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Sharing God’s Extravagant Grace Inspiring Hope

The Imagined Life
“Imagination is everything, it is the preview of life’s coming attractions,”
postulates Albert Einstein.
The gift of imagination we experience in our youth shapes our dreams with
potentiality. As a young boy with an active imagination, I played doctor,
complete with a little medical bag and instruments, on our pet dog and stuffed
animals. Sometimes, I set up an altar, and instead of being the altar boy, I began
the service in Latin as the priest, to those same animals. (Looking back maybe those
animals needed physical and spiritual healing.) Growing older, I pictured myself an
officer on a Navy ship, and then a lineman for the Green Bay Packers. With each
passing year, life’s imagined opportunities expanded. There was always a
preferred future, a future where I was successful. But then life has a reality of its
own, doesn’t it?
I remember a great commercial shared by State Farm Insurance a few years ago,
it followed a young man’s imagined life. As scenes of life fast-forward, from
singleness to parenthood, with bravado our guy states, “I am never….”.
Marriage, babies, vans, and suburbanite living all fall victim to his preferred
imagined life. But then life has a reality of its own, doesn’t it?
Continued on page 2

VESTRY LEADERSHIP COMMUNIQUE
Last month the Vestry was engaged in surveying family and friends with
the question, “What church practices nourish your soul?” From the varied
responses the most obvious conclusion was that there was no one single
thing that fit everyone. People are touched spiritually in many different
ways. What does that mean for our ministry? Simply put, we just need to
be who we are, continuing to share our Anglican spiritual formation with
no need to defend or seek to find that elusive culturally relevant niche.
This month the Vestry is doing another informal survey regarding our
webpage. We know that almost all visitors, other than family, have viewed
our webpage first. So it is important that our page accurately shares who
we are. Check it out yourself at: CTKAchurch.org.

Sunday Service & Eucharist
10 AM
CtK-Mission Church
Sudanese Worship 2 PM

“ Whatever message is
repeated the most and the
loudest in your head will
determine your reflex
response to life.”
~ Mark Jobe
My sheep recognize my
voice. I know them, and
they follow me.
John 10:27 Message
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We all are striving to live life on our terms and be successful at it. One writer has said that by the time we reach
mid-life, we are often prone to “deep disillusionment.” Dreams have been far from fulfilled. For many, we feel as
though we are farther behind than when we started out. Success in our imagined life has been vanquished by the
powers of routine, ordinary, and at times chaos. Aging doesn’t necessarily bring relief as we hit the 60s. The
vibrant rainbow of retirement often times is colored in the drab shades of loneliness and the body’s tendency to fall
apart.
Looking back now, we all need to make peace with our imagined life. Let’s face it, the success we fantasied about
was more fictional then livable. Instead of disappointment and discouragement, can we see the hand of God
shaping, forming, and helping us redefine what true success is? Is it possible our idolized success images, are just
that, idols with a transient reality?
Erwin Lutzer, (pastor, writer, speaker) has written, “Perhaps God’s definition of success differs from ours. When God
breaks into our lives, disrupting, rearranging, reorganizing our priorities, might He be trying to teach us that we
don’t need to do everything we had planned; we don’t have to reach all our goals in order to qualify for ‘success’ in
His eyes.”
What then is God seeking? Bible scholars? Pharisaic achievers? Popular or powerful influencers? I think we know
the answer. He is seeking people who want to know him. Men and women, children to octogenarians, that seek to
worship him. Always has and always will, at least according to the pages of Scripture. Success is spelled honoring
God with each day and breathe of life.
Did I forget to mention, in the final scene of the TV commercial we find our young man, older, less put-together,
collapsed on a couch wrapped in the arms of his family, wife and two kids having done all “his never’s” in life. His
response is priceless, “I am never letting go.” May that be our attitude towards the really important gifts of life that
God blesses us with as we seek to love Him more. Now that’s an imagined life that has some reality.

