
Church News
Happy New Year! It’s 2022 and I’m already finding that hard 
to say. The numbers don’t seem to roll off the tongue like oth
er years and I haven’t decided if I will say it as “two thousand 
twenty two” or “twenty twenty two.” You may also find it diffi
cult to say or choose. However we say it, it’s a brand new year, 
a good time for us to look ahead with hope and expectation for 
what the year may hold. Yes, the year is already beginning 
with pandemic uncertainties but also with a sense of hope that 
we will soon see a shift of COVID-19 from pandemic to en
demic (like the flu). We will all celebrate getting beyond the 
rollercoaster of setbacks and disappointments the disease has 
caused in our personal lives and in our world.

At this time of year we also feel hope for new and exciting pos
sibilities for our church as we continue to live out our mission 
here in Highland. Good questions for us to ask as individuals 
as well as a church are: What are goals for us to accomplish in 
2022?, What are ways we can deepen our fellowship with one 
another?, In what ways can we strengthen our existing minis
tries?, What are new ministries we can create to bless our 
neighborhood?, How can we develop and equip our children 
and youth to be the church of the future?, and, In what ways 
can we continue to love God and neighbor as a church? There 
are other questions for sure but seeking answers to these to
gether as we begin the year will help us move from hoping to 
becoming.

I look forward to 2022 with you!
John
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COVID UPDATE

Sabra Scoggin- 1/2

Lily Traylor- 1/4

Mike McCrary- 1/5

Nate Hicks- 1/9

Jason Smothers- 1/24

Parker Deaton- 1/22

A LOOK BACK AT THE HOLIDAYS

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

a r ■ a ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

&

Upcoming 

Announcements

Our children and youth ministries meet in person before worship at 9:45 
am each Sunday. Both meet in the basement under the Sanctuary. The 
entrance is through the side door of the sanctuary off of Olive Street. The 
children’s class uses the Spark House Curriculum for bible study. Our 
Youth’s class bases their weekly lesson on the current worship lectionary.

The women’s class meets in the small conference room accessible 
through the Topeka Street entrance and our Co-Ed class meets in the 
large conference room also through this entrance. Both classes are 
studying the Nurturing Faith curriculum. Check out the latest infor
mation on this study by visiting https://goodfaithmedia.org/journal.

• Monday, January 10, 
Veterans birthday party 
at 6:30 pm

• Wednesday, January 12, 
Elder meeting at 12 pm

• Wednesday, January 12, 
new Midweek Study be
ginning at 5:30 pm

BIRTHDAYS THIS
MONTH

Due to the ever increasing surge of the latest variant of COVID 19 our church 
has gone back to mandating masks be worn during Sunday School and Worship. 
We urge you to take care of yourselves and to get vaccinated if you have not 
already and to get your booster if you are able. The following is information 
about getting both the vaccination as well as the booster from LSUHS:

LSUHS North Campus is open to: PUBLIC • EDUCATORS • HEALTHCARE 
Located at The Fairgrounds in Shreveport, Monday through Friday, 10:00 
AM to 6:00 PM

• COVID-19 Testing and First, Second and Booster Vaccination are available 
per CDC guidelines

• Any minor under the age of 18 needs a parent present to receive their first 
vaccine.

• Minors ages 5-17 may ONLY receive the Pfizer vaccine, but those 18 years 
and up may receive the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccine.

Individuals who previously received the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines are eligible 
for a booster shot 6 months after completion of their initial series. Those who 
previously received the Johnson & Johnson vaccine are eligible for a booster 
dose 2 months after their initial dose.
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MISSIONAL MINISTRY NEWS
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Level Up—this Volunteers of America program at the Highland 
Center that emphasizes moving homeless youth ages 18-24 into 
permanent supportive housing quickly, while addressing current 
needs and past trauma experienced. Case managers provide 
home based stabilization that leads to housing retention and in
dependence.

Veterans Team: We celebrate birthdays on the first Monday of 
each month and provide other services as needed.

Visions of Hope Team: We have resumed our in-person 
weekly worship service and activity with the Visions of Hope cli
ents, now meeting with them on Tuesdays, 9:30-10:00 am. Con
tact Sabra Hicks for more information.

Highland Center Ministries Team: We host and serve High
land Blessing Dinner on the fourth Thursday of every month.

In addition to the Blessing Dinner, Highland Center Ministries 
also has a Sr. Adult Meal once a week for 50+ in the gym on 
Tuesdays at 11:00 am. The meal is $4. Contact Sabra Scoggin if 
you would like more information on how to volunteer or dine at 
the meal.

Highland Kids Team—The Communities in Schools and 
Lighthouse programs at Creswell are not allowing volunteers in 
person at this time. Help with students is all via Zoom at this 
time. To learn more about how to sign up to be a virtual tutor 
please contact Sabra Hicks at the church office.

Teen Club of Volunteers of America: Teen Club provides a 
safe haven for high school students to meet positive and encour
aging people who will help them prepare for their future. The 
program is located at the Highland Center. Contact Dewanna 
Lovelace for more information about how you can volunteer.

