
Wednesday, December 18 — The Third Week of Advent 

“Fear Not” 

“The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  See!  I bring you good news of great joy which is for 

all people.”  (Luke 2:10) 

 

Can you imagine being one of the shepherds?  After a long day of keeping sheep alive, they’re 

minding your own business, enjoying some well-deserved downtime around the camp fire 

when out of nowhere an angel appears.  An unexpected visit from a hungry wolf, maybe.  A 

pack of wild dogs, perhaps.  Chasing down a lamb on the loose, typical.  But an angel?  There’s 

no way they saw that coming.  You bet they were afraid…and why wouldn’t they be.  There’s 

just something about holy glory from on high that naturally strikes terror into the hearts of 

sinful people.   

That might explain why the first words out of the angel’s angelic mouth were “Don’t be afraid!  

I bring you good news.  The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in 

Bethlehem, the city of David!  And this Savior will bring peace to those with whom God is 

pleased…forgiveness of their sins.” 

So as scary as the angel’s sudden appearance must’ve been, his intent was exactly the opposite; 

to cast out fear forever with the good news that God sent his only Son into our sinful world not 

to condemn it, “but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  That’s grounds for 

joy, not fear! 

Just think…on that wonderful night God’s angelic messenger proclaimed the beginning of the 

end of terror in the face of God’s perfect holiness.  Even better, it was the beginning of the end 

of all our fears.  Why?  Because as the Apostle John puts it, “God is love” (1 John 4:16) and 

“perfect love casts out fear” (1 John 4:18).   

“Fear not.”  The angel’s message still rings true no less today than did when it was first 

proclaimed to those long ago, faraway, unsuspecting Bethlehem shepherds.  That’s God’s 

Christmas message to you and to me.  God is completely for us and will conquer all our fears 

and foes.   

We have nothing to fear.  That’s the Christmas good news of great joy! 

 

Thank you, Father, for sending your Son to love away my fears.  AMEN. 


