
CHURCH FOR THE 
HIGHLANDS 

We exist  

to bless the Highland 

neighborhood 

 with the love of Jesus  

through Volunteers of 

America  

and other community  

partnerships. 

HOW TO ACCESS US ONLINE 
 

Our Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/

ChurchfortheHighlands/ 

Our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/c/

churchforthehighlandsOrgCBF 

Our website: cfth.church 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Church for the Highlands 

520 Olive St 
Shreveport, LA 71104 

 

318-673-4440 
 

www.cfth.church 

YOUR LOGO HERE 

It is with great sadness we learned of the 

passing of Toni Venable on November 

19th. Our deepest sympathy goes out to 

her wife, Juanita, and her family. Toni 

will be missed by all of us at Church for 

the Highlands. 

IN MEMORY OF TONI VENABLE 



 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH 

Henry Cooner- 12/2 

Aiden Jones- 12/8 

Audrey Jones- 12/8 

Sam McCrary- 12/11 

Jinny Henson- 12/10 

Kyle Kelley- 12/20 

Lake Hicks- 12/22 

Ene Thomas- 12/28 

MIDWEEK PRAYER 

Our children and youth ministries meet in person before worship at 9:45 am 

each Sunday. The room for the children’s ministry  has been moved to the base-

ment on the Sanctuary side of the building and can be accessed through the 

Sanctuary main entrance on Olive Street. The youth are meeting in the gym and 

can be accessed through the main entrance on  Olive Street  

The children are currently studying about God’s love and how to show it each 

day in the world around them. 

The youth are studying the verses in line with worship for each week.  

 

Midweek Advent Reflections & Prayer  

Wednesdays, 

5:30 pm on 

Zoom:  

Zoom ID:  

318 673 8440  

Password: cfth  

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

We have resumed Sunday school for all three of our adult 

classes.  

The schedule for each is: 

 

Co-Ed and Women's Class- Every Wednesday after mid-

week prayer,  both  classes are in person at the Highland 

Center and for those who need to remain home, on Zoom, to have a time of 

study together. Both classes are studying from the Nurturing Faith Sunday 

School book. Please contact Ralph Blake or Jinny Henson for the Zoom link.  

 

Young Adult Class- Every Sunday at 9:45am this class meets in person in our 

new room located in the in the basement on the Sanctuary side of the building. 

This class is currently studying the Book of Romans.  
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“We are helping children at Creswell with their schoolwork online via 
Zoom.” 

You can register for the event here:  

https://allianceofbaptists.org/calendar/event/do-you-hear-what

-i-hear  

Missional Ministry activities have 

been minimal during the pan-

demic, but here's a reminder of 

what each team does and ideas 

for things that can be done even 

during this time:  

Veterans Team—Glove, sock, and 

hat collection for veterans at the 

Veterans Transition Center.  

Visions of Hope Team—This team 

works with people who attend 

Visions of Hope, the community 

day program that helps people 

with chronic mental illness learn 

ways of coping with their illness, 

guides them toward achieving 

their goals. The program gives 

them a place to have fun and be in 

health relationships with others. 

The team provides a weekly chap-

el service as well as music, art, 

and recreation activities.  

 

Highland Center Ministries 

Team—This year's Christmas 

Shoppe will be on Saturday, De-

cember 12, 9:00am-4:00 pm. An-

yone willing to donate new gift 

items for children and adults, 

such as toys, children’s clothing, 

household items, teen and adult 

(all new).Items should not cost 

more than $20. Donations of 

Christmas wrapping supplies are 

also needed—bows, paper and 

ribbons.  

Creswell Elementary Team—We 

are helping children at Creswell 

with their schoolwork online via 

Zoom. Please contact Sabra Hicks 

for how you can participate.  

If you would like to get more in-

formation about a team or are 

interested in joining one, please 

call the church office at 318-673-

4440.  

