
Mastered by God 

Remember what Christ taught, and let his words enrich your lives and make you wise; 

teach them to each other and sing them out in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

singing to the Lord with thankful hearts. 
Colossians 3:16 (The Living Bible)

 

As anybody who’s ever tried it knows, reading the Bible is nothing like reading a 

novel or slugging your way through that dusty old history book your high school 

social studies teacher forced you to endure.  Bible reading is spiritual reading and 

the purpose of spiritual reading is not to master knowledge, but to let God’s Spirit 

master us.  As strange as that sounds, spiritual reading means letting ourselves be 

read by God!   

For instance, we can read the story of Jesus’ birth with intellectual curiosity and 

ask ourselves, “Did this really happen?  Who put this story together and how?”  

That’s one way to go about it.  But we can also read the same story with spiritual 

attentiveness and wonder:  “How is God speaking to me through this story?  What 

is this story telling me about who God is, who I am, and what God desires for me 

and from me?” 

If we opt for the latter approach we may just find that it changes the way we read 

everything else.  Rather than reading the daily news simply so that we’ll be up to 

speed on current events and have something to talk about at work, we just may 

find ourselves reading the day’s current events with a renewed sense of spiritual 

awareness.  Meaning, not merely informed of world events, but all the more 

aware of the reality that our world needs the wisdom of God’s Word, the hope of 

God’s Good News, and the grace of God’s love.   

 

Lord and Counselor, may your holy Word dwell richly within me during the Advent 

season and always.  AMEN. 


