
   

  

 
                                                                                                        

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

               
 

 “I’ve Got It!” -----  GOD 

 

The future can be a scary place, filled with                                                             

uncertainty and dread.  As we approach  

November 8th, anxiety, frustration, fear, 

and foreboding, gather about us like our 

fall weather fronts.  Swirling streams of multi-gray vaporous pregnant 

clouds, driven along by unseen winds, darkened and dampen the 

horizon.  Ominous and chilling, they hide the sun and beauty around us.  

Uncontrollable and powerful, they can blow across the landscape 

sweeping away the breathtaking colors of fall and life.    
  

Likewise, the storms of politics have gathered around us.  With a 

professional wrestling like atmosphere and characters to match. 

Background stories and verbiage give the appearance of another reality, 

where the show, media, and juvenile fantasy come to life.  
 

Mark Thompson, CEO of the New York Times has written a new book 

entitled, Enough Said.  His thesis is that our political language has 

changed causing angst and anger.  He states, “the public language we’ve 

been left with: compressed, immediate, sometimes brilliantly impactful, but 

robbed of most of its explanatory power.”    
                                                                                                                      Continued on page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 
 N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 6       ”Sharing God’s Love Story  

                                                                                                                           to Inspire the Imagination and Faith” 

 

 
 
      EVENTS 
 

15th  Father’s    
         Day 
 
22nd -26th   
           VBS 
 
28th   Men’s   
          Fishing 
         Day 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

  
 
------------- 

 

 

  
 

A mighty fortress is our God 
A bulwark never failing 
Our helper He amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing 
For still our ancient foe 
Doth seek to work us woe 
His craft and pow'r are great 
And armed with cruel hate 
On earth is not his equal 

 
Did we in our own strength confide 

Our striving would be losing 
Were not the right Man on our side 

The Man of God's own choosing 
Dost ask who that may be 

Christ Jesus it is He 
Lord Sabaoth His name 

From age to age the same 
And He must win the battle 

 
CCLI Song # 42964 

Frederick Henry Hedge | Martin Luther 
© Words: Public Domain 

 
 
 

SUN. November 6th 
 

FAREWELL POTLUCK  for Dn. Shahbaz & Carrie  (and Isaac)  

On Nov. 7th they will be moving to Canyonville, Oregon as Carrie 

begins a position at a Christian boarding school.  Please sign up to 

bring a dish.  The main dish will be a terrific vegetarian lasagna.  We 

will also be accepting a special love gift offering as we send them off. 

Join with us as we send them off with our blessings and prayers. 

 
 

Turn back 1 hr Sat eve 
Nov. 5th or be early for worship 

 



 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 Continued from page 1  

 

From candidates to corporate news outlets, the name of the game is market 

share.  Tabloid journalism once relegated only to the market stands, now is 

the norm for news, print and social media. Due to the multiple venues, 

market share means more sensationalism and immediacy. Competing 

views, analysis with strong language, appealing to the emotion more than 

fact, is the name of today’s journalism and marketing.   The end result 

according to Mr. Thompson: 
 

“There’s a crisis of trust in politics across the western world. Public anger is rising 

and faith in conventional political leaders and parties is falling. Anti-politics, and 

the anti-politicians, have arrived.” 

 

Frustration. Anger. Fear. Hopelessness.  Powerful emotive words that 

smother hope, grace, and life.  Negatively charged, faith and optimism are 

drained from our lives.   Conversations and social media posts reflect the 

tone of the day adding a smile to our greatest adversary. Sad to say, 

everyone is impacted, Christian and non-Christian.   
 

Instead of being concerned we easily become consumed.  Fearful 

prognostications in bold print language take on prophet-like calls for the 

Day of Judgment and condemnation.  Causes cataract our view and 

judgment.   Time is compressed. Thoughtful listening and dialogue 

circumvented. Grace and compassion non-existence.  In the end, a feeling 

of November 9th doomsday realities. 
 

But where is God in this mess?  Are we, Christians, to believe He has 

thrown up his hands and said, “Enough, I’m out of here!”?  Do we really believe God has taken a vacation 

from his plans of redemption, his watchful care over our lives, and his concern for injustices?   Throughout 

history, evil and sinfulness have appeared to have taken the upper hand.  But the key word is “appears.”   

The psalmist reminds us, “when the foundations are being shaken God is still in control.”  Here’s how Eugene 

Petersen has paraphrased Psalm 11:3,4: 
 
 

The bottom’s dropped out of the country; good people don’t have a chance.  But GOD hasn’t moved to the mountains; his 

holy address hasn’t changed. He’s in charge, as always, his eyes taking everything in, his eyelids unblinking, examining 

Adam’s unruly brood inside and out, not missing a thing.  
 

