
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                  
A popular TV program 

now entering it’s 10th 

season is Shark Tank.  

Entrepreneurs present a 

product and seek an 

investment from the 

wealthy successful 

panel.  Since it is Hollywood you can imagine the drama, 

questioning and characters, including Kevin O’Leary, AKA, 

“Mr. Wonderful”, as the five investors evaluate the potential 

risks and opportunity. 

 

Are you a wise investor?   From all the TV commercials and 

advertising we can surmise that the majority of us are not good 

investors.  Why?  Probably the two most basic reasons are time 

and information.  It takes talent, effort and watchfulness to 

keep track of trends, an intuitiveness to know what to do next, 

and the courage to move into the unknown managing the risk.  

It takes work. 

 

In the parable of the talents from Matthew 25, a wealthy 

business man invests his resources with three entrepreneurs, 

guys who it would appear have the know-with-all and 

probably the past experience to make a profit. It wasn’t a 

chance, take a risk, or gamble. The opportunity for success by 

all three was evaluated before their assignment, much like on 

the Shark Tank.  

 

But here’s where the story gets interesting. One guy choses to 

take it easy, maybe a vacation away from the high pressure 

business of finance.  He chooses the path of least resistance and 

most convenient. For a variety of self-justifying reasons, he opts 

for the pathway of least-effort.  Buried treasure is secure.  

Buried treasure needs no vigilant oversight.  Buried treasure is 

just buried and of no gain or use.  Time to relax and enjoy the 

good things in life already earned. He is free to do whatever he 

wants and not limited by the challenges or risks and personal 

energy investing takes.  He just wants to live a secure life that 

revolves around his desires. That is until the depositor asks for 

an accounting.                                               *Continued on page 2 
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GREAT THOUGHTS to PONDER…. 
 
 “We are sent into the world to make 

disciples, which means we’re being sent 

into the world to invite them to find their 

identity and vocation (life’s purpose) in 

Christ.  And they will do this by 

participating in the worship and practices 

of the people of God. 

 

… Worship, like creation, ends as it began:  

with God’s blessing.  The minister raises 

their hands, we stretch out ours to receive, 

and God’s blessing is proclaimed…. When 

we were called we were blessed; now as 

we’re sent out, we’re blessed.  We are not 

sent out as orphans, nor are we sent to 

prove ourselves.  The blessings speaks of 

affirmation and conferral---that we go 

empowered for this mission (of disciple-

making) graced recipients of good gifts, 

filled with the Spirit, our imaginations are 

fueled by the Word to imagine the world 

otherwise.    

 

         by  James K.A. Smith.   Page 206 
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Parables are stories of familiarity, emotionally connecting with the hearers and eliciting an “aha” response or 

conclusion.  The details are background scenic strokes on the canvas providing color and texture for the big 

point.  In the story of the financial stewards, the big point is that God invests in us through his equipping us 

with talents, gifts, and abilities.  The very image of God in us, though tainted by sin, still has the capacity and 

capability, when renewed by the Holy Spirit, to fulfill the Edenic commission to represent God’s glory and 

purposes in the world around us.    

 

One of the ironies of this story is that this pit-digging, grave-digging guy 

didn’t comprehend that the Master had confidence in him.   He wasn’t a 

random choice.  Given the differences in the funds made available, it would 

appear the principals were based upon their past track record and perceived 

ability of each individual as to their potential to succeed.  Failure in this case 

was choosing to live a false message. 

 

The Bible’s message is clear.  God has created, called, and chosen each of us 

to live not for ourselves but His glory.   We are commissioned to go and 

continue to extend Christ’s salvific work, sharing, serving, participating in 

the gift of redemption.  Like a vast mobilized network with all the necessary 

resources we have been selectivity placed within God’s creation to reflect His 

love, offer hope, and restore the broken.  To live this type of life is to 

recognize God’s love for us, our unique ability or gifts, and to see the 

opportunity around us and to have confidence in the gifter.   

 

What made the two profitable investors “good and faithful” I believe, was 

more than just making a profit, but the willingness to believe and trust God.   

To take the risk and live the dream.  To be overjoyed with the knowledge that 

God believed in them enough to provide the means and opportunity to do 

something more with their lives of eternal consequences.      

  

 

 Are you willing to become an investor rather than a grave digger today?  God 

made His deposit in you.  Know the choice is yours-- what to do with it!   Life is 

an investment by God in you.  He has provided us with resources, opportunities, 

abilities, and the responsibility to use it wisely for His glory and purposes. 

 

 Scripture clearly and continually teaches us that our lives will be examined in 

light of what we have done.  Reward and loss are before everyone one.   

