebrating this birth for 2000+ years and 

counting. I defy anyone to name another figure in human history whose birthday has been so universally 

celebrated for so long. The fact that the whole world—the Christian world and the non-Christian world 

alike—still cherishes and celebrates the Christmas miracle is a miracle in itself! 

From a Christian perspective, I get it…I get that celebrating the birth of Emmanuel is central to who we 

are and what we believe. But we Christians aren’t the only ones who cherish and celebrate the hope, 

peace, joy, and love of Christmas. There’s just something in-explicably miraculous about the way that 

this birth transcends the bounds of time, space, and culture to touch the hearts of all humanity. 

Our Christian beliefs aside, I’m sure there’s some ivory-towered sociological explanation for Christmas’ 

timeless, universal impact, but I’ve found that in most instances ivory-towered explanations of anything 

are best left in the ivory tower. That said, perhaps Christmas’ universal appeal can simply be tied to the 

reality that the birth of the Christ child, not unlike the birth of any child, represents for all of us an 

untarnished, clean slate of new opportunities and new possibilities. Think about it. Regardless of the 

circumstances surrounding a child’s birth—socioeconomic, cultural, or otherwise—a newborn baby 

enters the world pure…a blank slate unencumbered by history, hang-ups, and prejudices. Whether the 

child is born into an affluent sophisticated culture, a primitive tribal culture, or any culture in between; 

the birth of a newborn baby universally represents the purity of new possibilities and the joy of renewed 

hope. 

At its very core, that’s certainly what the birth of God’s Son represents. Humanity celebrates Christ’s 

birth because Christ is humanity’s child; God’s gift to all humanity sent to renew our hope in the joyful 

possibility of a new beginning…a clean slate do-over untainted by our tarnished past. 

As we gather as God’s New McKendree family to once again celebrate the miracle of Christ’s birth, I pray 

that as individuals and together as a church family we truly take time to bask in the glow of our Savior’s 

birth and the pure light of new possibilities and renewed hope that his gift represents. And then, when 

the Christmas season has passed and we’re confronted with the reality of the New Year, may we resist 

the temptation to relegate God’s gift to merely a seasonal sentiment to be boxed up and stowed away 

with the rest of our Christmas décor. My hope and prayer for us is that we’ll unwrap God’s gift…that 

together we’ll roll into 2020 filled with renewed hope in the assurance that God will fill our Christmas 

miracle blank slate with new possibilities and new opportunities to love and serve one another and our 

Jackson community. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 


