
See Ahead by Looking Back 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God, the Almighty—the one who always was, who is, and who is still to come.” 
(Revelations 4:8; NLT) 

 

Have you ever noticed that the more in touch you are with what’s happened in the past, the more in touch 

you are with what’s yet to come?  I think this is one of those truisms that doesn’t really make sense until 

you’ve circled the block enough times to call yourself middle-aged.  At least that was the case for me.  But now 

as a card-carrying member of the “not all that old, but certainly not young” club/AARP junk mail recipient, I’m 

coming to realize that this “see ahead by looking back” truism applies to every aspect of my life.  While it 

certainly applies to the more mundane aspects of my everyday life, it’s becoming abundantly clear in my 

spiritual life.     

For instance, the Gospel not only reminds me of what took place but also what will take place.  Or, in the spirit 

of the season—that being Advent—by contemplating Christ’s first coming, I can discover the signs of his 

second coming.  By looking back in meditation, I can look forward in expectation.  Through reflection, I can 

project.  By observing the memory of Christ’s birth, I can see glimpses of the yet-to-come fulfillment of his 

kingdom.   

This “seeing ahead by looking back” phenomenon has got to be more than just a fortunate side effect or 

accidental perk that comes with crossing the half-century milestone.  As a matter of fact, I think this is the way 

God intended it from the beginning.  I’m struck by the fact that the prophets speaking about the future of 

Israel always (and usually in the same breath) kept reminding their people of God’s great works in the past.  

The prophets encouraged them to look forward with confidence by encouraging them to remember the great 

deeds God had done in their past.   

I pray that during this Advent season each of us will seize the opportunity to refresh and deepen our memory 

of God’s great deeds in our individual and collective pasts as we look forward with courage and confidence to 

what God has yet instore for us, his Advent people.     

 

Pray the Gloria Patri:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  AMEN. 


