
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

ARE YOU A FOMO-ITE? 
 

    

 

 

 

 
Social media, Facebook, Youtube, Instagram, Twitter, Pinterest, Tumbler, 
Linkedin, and Google+, are some of the most popular sites visited every day. 
Through the internet we connect with others, sharing pictures, events, and 
opinions.  According to a blog by Dave Chaffey on  SMARTinsights.com, in 
2016 it was estimated that 1.6 billion people used Facebook, the number 1 
social media site.  Think of all the other internet sites we connect to, GMAIL, 
webpages, and a host of web news sources.  
 
According to Pew Research, 70% of FB members log on at least once per day, 
and 45% click on multiple times per day. The more electronic devices we own, 
laptops, IPads, cellphones, Smart TV’s, and even cars with the ability to keep 
us connected, exponentially provide us with more opportunities to check-in.   
Pings, whistles, and favorite song clips have become Pavlovian conditioning 
signals that beckon us to open our apps.  In Psychology Today, one writer 
penned, “Our devices keep our minds constantly stimulated while 
simultaneously gratifying us with the ability to be heard and feel needed.” 
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“Awakening the Imagination to God’s Story 
 of Extravagant Love & Grace”  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 7  

 

 

   

  
 The culture which is 
Christianity, the sacred 
way, expressed in 
movement, practice, and 
“in Jesus following 
apprenticeship,” has 
become too often a faint 
echo of the secular culture 
or a privatized, 
individualized set of 
convictions.  The dense 
texture of the Christian way 
has been worn thin, and its 
bright colors allowed to 
bleed into beige,  . . . 
Whether born of desire to 
imitate the modern world 
or a hope to reach out to it 
in a missionary spirit, this 
accommodation-ism  has 
robbed Christianity of its 
persuasiveness and 
spiciness.” 
 
                                         ~   Robert Barron 

The Strangest Way:  Walking the Christian 

Path. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
                                                              

 

 

 

  SEARCH:   Jesus--  “What do you want us to do?” 
 

That is the BIG QUESTION we are asking this month.  The promise of Jesus is that “He will build His 
church” (Matthew 16:18).  The Psalmist tells us “that unless the Lord builds His house, we labor in vain”  
(Psalm 127:1).   Seeking God’s voice and direction is doing the wisest and most profitable endeavor we can 
undertake.  God desires us to come to Him before we venture out, rather than just being asked to bless 
the messes we make.   During the month of February our Vestry and church family will be focusing our 
prayers on answering the BIG QUESTION.  We can’t Google it.   We must seek God’s face together.  
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We have become obsessed with the power of connectivity.   Along with this obsession comes the baggage of 
emotional stressors, anxiety, compulsions, addictions and even fear. The label “FOMO,” the fear of missing out, 
is now used to describe the condition of no network signal or device to stay connected. One of the greatest fears 
is to be without your phone. 
 
As with all technology, there are great advantages and disadvantages, positives and negatives.  With greater 
opportunities (or power) come greater responsibilities (as quoted by Spider-Man).     
 
With the speed of light, well at least optic cables and satellites, messages are shared and stored, leaving a sunny 
noontime Winter solstice shadow that stretches farther than we might intend.  Emotionally impactful, social 
media has a power beyond cute pictures, recipes, and diary-like episodes.   It is never neutral, non-impactful. 
 
With that being said, how do our Christian values speak to this issue, as to our responsibility on social media?  
While there is no mention of social media or Facebook directly in Scripture, we do have a number of passages 
that instruct us about our communication. James writes about the tongue, or speech, and its powerful means for 
either blessing or destruction (Jas. 3:1-13).   Paul instructs us to carefully edit our words, selecting only those 
that edify and build up.   He writes, 
 
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that 
it may give grace to those who hear.   (Eph. 4:29 ESV) 
 
Grace, positivism, pointing people to God, to Jesus, to faith, holiness, hope, and life are the intentions of these 
passages.  I like what the Apostle Paul writes to the Philippian church about what we should fill our hearts and 
minds with, 
 
Summing it all up, friends, I’d say you’ll do best by filling your minds and meditating on things true, noble, 

reputable, authentic, compelling, gracious—the best, not the worst; the beautiful, not the ugly; things to praise, 

not things to curse.    (Phil. 4:8  Message) 

If you are a FOMO-ite and are hooked on Social Media, have you checked what you are sharing?  Are you using 
the power of communication to be graceful and grace-filled?  Is your electronic shadow darkened by opinions 
and reposts of what James might call tinder, speaking more to our human nature?  Is the verbiage more like the 
accusing witnesses of John 8 than the compassionate Jesus?    Tough questions, but necessary questions for 
those of us hooked on the internet.  
 
