January 2019

“Sharing God’s Extravagant Grace
Changing Lives for Eternity”

Home Blessings
One of the rich traditions of the church has been that
of home blessings. Praying over, blessing, marking,
and publicly declaring God’s ownership and
protection over our residences is both an act of faith
and a statement of faith. If you are interested in
having a blessing of your home, please see Fr. Joe.

2019
with

GOD
Sunday, January 27th

We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and that this
New Year brings abundant blessings to you and your
loved ones. May your faith inspire courageous living,
contagious joy and extravagant generosity as you walk
with Christ.
The beginning of a new year provides a precious
opportunity to reflect on our deepest hopes and
aspirations, not only as individuals but as a church
community and ministry seeking to respond to Jesus
who is the light of our world (John 8:12).
Will you join me as we seek to serve Christ and our
community, committing ourselves in faith to the present
and future trusting in the possibilities for growth and
Christian mission that only God can bring about through
our discipleship and witness as we continue to seek and
serve Him?

Sharing God’s Extravagant Grace
Changing Lives for Eternity.

following our worship and Potluck

God loves the
church and
wants His
children to love
the church too!
Can you imagine God loving the Church as much as
He loves you and me? We can easily rationalize that
the Church is just man-made organizations with
denominational values, traditions, and agendas.
Looking over history, especially church history, we
see splits, scandals, schisms, and sinfulness that
would shame any family. We might say, “We have
found the church wanting: our time, our money, our
service.” But instead, here is Christ, loving the
church. When apostles were anxious and fretting
about the welfare of the church, God reminded them
time and again of His concern.
(Continued on page 2)
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In John’s Revelation, Jesus is walking among the churches He loves, encouraging and revealing weaknesses, yet
affirming His presence and promise (Rev. 2 & 3). The Apostle Paul writes, “Christ loves the church so much that
He gave himself up for her” (Eph. 5:25). Again and again in Scripture we read of the Triune God’s love for this
strange gathering of people who regularly come together for worship, prayer, teaching, mission, and relational
support.

The church is the cradle, the confessional, and the community God has
designed for His children, their home away from home. In the book
I love Thy Church, O Lord,
of Acts we see God numbering those who were saved among the
The House of Thy Abode.
church in Jerusalem and, likewise, in the communities where the
The Church our blest Redeemer saved
gospel was preached and accepted. It was the place of instruction
With His Own precious blood.
and growth. The church is also confessional in two ways: in creed
and cleansing. Paul identifies the church as the “pillar and
I love Thy Church, O God!
foundation of truth” (1Timothy 3:15 ). In the church we are
Her walls before Thee stand
continually reminded of the character of God and the truths of His
Dear as the apple of Thine eye,
Word. We are also confronted with the reality of the deadliness of
And graven on Thy hand.
sin in both our pre-conversion and post-conversion life. Through the
work of the Holy Spirit speaking to our spirit we are convicted to
By Timothy Dwight
confess our sins to God and one another; opening the pathway of
blessing, acceptance, and joy. Finally, in the church we find true community. The Church is buildings and
bodies, a gathering place and connecting place. And even more than just our earthly connections, through the
sacraments we experience communion with God, especially each week when we taste of the Eucharist.
In this coming year, 2019, we will intentionally seek to again express God’s heart through the ministry of the local
church, His CHURCH, our church. One lesson I have learned over the many years of following Christ is to
expect the unexpected as you continue to pursue God. His leading is often Epiphany-like, calling us to follow, to
surrender, and to believe. Let us look forward into His light and let the shadows of 2018 fall behind us, being
light in the darkness, and the living legacy of His grace.

Peace, fr joe
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon

verse 2

LEADERSHIP COMMUNIQUE
Moving into 2019, we will be making some ministry changes. Given our congregation’s size and financial
resources, as reflected in our pledges and anticipated income, Fr. Joe’s ministry within our church will shift from
full-time status to that of part-time. To balance the budget we need to make a significant adjustment. Since there
are fixed ministry costs, compensation is the one area that can be adjusted. The Vestry is currently discussing
how this will impact our overall ministry and the amount of ministry time Fr. Joe will be able to allocate to our
church given a potential 55% compensation decrease. Please be in prayer for our leadership as we make these
changes.
2018 BUDGET SNAP SHOT: General Fund Giving through Nov. 30th
$78,272
2018 Budget $89,870
Expenses TD $82,342


As of 12/18/2018 Our checking account balance was $18,210.92
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2018 MINISTRIES SNAPSHOT


January-December—Monthly Community Serve Soup Lunches on the 4th Thursday at the Four Seasons
Apartment Complex.



January—Collecting and sharing socks, gloves, and hats at the Lansing Homeless Shelter.



February—Special Love Gift Offering for Padiate to bring his family over from Uganda.



March—Lego Kid’s Bible Outreach…. including mailing of over 1,400 invites to our community.



April—Shared in providing household items for Padiate for the arrival of his family.



June-Sept-- Table of Grace Ministries—moving our worship to Monday
evenings. Sharing snack bars three times per week mid-morning in front of
our building.



August—Participated in the DeWitt Community Ox Roast with a kiosk
sharing water bottles, gift-cards, and kid’s items.