Grace

fjm+

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.” ~ Philemon 25

10 things you should know about PENTECOST
1. Pentecost Sunday marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles.
2. Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days after Easter.
3. The Bible records the Pentecost in Acts 2:1-13.
4. Pentecost comes 10 days after the Ascension of Jesus Christ.
5. Pentecost is also known as "the birthday of the Church".
6. Pentecost fulfills Jesus' promise to send the "Counselor" and "Spirit of Truth" in John 16-5-15.
7. Pentecost launches the large-scale spreading of the Gospel after Jesus' ascension. Acts 2:41
records that after Peter spoke to the crowd after receiving the Holy Spirit, some 3,000 people
were baptized.
8. The gifts of the Spirit prophesized in Joel 2:28 began.
9. Jews also celebrate Pentecost, but not for the same reason as Christians. The celebration by Jews
of Pentecost is to observe God giving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai 50 days after
the Exodus. The Pentecost in Jewish tradition takes place 50 days after Passover.
10. In Western Churches, Pentecost is usually represented with the color red, which symbolizes the fire of the
Holy Spirit.
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NEWS from our Great Lakes Diocese.
Excerpts from the Bishop’s Report to the April 2018 Synod
It’s been a wonderful year in the Diocese. Due to the faithfulness, prayer, perseverance and
hard work of so many we continue to move forward on many fronts. Patty and I especially
want to thank you for the warm hospitality and support you have extended to us during our
visitations. It is exciting to see what God is doing through the Diocese.

DIOCESEAN MISSION STATEMENT:
“The Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes exists to make disciples who can make disciples, grow churches that
can plant churches, and be a diocese for the glory of Christ and His Kingdom.”

DIOCESAN PRIORITIES
The 2016 Vision Committee established seven priorities to enable the Diocese to move forward in its ministry
and mission. These priorities are:
1.
5.

Role of the Bishop
Church Planting

2. Disciple-making 3. Systems and Structures. 4. Deaneries
6. Clergy Renewal 7. Children and Youth

A Brief Summary of what has been accomplished this past year.
1.

Role of the Bishop-- By this July, Patty and I (Bishop Ron) will have visited all 54 congregations in the
Diocese. A new office staff has been put into place including, executive administrators to the Bishop
and the Diocese office, as well as, a new Canon to the Ordinary. Assisting Bishops Roger Ames and
Peter Beck continue to provide wisdom and episcopal assistance.

2.

Disciple Making-- It is encouraging to see that every congregation I have visited has some focus of
discipleship. Building on this foundation, we will be exploring how we can better link discipleship and
mission. I have taken one group of clergy to Bristol, England to experience discipleship and missional
communities and will be taking a second group this June.

3.

Systems and Structures-- We are working on improving the administrative structures including a focus
on seeking to improve communication with the Diocese. We have significantly raised the bar on
ordination preparation, support, and training. The Canon to the Ordinary and I have written a
Congregational Handbook of best practices that will be shared with each congregation.

4.

New Deaneries-- Nine area deaneries (clergy ministerial groups) have been established.

5.

Church Planting-- Canon Rev. David Kulchar is providing support for 8 church plants and is helping to
assess potential church planters.

6.

Clergy Renewal-- A counseling and healing ministry has been made available to all clergy and spouses.

7.

Children and Youth-- Patty is looking for a few congregations to pioneer and implement the “Sticky
Church” children’s discipleship ministry.

