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How’s Your Lent Going?

Connect with New McKendree

In our March Newsletter I mentioned that although the Lenten season doesn’t have the joyous appeal of Christmas, we’re nonetheless called to engage in all that the season entails. After all, it’s for our own good. Face it…we
need Lent. We need to experience the loneliness of the journey to the Cross and exposure to the sacrifice that
was made there on our behalf. Our spiritual health depends on it. As Christians, we need Lent in our lives in the
same way that our teeth need the dentist.
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So, that being said, how’s your Lent going so far? If you’ve honestly tried to stop the outside activity long enough to focus on what’s
within, then I’m sure you’ve discovered by now that it’s not easy. I can personally attest to the fact that it’s a struggle. Putting all your
“to do’s” aside, even for a half hour or so looks easy enough on paper. Actually making the sacrifice, well, that’s another story. But,
when you think about it, perhaps it’s not supposed to be easy. After all, how easy was it for Jesus to make the trek to Calvary and suffer the pain and humiliation of the Cross? We Christians are called to grow in Christ’s likeness. Being Christ-like means sacrifice…it
comes with the deal.
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During my “quiet time” reading the other day I ran across these words from Father Thomas à Kempis, the 15th century priest who wrote
The Imitation of Christ. He said:
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“The Mission of New McKendree United Methodist Church is to make
new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Jesus has always many who love His heavenly kingdom, but few who bear His cross. He has many who desire consolation, but few who care for trial. He finds many to share His table, but few to take part in His fasting. All desire to
be happy with Him; few wish to suffer anything for Him. Many follow Him to the breaking of bread, but few to the
drinking of the chalice of His passion. Many revere His miracles; few approach the shame of the Cross.
I don’t know about you, but for me that pretty much sums up the whole Lenten struggle. The bottom-line is this: there are two
paths; one for the “many” and one for the “few”. If you’re one of the few, hang in there…don’t lose hope. Remember, just
beyond the shadow of the Cross awaits the resurrected light of Easter morn.
Your brother in Christ,

A Word from Our New McKendree UMC Lay Leader
Friends,

Holy Week Services
Maundy Thursday Service (April 18)
New McKendree UMC, 7 pm
New McKendree & Zion’s chancel choir
will provide music.
JMA Good Friday Service (April 19)
Emmanuel United Church of Christ, 12 pm

Saturday (April 20) High Street Service, 5 pm
Easter Sunday (April 21) Services
Sunrise Service at Old McKendree Chapel, 6 am
(provided by the youth of New McKendree)
High Street Worship Service, 9 am
South Campus Worship Service, 10:30 am
Glow in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt (April 21)
6 pm at South Campus

The 4th Annual Feed My Starving Children Food Packing Event will be held at the Jackson Civic Center on April 12
and 13. New McKendree is once again leading and organizing this event. This year we have 16 other churches/
organizations that are joining in our goal of packing over 233,000 meals. This is our church’s biggest missional event
of the year. Over 1,000 volunteers will be needed to make it happen so I hope that you will take time to come out
and help. Sign ups for volunteers will be held before and after each service over the next two weekends (March 2324 and March 30-31).
Here are some numbers you should know. With the help of our partners, over the past three years:
 2682 Volunteers have served
 2,835 boxes of food were packed
 614,520 meals have been packed
 1,683 kids were served a meal per day for a year.
Last year our mission team had the privilege of preparing and serving Feed My Starving Children food to the children we work with in
Haiti.
I want to thank all of you for helping to make this happen. God has certainly blessed our hands and feet over these past years to make
these events successful.
Your brother in Christ,

Love God, Love People, Serve God’s People

Church Family News

Children and Youth News

Lenten Bible Study meets in the Cox Conference Room on
Wednesday evenings at 5:30 pm. Class ends April 10th.

Who Cares? We Do! Report your joys, concerns, deaths,
hospitalizations, births, and prayer requests to the church office
at 243-8487.

