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The Glorious Gift Exchange of the Epiphany
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of
incense and of myrrh. - Matthew 2:11,12
From the Portals of Prayer devotional this past Saturday, January 6 (the Epiphany of our Lord):
The Magi entered the house. Immediately, they fell down and worshiped the Christ Child. Magnificent gifts were
opened and presented. No expense was spared. They were gifts befitting a king. The gifts presented did not last. The
incense was burned. The spices consumed. The gold spent. The gifts were temporal—the only kind of gifts the Magi
could give. The Magi also received a gift—the perfect gift. They were gifted God in human flesh. They were gifted
the Christ, who would die for their sins. They were gifted life—the undeserved gift the true King gives. Most gifts
end up lost, broken, or consumed. Sin and death abound. Life’s challenges creep in and consume us. Our sin leaves us
much like a worn-out gift—lost and broken. Even worse, our sin leaves us utterly condemned. Sin can do nothing
else. Sin gives only death.
I did a word study on the phrase “brought to Jesus,” reflecting on things that were brought to Jesus
throughout the Bible besides gold, frankincense and myrrh. Here’s a quick list from my study: the
sick and demon-possessed, all various kinds of sickness and diseases, the deaf, the mutes, a blind
beggar, little children, a donkey and finally, the cross brought to Jesus on which he would be
crucified.
Outside the children brought to Jesus, who were sinful from
conception, it’s not an attractive list of things brought to
Jesus. And yet, no matter what was brought to Jesus whether
gold, sickness or even an instrument of death, Jesus received
them and used those broken instruments to bring glory to
Himself.
This makes me think about the things that you and I can
bring to Christ today whether it’s our time, talent, treasures or
simply our own brokenness. They are all very finite and
minuscule without God transforming them by His Mercy and
for His Glory.
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Looking to the other side of the equation, let us consider
Christ’s gifts for us through finishing the Portals of Prayer devotional…
The gift of the Christ, however, is diﬀerent. He restores us. He forgives us. He sustains us. Christ takes our death in
sin and consumes it. He replaces it with His gift of life. He gives His gifts to us now in Word and Sacrament. His
gift is the perfect gift, for He gifts us His very self. The greatest gift Christ can give, He gave to us who did not
deserve it.
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After a two year hiatus, I’ve returned to the practice of reading through the Bible in a year. It’s in
these few minutes each morning I experience a glorious gift-exchange: my tiny gift of a few minutes
in God’s Word and God returning my gift one hundred fold throughout the day. The result is
renewal of my mind and heart by God’s Word and Spirit. These small gifts of time in God’s Word
returns to us as an incredible gift from God.
Case in point: During this first week of the New Year I’ve been reading early in the Gospel of
Matthew, in the Sermon on the Mount, while I’m also reflecting on the GIFTS of the Magi given on
the Epiphany and I come across these words of Jesus about GIFTS and GIVING…
Matthew 5:23… “if you are oﬀering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister
has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then
come and oﬀer your gift…” (emphasis added)
Then later in Chapter 5, verse 43, Jesus adds this teaching,
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven…”
This sounds a lot a like what Jesus said in the beatitudes… “Blessed are the Peacemakers for they
will be called children of God.”
What I was hit with this week was the importance of the gift of forgiveness over any other gift of
time, talent or treasure. It's giving the gift of forgiveness to those who don’t deserve it, just as you
and I were given the gift of forgiveness by Jesus. This as he hung on the cross crying, “Father, forgive
them, for they do not know what they are doing…”
Those who know me well know I’m the last person in the world who is qualified by his attitudes and
actions to speak about forgiveness. I struggle with conflict. Many of us do. Perhaps that is why God
has so deeply put reconciliation on my heart, because He desires to do a work in your life and mine.
My hope for us in this season of Epiphany, and in the year ahead, is that we might look for
opportunities to bring our gifts to the Lord each day through the words of forgiveness we share with
one another or with those who don’t even want our forgiveness. God’s promise to us is to transform
our hearts as we, by faith, forgive those who have hurt us, offended us, or sinned against us.
Being people of reconciliation is living under the transforming power of the Gospel that Jesus won
for us by his death and resurrection! May the Prince of Peace grant each of you a blessed year ahead
as we seek to glorify Him!
With a Grateful Heart,

Phil Heiser, Pacific Regional Pastor
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Upcoming Events & Prayer Requests from around the Pacific…
Pacific Region Chad Focus Trip - Departs this January 17-31, 2018. Pray for the team’s travel
and time shared together in Chad. The team includes: Dan Venberg (LBIM), Ben Miller (Maple
Park), Keturah Flude (Hope), Sara Hunter (Hope), Amandah Corwin (cousin of Keturah Flude),
and Trevor Olson (Rock of Ages).
J-Term at Lutheran Brethren Seminary. January 24-26, 2018 (note this is Wednesday-Friday).
Our theme will be “Transformational Church: God’s Church for God’s Mission” with featured
presenter Dr. Ed Stetzer. All sessions will be recorded and available for
viewing around February 12. Please visit http://www.lbs.edu/jterm/
jterm2018/ for more information.
Praise the Lord for the Installation of Pastor Russ Krause at
Anchor of Hope in Stanwood, WA this past December 10. Pray for
Pastor Russ as he continues to take seminary classes via distance
education at LBS, works at a retirement home, and serves Anchor of
Hope. (Pictured right)
Pray for Rt. Pastor Curt & Kathy Atneosen. Curt is battling
prostate and bone cancer and Kathy has been dealing with issues related to her heart. You can
follow their care and share your prayers for them on their Caring Bridge page: https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/curtisatneosen
Pray for Rev. George (Jacqui) Schweitzer, who will be installed as pastor of Good Shepherd
Ministries this Sunday, January 14, in Buda, TX.
New Life @ The Well (Mount Vernon) - pray for the community as a new, central cold
weather shelter is opened this winter. Our CLB church had previously been a cold weather
shelter location, but is now partnering with several organizations to support a centralized shelter
for the homeless. Pray for Pastor Keith (Cindy) Luna as he shepherds the church in loving the
community for the sake of Christ and proclaiming the Gospel in word and deed.
Chuck Adams, former elder of recently closed Victoria Community Church in Fontana, CA, has
recently been diagnosed with metastatic melanoma. Pray for Chuck to respond well to treatment!

Looking Ahead…
L.E.A.D. Retreat - save the dates of March 2-4 at Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center.
Church planter, Rev. Erick Sorenson will be speaking on the theme, “Becoming a Church for Others.”
Plan for a weekend of rest, meeting new and old friends, and being encouraged to consider new
ways to reach our neighbors for Christ! More information at: http://www.leadretreat.org
CLB Biennial National Convention - save the dates of June 9-12, 2018 at Bethel LBC in
Fergus Falls, MN. More information available at: http://www.clba.org/bc18/

