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“The Mission of  New McKendree United Methodist Church is to make  
new disciples of  Jesus Christ for the transformation of  the world.” 

Connect with New McKendree 
 

Church Office: 225 S. High St., Jackson, MO  63755 
 

Phone No:  573-243-8487 

www.newmckendree.org 

@newmckendreeUMC 

facebook.com/NewMcKendree 

                                    The Church Growth Equation 

   Who among us doesn’t want our New McKendree Church family to grow?  I know I do!  But, what 
exactly constitutes growth?  Is growth the quantitative measurements of church membership and wor-

ship attendance, or is growth a more qualitative, less tangible function of an ever-deepening faith?   

   According to Acts 2, it’s both.  Referring to the growth of the first Christian Church, Luke records 
that “All the believers [meaning, all the current members of the church family] devoted themselves to 
the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and 

to prayer.”  In other words, those who were already members of the church family submitted to biblical instruction, invested 
in each other’s lives through intentional fellowship, and made worshiping together a priority.  That, in my mind, is the quali-
tative, less tangible side of church growth.  And the result: “Each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 
being saved.”  Put differently, the believers focused on growing their faith and the Lord took care of growing the numbers.  

When you think about it, it’s a pretty simple, time tested recipe for how to grow a church family. 

   So how’s this relate to our New McKendree church family?  We’re blessed with two campuses and three weekly worship 
experiences, each possessing its own unique personality and style.  While both our High Street Saturday evening and Sun-
day morning services have grown numerically over the past 12 months, our South Campus Sunday service has shown a 
slight decrease.  Granted, worship attendance isn’t the ultimate goal, but it is a good indicator that we’re falling short on our 

“devoted to teaching, and to fellowship, and to worship” side of the church growth equation.  

   It’s with that reality in mind that during our July 14th worship service, I informed our South Campus worshipers of specific 
ways we’re going to evolve the nurture, fellowship, worship aspects of our South Campus Sunday worship experience.  
First, the South Campus Sunday schedule will be moved up by 15 minutes (see schedule below).  Beginning on Sunday, 
August 18th, we’ll launch a children’s Sunday school class led by Jenny Shelton.  While Jenny has agreed to get this much 
needed class up and running, she can’t do it alone.  For our new children’s Sunday school class to flourish, we need par-
ents encouraging their kid’s participation as well as committed adults to assist in the classroom.  And, while the kids are in 

Sunday school, parents are free to attend one of our four adult Sunday school classes.   

   Another South Campus Sunday enhancement will be our 10:00 to 10:30 fellowship time in the worship area.  The intent is 
for this to be an informal time for church family members to get to know one another, engage in chit-chat, and enjoy a cup 

of coffee and a donut.  In other words, a time for good ole fashioned fellowship before our 10:30 worship begins.   

   As I put this South Campus “master growth plan” in writing I’m amazed at just how simple it sounds.  But then again, why 
be amazed?  After all, there was nothing complicated about the original Christian church’s recipe for growth.  Our church 
ancestors simply devoted themselves to growing in their faith, growing in their fellowship with one another, and growing 
through their authentic worship.  As for growing in numbers, the Lord took care of that part of the growth equation.  Why 

should it be any different for us? 
 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

225 S. High St. 
Jackson, MO  63755 
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Saturday, August 17th  

4:30-7:30pm  

South Campus 
Bring your whole crew and  

invite someone new for food, 

fun, and fellowship!   

As we close out the summer, 

join us for dinner, games,  

a cornhole tournament,  

foam pit, BINGO, pie baking 

contest, slip-n-slide, and more!   

Be sure to bring lawn chairs and 

pop-up tents  

if you have them! 

Volunteer opportunities are listed on the inside of the newsletter. 