Children’s Ministry
South Campus Children’s Church—10:15 am in the Children’s Wing! Check-in at the welcome desk!
High St. Sunday School—10:15 am in the Education Building, 1st Floor! Check-in at the choir room!

Pastor Jimmie’s Wednesday morning Bible study group meets
every Wednesday, 9 am, Cox Conference Room.
Radio Ministry Needs Sponsors. Please help support our radio
ministry by sponsoring a broadcast in celebration or in memory of a
loved one or event. There are several dates available. Call the
church office at 243-8487 to reserve your broadcast.
April Communion Offering supports Feed My Starving Children.
Church Council Meeting is Monday, March 25th, 6:30 pm in the
Cox Conference Room.
New McKendree is looking for volunteers to
help with the mowing this season at South
Campus. Please contact Ryan Shelton at 573-2707040 or Todd Shelton at 573-275-4774 if you would
like to help out. Thanks!
Hope House Children’s Home Meals Signup New McKendree
needs volunteers to provide a Wednesday evening meal for the
Hope Children’s Home in Jackson. Call the church office 243-8487
to sign-up!

Recycling Efforts at
South Campus
We have designated bins for plastic and
aluminum cans in the foyer and by the drink
counter—there is also a designated paper
bin in the foyer. Please do not put liquids or foods or styrofoam
in recycling bins. There is also a recycling container in the kitchen
by the back door for cardboard, steel cans, and plastic items.
Thank your for your help!!!

Pushpay
Thanks to all who’ve taken advantage of our new Pushpay
giving platform. To date we’re averaging $1,811 weekly
through Push Pay; 50 have made their offering using Pushpay
and 25 folks have made the move to become recurring givers.
While this new technology is in no way intended to render the
Sunday offering plate obsolete, it does provide a convenient
way for us to financially support the ministries of our church
even on the Sundays when we can’t be physically present in
worship. If you haven’t yet given it a try, I encourage you to
do so.
Need some help getting started? Grab your cell phone
and…
1. Text “NMUMC” to 77977.
2. Enter the amount you’d like to give.
3. Decide whether this is a one-time gift or a recurring gift.
4. Choose the giving type (General Fund or Communion)
5. Enter your name, email, and phone number. (Pushpay
will save your information after first use.)
6. Choose “Next” and you’ll be prompted to enter some
financial information.
7. When you’re done, choose “Give” and you’re all set!

In Christian Sympathy, we affirm our resurrection faith to Jill
Holekamp and family at the death of her brother, Jack
Piepenbrok on February 26th and Donna Brown and family at
the death of her mother, Pat Holloway on March 2nd.
We would like to thank those who
prayed, gave words of
condolence, sent cards, brought
food, sent flowers and plants and gave memorials for my wife,
our mother, grandmother and great grandmother. We also wish
to thank the Mary and Martha Circle for being honorary
pallbearers and serving lunch.
Rodney and family of Nancy Jane Ladreiter

New Members
With joy we “welcome” the
Cook family into our New
McKendree church family!
Pictured left are Daniel and
Tina and their daughter,
Addison. The Cook’s joined
by reaffirmation of faith on
Sunday, March 17th.

United Methodist Women News
The UMW will be going to the SEMO Food Bank on Monday,
March 25th. Van leaves the church parking lot at 8:15 am.
General UMW Meeting is Tuesday, April 9th, 9:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall at High Street.
27th,

Spring District Meeting is Saturday, April
at First UMC in
Kennett. We will be taking the church van if you need a ride.
Plan on leaving High Street parking lot at 7:30 that morning.
The UMW would also like to remind everyone to keep their
good used items when spring cleaning for the UMW Yard Sale
that will be held Memorial weekend at South Campus!
Proceeds will be donated to Church World Apportionments.
Remember to save your stamps and Best Choice Labels.