May the Lord continue to empower us through the Holy Spirit as we seek to move forward together to glorify Christ and
expand His Kingdom. Bishop Ron
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TESTIMONY: Liz: The Personal Power of Liturgy
As a born and raised non-denominational Christian, I still find it odd that I have
embraced a way of Christianity that uses a liturgical style of worship and a book of
pre-written prayers for contemplation and worship. How did this happen? How did I
move from a form of worship that included a rock band to a structured, almost Catholic form of worship some see
as old-fashioned?
A couple years ago I faced a few of the most challenging situations a person can deal with in this life and for a
number of reasons related to that I began questioning my faith. Did Jesus actually rise from the dead? Even if it is
true, why would I want to follow this God who could let horrible things happen in my life and in the world? If He
is a father, is He loving or abusive?
I dug deep into theology and scripture, trying to rationalize my way back into my faith; it didn’t work. For every
point I made, I created a counter-point. It was an impossible debate to win because the truth is that logic, history,
and science can teach us about God, but they do little to show us who He is. Faith, by definition, requires the unseen.
Over time I saw the negative effects of atheism on some friends and something inside me just wouldn’t give up on
God. In God’s providence, my brother moved to my city, taking a job at a large Anglican church. When he sensed I
was ready, he invited me to attend.
At his church, I finally realized that my faith struggle was in part due to sheer emotional and physical exhaustion. I
simply didn’t have the energy to come to God. When services at other churches gave time for personal prayer or
contemplation, my mind would wander towards all the darkness I had experienced and wonder if God was even
listening. But at the Anglican church it was different.
I didn’t know what to say when I tried to pray, but the words were right in front of me, words that had been prayed
by thousands of believing and doubting Christians for hundreds of years. Cracking open my dusty Bible sounded
overwhelming but reading and hearing four passages of scripture every Sunday was more accessible. The first few
weeks I didn’t participate in Communion, but instead I received and felt a blessing from God in the form of the
words of a priest and a touch on my forehead. When I couldn’t focus well enough to understand the sermon, I was
able to know God in the prayers and creeds of Christians from centuries past and later when I did receive Christ’s
body and blood during the Eucharist my soul was fed.
I began to allow the prayers and intercessors to carry me to God and the words of the liturgy wrapped around me
like a hug from God. In the structure of an Anglican service I met God as a loving Father, one who wept and ached
with me, and carried the grief of all those facing injustice around the world.
When times are good and faith is strong, most Christians find it easy to engage in worship and prayer, but when life
is hard, faith can feel like an uphill battle. We should be encouraged by the fact that faithful Christians across the
globe and centuries have believed and doubted and remain God’s people. In fact, those same believers who have
written our prayers and creeds had their own doubts and struggles. Thomas McKenzie says in his book The
Anglican Way, “Any one individual may or may not believe the entire creed equally at any given moment. … But on
Sunday mornings across the earth, all of these millions upon millions of doubtful people rise to their feet and say
the creed together.”
Rest in your faith and use the Anglican liturgy, not to achieve perfect worship, but quite the opposite, to carry you
along in your doubts and struggles, so that when your faith is stronger you may carry others to God.
Reprinted from St. Augustine’s Church E-Newsletter and shared on FaceBook. Elizabeth is new to Columbus, OH and St. Augustine’s and
will soon be a confirmed Anglican and member of the church.
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May CtK Happenings
Mens’s Breakfast & Bible meeting on the 1 st & 3rd Monday’s of each
month. Guys join us on May 7th & 21st at the Cracker Barrel
Restaurant (Market Sq. Shopping Center) from 8:30-10AM. We are
currently looking at the book of Revelation.

MK 1231

What is it? If

Sunday, May 20 Pentecost Sunday Celebration Potluck after our
worship service. Our main menu will be sloppy joes and hotdogs
along with a “birthday cake.” Please see the sign up sheet for sidedishes.

you look up the biblical reference
in the Gospel of Mark it is Jesus’
summary of the law in relation to
our neighbor. Do you love your
neighbor?

Thursday, May 24th Community Serve Soup Lunch at Four Seasons
Apartments 10:30 AM – 1 PM.