SOUTH CAMPUS SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
BEGINNING AUGUST 18TH 

9 to 10  ~  Adult Sunday School/Children’s Sunday School 
10 to 10:30  ~  Fellowship in the Sanctuary 

10:30 to 11:30  ~  Worship Service 



 

Love God, Love People, Serve God’s People  

August Communion Offering supports Jackson R2 Backpack 
Program. 
 

Church Council Meeting is Monday, August 26th, 6:30 pm in the 
Cox Conference Room.   
 

New McKendree needs 
volunteers to provide a 
Wednesday evening meal 

for the Hope Children’s Home in Jackson.  Call the church office 
243-8487 to sign-up!  
 

 

Summertime Second Sunday Singers  The Second Sunday 
Singers provide special music during the summer months at High 
Street while the chancel choir is on hiatus. Just come 30 minutes 
before the 9 am worship service to practice a simple song. Please 
join the Second Sunday Singers on August 11th for the final 
performance of the summer!  

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study  Our 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study group 
will meet for the final time this summer 
on August 14th at 9 am in the Cox Hall 
Conference Room.  The class will be led 
by David Hopkins. 
 
 

Who Cares?  We Do!  Report your joys, concerns, deaths, 
hospitalizations, births, and prayer requests to the church office at 
243-8487. 
 

In Christian Sympathy, we affirm our resurrection faith to family 
and friends of Pat Brooks who passed away on July 9th; to Nick 
Donley and family at the passing of his mother, Kitty Durbin  on July 
11th; and to Mariola Yates and family at the passing of her 
husband, Ray (Bubba) Yates, who also passed on July 11th. 
 

Congratulations to Brandon and Kinsey 
Martin at the birth of their daughter, Clara 
James, on June 15th!  Clara also has a 
sister, Annabelle, and brothers Bailyn and 
Rilyn. 

 
 
 

New McKendree would like for you to 
meet their newest church family 
members, Daryl and Kim Hays!  The 
Hays joined New McKendree on July 
14th at High Street.  Also pictured is their 
son, Christopher. 
 
 
 

We also welcome Tony Hammes as a 
member of New McKendree!  Tony also 
joined on Sunday, July 14th at High Street.   

The UMW will be going to the SEMO Food Bank on 
Monday, August 26th. Van leaves the church parking lot at 
8:15 am. 

 
 

The UMW will be collecting 
school supplies to make school 
kits for the ShareFest in 
Dexter.  These school kits are 
given to children who live in 
impoverished schools and 
refugee camps. 
   

Items needed for one school kit are:  1 pair blunt child’s 
scissors, 1 –12 inch ruler, 5 new pencils with erasers, 1 large 
eraser, 1 box of 24 Crayola brand crayons, 1 hand held 
pencil sharpener, and 3 spiral bound notebooks of wide ruled 
paper containing 70 sheets of paper.  No filler paper is 
needed.  Items can be placed in a plastic bag and turned into 
your circle group, placed in collection boxes located at the 
back of the sanctuary at High Street and South Campus, or 
brought to the church office.  Items must be turned in by 

September 23rd.    

Gently used or new reading glasses are needed as well.  
Reading glasses are in great demand for those who sew or do 
other close work.  The gift of a pair of glasses may provide 
someone with a means of earning a living.   
 

The September UMW General Meeting will be September 
3rd at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall at High Street.  The 
program will be presented by Pastor Karen Nothdurft on her 
mission trip to Puerto Rico with illustrated photos.  All 
members attending are asked to bring a salad to share. 

 
 
 
Childcare positions are available at New McKendree. 
Childcare workers provide care and supervision during 
various programing at both of our locations. Must be at least 
22 years old. Applications are available on Indeed.com. 

 
We are in need of a push mower to mow 
in small areas at South Campus where our 
big mower cannot mow.  If you have one 
you would like to donate, please contact 
the church office at 243-8487.  Thanks! 
 
 

Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors.  
Please help support our radio ministry by 
sponsoring a broadcast in celebration or 
in memory of a loved one or event.  
There are several dates available.  Call 
the church office at 243-8487 to reserve 
your broadcast. 