ALLIANCE OF BAPTIST NEWS 

MINISTRY NEWS 
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“This market-style Christmas Shoppe allows parents in the  Highland  
area to provide their kids and loved ones with gifts. “ 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

GIVE THE GIFT OF CARING 

Due to the virus and the unknowns of a public gather-

ing on one of our most crowded services of the year, 

this year's Christmas Eve service will be an outdoor 

service at 5:00 pm located on our parking lot. If the 

weather isn't good, the service will be live streamed to 

our Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

There will also be a pre-recorded Carols and Lessons 

we will stream on Christmas Day on our Facebook 

page and YouTube channel.  

HIGHLAND         
CHRISTMAS SHOPPE 

WHO: Anyone willing to donate 

new gift items for children 

and  adults, such as toys, house-

hold items, teen  and adult 

items (all new). Items should 

not cost more than $20.  Christ-

mas wrapping supplies also 

needed — gift bags and tissue 

only.  

WHAT: This market-style 

Christmas Shoppe allows par-

ents in the  Highland area to 

provide their kids and loved 

ones with gifts. Gifts  donated 

will be sold at a discounted price 

of $5 or less, and wrapped.   

WHEN: Saturday, December 12, 

2020,  9am to 4pm 

Where: 520 Olive Street 

WHY: This market helps to keep 

prices low, but dignity and re-

spect high by  allowing people of 

the Highland community to 

spend their own money on 

brand  new toys and gifts for 

their families and friends  
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Caring Gifts—Purchasing an angel makes a 

great gift for Christmas. Donate to Volun-

teers of America using the online form at 

https://voanorthla.org/caringgifts/. In re-

turn, they will send a beautiful, hand-

wrapped angel ornament to everyone on 

your holiday shopping list. Inside the gift is 

a card that tells the recipient how the dona-

tion someone made in their name. By send-

ing a Caring Gifts angel, you will honor 

those who receive the angel and provide 

countless opportunities to children and 

families, veterans, people with disabilities, 

and seniors.  



Lectionary Texts coming up this month are:  

December 6: 2nd Sunday of Advent: Peace: Isaiah 40:1-11,                       

2 Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8  

December 13: 3rd Sunday of Advent: Rejoice: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11,1 

Thess. 5:16-24, John 1:6-8, 19-28  

December 20: 4th Sunday of Advent: Love: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16,          

Romans 16:25-27, Luke 1:26-38  

Christmas Eve: Isaiah 9:2-7, Titus 2:11-14, Luke 2:1-20  

December 27: First Sunday after Christmas: Isaiah 61:10-62:3,           

Galatians 4:4-7, Luke 2:22-40  

You can keep up with the scripture we use in Worship each week by 

visiting www.lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu   
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NEWS FROM INTERFAITH OF NORTH AND 
CENTRAL LOUISIANA  

Join in on 10,000 conversations going on with Interfaith:  

You can join in on the conversations on the Together for Louisiana website: 

https://www.togetherla.org/tla10k  

https://www.togetherla.org/tla10k


December, 2020 
Volume 1, Issue 3 

Church 
News 
OUR ORDINARY 
TIME CONTINUES 

New from the Pastor: 

Advent is here, although, like 

most everything, it seems 

different this year. We, for example, aren't able to gather for our 

traditional midweek Advent soup suppers. Nor are we able to 

join our voices together as we sing Advent and Christmas hymns. 

Even with all the changes to how we gather and worship during 

this pandemic, there is one thing about Advent that remains the 

same—the reminder that there is light in the midst of the dark-

ness of our world. As the prophets and gospel writers tell us, the 

darkness is indeed dark but the light is shining and is getting 

brighter. The light of God coming into our world makes the dark-

ness merely a backdrop. As Ralph Waldo Emerson noted, "When 

it is dark enough, you can see the stars." In the darkness of our 

world right now, we can see the stars shining. Our words of Ad-

vent—peace, hope, joy, and love—are indicators of what that light 

is doing for us in the darkness and of what life will be like soon. 

Jesus is arriving and what we see dawning now will be fully radi-

ant soon. Our Advent son "O Come O Come Emmanuel" will give 

way to "Joy to the World."  

Until then, we keep going in the dark, lighting our candles along 

the way.  

In the light of Advent,  

John  
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