
2019 BLESSING AND 2020 OPPORTUNITIES 

Thank you, New McKendree family, for your generous support of our church and its ministries 

throughout 2019.  We’re truly blessed with a church family of joy-filled, generous disciples!  As 

a result of your financial support, we met 100% of both our Missouri Annual Conference 

apportionments and our Southeast District apportionments; a goal that we fell well short of in 

2018.  And, because we met our obligation in late November, we were free to focus our 

$12,656 Christmas offering on serving our Jackson neighbors through our partnership with the 

Jackson Junior High and our Jackson School District’s “Heroes for Hope” initiative.   

I also want to thank all who have taken advantage of our Push Pay giving application.  Since 

launching in January 2019, $177,170 has been received via Push Pay; $168,873 in support our 

general ministry fund and the remainder in support of designated special offerings.   

In 2019, our church was also blessed with a generous bequest from the Walt and Sally Pierce 

family totaling $514,000.  These funds are now part of our existing Continuing Ministry Fund 

Endowment and will be used to fund our church’s ministry for years and decades to come.  Our 

church leadership also used the occasion of the Pierce family’s legacy contribution as an 

opportunity to update our Continuing Ministry Fund’s governance policy.  The updated 

governance policy, voted on and unanimously approved at a Special Church Conference on 

November 25, not only aligns the endowment fund’s management with our church’s current 

leadership structure, but also provides a means of receiving legacy and planned gifts that will 

bear ministry fruitfulness well into the future.     

Looking ahead, 2020 promises to be filled with many unique ministry opportunities as well as 

some unique challenges.  Whatever the future holds, I’m confident that we’ll not just survive, 

but actually thrive as beacons of God’s light and love even in the midst of the impending 

changes within our Global Methodist Denomination.  I’m confident because 144 families within 

our church family have pledged $564,011 in support of our ministries in 2020; compared to 

2019, an increase of 11 families and $20,172.  I’m particularly encouraged by the 21 families 

who are “first-time” pledgers.  Although financial stewardship is just one of many components 

of our spiritual growth, it’s evident to me that even though our denomination and our culture at 

large may be divided, our church family remains united in Christ and united in our dedication to 

love and serve one another and our community in Christ’s name.  

I thank God for our New McKendree Church family and thank God for your joy-filled, generous 

support of our church’s ministries.  My God continue to bless us, equip us, and challenge us 

with opportunities to share his blessings in 2020 and all the years that follow. 

Your brother in Christ, 

 