October—A six-week promotional/initiation to the ALPAHA Course.
Hosted the Michigan and Northern Indiana ADLG- Pastors & Wives Retreat.



November—Silver Bells Popcorn Blessing
Apple Pie Hospitality Give-Away
Sharing Thanksgiving food baskets with families at the Four Seasons Apartments.



December—Collecting and sharing socks, hats, scarfs, and gloves at the Homeless Shelter.
Giving away Christmas cookies.

Other Ministries:
 Special Services: Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, Christmas Eve
 3 Book Discussions
 January—Home blessings
 March-- Seder Meal at the Heisey’s
 January-May 4th Sunday Potlucks
 August—Church Picnic at the Heisey’s
 December—Sue & Fr. Joe’s Annual Christmas Luncheon
 January-December Thursday Morning Café Padre @ Panera’s
 Bi-weekly Men’s Monday Morning Breakfast & Bible Discussion
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MINISTRY PHOTO SPOT 2018
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SHARING in our
CtkA Church
January Ministries
SATURDAY, January 12th MEN’S WORK of Christ Breakfast
8:30-10 AM Cost $ 5.
Location: 4828 Hagadorn Rd, East Lansing.
Guys this is always a great meal in food and WORD, and social time
around the table. Don’t worry if you think you won’t know anyone.
You will and Tim Shireman will make sure you are well taken care of.
See Tim for more information and consider spending a Saturday
morning with guys across the Lansing community who are committed
to following Jesus.

Guys Remember CtK’s Breakfast & Bible Group meeting every other
Monday morning at 8:30 AM. This month we will be meeting on
January 14th & 28th at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant (West Saginaw).
We will be starting a new study. Join us.

Our Next Community Serve Soup Lunch
will be on the 4th Thursday January 24th.
Join us as we serve the Four Seasons Apartments Lunch from
10:30 AM to 1 PM.

Will you join us one day a month
to fast and pray for our church
ministry and the Anglican
churches and clergy in Michigan?
We will be fasting on the 2nd
Wednesday of each month.
Our fast will begin on Tuesday
with the last meal before 7 PM. A
fast can include consuming liquids
and any necessary food for health
reasons. During Wednesday, 4
texts will be sent throughout the
day with updated items to pray
about.
On Wednesday evening at 5:30
PM we will gather for a time of
corporate prayer, offer healing
prayer, and then communion.
After our gathering, we will share
together in a light supper and
reflection.
Please consider joining us as we
seek God’s power, provisions, and
presence for His Church and our
ministry.

JANUARY 27th

Announcing…..
Fr. Samuel & Rebekah are getting
married on January 10th in Uganda
by her father the, a bishop as
Fr. Samuel’s family attends
We will be planning something when
she can come to the U.S. in a few
months.
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The Back Page NEWS
WHEN CANDLES ARE LIGHTED ON CANDLEMAS.
CCLI Song # 7005360 Elizabeth Cosnett
© Words: Stainer & Bell Ltd (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company)

Something to Ponder
“Gratitude the Habit.”

Verse 1

From a recent article on gratitude a leading
scientific expert, Dr. Robert A. Emmons, defines
gratitude as having two parts: “(1) affirming
goodness in one’s life and (2) recognizing that
the sources of this goodness lie at least partially
outside the self.” A secular definition yet it
cannot deny that the source of goodness comes
from somewhere else. According to Scripture, it
is God who is good and the source of all
goodness. (Genesis 1:7, Psalm 34:8, James 1:17.)
Our response is that of gratitude. “This article
doesn’t depend only on Christian ideas but has some
great insights,” according to Mark Galli the editor
of Christianity Today. Check out this article if
you have time at:
https://www.artofmanliness.com/2017/12/18/spirit
ual-disciplines-gratitude/

Great Quotes
Never clutch the past so tightly that it leaves you unable
to embrace the present.”
~Author unknown

When candles are lighted on Candlemas Day. The
dark is behind us and Spring's on the way
Chorus
A glory dawns in every dark place
The light of Christ the fullness of grace
Verse 2

The kings have departed the shepherds have
gone. The Child and his parents are left on their
own
Verse 3

They go to the temple obeying the law
And offer two pigeons the gift of the poor
Verse 4

But Anna and Simeon recognize there
The Christ-child who came at the turn of the year
Verse 5

The old who have suffered and waited so long
See hope for the world as they welcome the
young
Verse 6

“Yesterday’s the past, tomorrow’s the future, but today is a
gift. That’s why it’s called the present.”
~Bill Keane
“Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies
ahead. I press on…”
~Philippians 3:13,14 NLT

They gaze at God's wonderful answer to prayer
The joy of the Jews and the Gentiles' desire
Verse 12

Like Anna like Simeon may they have trust
The eyes to see Jesus and peace at the last
Verse 13

HAPPY NEW YEAR & GOD’s BLESSINGS!

Rector: Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker 517-881-5725
Rev. Samuel Makuach:
517-200-8370

The candles invite us to praise and to pray
When Christmas greets Easter on Candlemas day

revjmlaker@gmail.com
smakuach@gmail.com

CTK Church Office : 1161 East Clark Rd, DeWitt, MI 48820

517-455-7094

Web page: www.CTKAchurch.org email: myctkachurch@gmail.com
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