
ANGELS AMONG US 

“Don’t be afraid!” Elisha told him.  “For there are more on our side than on theirs!”  Then Elisha prayed, “O 
Lord, open his eyes and let him see!”  The Lord opened the young man’s eyes, and when he looked up, he saw 

that the hillside around Elisha was filled with horses and chariots of fire.  (2 Kings 6:16-17; NLT) 

 

God’s angels must’ve logged some serious overtime in the months leading up to Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.  

In the first couple chapters of Matthew and Luke’s Gospels, you can hardly make it through a verse without an 

angel popping onto the scene.  They’re everywhere.  Every time one of the first Christmas’ human supporting 

cast members turned around, one of God’s heavenly messengers appeared out of nowhere to tell them what 

to do, where to go, what to think, and to not be afraid.  Think about it.  God sent his lead angel, Gabriel, to 

inform ole Zachariah that he and his “too old to have a baby” wife, Elizabeth, were soon to be the proud 

parents of John the Baptist.  The same angel visited Mary with the news that she was to be the virgin mother 

of the Christ-child.  Joseph didn’t have just one angelic visit, but three; one prior Jesus’ birth and two more 

visits before baby Jesus was out of diapers.  And how about the flock of lowly shepherds hanging out with 

their sheep in the fields surrounding Bethlehem?  The angel that visited them brought with him the whole 

angelic staff…“a vast host . . . the armies of heaven” (Luke 2:13).   

Have you ever been visited by an angel?  I haven’t...at least not that I know of anyway.  That got me to 

wondering.  Were all these angels merely “seasonal help” whom God put on the heavenly payroll just to 

handle that “first Christmas rush,” or are angels still as busy today as they seem to have been back then?  How 

great would it be if angels helped us out the way that they seemed to help out the original Christmas’ 

supporting cast members?  Wouldn’t it be great if angels could let us know everything that was going to 

happen to us, and what we ought to do in every situation?  Why does there seem to be less angels in the 21st 

century than there were in the 1st century? 

Maybe, just maybe, the problem is not that God’s heavenly angel department is woefully short staffed.  

Maybe it’s not an on high staffing problem, but rather a down here seeing problem.  Could it be that our eyes 

simply aren’t used to seeing angels?  If that’s the case, our angelic blind spot is nothing new.  Long before 

Jesus was born, Elisha’s servant got all worried when he looked and saw the city where they were staying 

surrounded by an army of enemy chariots.  When Elisha asked God to open his servant’s eyes, he could 

suddenly see the hills full of soldiers, horses, and chariots of fire surrounding and making ready to pounce the 

enemy soldiers that only moments before had him in a tizzy.  As it turned out, God’s angelic protectors had 

been there all along, but to see them the servant had to get past his angelic blind spot.  (To get the full story, 

check out 2 Kings 6:11-18.) 

Is there any reason why you and I can’t do the same?  During this Advent season, let’s make a concerted effort 

to keep an out eye for angels in our midst.  Whether we’re at work, travelling, shopping, celebrating, or 

making ready for a Christmas celebration, God’s angels are at work among us.  Just as Elisha did for his 

servant, ask God to grant you the eyes to see, and ears to hear his heavenly messengers at work in you midst.  

After all, `tis the season! 

 

Loving Father, thank you for keeping your angels working overtime for me.  AMEN. 


