
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

    

Why do some persons 
'find' God in a way 

that others 
 do not?  

 

Why does God manifest His Presence to some and let multitudes of 
others struggle along in the half-light of imperfect Christian 
experience? Of course the will of God is the same for all. He has no 
favorites within His household. All He has ever done for any of His 
children He will do for all of His children. The difference lays not 
with God but with us. 
                                                     

                                                           ― A.W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God 

 

Did you catch that?   The difference lays not with God but with us.   
Our experience of God has a relational component that requires 
receptivity and response. Another favorite writer of mine, C.S. 
Lewis shares a unique way of understanding the relationship of 
the Trinity and of our relationship with God.  He writes, 
  

And that, by the way, is perhaps the most important difference 
between Christianity and all other religions: that in Christianity 
God is not a static thing—not even a person—but a dynamic, 
pulsating activity, a life, almost a kind of drama. Almost, if you 
will not think me irreverent, a kind of dance.  

 

There is a resurgence of entertaining dance.  A popular TV series is 
called Dancing with the Stars, an 11-week competition, where, 
famous celebrities from film, television, athletics and the media 
are paired with professional dancers in a weekly showdown, 
demonstrating a variety of dance forms to be ultimately crowned 
the best dancer.   
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“Awakening the Imagination to God’s Story 
 to Transform Our Story”  

J a n u a r y  2 0 1 7  

 

Where’s Fr. Joe on Thursdays?        
On Thursday mornings I’m at the Lansing 

Mall- Panera’s sharing his Café Padre 
ministry. His table has a sign, 

Need Prayer?  or Just have a question—Ask. 

 

 
 
 
   
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas 
and that this New Year brings abundant 
blessings to you and your loved ones.  
May your faith inspire courageous living, 
contagious joy and extravagant generosity 
as you walk with Christ.  
 
The beginning of a new year provides a 
precious opportunity to reflect on our 
deepest hopes and aspirations, not only as 
individuals but as a church community and 
ministry seeking to respond to Jesus who 
is the light of our world (John 8:12). Our 
Christian hope at  CtK year’s opening is 
not a sentimental or facile optimism, even 
less a flight from the world, but the 
courage to acknowledge and commit 
ourselves in faith to the present and 
future with trust in the possibilities for 
growth and Christian mission that only 
God can bring about through our 
discipleship and witness as we continue to 
seek and serve Him. 
 
 

  2017 with GOD  

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1082290.A_W_Tozer
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/203894
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Past winners included Emmit Smith (Football),  Apolo Ohno (Speed skater), Donny Osmond (Singer) and Donald 
Driver (Football—Go PACK GO!),  to name a few. However, probably one of the best dance teams in the last 
century was not a winner of this program.  From 1933 -1945, in nine movies, the iconic dance duo of Fred 
Astaire and Ginger Rogers fascinated audiences with their free flowing dance moves. She was his favorite 
partner as they seamlessly flew across stages in effortless motion.  What made them so great?  
 
Receptivity and response.   It was said that Ginger Rogers just “mirrored everything her partner did, but 
backward and in high heels.”  He led.  She followed.  She wasn’t a professional dancer but was open and 
attentive to his every move.  Her response was automatic and instantaneous as she placed herself in the 
moment, present with her partner receiving his energy and creativity. According to Astaire, this was the quality 
that made it work and made them great. 
 

Receptivity and response aren’t only needed for a terrific dance partner but also for our walk with God.   One of 
the ways we can grow in our depth of experience with God is through worshiping well.  We all know the 
importance God places upon our worship of Him both individually and corporately as seen in the Scriptures and 
the life of Jesus.   
 

Worshiping well is being receptive and responsive to God.   When we gather we believe God really wants to 
speak with us in all that is being done in the service. God is leading us, and we, like good dance partners, follow 
His leading, attentive to His movements.      
 
In honesty, worship is not always super inspiring, engaging with wow stuff, or Hollywood special effects.  At 
times it seems routine, familiar, and mistake-laden. Our minds wander. Our singing, off key.  Yet, God is here and 
where God is, He is active. Changing us every time.  Cleansing us. Shaping our lives with His presence and power.  
When we are engaged, receptive and responding, the mystery of the “What if” enters our lives, hearing God’s 
grace as He “writes straight with crooked lives.”     
 

Sometimes, in the hour of worship it might be just a word, an impression, a seed planted that captures our 
imagination.  Soul shifting begins to take place as the Spirit moves within us.  The mystery of God’s Word heard, 
experienced, directing, convicting moves us into a deeper experience of God.   
 

Worshiping well is coming before God in our brokenness, honesty, and yes, even bored attitude allowing grace 
to renew us. If nothing else appears to happen, to experience the good feeling of knowing we are doing the right 
thing and knowing that God delights in us, should stir us to share each week in this faith sustaining practice. 
 

Learning to dance better, 
Grace,   fr joe 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon  verse 2 

 
 

WE BELIEVE OUR WORSHIP SHAPES OUR FAITH AND BELIEFS.   
 