United Methodist Women News 

 
A new adventure begins for children Kingergarten-5th grade on Sunday mornings at 9 am beginning 
August 18th!  Children’s Sunday School is back and better than ever.  Children are invited to explore the Bible 
and grow in their faith with the Bible in Life curriculum.  Through fun and engaging games, activities, and 
lessons, children will grow in their love and knowledge of Jesus. 
 

 
Children’s Church continues to meet at 10:30 for childrens ages 3 through 5th grade.  Each week 
children participate in worship, games, and Bible stories.  The Tru Curriculum helps children connect to God 
and understand God’s word as a whole.  Children consider their part in the Big God Story and respond to 
Him through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks is August 10th & 11th at all services!  Children, youth, and all school employees are 
invited to bring their backpacks and book bags for a special prayer of blessing during the worship service.  We have 
a small gift for participants!  
 
 

Acolyte Recognition Pinning is Sunday, August 25th at High Street!  Those being recognized are Gabby Becerril, 
Jack Dameron, Rylee Hart, and Nolan Kintner. 

 
 

End of Summer Bash Sign-ups!  We need your help for the End of Summer Bash at South Campus on August 17th!  
Some of our activities will include a cornhole tournament, a pie baking contest, bingo and lots of food!  Please look at the 
following items to see where you can volunteer:  I have a cornhole game that I can bring;  I have a team of 2 to enter in 
the cornhole tournament;  I would like to bring an apple, pecan or custard pie for the pie judging contest; or I have a pop-

up tent that I can bring.  Contact Jordan Cunningham at the church office if you can help! 

 
Parent Cue Emails will resume in August.  These emails give parents all the details of upcoming events and 
ideas for bringing church lessons to life at home.  You can sign up by visiting our website, on the check in card , or 
calling the church office.    

 
You are more than volunteers—you’re partners in ministering to the next generation!  All children and youth 
workers that help with Sunday school, Children's Church, GLOW and YFI are invited! Join us for lunch on Sunday, 
August 11th at 12:15 pm in Cox Hall join the Next Gen team for a Ministry Partners Meeting.  We’ll discuss the vision 
of the ministry, explore future events and ministry opportunities, consider ways to strengthen our team, and also work 
towards building relationships with students in order to grow God’s Kingdom.  RSVP to Amanda Bond by August 8th.  

 
 

Summer Day Camp (August 5th-9th) UPDATE  We have 102 campers at South Campus and 47 campers Uptown at High St.  We have to 
get 100 campers at both locations!  Please keep inviting.  We have scholarships available.  Parents can apply from the registration page.   
Eagle Lake also gives out referral discounts.  If you invite someone who has never been to camp—you and your friend get a $20 discount!  
We need a few more volunteers to help with lunch at High Street and check in/out at South Campus.  Please call the office for more details 
about volunteering. 

 

In your bulletin this week you will see a brochure outlining several ministry opportunities in our 
children, youth, and hospitality departments.  Please take time to reflect on what you might give 
a try this ministry season.   You can then either sign up on a SAY YES card from the campaign 
displays or let us know on the check-in card.   Can’t make it to church this weekend?...extra 
copies of the brochure are on the welcome desk. 
 

 

Throughout the month of August we’re updating all children and youth information sheets!  So 
when you check-in to Sunday school, Children’s Church, GLOW or YFI you will be asked to fill out a 
new form.  This is to ensure we have current emergency contacts, additional pick up permission, as 
well as medical and allergy information.   

 
 
Y-Fi meetings will resume Tuesday, August 20th from 6 to 8 pm in Cox Memorial Hall upstairs in 
the YAC (Youth Activities Center).  All students in grades 6-12 are invited to this weekly gathering 
for snacks, games, Bible teaching, and small group discussion.    
 

Next Gen Ministries 

Church Family News 

Other News 

Jackson R2 
Schools resume 

August 15th! 
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