
Mary Did You Know? 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us”  John 1:14 

As far as Christmas carols go, the song Mary, Did You Know? is a relative newcomer.  Silent 

Night had been around 150 years and Away in a Manger 100 years before Mary Did You Know? 

made it’s 1984 yuletide debut.     

It’s no wonder that in less than 35 years it’s joined the ranks of the Christmas classics.  While 

the tune is catchy enough, it’s the song’s powerful lyrics that stir our hearts and touch some of 

our deepest held Christmas mysteries.  The song reminds us that Mary, a young, vulnerable 

woman was called into the most extraordinary human work in all of history: carrying and giving 

birth to Jesus…the Word of God Incarnate.  The lyrics touch our hearts with the reality that the 

baby to whom Mary gave birth would walk on water, heal the broken, and save us.  It’s 

amazing that a four minute song can lead us to the precipice of Christmas’ deepest mystery; 

that Mary’s baby boy is “Lord of all creation” and, in fact, “the great I AM.” 

Though it’s a reality that stands at the center of Christian faith, it’s also a mystery beyond our 

comprehension.  We believe, not only that Jesus was Israel’s Messiah, not only that he was the 

Savior of the world, but also that he was the Lord of all creation—the great I AM—come in 

human form.  As the Gospel of John puts it, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us” (1:14).  The Word who was in the beginning, the Word who was with God, the 

Word through whom God made all things, the Word who was truly God...this Word became 

human in Jesus, the son of Mary. 

Christmas, at its core, is a celebration of the Incarnation.  I pray that each of us will spend 

some time today pondering the mystery of God becoming human and that we’ll allow our hearts 

to marvel at the grace of God, who entered our reality in order to save us, to make us new, to 

heal us, and to die for us as heaven’s perfect Lamb. 