The Latin phrase, lex orandi lex credendi (“the law of praying is the law of 
believing”) is used in the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Anglican Churches to 

express the deep connection between liturgy and doctrine. This connection is particularly important for 
Anglicans because our central defining document is not a systematic theology laid out by a particular theologian, 
or council, though we hold to the Creeds, but our key distinctive is the Book of Common Prayer, which is 
primarily a liturgical document. So, what we say and do in the context of worship is arguably the purest 
expression of who we are and what we believe as a Church.    
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CtK Info WALL 

 
 

  

 HOME BLESSINGS.    Would you like to have the special blessing of God on your home? A time to 
dedicate the place you call home?   To ask God to provide his special protection and favor?   It is a time-
honored rite of claiming God’s, protection, power, and blessing as we seek His cleansing and filling our 
homes with His presence.    Ask Fr. Joe more about it and schedule a time to receive your home blessing. 
 

 Book Discussion.  
  

                

 

  

                               

 
 
 
 
 
                   
                  Coming from a Jewish perspective shaped by life, Rabbi Kushner shares his understanding on sin, 

miracles, God’s intervention in life, and suffering.   This book should provide some lively discussion 
from our Christian and New Testament revelation.   Our discussion will be on Tuesday, January 31st at 

                6 PM.   Place to be determined.   Books are available at CtK for $15 each.  

 
 LADIES PRAYER GATHERING.      Wednesday, January 18th @ 6:30 PM 
         You are invited to share in an evening of prayer and encouragement as we gather at Sue Mlaker’s home. 

As we gather together, we want to dedicate ourselves to building a deeper relationship with God and 
with one another.  Please consider joining with us. 
 
 
 

 SOCIAL PIZZA & GAME NIGHT.     Saturday,  January 28th   6 PM @ the Mlaker’s 
Get rid of the winter blues and join us for stories, laughter, some light-hearted competition and most of  
All spending time with some terrific people. 

 
 

 ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING.   Sunday, January 29th  
              following our morning worship service. 
 
 

  

This month we are reading a provocative book written by a popular writer 
and New York Times best-selling author, Rabbi Harold Kushner.  In a book 
review by Christian Century the reviewer writes, 
 

When Kushner began his vocation as a rabbi, he soon discovered that 
the members of his synagogue were asking questions he had not 
encountered in seminary. This awakening led to a reorientation of his 
faith away from a “command and obey” religion to one of seeing how 
the ways of God add meaning and depth to life.  
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    It’s that time of the year again when    
   churches across our diocese and  
   denomination provide an analytical    
  snapshot of their 2016 ministry.   

 

    Chapter 2016 of our story is now written, 366 days of life lived, opportunities, disappointments, challenges, 

victories and even failures. Through it all God’s grace has been sufficient. I know we are all hoping for growth, 
because that’s what healthy churches do.  Right?  Growth can be described in many ways from numbers, 
budgets celebrations, and real estate.  Yet, these can be just a shadow lacking real spiritual substance.    
 

In the book, The Grasshopper Myth:  Big Churches, Small Churches and the Small Thinking that Divides Us, we are 
challenged by Karl Vaters, a seasoned pastor, to look at a wider matrix for determining true biblical church 
health.  He writes, 
 

For several years I stopped going to seminars and reading ministry books. I went to movies and read novels 
instead. It was a nice break from the pressure to perform, because when Will Smith saved the world he 
didn’t expect me to go home and do it too. What was wrong with me? I would ask. I’m a bright person. I 
know I’m called to pastoral ministry. I know I’m called to pastor this specific church. Why can’t I make it 
what it’s supposed to be? Why won’t it grow?! 
 

The answer? Healthy things need to become healthful things. Healthy plants take in the proper nutrients 
and grow strong, but if they provide no value to anyone outside themselves they’re not healthful. A 
healthful plant is not just healthy but is also supplying valuable fruit to others…The body of Christ needs to 
be more conscious of what healthful growth looks like. In fact, a church can’t truly call itself healthy until it 
is healthful as well. 

 

Did you catch that, “a church can’t truly call itself healthy until it is healthful as well.”  Healthful, supplying 
valuable fruit to others.  That’s a great definition of real ministry and impact making for Christ.   
 

At CtK this year we can crunch the statistical numbers but they don’t really tell the story of our footprint for 
Christ.   In 2016 our ministry of extravagant grace reached deeply into the lives of many others.  We were able to 
richly share financially with love gifts of over $3,000 (a plane ticket for our friend to see his wife, and a sendoff 
to our deacon).  Unwed mothers were blessed with our boxes of clothes and baby supplies at Hannah House. We 
touched the lives of over 1,000 celebrants with Christmas cheer in downtown Lansing’s Festival of Lights parade.  
Our Christmas cookie give-away, Thanksgiving turkey dinners, and Clark Corner Coffee Cup Blessing spoke of 
grace and thankfulness to those served. Sharing $300 in Christmas gift cards with strangers in need, spoke more 
to our hearts of compassion than those who received them.  Ringing bells and singing for the Salvation Army 
Kettle Drive was more fun than ministry. These were just some of the healthful activities we organized. 
 