As we are quickly moving towards Lent, might it be a time to consider a Social Media fast, in which we break our 
FOBO fears and allow the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and minds?  It might actually give us the time to make 
face-to-face contact, where deeper relationship are nourished by more than words.  That’s something to think 
about before the next electronic summons promising you your reward of connectivity.  Don’t worry if you are 
defriended on Facebook, it might just mean someone is choosing not to be a FOMO-ite. 
 
From a recovering FOMO-ite, 
Peace,   fr joe  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon  verse 2 
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CtK Info WALL 

 
Reminder:   Please remember to turn in your 2017 Faith Promise Pledge Cards. Extra letters and cards are 

available on the front information table if you need a new card.  Thank you.                                                           . 
 
 

 SUPER BOWL PARTY Sunday, February 5th.    

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ANNUAL SHIREMAN’S FOOTBALL PARTY.   Come and enjoy the game with a group of 
enthusiasts.  Two screens.  Lots of food.  You can cheer for either team and not be out of place.  If you 
want to share a snack, bring it along, but it’s not necessary.  Get bored during the game, table games are 
available in the kitchen.   For more info ask Tim or Rene Shireman.   Game time:  6 PM. 
 
 

 Book Discussion.  
 

       
                

 

  

           Copies are available on the information table for $14 each.   Our discussion will be on Tuesday evening 
                February 28th.                                

 
 LADIES PRAYER GATHERING.      Wednesday, February 15 @ 6:30 PM 
         You are invited to share in an evening of prayer and encouragement as we gather at Sue Mlaker’s home. 

As we gather together, we want to dedicate ourselves to building a deeper relationship with God and 
with one another.  Please consider joining with us. 
 
 
 

 

 HOME BLESSING and GATHERING FEBRUARY 19th. 
Willy & Bonita Heisey have invited our church family over to their new home in St. John to share in the 
blessing of their home and for lunch following our morning worship service on Sunday, February 19th.  If 
you are able to share in this joyous time, please sign up.      
 

  
 MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW.    SATURDAY EVENING, MARCH 25th   The Shireman’s are inviting our 

church family over for a LORD’s DAY Celebration—a meal and social time.   
 

YOU ARE WHAT YOU LOVE:  The Spiritual Power of Habit 
 
This month we are reading an insightful book by James A. Smith, a 
philosophy and theology professor at Calvin College in Grand Rapids. 
  
In this book, Professor Smith shows that who and what we worship 
fundamentally shape our hearts. And while we desire to shape culture, we 
are not often aware of how culture shapes us. We might not realize the 
ways our hearts are being taught to love rival gods instead of the One for 
whom we were made. Smith helps readers recognize the formative power 
of culture and the transformative possibilities of Christian practices. He 
explains that worship is the "imagination station" that incubates our loves 
and longings so that our cultural endeavors are indexed toward God and 
his kingdom.   ~  Baker Book Review 
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"Insanity: doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results." - Albert Einstein  
 
Now there is some truth in this statement.  It isn’t always and completely true, but it does have some embodied 
truth. To distinguish the whole truth we need God’s Word as the lens and dictionary to process this statement. 
 

In our busyness, we can move faster than our FOLLOWSHIP.  Like driving our cars on a long road trip, we become 
in-tune with the road and unconsciously keep moving toward our desired destination.  That is until something 
detours us or slows us down.   
 

Last month, God got our attention regarding FOLLOWERSHIP and slowed us down.  Through the circumstances 
of life and calendars we missed some steps in preparing for our Annual Meeting resulting in rescheduling.   At 
the same time, someone from outside our church, the Canon to another Bishop, and friend of Father Joe, 
challenged him to do what he was already challenging the churches in their diocese to do—STOP THE INSANITY. 
 

What exactly is that insanity?  LEADING without LEANING.   PLANNING without PRAYING.  EXPECTING without 
ASKING.  He was not implying that we don’t take the time to include God, but often it is minimal, a quick general 
covering prayer for everything in our meetings.  It is always easier to write things out, goals, budgets, and 
organizational plans, than it is to seek GOD.  Church becomes an organizational ministry, maybe with a business 
plan and a hopeful attitude that God will bless whatever as long as it has the stamp of “It’s for Him.”  Yet, that 
really doesn’t match up with Scripture’s teaching on FOLLOWSHIP and DEPENDENCY (Psalm 127:1, Matthew 
16:18, Mark 1:17).  
 

This month we are going to intentionally seek GOD through prayer, fasting, and listening.  How do you do that? 
Dallas Willard, in an article entitled “10 Ways To Hear From God” on the Crosswalk devotional site, provides us 
with some key truths and practices that will help us hear what Jesus wants our church ministry to look like. 
 

