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How many times have you heard or shared the Christmas story?  I’ve lost count years ago.  
Repeated immersion in a story has benefits, but familiarity can undermine amazement.  The 
wonder can begin fade without a fresh breeze from God’s 
Word & Spirit.  

The people we read about from the first Christmas were not 
acting out a familiar story.  They had one new and amazing 
experience after another. 

For some the idea of the almighty God taking on human 
flesh is scandalous.  For others it is ridiculous.  God walking 
around as a human is one thing, but for many the idea of God 
actually becoming so vulnerable and humble to be born as a 
baby is preposterous.  They find it so preposterous that they 
reject Christianity.  

Their rejection is mistaken and sad.  Yet their recognition of how radical the Christmas story is 
comes closer to the truth than easy acceptance bred through familiarity.  God in the flesh, born as a 
baby!  Mind blowing!  Miraculous!  Unbelievable!… without the gift of faith. 

I’m praying for our pastors and churches this season.  I’m praying for the Lord to immerse all of us 
in a fresh, new way with the most wonderful gift of all: Jesus Christ.  May overflowing joy of The Gift 
flood our worship, proclamation, and love to those we encounter in and outside our churches! 

Merry Christmas, 

Phil Heiser - Pacific Regional Pastor 

Upcoming Pacific Region Events…
PRN Youth Ministry - Christmas Party @ The Rock Church (Seattle) December 18, 6-9 pm.  

PRN Pastors’ Wives Retreat - Camano Island, WA, January 8-10. 

J-Term @ Maple Park and @Pasadena - January 18-20. Join us in Lynnwood or Pasadena as we 
virtually attend LBS J-Term. More information & schedule on the region’s website (lbpacific.org)   

L.E.A.D. 2016 - Leadership Retreat @ Cannon Beach, OR.  March 4-6, 2016.  President Paul 
Larson speaking.  Children’s program too (ages 0-12)!  More info: www.leadretreat.weebly.com 

Wendy, Maddie, Tim, and RP Phil Heiser 

http://lbpacific.org
http://www.leadretreat.weebly.com
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Ministry Resources…
Christianity Explored  - looking for a fresh, new way to share the 
Gospel with those new to the Faith or those who are simply open to 
talk about Jesus?  I recommend you consider using Christianity 
Explored.  It’s a 7 week walk through the Gospel of Mark that will 
answer key questions like, “Who is Jesus? Why did He come? and What 
does it mean to follow Him?”  If you would want to learn more, please 
just send me a note at pheiser@clba.org.  

Regional Pastor Phil’s upcoming congregational visits…
• December 6 - New Life at the Well (Mount Vernon)… 

• December 13 - Word of Life (Marysville)… 

• December 20 - Maple Park (Lynnwood)… 

• December 27 - RP Phil and family visiting family in Arizona 

Prayer & Praise…
• Pray for Grace Lutheran Church (Edmonds)… as they are faced with an urgent decision 

regarding the possible purchase of their rented church facility.  Pray for wisdom and for faith to 
trust the Lord with their future facility and ministry provisions. 

• Pray for Pacific North Executive Committee… thankful for these men who meet to pray, 
oversee, and encourage ministry throughout our Pacific Northwest churches.  The committee 
met earlier this month.  Meeting minutes from our meeting are available on www.lbpacific.org  

• Pray for L.E.A.D. 2016 (Love, Equip, Aspire, Develop) - our refreshed leadership retreat in 
Cannon Beach, OR this March 4-6.  Pray for our retreat planning committee, President Larson 
as he prepares to share on the theme, “The Gospel in Leadership,” and for many of you to join us! 

Staying In Touch…
RP Phil Heiser -  425-318-2528 (cell/text),  Website: www.lbpacific.org  (new!!)

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/lbpacific

Jeremy Wilson’s ordination as a 
CLB Minister of the Gospel at 

Nampa, ID on November 1.

Larry Olson’s (2nd from right) 
installation as pastor of Immanuel 
LBC (Pasadena) on November 8.

Wendy and I hearing Joshua 
Amberson’s heart for the Gospel and 

the VCC family in Fontana, CA.
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