Immigrant Ministry: Our church has been busy with other 
churches and organizations helping Louisiana Advocates for Im
migrants in Detention. As asylum seekers are released from de
tention centers in Louisiana, we help the organization connect 
them with their families for travel arrangements, with lodging, 
and with meals. If you would like to help, contact the church of
fice at 318-673-4440.
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NEW MIDWEEK STUDY

Beginning Wednesday, January 19, 20225:30 pm
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RBARA BROWN 
TAYLOR
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day: January 17

Every fourth Thursday 
of the month is our 
time to serve at the 
Blessing Dinner. We 
have gone back to serv
ing to-go meals until 
further notice. Volun
teers are needed more 
than ever for this. 
Please come as close to 
5 pm as possible.
Highland Mardi 
Gras Parade
It is time for Mardi 
Gras season and we 
will be participating 
once again in the 
Krewe of Highland pa
rade on Feb. 27th. 
Please start rounding 
up throws to donate 
and let the office know 
if you are interested in 
riding on the float.

Highland Blessing 
Dinner

WELCOMING 
SAFE SPACE 
FOR EVERYONE

DIVERSE 
INCLUSIVE

About the Author
Barbara Brown Taylor is the author of thirteen books, including the 
New York Times bestseller An Altar in the World and Leaving Church, 
which received an Author of the Year award from the Georgia Writers 
Association. Taylor is the Butman Professor of Religion at Piedmont 
College, where she has taught since 1998. She lives on a working farm 
in rural northeast Georgia with her husband, Ed.

"No, violence isxiot the way. 
Hate is not the way. ' 
Bitterness is not the way. We 
must stand up with love in 
our hearts, with a lack of 
bitterness and jut a 
determination tdarotest 
courageously forjustice and 
freedomJn this land."

Book: An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Tay
lor. $10

We will begin each session with prayer and the dis
cussion led by: Dr. Holly McIntyre (Jinny Henson’s 
Aunt).

The author reveals meaningful ways to discover the 
sacred in the small things we do and see, from sim
ple practices such as walking, working, and prayer. 
Something as ordinary as hanging clothes on a clothesline becomes an 
act of meditation if we pay attention to what we’re doing and take time 
to notice the sights, smells, and sounds around us. Making eye contact 
with the cashier at the grocery store becomes a moment of true human 
connection. Allowing yourself to get lost leads to new discoveries. As 
we incorporate these practices into our daily lives, we begin to discover 
altars everywhere we go, in nearly everything we do. Through Taylor's 
expert guidance and delicate, thought-provoking prose, we learn to live 
with purpose, pay attention, slow down, and revere the world we live 
in.



Lectionary for

January

Texts this month are:

Jan. 2: Jeremiah 31:7-14, Matthew 2:1-12

Jan. 9 : Isaiah 43:1-7, Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Jan. 23: Nehemiah 8:1-3,5-6,8-10, Luke 4:14-21

Jan. 30: Jeremiah 1:4-10, Luke 4:21-30

HIGHLAND CHRISTMAS SHOPPE

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA OF NLA

DATE TIME PROGRAM TOUR

•VIRTUAL
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You can keep up with the scripture we use in Worship each week 
by visiting www.lectionarypage.net.

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed gifts and time 
helping us with this year’s Christmas Shoppe. Here is a final report 
on the Christmas Shoppe: We had 56 shoppers on the day of the 
Shoppe and made a total of $1785. Post Christmas, we had 8 shop
pers in the 2 weeks after, including one man who bought everything 
left to distribute to those in need, for a total amount of $486. So 
our final total was 64 shoppers and $2,271.

It’s 2022 and here’s 
the Hope Begins 
Here tour schedule! 
Make a New Years 
resolution to join in 
on a tour the first 
Wednesday of every 
month at 11 a.m.

These unique pro
gram tours are free, 
one hour or less, and 
open to the commu
nity. Learn what 
VOA does, how they 
do it, and why this 
ministry of work is 
touching so many 
lives.

11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am
11 am

Visions of Hope
Veterans Transitional Living Facility
Bossier Lighthouse
Corbitt Lodge
Supported Independent Living*
Veterans Treatment Court*
Choice Neighborhood
South Pointe Place
CIS/ Lighthouse at Atkins Elementary
McAdoo
Travis Street Lighthouse
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Jan 5
Feb 2
March 2
March 16
June 1
July 6
Aug 5
Sept 7
Oct 5
Nov 2
Dec 7

The Season after

Epiphany
The hhinifestotion of Chm!
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WVolunteers of America 
NORTH LOUISIANA

HOPE BEGINS HERE TOURS 2022
Our monthly tours are the perfect introduction to our organization! Every tour Is Informative and inspiring. 

Visit our website at https://voanorthla.org to register!
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ST. LUKE’S MEDICAL MINISTRY

HOW TO ACCESS US ONLINE

www.cfth.church

We exist to bless the 
Highland neighbor
hood with the love of 
Jesus through Volun
teers of America and 

other community 
partnerships.

CHURCH FORTHE 
HIGHLANDS

The St. Luke’s Episcopal Mobile Medi
cal unit is at the Highland Center every 
2nd Thursday of the month and pro
vides blood pressure, blood sugar, cho
lesterol, and various other screenings 
for the Highland community.

Our Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/ 
ChurchfortheHighlands /
Our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/ 
churchforthehighlandsOrgCBF
Our website: cfth.church

PLEASE 
PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE
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520 Olive St 
Shreveport, LA 71104 

318-673-4440
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