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As I travel throughout the Pacific Region, I’m sometimes asked, “What’s happening in Pasadena these
days?” First, it is important to correct some statements contained in CLB publications back in 2013 and
2014. Immanuel Lutheran Brethren Church never “closed its doors to ministry,” nor ever intended to cease
operating as a church, as had been reported in a couple of press releases and articles. Quite to the contrary,
Immanuel has been and will continue to press forward in ministry to the Pasadena community, which now
spans over 75 years as a vital part of Lutheran Brethren mission.
In the Lord’s sovereignty and mercy, He has beautifully provided for Immanuel. Rev. Larry & Irene Olson
accepted the call last summer to serve the church as pastor. I had the profound joy of installing Reverend
Olson this past fall as their pastor. By God’s provision, the Lord has been bringing revitalization to our
Immanuel brothers and sisters. New people, both down the street from the church and from the
surrounding communities, are coming to Immanuel to hear the Gospel. Also, the church was recently one
of our host sites for the seminary J-Term! Every time I talk with Pastor Larry or Immanuel leaders, I’m
encouraged by the evidence of God’s love and grace at work. Pray for Immanuel as they continue to reach
out with the love of Christ.
There is another wonderful story being written in Pasadena. Kyle and Erika Sears have established a
missional outreach to the community through their own Pasadena home. Kyle is also enrolled full-time at
Fuller Seminary, nearly half way toward a Master of Divinity. While Kyle was able to complete several
courses from LBS, Fuller has provided Kyle face-to-face engagement with others doing missional work, while
also allowing them to continue outreach on behalf of Redemption Church. Kyle is also presenting a series of
missional workshops to our LB Congregation in Fullerton, Calvary Community Church, to inspire and
direct them in reaching out to their neighbors. Redemption Church is in the midst of a 5-year development
plan that is overseen by an Advisory Board, including Rev. Jim Erickson, and myself, among others.
Erika is employed as a 3rd grade school teacher at local school and also is part of the “Pasadena Pacers”
running group which gives her opportunities to enjoy her passion for running and sharing Jesus. They have
three children, Kathryn, Kylie, and YoSeb. Kyle is often called a “church planter,” but functions much like
a missionary, reaching out with the Gospel to people self-described as the “nones” and “dones”; those who
claim no religious affiliation or who have left the church. In my first six months as Pacific Regional Pastor,
some of my greatest joy has been time spent with the Kyle and his family, seeing their gifts at work, hearing
their passion to reach those lost, and praising God for their creative opportunities to share the Gospel. I
have been stretched and blessed in my own faith because of God’s work through them. Much of their
ministry happens in their home, which the CLB supports by providing housing assistance. Thank you all for
how you encourage and equip them to share the Gospel through your generous gifts to the Church of the
Lutheran Brethren.
In an effort to help you understand more of the ongoing work, life, and ministry of the Sears family, I have
attached the first of what will be quarterly newsletters on Redemption Church. Please consider these
newsletters as reminders that your support of CLB ministry is making an eternal difference in the lives of
people around the world, including Pasadena, California. Use these newsletters as a means to direct your
prayers for the Sears family.
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Redemption Church and Immanuel Lutheran: two Lutheran Brethren bodies in a city of over 130,000
people. One church, Immanuel, a historic CLB congregation with a rich history spanning over 75 years; the
other church in a pre-birth stage of development. Two bodies of believers reaching two rather diverse
groups of people, but with one common need: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. I am incredibly privileged to
serve them both. To God be the Glory!
With a grateful heart,
Regional Pastor Phil Heiser

February Regional Ministry Highlights in Pictures…

OR / South WA Cluster Lunch at
Biscuits Cafe in Wilsonville, OR

Wednesday night Bible study at
Immanuel LBC in Pasadena

Worship at Victory Community
Church in Yuma, AZ

Joshua & Rachel Amberson (VCC,
Fontana), w/ Phil & Wendy

Visiting the new Grace Community
property in Wesley Chapel, FL

Erick Sorensen emceeing at the
Christ Hold Fast conference

Regional Pastor Phil’s congregational visits this March…
•

March 4-6 - LEAD Retreat at the Cannon Beach Christian Conference Center (Cannon Beach, OR)

•

March 13 - Good Shepherd Ministries (Buda, TX)

•

March 20 - Hope Church at Silver Lake (Everett, WA)

•

March 24-29 - Dessert Rose, Living Word, Generation Church (Phoenix valley area, AZ)

Staying In Touch with Regional Pastor Phil…
425-318-2528 (phone or text) - pheiser@clba.org (email) - lbpacific.org (website & facebook, twitter)