SUMMER OPPORTUNITY.
BABY DRESSERS GIVE-AWAY

th

Monday May 28th Summer is here and it’s time to enjoy the
outdoors. Everyone is invited over to the Mlaker’s on Memorial Day
Monday at 5PM. Potluck BBQ, lawn games, and campfire. If you
would like to bring a side dish or dessert to pass, please sign up.
Thursday, May 31st Book Discussion Group. 6:30 PM
This month we will be reading WHEN GOD WINKS at YOU:
When God speaks directly to you through the power of coincidence, by
Squire D. Rushnell. Copies are available at church for $11. Each.

LOOKING AHEAD

Benefit Breakfast. Wednesday June 13 from 8-9:00 AM
at Eagle Eye Banquet Center is the youth outreach of the Work of
Christ Community. Kairos is a Greek word that means "the
appointed time" or "now is the time," the idea being that the time
during our youth, especially during the teenage years, is when we
make the decisions that have lifelong consequences. Kairos has a
vision of not only bringing youth into a relationship with Christ, but
training, forming and discipling them to become strong, mature
Christian men and women ready to become the Church and society
leaders of tomorrow.

For you garage-salers, start
looking for gently used infant to
2 year old clothing. We will have
our dresser waiting to be filled
with clothing and other baby
items. In September we will be
sharing these items with Hannah
House Women’s Ministry Center
in Lansing.

LOOKING FOR BLOCK
PARTY HOSTS
This summer we would like 2 or
3 volunteers to host a
neighborhood block or street
party. That’s right, just host it!
We want to help you build
relationships with your
neighbors. To help, we will do
the set-up, the BBQ and other
food, and even bring some
games. Your job would be to
engage your neighbors and have
fun. If this sounds like
something God is moving your
hearts toward, talk with Fr. Joe.

For more information or to reserve you table place call Tim Shireman
(517)
3421-4926
“Tired
of waiting? Joseph waited 13 years. Abraham waited 25 years.

Moses waited 40 years. Jesus waited 30 years.
………If God is making you wait, you are in good company.”
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The Back Page NEWS
WHAT IS ANGLICAN CONFIRMATION?
At its most basic,
Confirmation refers to the rite
in which, after a believer has
been baptized, they make a
mature commitment to the
faith, and receive an increased
gifting of the Holy Spirit through the bishop’s prayer, laying
on of hands, and anointing. Once again, the Catechism puts it
beautifully. When asked, “What grace does God give you in
confirmation?” the response is, “In confirmation, God
strengthens the work of the Holy Spirit in me for his daily
increase in my Christian life and ministry.”

God Message
The church….. “And God placed all
things under His [Jesus Christ] feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for
the church, which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills everything in every way.”
~ Ephesians 1:22

“The church is a redemptive community
of “called-out” people committed to
biblical community under GOD’s Word. “

Confirmation is the sacrament of maturity in that it
represents a deepening or strengthening in the Christian life.
In this, it is closely connected with Baptism. But whereas
Baptism highlights one’s birth into the body of Christ,
Confirmation stresses growth.

“The church is a called-out people—who
learn to think and to act historically,
redemptively, communally,
interdependently, and eternally.”

Confirmation is also the sacrament of mission. By this, I mean
that Confirmation “marks” a person for undertaking the
vocation to which he or she has been called out for a specific
calling. And this is because it is every Christian’s vocation to
proclaim the gospel and to live into a life of holiness.

“The church is a place where we work
out our salvation through commitments,
and confessions that form new habits
that change our lives, that develop
Christlike character.”

Are you interested in being confirmed by our Bishop?
See Fr. Joe

“The church is GOD’s agent for
reconciliation and spiritual
transformation.”

*

Taken from the webpage: Anglicanpastor.com

CONTACT INFO:
Rector: Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Mlaker 517-881-5725
Rev. Samuel Makuach:
517-200-8370
CTK Church Office : 1161 East Clark Rd, #230

revjmlaker@gmail.com
smakuach@gmail.com

DeWitt, MI 48820

517-455-7094

Web page: www.CTKAchurch.org email: myctkachurch@gmail.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP CtKA Church 10 AM
Sudanese Service 2 PM
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