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Philippians 3:3-11 (NLT) 
3For we who worship by the Spirit of God are the ones who are truly circumcised. We rely on what Christ Jesus has done for us. We 
put no confidence in human effort, 4though I could have confidence in my own effort if anyone could. Indeed, if others have reason 
for confidence in their own efforts, I have even more! 
5I was circumcised when I was eight days old. I am a pure-blooded citizen of Israel and a member of the tribe of Benjamin—a real 
Hebrew if there ever was one! I was a member of the Pharisees, who demand the strictest obedience to the Jewish law. 6I was so 
zealous that I harshly persecuted the church. And as for righteousness, I obeyed the law without fault. 
7I once thought these things were valuable, but now I consider them worthless because of what Christ has done. 8Yes, everything 
else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything 
else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ 9and become one with him. I no longer count on my own righteousness 
through obeying the law; rather, I become righteous through faith in Christ. For God’s way of making us right with himself depends 
on faith. 10I want to know Christ and experience the mighty power that raised him from the dead. I want to suffer with him, sharing in 
his death, 11so that one way or another I will experience the resurrection from the dead. 

 

1. Philippians 3 opens with Paul warning/preparing the Philippians to be on guard against the Jewish zealots who would try to 
persuade them that salvation depended on submission to Old Testament laws, especially the rite of circumcision (verses 1-2).  
What was it about Paul that made him uniquely credentialed and qualified to offer such warning?   

2. Verses 5-8:  Paul confessed that, compared to knowing Christ, his pedigree, training, and zeal were worthless garbage.   
a. But how do you think God viewed the blessings of his pedigree, training, and zeal? 

b. What are some ways that God used Paul’s unique gifts and qualifications to spread the Good News and advance the 
Kingdom? 

c. Check out Acts 17:16-33 (Paul preaching in Athens). In what did Paul’s unique skill set uniquely qualify him to share the 
Gospel with the Athenian philosophers and sophists?  

3. Did Paul’s pedigree, qualifications, and achievements change and become useless when he met Jesus and was transformed on 
the road to Damascus, or did Paul’s perspective on his pedigree, qualifications, and achievements change? Explain… 

4. Explain in your own words what Paul means by “the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” 
a. What’s the difference between knowing religious stuff about God and knowing God? 

b. How did actually knowing Jesus, as opposed to knowing about Jesus, change Paul’s perspective? 

5. We all have a unique set of qualifications and achievements. If knowing Jesus is your life’s #1 priority, how does that change 
your perspective on your unique abilities and drive to achieve? 
a. Does it make you more or less ambitious? 

b. Or, does it change the object of your ambition?   

6. Society values and therefore rewards the achievers, but not underachievers. What does God value and therefore reward?     
a. If knowing Jesus is your #1 life objective, in what ways might God us your achievements and ambition to achieve to 

advance his Kingdom? 

b. In what ways might God use your life’s under-achievements/failures to advance his Kingdom?   


