
Tuesday, December 24  —  Christmas Eve 

“Christmas Freedom” 

Because God’s children are human beings—made of flesh and blood—the Son also became 

flesh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only by dying could he break the 

power of the devil, who had the power of death.  Only in this way could he set free all who have 

lived their lives as slaves to the fear of dying. 

Hebrews 2:14-15 

 

Jesus was born a human because what the rest of us humans needed was the death of a human 

that was more than a human.  In other words, the birth of Emmanuel, “God with us,” was 

actually God putting himself on death row.   

If you’re anything like me, that’s probably not what comes to mind when admiring your 

mantel’s nativity scene, or singing Away in the Manger, or reading Luke’s Christmas story.  

Nevertheless, it’s true.  Our newborn King’s journey to Calvary’s cross began in Bethlehem’s 

manger.   

What’s more, that was God’s plan from the beginning.  Christ didn’t risk death.  He chose death.  

That’s precisely why he came to us…”not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as 

a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).  God sent his Son to set us free and the road to our freedom 

began in a manger on the outskirts of Bethlehem. 

When you think about, to celebrate Christmas is to celebrate our freedom…our freedom from 

the fear of death.  Jesus assumed our nature in Bethlehem so that he could assume our death 

in Jerusalem.  The result: we no longer need to fear death.  Because of Christmas, we’re free!  

Free to risk it all for Christ and for the love of others.   

Christmas is for freedom…freedom from the fear of death.   

 

Loving God, thank you for sending your Son to set me free.  Show me how to live and love freely 

and fearlessly.  AMEN. 