God is in control.  Just remember the name Nebuchadnezzar, of the Chaldean dynasty, ruling for 22 years 

during the time of Daniel.  (Daniel 4).  God has a way of showing who is really in control.   
 

So this political season, pray and vote, but remember, God says, “I’ve got it!”  No need to anxiously fret or 

allow the storms of uncertainty drown your hope and life.  God is still in control.  The sun will come up on 

November 9th (or the snow showers), as God continues to work out his love story of grace and redemption.     
 

Peace,   fr joe 
 

P.S.  Remember when God laughs…. See Psalm 2 

 
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon 
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 “ALMIGHTY” 
 

You have no rival 
You stand alone 

The heavens worship before 
Your throne 

There is no one like You 
 

You have no equal 
Your kingdom reigns 
Yours is the highest 

of every name 
There is no one like You 

 
[Chorus:] 
Almighty 

We're standing in the 
presence of Your majesty 

Your holy 
You alone the sovereign 

crown of royalty 
You're the King of Kings 

Almighty 
 

Chris Tomlin | Ed Cash  
| Jared Anderson 



 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

  

 

                                                                                                                       
 
 
 

  
 

                                                                                                    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

November  CtK Happenings  

 

  

 

 
 
Nov. 7th  Book Discussion:   Poets  & Saints, by Jamie 

George.   We will be meeting at Schuler’s Bookstore in 

Okemos at the Meridian Mall.  

 Time: 6:30 PM. 

 

 
                                            NOVEMBER 11TH & 12TH   
 

The Life in the Spirit seminar will be presented by the 

Work of Christ at their Ministry Center in East Lansing.  

Want to learn more about living in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, this is your chance.  Friday, November 11, 

7:30 - 9 PM and Saturday, November 12, 9 AM -5 

PM (with optional District Lord's Day meal on Saturday 

evening following).  For more information, see Rene 

Shireman.   
 

 
 

Guys Bible Studies Oct. Dates: 
 

 Guys Monday Morning Breakfast & Bible 

8:30 AM @ Cracker Barrel Restaurant  

W. Saginaw  & I-69. 

Dates:   11/07  & 11/21 

  
 

 

.     
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NOVEMBER 18th, Friday from 5 -8 PM 
Lansing Silver Bells Outreach 

 
We will again be handing out boxes of 

popcorn and buttons on the Washington 

Square parade route.  Typically we give 

away over 1,200 boxes of popcorn before 

and during the parade.   We need help 

filling boxes and handing them out.  Please 

consider sharing the joy of Christmas and 

giving with us.  Sign up at church. 

 

 
 

 
We will be putting together 10 Thanksgiving 

Food Baskets, including the turkey and 

entire meal.  Please see the signup sheet at 

church.  All items need to be at CtK on 

Sunday, Nov.20th.  The baskets will be given 

to the Lett Community Center in Lansing. 
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“Make a joyful noise to the Lord of all the earth… 
                         Come into His presence with singing.”           Psalm 100 
 

 Please be in prayer for God’s person for our music ministry. 
 



 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           “Going to Church Prolongs Life” 
 

                                                                                          Highlights from USA News  Article Oct. 28, 2016 

         “Religion May Be A Miracle Drug” 

                                                                                                                                     By   Tyler J. VanderWeele and John Siniff 

 

Who would have “thunk” as a friend used to say.   Jesus and the Bible are right, “I have come that you might 

have life, life more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)    It seems like researchers are just validating what Scripture 

teaches.  Here are some excerpts from a recently published articles on the benefits of worship attendance and 

participation.  

 

If one could conceive of a single elixir to improve the physical and mental health of millions of Americans — at 

no personal cost — what value would our society place on it? Going a step further, if research quite 

conclusively showed that when consumed just once a week, this concoction would reduce mortality by 20% to 

30% over a 15-year period, how urgently would we want to make it publicly available? 

 

The good news is that this miracle drug — religion, and more specifically regular church attendance — is 

already in reach of most Americans. In fact, there’s a good chance it’s just a short drive away. Indeed, health 

and religion are very much connected. Professor VanderWeele’s new research with colleagues at Harvard 

University — building on more than 20 years of prior work in this area — suggests that attending religious 

services brings about better physical and mental health. Adults who do so at least once a week versus not at all 

have been shown to have a significantly lower risk of dying over the next decade and a half. The results have 

been replicated in enough studies and populations to be considered quite reliable. 

 

This science does not endorse one faith over another or suggest what society is to do with such information. 

But there are two opportunities — one societal and one personal — for good to come from this work. The news 

media, the academy and the broader public could use this new understanding to weigh religion’s greater 

societal value. And for individuals, this research provides a not-so-subtle invitation to reconsider what religion 

can do for them. 

               
Attending religious services has been shown to increase the likelihood of a stable marriage, to elevate one’s 

sense of meaning, and to expand one’s social network. It leads to greater charitable giving and more robust 

volunteering and civic engagement. The effects are profound across numerous domains of life.  