 

 No excuses in the end will justify our lack of faith, obedience, and confidence in God to live our lives for His 

redeeming purposes.  The good and faithful servant believes that God believes in them and joyously is 

willing to risk overcoming their fears to serve. 

 

 Even though God owns it all he willingly shares with us, inviting us into his presence,  and giving us 

ultimate joy. 

  
Grace,  fr joe 

 

 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon                   

       

Quotes  “”   

“Do you believe in God 

 as much as God believes 

 in you?”  ~ Greeting Card 
  

“Your talent is God’s gift to 

you.  What you do with it is 

your gift back to God.”  
  ~  Leo Buscaglia 

 
“Your talent determines 

what you can do. Your 

motivation determines how 

much you are willing to do. 

Your attitude determines 

how well you do it.”     

 ~  Lou Holtz 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/85179.Lou_Holtz
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MONDAY MORNING MEN’s BREAKFAST & BIBLE 
Time:  8:30-10 AM @ Cracker Barrel Restaurant  

(Markplace Shopping on West Saginaw). 

October dates:  10/8 & 10/22.   

 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  6 PM ALPHA 

 
 

COMMUNITY SERVE—Soup Lunch @ Four Seasons Apartments.  Thursday, October 25th.   
Sign up to bake dessert cookies/bars and to be a volunteer server. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD   Making plans for the Annual Silver Bells--Lansing Christmas 

Parade Community Serve of handing out popcorn.  To move forward we need volunteers.   It takes lots of 

people to bag and then hand out our gifts to the watching crowd.  This year’s date is Friday, November 16th.   

We could use help setting up and serving anytime from 4 PM until 7:30 PM.   Sign up at CtK or call  Fr. Joe.  

 
 

   A FREE APPLE PIE is YOURS IF…… 
 

Fr. Joe will again be purchasing 10 apples pies from the DeWitt Band Boosters this 

month.  These are terrific unbaked, super-filled, delicious pies, frozen and read to 

be baked and have the sweet scent waft through your home.  They will be 

delivered and available on Sunday, November 11th.    To get a FREE PIE you only   

need to promise you will use the pie for hospitality, inviting a neighbor over to 

your home (or taking it to their home and sharing it together.)  See Fr. Joe or sign up 

before all the pies are gone. 

 

October CtK Happenings  

 

 

J o i n  u s  OCT. 8th  

at our TABLE OF GRACE 

2
n d

 M O N D A Y S   

6 P M  

E v e r y o n e  

W e l c o m e  
 

Gathering at the Lord’s Table with Communion 
Liturgy after the meal. 
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Culture Shock….  WHY DO AMERICANS GO TO CHURCH or STAY HOME? According to Pew Research 

about 2 out of 3 American adults who regularly attend church or other religious services say they go for their 

kids, for personal comfort, or to become a better person. The most important reason for going: to become closer 

to God. Yet 1 in 5 adults who attend monthly or more say they do not usually feel God’s presence; 1 in 4 don’t 

usually feel a sense of community; and 4 in 10 don’t usually feel connected to their faith’s history. “The things 

that keep people away from religious services are more complicated,” wrote Pew researchers. Only 1 in 3 

American adults who do not attend religious services (defined by Pew as attending a few times a year or less) 

say a very important reason is because they are not believers (28%). More say they practice their faith in other 

ways (37%) or they haven’t found a church or other house of worship that they like (23%). About 1 in 5 say 

they don’t like the sermons (18%) or cite logistical problems (22%).       

                                                                                      [Taken from an article published by Christianity Today, July 2018] 

 
 

 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:                     517-200-8370             smakuach@gmail.com     

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820         517-455-7094 
 

Web page:    www.CTKAchurch.org   
email: myctkachurch@gmail.com 
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When our wills accord with God’s will 

we experience a life-giving warmth, 

unspeakable joy, leaping of the spirit, 

love for God and other blessed and 

God-loving feelings produced not by 

our wills, but coming from God, not by 

our action but in our passivity and His 

indwelling. 
 

 ~ Lorenzo Scupoli,  
16th Century Priest  

 

        

                              Psalm 143:10 (NLT) 
 

Teach me to do your will, 

 for You are my God.  

May Your gracious Spirit lead me 

forward on a firm footing. 
 

 

 
 

  

  

 
 
 
  

  

 
 

   
 

 

  

 
 

Christianity is not real 

until it has insinuated 

itself into the blood and 

bones, until it becomes 

as instinct, as much 

physical as spiritual.   

 

Perhaps the most direct 

description is this:  

Christianity, the way of 

Jesus Christ, is a culture, 

a style of life supported 

by a unique set of 

convictions, 

assumptions, hopes, and 

practices. 

 
The Strangest Way: Walking the 
Christian Path,  Robert Barron 

 

http://www.ctkachurch.org/