Reading through our Acts of Kindness Blessing Journal, which is on the front table, your responses of kindness, 
mercy, and generosity tell stories of God’s grace.  From the small acts of cleaning a windshield or fixing a bike 
tire, to driving someone for a doctor’s appointment, delivering Meals on Wheels, visiting Senior Centers, 
mentoring, demonstrate the largeness of our footprint for Christ.  We also have the ministry to family, aging 
parents, grand-children and beyond, a sacrificial giving of time and patience.   
 
Sometimes it is easier to count the numbers before us and not see the real growth of witness for Christ.   Even 
though we would all like the numbers, including myself, if truth be told I would much rather have larger feet. 
 
May you continue to shine God’s light of grace upon grace in our communities for Christ.  Thank you. God Bless. 
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This January we are collecting much-needed items for the homeless  
in the Lansing area.   Our clothing items will be distributed at  
Volunteers of America and the Lansing Rescue mission.  This is 
a great time to shop for these winter clearance items.  We have 
also invited a few of the local Clark Corner businesses to share 
in this compassion ministry with us.  All items need to be received 
by January 31st.   Cash donations are also accepted.  We have some  
great gift shoppers.   Remember, we are blessed to be a blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
As a grandparent you have a 
wonderful opportunity to speak 
into the lives of your family. 
 
Larry Folwer of Legacy Coalition 
writes, 
  
 Biblical grandparents “get it”, but 
they are not perfect - often, far 
from it. They understand their 
role and have a clear mission 
concerning the biblical mandate 
to teach and tell the next 
generations the truth about God 
and His redemption plan. They 
are living to make much of Christ 
in their lives so their 
grandchildren will know what it 
means to know, love and serve 
Christ wholeheartedly. Biblical 
grandparents put into practice 
the instructions of Deuteronomy 
4:9; 6:1-8, and Ephesians 5:15 to 
make the most of every 
opportunity to impress the things 
that truly matter upon the hearts 
and minds of their grandchildren. 
They are committed to the 
authority of God’s Word, not to 
be used as a club, but as a 
testament to God’s greatness, 
goodness and grace. 
 
To help you begin this year we 
would like to pray for all the 
grandchildren in our extended 
church family.  Would you 
consider providing us their names 
and ages so we can incorporate 
them into our prayer schedule? A 
sheet is available on the info table 
or you can email the information. 
  
 

 

“Sabbath is the rest between two notes that are 

continually in discord.” 
~ Poet, Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

 

“Sabbath time is to see ourselves in the 

divine Story.” 
~ Kent Groff 
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Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:                    517-200-8370             smakuach@gmail.com     

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820         517-455-7094 
 

Web page:  www.CTKAchurch.org    email: myctkachurch@gmail.com 

The Back Page NEWS

  
 
Here’s my current list of top 10 

“bumper-snickers.” 

 

I get enough exercise just pushing 

my luck. 
 

Change is inevitable, except from 

a vending machine. 
 

Time is what keeps everything from 

happening at once. 
 

No Radio—already stolen! 
 

Don’t be God’s weakest link! 

 

Where there is a will I want to be 

in it! 
 

3 Kinds of people—those who count 

& those who can’t 
 

The gene pool could use a little 

chlorine. 
 

Forget about world peace—visualize 

using your turn signal. 

 

 

  
 

Attitudes and Actions that demonstrate 
Growing in Christ in 2017 
  

 Speaking conversationally about 
God is as natural as talking 
about my other interests. 

 

 My worship is more about GOD 
rather than the presentation. 

 

 Scripture reading is not seen as 
a must do chore to meet a daily 
minimum requirement but 
rather a delight to just know 
God desires to speak to me in 
His Word. 

 

 Prayer is a two-way 
conversation and sometimes 
God does the majority of 
speaking. 

 

 Serving for the sake of serving is 
enough and no task is seen as 
trivial or unworthy of my time. 

 

 Giving has moved from my 
worry about how much and 
why --to wanting to give more 
and placing my goals alongside 
God’s plans.  

 

 Planning for the future doesn’t 
mean when I can get Social 
Security–it does mean eternity. 

 
 

 

 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Philippians 1:10,11 (NLT)               

W O R D  

M E N U  

  

TRUTH:   

“For I want you to understand what really matters, 

so that you may live pure and blameless lives until 

Christ returns.  May you always be filled with the 

fruit of your salvation—those good things that are 

produced in your life by Jesus Christ—for this will 

bring much glory and praise to God.” 

 

APPLICATION:  Understanding that the main 

thing in life is really the main thing in life to focus our 

life upon, which will result in God’s praise.  The 

main thing is not being called a “Christian” but a 

living crèche-born Savior inhabiting your mind, 

heart, and soul.   If the main thing was really the main 

thing in your life, what changes would you need to 

make today? 
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