 
Something powerful appears to take place there (in church) and enhances health. It is something quite different 

from solitary spirituality. Where else today do we find a community with a shared moral and spiritual vision, 

a sense of accountability, wherein the central task of members is to love and care for one another? The 

combination of the teachings, the relationships and the spiritual practices — over time, week after week, taken 

together — gradually alters behavior, creates meaning, alleviates loneliness, and shapes a person in ways too 

numerous to document. 

 

THE BOTTOM LINE…. Diet, Exercise, Use moderation….. but GO TO CHURCH!  

 CtK Bullet Points 2016 
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/10462170
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2521827
http://archinte.jamanetwork.com/article.aspx?articleid=2521827
http://pik.fas.harvard.edu/files/pik/files/chapter.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/11302358
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.87.6.957
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10804-012-9143-5
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.87.6.957
http://www.simonandschuster.com/books/American-Grace/Robert-D-Putnam/9781416566731


 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
C A F É  P A D R E  

    

November Thursday Mornings 
      @  9 AM – 10:30 AM 

Panera’s – Lansing Mall 
 

A time for coffee, conversations, 

and offering prayer. 
 

 

I’ve also decided to begin a Café’ Padre in Mason every other  

week in Mason, on Tuesday mornings at the Best Sellers Books 

 & Coffee store on Main Street.   The dates are 11/1, 15, & 29.   
 

Pray God continues to provide opportunities to share His 

grace and power in lives of those who ask.  

Come, Lord Jesus, our guest to be 
And  bless these gifts 

Bestowed by Thee. 
And bless our loved ones everywhere, 

And keep them in Your loving care. 

                   ~Moravian Blessing 

 

F A I T H  S H A P I N G  B A C K S T O R Y  
                          “ L i v e  L o n g  a n d  P r o s p e r ”  
 

Most people across generations knew Leonard Nimov as Mr. Spock from the Star Trek TV programs movies.      

There is a back story to one of his most identifying gestures, his greeting.  In the second season of the TV series, 

when Mr. Spock was to return home and meet the queen, the script called for a handshake. Leonard felt it 

needed something more, and the rest is history and fascinating.  

 

In his autobiography I Am Not Spock, Nimoy wrote that he based it on the Priestly 

Blessing performed by Jewish Kohanim with both hands, thumb to thumb in this 

same position, representing the Hebrew letter Shin (ש), which has three upward 

strokes similar to the position of the thumb and fingers in the salute.  
 

The letter Shin here stands for El Shaddai, meaning "Almighty (God)", as well as 

for Shekinah and Shalom. Nimoy wrote that when he was a child, his grandfather 

took him to an Orthodox synagogue, where he saw the blessing performed and was 

impressed by it.  

 

The faith shaping experiences of his youth and desire for blessing has now become part of the identifiable 

story of Star Trek.   The symbol and words were even tweeted by Terry W. Virts an astronaut on the Space 

Station back to earth.    
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Am_Not_Spock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priestly_Blessing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priestly_Blessing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kohen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_alphabet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shin_(letter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Shaddai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shekinah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shalom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Judaism


 

   

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  "Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, 
when you gather in your crops from the field.” 
                                            Exodus 23:16 
 

Our Thanksgiving celebration really had its proto-type in God’s command for the Israelites to remember 

His blessings annually at the harvest.  It was a time for family and community to gather around tables to 

remember God’s blessings and share a meal together.  The focus was God’s blessings.  May you know the 

goodness of God’s grace this Thanksgiving as you enjoy your festive meal. 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rector:  Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker   517-881-5725          revjmlaker@gmail.com 
  

Rev. Samuel Makuach:                    517-200-8370             smakuach@gmail.com     

 

CTK Church Office :  1161 East Clark Rd,  DeWitt, MI 48820         517-455-7094 
 

Web page:    www.CTKAchurch.org   
email: myctkachurch@gmail.com 
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A THANKSGIVING  Prayer 

 

Lord, so often times, as any other day 

When we sit down to our meal and pray 

We hurry along and make fast the blessing 

Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing 

We’re slaves to the olfactory overload 

We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold 

But Lord, I’d like to take a few minute more 

To really give thanks to what I’m thankful for 

For my family, my health, a nice soft bed 

My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 

I’m thankful right now to be surrounded by those 

Whose lives touch me more than they’ll ever possibly know 

Thankful Lord, that You’ve blessed me beyond measure 

Thankful that in my heart lives life’s greatest treasure 

That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place 

And I’m ever so grateful for Your unending grace 

So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You’ve provided 

And bless each and every person invited 

Amen! 

 

-Scott Wesemann 

  
 

 

 

 

ANGLICAN CHURCH IN NORTH AMERICA   (ACNA)  

http://www.ctkachurch.org/