Circle Meetings in April
Hope Circle meets Sunday, April 14th at 10:15 am in the
Fellowship Hall, Mary and Martha Circle meet Monday, April
15th in the church parlor, and Esther Circle meets Tuesday,
April 16th at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.

Cluster Lenten Service
Schedule
All services begin at 6 pm.
Church van is available for rides.
Light refreshments served.
th
March 24 at Millersville (van leaves at 5:15 pm)
March 31st at New Salem UMC (van leaves at 5 pm)
April 7th at New McKendree
April 14th at Hobbs Chapel UMC (van leaves at 5 pm)

Bible Adventure Day is March 31st from 2 to 5 pm in the Youth Activities Center at Cox Hall! All children
in 3rd thru 6th grade who haven’t been through the Bible Adventure Day workshop and received their Bible
from the church are invited to attend! Sign up on the back of the worship attendance card.
At the end of the workshop, students will be able to:
 Find any book in the Old or New Testaments using the Table of Contents
 Find any chapter in any book and any verse in any chapter
 Find parts of verses when the Bible reference uses the letters a, b and c with a verse number
 Tell the difference between books with similar names
 Recognize the additional helps in a Bible and be able to use them
in the Dark Easter Egg Hunt is Sunday, April 21st, 6 pm, South Campus for ages 3 thru 11. Come join us for games,
snacks, the Easter story, and of course, an Easter Egg hunt! Bring your family, friends, an Easter basket, and get ready
for a night of fun! Donations of individually miniature wrapped candy would be greatly appreciated and can be
dropped off at the church office. No plastic eggs are needed. Thanks!
M&Ms For Feed My Starving Children New McKendree children and youth are helping support our FMSC event by filling an
M&M tube with quarters. If you did not receive your tube in worship, we have extras at the welcome desk at both campuses.
Filled tubes can be placed in the giant M&M tube during the children’s sermon at High Street or children’s church at South
Campus.

Easter Sunrise Service Rehearsals We have the awesome opportunity to lead worship at the historic Old
McKendree Chapel on Easter Sunday. All students are invited to participate in leading this worship
service. We will need worship leaders, musicians, actors, liturgists, greeters, ushers and a few to share their
testimony. Rehearsals are Sundays at 2:15 to 3:30 pm in the YAC.
Come celebrate the sacrament of baptism with our confirmation class. Join us at the Low Water Bridge on Apple Creek at 2 pm on
Saturday, April 27th. Directions - Take I-55 North and get off on Exit 117 at Highway KK. Make a Right onto Highway KK and then a Left on
the first County Road 501. Park where you can when you see the Low Water Bridge. In case of rain or flooding we will meet at South
Campus.

NOTICE!!!

YFI is meeting at South Campus on Tuesday, April 2nd!

Other News
Early Response Team News
New McKendree ERT member Brad Davis recently joined the Lacroix Church ERT on a trip to Graceville, Florida to aid residents by cleaning
up downed trees caused by hurricane Michael’s 155 mph winds in October 2018. The team departed Jan. 31, 2019 traveling to Graceville,
Florida, located 85 miles north of Mexico Beach, where the Hurricane made landfall last October. At Graceville, the team was joined by 2
ERT members from Nashville, TN and together during their 5 day stay, they cleaned up downed trees and limbs for 8 area residents.
Cumulatively the 8-member team worked over 316 hours with 2 skid steers and 10 chain saws. Overnight accommodations were graciously
provided for the team by Graceville United Methodist Church, Graceville, FL. Financial support for the team’s mission was provided by the
Lacroix Church Early Response Team and the New McKendree Go Team.
The team is looking for new members, if you would be interested in serving on the New McKendree Early Response Team, contact either of
these team members for more information: Chad Hartle: rent2u@sbcglobal.net or Brad Davis: brad@yourapplab.com.

Sunday, April 28th
6pm at South Campus
Join Tim and the Praise Team for a night of
uplifting and encouraging worship!