1. Recognize that God created us to communicate with Him. 
2. Consider our motives on why we want to hear from God. 
3. Make your goal more than just wanting to hear from God. 
4. Know that you are important to God, be humble in your willingness to listen. 
5. Don’t try to force God into speaking. 
6. God uses many ways of speaking to us including His WORD, Spirit, others, and our minds. 
7. Develop a Christian mindset through reading the Word and meditating on it. 
8. Invite the Holy Spirit to help you understand the WORD. 
9. Recognize God’s voice above all others. 
10. Set aside time to regularly listen to God. 

 

Remember Jesus’s promise. “My sheep recognize my voice. I know them, and they follow me”  (John 10:27 
Message).   Let’s get excited about hearing Jesus’ voice together as He leads us to green pastures.  It’s time to 
play follow the leader, not as a game, but to share in the exciting journey of being the Church of the Living God. 
 

One additional thought.  What applies for the church definitely applies to our personal lives and homes too! 
 

 

                                   
                                                   Source:  http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/how-to-hear-from-god-regularly.htm 
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THANK YOU. 
 

 
  
Your generosity was able to provide 287 pairs of socks, 52 hats, 39  
pairs of winter gloves, and 14 scarfs.   We were able to take 5 boxes 
filled with these essential winter clothing items to the Volunteers of 
Amercia’s offices in Lansing.  Your gifts were given out Wednesday, 
January 25th as multiple social service agencies hit the streets 
throughout the night counting and inviting homeless people to receive 
assistance.  The heart of compassion and generosity of our CtK church 
family was once again demonstrated through these gifts. 
 
Our next quarter COMPASSION MINISTRY project will be in MARCH. 
Watch for details next month as we engage in our MATTHEW 25 
Ministry Mandate.  
 
 
 

 

 
Guys we meet at the Cracker Barrel Restaurant on West Saginaw 
(0ff of I69) for breakfast and then bible discussion.  Our current 
topic is “10 Dumb Things Men Do” from the lives of Bible 
characters.  Join us from 8:30-10 AM every other Monday 
morning.  In February we are meeting on the 6th & 20th. 
 

        

 

 
 
 

We are off and praying.  Since we 
started collecting names we now 
have 66 names on our prayer list. 
On our weekly prayer list we 
including 3-4 names.  The women 
are also praying for these 
treasures at their monthly prayer 
gathering.   It is great to see the 
enthusiasm by our church family 
to be prayer warriors on behalf of 
the younger generation.   Thank 
you and may God answer our 
prayers in protecting our children 
and drawing them to Himself.  
  

 

 
How do you like our new shell phones 

with bluetooth technology? 
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Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:                    517-200-8370             smakuach@gmail.com     

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820         517-455-7094 
 

Web page:  www.CTKAchurch.org    email: myctkachurch@gmail.com 

The Back Page NEWS

  
 
Here’s my current list of top 10 

“bumper-snickers.” 

 

I get enough exercise just pushing 

my luck. 
 

Change is inevitable, except from 

a vending machine. 
 

Time is what keeps everything from 

happening at once. 
 

No Radio—already stolen! 
 

Don’t be God’s weakest link! 

 

Where there is a will I want to be 

in it! 
 

3 Kinds of people—those who count 

& those who can’t 
 

The gene pool could use a little 

chlorine. 
 

Forget about world peace—visualize 

using your turn signal. 

 

 

  
 
Are you a positive or negative person?  
Do you incorporate practices that lift 
your spirits and attract others?  Do you 
get rid of the ANTs --automatic negative 
thoughts, when they appear?  Here are 
some practices that will positively 
charge your life. 
  

 Choose to focus on good  

 Don’t fear failure or allow it to 

define you 

 Be mindful and less judgmental 

 Engage in positive activities 

 Exercise 

 Hang out with positive people 

 Practice lifting others spirits 

Positive people have a way of making 
others feel jubilant, too. And as a result, 
everyone’s lives are a whole lot more, 
well, positive. 
 

Titus 2:10  Message 

“Then their good character will shine 

through their actions, adding luster to 

the teaching of our Savior God.” 

Source: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/positive-
thinking-signs_us_5697cdaae4b0b4eb759d6b83 
 
 

  
 
 

 

 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

           W O R D  

M E N U  

 
 
 

And this is what God has testified:   
He has given us eternal life,  
and this life is in His Son“   

~ 1 John 5:11  nlt 
 

 
“ I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son our Lord. 

He was conceived  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

and born of the Virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,   
was crucified, died, and buried. 

He descended to the dead.  
 On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again  
to judge the living and the dead.” 

 
  ~   From the Apostle’s Creed 
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